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THE I-400 CLASS OF JAPANESE SUBMARINES
by RADM Lloyd R. Vasey, USN (Ret)
It was August 28, 1945 when three
of the giant I class of Japanese
submarines
were intercepted and
surrendered east of Honshu. They
were later brought into the bay
alongside Proteus on the 31st. The
I–400 had struck her colors to
Commander Hiram Cassedy former
colorful skipper of the Tigrone who
became her first prize crew captain.
He didn’t last long as I-400’s skipper,
having run afoul of Admiral Halsey
for disregarding his order about taking
swords as souvenirs. Incidentally
the Japanese squadron commander
who was aboard the I–400 went to
the bridge and shot himself rather than
surrender.
I was ordered to accompany
our squadron doctor and his chief
pharmacist mate with two armed
Marines and assist in assessing the
living conditions in the I–400 and the
physical status of the crew. The
skipper of the boat in response to my
query said there were a total of 180 in
his crew, but as we went through the
compartments we tallied 212. By our
standards, creature comforts were
virtually non-existent and very few

water spigots were available for away.
personal use and meal preparation.
In spite of these deplorable
The "heads" were just holes in the conditions, the 18-19 year old sailors
seemed in remarkably good health and
spirits, lean and trim, attired only in
loin cloths. They displayed no
animosity
toward
us,
only
indifference.
The I–400 was a remarkable
submarine way ahead of her time,
with a cruising range of 37,500 miles,
snorkel, radar detectors and a 115 foot
hanger opening onto an 85 foot long
decks above sanitary tanks. We did catapult for the three aircraft stowed
not linger long in these areas due to aboard. Since early in the year the
the stench. Sailors were packed like four I class submarines had been in
sardines in multi-tiered bunks and training for bomb and torpedo strikes
many ate supper lying in their bunks, against the Panama Canal’s vital
disposing of leftovers onto the Gatun Locks. But by June, three
deck which was already filthy. thousand American warships and
Supernumerary crewmen simply slept transports were already in the Western
on the decks. Most shocking were the Pacific and the mission of these
numbers of large rats and hordes of submarines was changed to launch
cockroaches nonchalantly scurrying suicide torpedo attacks by Kaiten
about as if they were members of the submarines in coordination with air
ship’s company. That evening the strikes against American forces.
I–400 crew were ordered to sleep (Note: later in 1945, the I–400 was
topside while the boat was fumigated, brought to Pearl Harbor with an
and the next morning eleven gunny American crew under command of Joe
sacks full of carcasses were carted McDowell.
(Cont’d on Page 6)

Coming Events September
1 Sep (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000
Computer Training, Oahu Veterans Center
2 Sep (Sun) USS Missouri, 0845
62nd Anniversary of the End of WW II
5 Sep (Wed) PAC Mtg, Pohai Nani 1030
20 Sep (Thu) Scenic Luncheon Cruise 1130
Departs Pier 8, Aloha Tower
21 Sep (Fri) Excom Mtg., MCBH O’Club 1115

Coming Events October
6 Oct (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000
Computer Training, Oahu Veterans Center
18 Oct (Thu) Joint Chapter Luncheon 1130
Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter, National MOAA Speaker
19 Oct (Fri) Excom Mtg., MCBH O’Club 1115
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PERSPECTIVES FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
by Colonel John Harms – USMC (Ret.)

PATRIOTS AND COPPER HEADS
We continue to hear from
a dysfunctional Congress
and parts of the public
“bring the troops home now” no matter what the
short or long term consequences might be for our
Country and our military.
Many assume (a dangerous word) that this
trend started with Vietnam, but it has been a
part of the American fabric since the War for
Independence (or the Revolutionary War) starting
in 1775. George Washington was appointed
as General of the Continental Army, by the
Continental Congress in 1775, but then came a
major defeat with the loss of Fort Washington in
1776 where Washington had to spirit what was left
of his Army in the dead of night to New Jersey.
Now New York belonged to the British. Then
came his failure to defend Philadelphia in 1777,
causing the Congress to move to York,
Pennsylvania, and a significant effort was made by
those in Congress who had the doom and glooms to
relieve Gen Washington and appoint Gen Benedict
Arnold who had just won the Battle of Saratoga, as
the Commander of the Army.
Wow, then this traitor could have sold the
whole War of Independence down the tubes with
his later treachery.
We now move to the Civil War and the
formation of the “Copperheads,” a portion of the
Democratic Party that wanted to make peace with
Jefferson Davis and split our Country. After the
Burnside debacle at Fredericksburg, and the heavy
losses of Union troops against Lee’s well
entrenched troops, the Copperheads were realizing
they could achieve their “peacenik’ objectives.
They even went so far as to run inept General
George McClellan as the Democratic contender
against President Lincoln in the 1864 presidential
election.
The win by General George Meade at
Gettysburg and the defeat of Atlanta by Sherman
just before the election saved Lincoln’s election
as the fickle Congress and public now thought the
North could win.

WW I American involvement was too short
to fester any defeatist sentiment, but even in WW II
“peacenik” groups started to rattle their tails to
make peace with Japan. This was especially true
after a very controlled media was allowed by
President Roosevelt to release film coverage of the
Marine’s battle for Tarawa, with dead floating in
the surf as 3000 Marines were killed or wounded in
72 hours. Back then we had a strong and decisive
Congress, plus a real leader in the White House so
this did not get very far.
Then came Korea and a country, tired of a
the recent heavy loss of lives in WW II, and the
“peaceniks” started pounding their drums again,
but to no avail for patriotism was still popular in
America.
And now we reach Vietnam where
hopefully memories are not too short to remember
the idiot logic behind Secretary of Defense
McNamara’s project 100,000 where local jails were
emptied, and misfits of every element of society
were drafted so that military discipline could square
them away. Hanoi Jane Fonda should at least have
had her passport pulled after her North Vietnam
visit to the enemy -- a charge of treason would have
been better. Then came John Kerry and his ilk and
the list goes on. Desert Storm was a nice American
feel good war, very low casualties, over quickly,
and we were victors from the get go. Now we have
Iraqi Freedom, the Afghanistan War on Terror, the
likes of Michael Moore etc., and an ineffective
Congress (both Republican and Democrat).
So what is the issue? Our Country was
created and born with the Constitution and Bill of
Rights that allow dissent, and we are proud that
the concepts contained in these two documents
have stood the test of time so exceptionally well.
So with our strong military we will defend the
spirit and purpose of the Founding Fathers and the
Constitution. Hopefully our citizenry will take an
elected Federal Government a lot more seriously
than Hawaii does now with one of the lowest
voter registration and turn out in the nation.
Semper Fi, John Harms
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Executive Committee
Elected Officers

THIS MONTH - Enjoy a relaxing
Luncheon Cruise in the waters off Waikiki
aboard the Star of Honolulu.
While on board enjoy a Buffet Lunch
and share the joy with friends and family.
Thursday, 20 September, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS - - PLAN TO ATTEND
IN OCTOBER - - Joint Chapter-MOAA Luncheon
Discover what’s happening in Washington
Special Speaker: Phillip Dyer, MOAA National
Deputy Director, Benefits Info & Financial Education
11:30 a.m., 18 October, Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter
IN NOVEMBER - - Annual Meeting
Speaker: TBA
Saturday, 17 November, 10:30 a.m.
Oahu Veterans Center, Foster Village
IN DECEMBER - - Christmas Party
Tuesday, 11 December, Hale Koa Hotel
Dance to the Hawaii Swing Band
MORE DETAILS LATER

Thinning of the Ranks
No member deaths have been reported in August.

Binnacle List
Patricia Kubach

Mary Jo Bezanson
Bob Fowler
Judith Breitweizer
Bill McGarry

Board of Directors
Chair, RADM C Bruce Smith USN (Ret)
Helen Peil Baker
Judith Breitwieser
LtCol Louis Crompton USAF (Ret)
Col John Harms USMC (Ret)
LTC HANK Heyenga USA (Ret)
CDR Jack Miller USN (Ret)
CAPT John Peters USN (Ret)
CAPT George Sullivan USN (Ret)

Volume 22, No. 9 Pau Hana Koa
Published monthly by: Hawaii Chapter, MOAA
PO Box 1185
Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185
Subscription included in annual chapter dues.
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily Hawaii Chapter policy.

President
COL John Harms USMC
261-2282
JandBHarms@aol.com
1st Vice President
LCDR Tom Marzec USN
261-9430
adamtm@lava.net
2d Vice President
Col Jim Gebhard USAF
262-1165
gebhardjim@aol.com
3d Vice President
LCDR Phillip Rother USN
471-0091, ext 204
phillip.rother@navy.mil

Appointed Officers
Secretary - Helen Baker
254-0993
propinvst@hawaii.rr.com
Treasurer
CAPT Neil Carmody USN
262-2450
DelNeilHI@aol.com
Accountant
LTC Richard DeLong, USA
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com
Auxiliary - Patricia Kubach
395-9719
trishkubach@hawaii.rr.com
Legal
COL Terry Thomason USA
247-5255
turtlealoha@aol.com
Chair LAVA
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Chair Legislative Affairs
COL Tom Smyth USMC
531-2829
TSmyth@dbedt.hawaii.gov
Directory Staff
Publisher
CAPT John Peters, USN
petersj007@hawaii.rr.com
Business Manager
CDR Jack Miller, USN
jackmiller@hawaii.rr.com

Chair Personal Affairs
RADM Bruce Smith USN
373-3526
cbrucef@hawaii.rr.com
Chaplain
COL Ron Bezanson USA
292-6095
bezansonrs01@aol.com
Chair Public Affairs
CDR Bob Popp, USN
261-1532
rpopp@hpu.edu
Official Photographer
VACANT
Chair ROTC/Veterans Affairs
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
261-3301
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Chair Community Affairs
Kathy Delong
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com
Co-Editors PHK
COL Ron Bezanson USA
292-6095
bezansonrs01@aol.com
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Webmaster
Bob Ranaldo
941-0602
bobranaldo@yahoo.com
Chair Database Mgt
Maj George Montague USAF
239-4222
montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com
TUG
Col Lou Torraca USAF
254-3286
af06hi@gmail.com
Historian
Vacant
Surgeon
COL Bill Quirk MC USA
625-7862
bquirk6245@msn.com
Sergeant –at– Arms
LTC Hank Heyenga USA
254-2814
hheyenga@msn.com
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“BRAVO ZULU” - KUDOS
COL Alan P. ARMSTRONG
by CDR Bill Moore, USN (Ret)

Hawaii State MOAA Chapter member, COL
Alan P. Armstrong, USA (Ret) was one of the
USMA West Point graduates who participated
with this year’s Plebe Class in a 12-mile march.
This major event formally welcomed the Plebe
Class into the USMA Corps at the end of their
march from Camp Buckner to West Point where
they were greeted by a large turnout of friends,
family, and the Cadet Corps.
COL Armstrong lives in Honolulu and trained
nightly after work for 1 1/2 to 2 hours for the
past two months to prepare for the march
which he completed successfully.
He met and marched with some of the
cadets he has personally sponsored in past
years to help in their goal of being selected for
West Point. COL Armstrong has long had an
interest in supporting and encouraging qualified
young people to consider a military career, and
is himself the sixth generation in his family to
graduate from West Point.
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The Air Force Has a New Airman’s Creed
Submitted by Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret)

I am an American Airman.
I am a warrior.
I have answered my nation’s call.
I am an American Airman.
My Mission is to fly, fight, and win.
I am faithful to a proud heritage,
A tradition of honor,
And a legacy of valor.
I am an American Airman,
Guardian of freedom and justice,
My nation’s sword and shield,
Its sentry and avenger.
I defend my country with my life.
I am an American Airman:
Wingman, leader, warrior.
I will never leave an Airman behind,
I will never falter,
And I will not fail.
I am an American Airman.

CHAPTER LUNCHEON CRUISE, 20 SEPTEMBER 2007
STAR OF HONOLULU
COST: $40.00 (Normally $49) PER PERSON INCLUDES:
Entrees: Hawaiian Sea Salt Roast Beef and/or Huli Huli Chicken plus 9 side dishes
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
"Enchanting Waikiki" Hula Show, Historic Hawaii video presentation for those that desire to see it
Location: Pier 8, Aloha Tower; Non-validated parking is available; Car-pooling is encouraged
Purchase anything from an Aloha Tower Marketplace merchant for validated parking
NAME(S):________________________________________ ________________________________________
i/we WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, BUT I/we NEED A RIDE, contact us at:
address: ___________________________________________ PHONE #:________________________
No. attending ____ @ $40.00 = $______________ + Donation for Scholarships $____________ and/or
Donation for Community Service Projects $______________ = Total enclosed: $_______________
MAKE CHECKS OUT TO: Hawaii state chapter, moaa
MAIL TO: jIM gEBHARD, 107 kAILUANA pLace,
kAILUA, hi 96734; OR CALL 262-1165
PLEASE COME and join YOUR CHAPTER MEMBERS
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CHAPTER DONATIONS FOR 2007
The following Chapter members have generously donated funds to either our Scholarship or
Community Services Programs. Scholarships of $1000 are awarded to deserving JROTC graduates
from our State Public High Schools going to a four year university or college and $500 for those
going to a two year community college. Community Services contributions go to the VA Hospital for
Aging, Fisher House at TAMC, and the USO, to mention a few. WOW, $3,290 in donations to date.
Mahalo for your kindness.

GOLD LEVEL ($100 or more)
David Stefansson, Richard Meiers, Hank Heyenga (x3), Robert Gwaltney, Ralph Hiatt
Robert German, Barbara Earle in memory of husband John, Bruce and Carolyn Smith (x2)
Jerry Coffee (x2), Rex Bergland, Joseph Comstock, Dorothy Voseipka in memory of husband John
Henry Trautwein, Russell and Virginia Perkins, Grant Story and Allyn Thompson (x2), Charles Kimak
Arcadia Retirement Residences (x2), Rex Berglund, Patricia Kubach in memory of husband Richard
George and Roberta Sullivan, Darrell and Rheta Large, Myrl Noggle, Jack and Carita Miller
SILVER LEVEL ($50 to $99)
Clyde Friar, Carl Hokenson, Steve Marx, James Kelly, Lloyd Vasey, Nancy Stabley
Margaret Campbell, Marian Williams, Brian Fagan, Virginia Frizelle
BRONZE LEVEL ($25 to $49)
Gary Veblen, David Belatti, Harland Cope, Edwin McKellar, Regina Foster, Roy and Helen McArdle
Shirley Grant, Ron and Mary Jo Bezanson, Isabel and Sid Baker, Michael Olson, Helen Baker
Bob Kessler, Regina Foster, William Tate, Frank Apel
If you have donated in these categories and do not see your name,
please notify John Harms at JandBHarms@aol.com

COMBINED LUNCHEON WITH ALOHA CHAPTER
SPECIAL SPEAKER: PHIL DYER, FROM MOAA HQ IN WASHINGTON
“Federal Finance and Policy within the DC Beltway”
Topic includes: Proposed DOD “cafeteria style” benefits for veterans, TriCare and
TriCare for Life funding, Federal Reserve fiscal philosophy past and present,
Plans/funding to requip the Army and Marines after the current Iraq war.
11:30 a.m., Thursday, 18 October
Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter
Cost: $20.00 per person
________________________________________________________________________________
NAME/S:______________________________________________________________________________________
I/we would like to attend, but will need a ride; contact me/us at:
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________PHONE:__________________
No. attending:____ @ $20.00 = $____________ + Donation for Scholarships: $_________ and/or
Donation for Community Service Projects: $___________ = Total enclosed: $________________
Make Checks payable to: HAWAII STATE CHAPTER, MOAA
Mail to: Jim Gebhard, 107 Kailuana Place, Kailua, HI 96734; or call 262-1165 for more information.

PLEASE RSVP NLT 11 October
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TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca, USAF (Retired)
Security . . In a FLASH (drive)

Unless you've been hiding in a cave for years, you know that everything sent over Wi-Fi is vulnerable
to eavesdropping. A handful of hotspots now encrypt user data—usually with WPA—but the vast majority
still expect customers to protect themselves. Sadly, many users continue to ignore even this simple threat. So,
if you carry your laptop with you when you travel, what does this mean? There was much discussion of this
during the recent BlackHat meeting of hackers in Las Vegas where there were demos of several software
programs for hijacking your data. Of course, one way to avoid this is to not carry your laptop with you, but that’s not a particularly
convenient solution. Security being something I think about a lot, I was intrigued by the prospect of software that would encrypt my data
and mirror my home PC so I could carry it in my pocket. I’m a big fan of flash memory, either on cards or in a flash drive, and I can’t wait
for the first all-flash drive PC, so when I had the opportunity, recently, to attend a workshop presented by the founder of Migo software,
I jumped at the chance and was glad I did. Jay Elliot has an incredible resume, having 30+ years with IBM, Apple and Intel. He founded
Migo in 2002 and has continued to expand its reach ever since. What MigoSynch does for you is provide a safe (read encrypted),
portable way to carry all your important data with you and use it on any computer. As if that in itself isn’t enough, what you work with on
any computer is a replica of your own so there is no need to figure out what the host computer has setup, you use your own. MigoSync
captures the information that is critical to you. You tell MigoSync what is important and it seamlessly transfers the information to your
portable device. This includes synchronized email. Just add all the items in your desktop email program – Inbox, Calendar, Tasks,
Sent Mail, and more to your MigoSync profile. Most popular mail programs are supported and Universal Mail format enables you to
access your synced email on any PC even if the resident email program is different from the one on your home PC (e.g. read, send/
receive Lotus Notes emails on a guest PC with Outlook.) Keep in mind that all this is done via a strong encryption program so that should
you lose your flash drive, your data is not accessible. The other really neat aspect is auto-synch; when you return to your home computer,
all the changes you have made are auto-synched. Finally, whatever you do on a guest computer leaves no trace when you are finished.
For a look at some screenshots that show how it works, see my Around Town Hawaii September column the 2nd or 3rd of the month.
http://tinyurl.com/363qew Thinking about all the buzz regarding laptop thefts, I decided it would make more sense to clean off all the
sensitive data from the laptop I carry and put it on a flash drive with MigoSynch. That way, if my laptop is stolen, I don’t have the
additional heartburn of dealing with the loss of all that data! I could also continue to use the data immediately on a borrowed or
replacement machine! For additional info on this program, to check out all the other Migo programs, and to see what is on deck for the
future, visit www.migosoftware.com
Some final security advice: There are so many security issues with today's computing experience that we need lots of security
programs running in order to protect ourselves. The biggest threat to our security is generally US, (u, me and those that we allow to use
our computers- family, friends, employees, etc.). Don't expect a patch, update, security program or even things like firewalls to help you if
you break any of the following 10 immutable laws of computer security! These appear in their complete form on a Microsoft webpage
which you can visit at: http://tinyurl.com/n9trw It is worth the time it takes to review them all.
Law #1: If a bad guy can persuade you to run his program on your computer, it's not your computer anymore
Law #2: If a bad guy can alter the operating system on your computer, it's not your computer anymore
Law #3: If a bad guy has unrestricted physical access to your computer, it's not your computer anymore
Law #4: If you allow a bad guy to upload programs to your website, it's not your website any more
Law #5: Weak passwords trump strong security
Law #6: A computer is only as secure as the administrator is trustworthy
Law #7: Encrypted data is only as secure as the decryption key
Law #8: An out of date virus scanner is only marginally better than no virus scanner at all
Law #9: Absolute anonymity isn't practical, in real life or on the Web
Law #10: Technology is not a panacea
That’s it for now, remember, be careful out there as you enjoy all the consumer electronic goodies that are available. Come see
us at one of our 2 monthly meetings. Directions and schedule: www.the-tug.org
Aloha, LOU

THE I-400 SUBMARINES

(Cont’d from Page 1)

The Exec/Chief Engineer was LT Thomas O. Paine who
subsequently, as a prominent scientist, headed NASA during
the Moon landings, and later was President of Northrop
Corp. and Chairman of the Board of my international

relations institute Pacific Forum. Tom Paine was proud of his
submarine service in WWII. His personal SUBMARINE
WARFARE LIBRARY on American, allied and axis powers
submarines in WWII was undoubtedly the best collection of
its kind in the world. It was later donated to the
Nimitz Library at the US Naval Academy.
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Annual Picnic, 12 August, Bellows AFS - A Good Time Was Had by All
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HAWAII CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
New Membership Application and/or Current Member Dues Payment
Name: ___________________________________________ Male □ Female □
Last

First

MI

New Member Application □ Currently a Regular Member □ Currently an Auxiliary Member □
New members: Complete next items and Regular or Auxiliary Member section. Enter remittance at bottom.
Current members: Complete any items that have changed and enter your remittance amount at bottom of form.
Address:_________________________________________________________ Email:____________________
Date of birth:_________________________ National MOAA membership No. _________________________
Home Phone:____________________ Office Phone: _____________________ Fax ____________________
Regular Members: Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership.
Service ______ Rank _______ Active Duty□ Retired□ Reserve□ National Guard□ Former Officer□
Dues: $15 per year; 5 years for $60. Life membership: Age 50 and under, $300; 51-60 $250; 61-70 $200;
71-89 $100; 90 and older is free.
Auxiliary Members: Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular members or were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _____ Service of spouse: ______
Dues: $10 per year; 5 years for $40; Life membership: Age 50 and under, $150; 51-60 $125; 61-70 $100;
71-89 $50; 90 and older is free.
If married, spouse’s first name:___________________ Last name, if different than yours:____________________________________
Indicate interest in any of the following Chapter activities or Committees:
Personal Affairs Legislative Affairs/Veterans Affairs Public Affairs Program/Social Newsletter Membership Finance
ROTC Scholarship & Awards
Fund Raising Community Service TUG(Computers) Party Bridge Golf
Tennis

Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________
Total Remittance: $__________ Make check to Hawaii Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185

Hawaii Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 1185
Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185
Return Service Requested
THIS ISSUE OF THE PHK
IS BEING SENT TO ALL MOAA MEMBERS
IN THE STATE OF HAWAII
If you are not a member of Hawaii State Chapter
we invite your membership. See application above.
We monitor your Veteran Rights and Benefits in Hawaii,
and provide regular social and support activities.

UP-COMING CHAPTER ACTIVITIES:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

20 Sep (Thu) - Scenic Luncheon Cruise 1130
18 Oct (Thu) - Joint Chapter Luncheon 1130
National MOAA Speaker, Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter
———————————————————————————————————————
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