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2017 Chapter Ra�ng 

COL Marvin J. Harris 5-Star Communications Award for Printed Newsletters—2018 & 2019 

Retiree Seminar 
 The Annual Retiree Seminar will not be shoulder to 
shoulder on the back lanai of  the Hickam Officers’  Club.  
It’s going to be an on-line ZOOM meeting.  As the date 
gets very close to 7 November, the morning of  the semi-
nar, Navy Base will send out a link and code for everyone 
who wants to watch. 

 There will be speakers from DFAS, NEX, the commis-
sary, etc., but, apparently, no food samples nor free flu 
shots this year.  Everyone on the Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam e-mailing list will be invited to attend the virtual 
seminar the morning of  Saturday, 7 November. 

 This base distribution list includes retirees from the 
USN, USAF, USMC, USCG, and USPHS—but, NO 
ARMY.  That means that when you receive the notifica-
tion and details about the seminar, such as the ZOOM 
code to join the meeting, you should forward it to 
your Army buddies.              Lou Crompton 
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Past and Future 
Non-Events 

 Our last meeting of  the Hawaii Alo-
ha Chapter of  the Military Officers’ 
Association of  America was last Feb-
ruary.  Because gatherings of  more 
than 5 since March and, briefly, more 
than 10 in June, are still banned, no 
meeting is planned for October.  Our 
scheduled luncheon on 15 October at 
the Oahu Veterans’ Center is cancelled. 

 Furthermore, our annual General 
Membership meeting on 19 Novem-
ber at the Hickam AFB Officers’ Club 
for the election of  new officers is not 
going to happen.  We have just learned 
that the Mongolian BBQ buffets at 
the Hickam AFB Officers’ Club have 
been cancelled for the rest of  the year, 
as have all of  the buffets at Hale Ikena 
at Ft. Shafter where we had scheduled 
our annual Christmas Brunch on 13 
December.  Thus, sadly, there will 
be no more meetings this year. 
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NOTICE 
 This newsletter, my 178th issue of  Nā Leo O Nā 
Koa, is an official publication of  Hawaii Aloha 
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of  Ameri-
ca, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii  96820. 

 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter, 
MOAA 
 Chairman’s Message 

 By Wesley Fong 
 A Time of  Remembrance 

 September 2020 marks 75th anniversary of  the 
end of  WWII.  For many of  us younger veter-
ans, we  will never know the horrors of  that 
war.  A few of  us younger veterans were not yet 
born.  But what is the significance of  this war 
that began for many of  us in Hawaii during that 
“Day of  Infamy – the bombing of  Pearl Har-
bor.”   WWII has been characterized as the 
deadliest war in history, involving more than 30 
countries and claiming the lives of  over 85 mil-
lion people.  It began in 1939 with the Nazi in-
vasion of  Poland and ended with the defeat of  
Germany and Japan in 1945.  Although the Civ-
il War claimed the most American lives, WWII 
claimed the lives of  407,316 killed and wound-
ed 671,846 Americans from all branches of  ser-
vice.  The Soviet Union lost 16,825,000 of  its 
citizens and China more than 20,000,000.  The 
legacy of  this war would include the spread of  
communism from the Soviet Union into East-
ern Europe as well as its eventual triumph in 
China and the global shift in power from Eu-
rope to two rival super powers – the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union; they would face off  against 
each other in the Cold War.  As one old soldier 
said “There is no glory in war, only death, inju-
ry and destruction.” 

 Nevertheless, after 75 years of  healing, we 
should never forget those Americans who had 
served and the many that were wounded or 
made the ultimate sacrifice to defend and pre-
serve the rights and freedoms that we as Ameri-
cans enjoy today and often times take for grant-
ed.  To our WWII veterans:  “We thank you and 
salute you for your service to the United States 
of  America.”  You will never be forgotten. 

 On another note, I would like to recognize 
and thank our Board of  Directors, who served 
as our Bylaws committee, in undertaking the 
arduous task to amending our bylaws.  Our 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
12 Sept 2020 Tentative, Noon, Picnic at Foster Point, Hick-
(Saturday)  am AFB (Need a Picnic Chairperson) 

17 Sept 2020 1330, EXCOM Meeting, Cruickshank Room, 
(Thursday)  Oahu Veterans’ Center 

25 Sept 2020 0900, Golf Outing, Mamala Bay Golf Course, 
(Friday)    Hickam AFB, JBPHH 

15 Oct 2020 1100, Luncheon Meeting, Ballard Room, OVC;
(Thursday)  Guest Speaker:  Member Walter Ozawa;    
        Topic:  The Space-A Retiree Club (SpARC) 

23 Oct 2020  0902, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Course, 
(Friday)   Kaneohe Marine Corps Base Hawaii 

 7 Nov 2020 0800, Virtual Annual Military Retiree Semi-
(Saturday)  nar 

19 Nov 2020 1730, Annual General Membership Meeting/
Thursday)  Mongolian BBQ Dinner, Hickam Officers’  
        Club, Hickam AFB, JBPHH 

23 Nov 2020 0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course, 
(Monday)  92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei 

13 Dec 2020 1000, Christmas Brunch/Party, Hale Ikena, 
(Sunday)   Ft. Shafter 

STRIKEOUTS ABOVE CANCELLED BY COVID-19 

amended bylaws are now in step with the gen-
erally accepted bylaws of  other corporations 
and MOAA chapters.  To our BOD members:  
Ivy DeGraffenread, Michael Fricano, 
John Kim, Kelly Lau, William Nations, 
Fred Staedel, Ruth Stepulis and Mark 
Webster.  Mahalo.               Wes 

The Trivia Question 
Sure are lots of  movies on the tv or computer 
to pass the time while we're in quarantine... I 
like some of  the really old movies... like "The 

Wonderful Wizard of  Oz"... Dorothy takes her 
dog Toto on their experience of  a lifetime... to 
a far away place - certainly not in Kansas any-

more...  wow, what an experience...  By the way, 
what is Dorothy's last name? 

See Trivia Answer Page 7 
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CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
The Honorable (name), U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C., 20510.  Phone (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U. S. House of  Representatives, Washington, D. C., 20515  Phone (202) 225-3121 

 

 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, Scholarship Fund 

2020 CHAPTER DONATIONS 
Amount Received as of  30 September:  $8,485.00! 

(Amount Received as of  30 September 2019:  $7,120.) 

PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE) 

GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($500 — $999) 
Gary Hara; Noriko Reed; Jason Seal; Roberta Sullivan; Robert Towne; Mark Webster 

SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($100 — $499) 
James Boersema; Clinton Churchill; Larry Collignon; Toni Correia; Kathleen Ebey; Larry 

Enomoto; Thomas Farrell; James Fromm; Lisa Fry; Michael Golojuch; Homer Hankins; 
Edward Hirata; Jane Kekoa; James Kelly; John Kim; Darrell Large; Robert Lee; Pauline 
Leigh; So Ling Lo; Owen Macy; John Miller; George Montague; Ken Munechika; Bill 

Nations; Peter Pawling; Richard Rankin; Stephen Tom; Werylend Tomczyk; Laurita Turner; 
Vernon Von; Taffy Wells  

BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($50 — $99) 
Robert Ackerson; Donald Aten; Marvin Baum; Shirley Curtis; Gilbert Hicks; Roger Kobayashi; 

Christopher Mann; Robert McEldowney; Robert Nagao; Clarence Park; Leroy Perry; John Seely; 
Fred Staedel; Ruth Stepulis; Sun Takamoto; Robert Takao; Louis Torraca; Gary Veblen; Chester Wong 

Plus 7 Anonymous Donors 

If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not listed, call Mark Webster at 808-734-5994. 

RAOs are always  
seeking volunteers  
 Retiree Activities Offices are 
staffed by volunteer military 
retirees from all services, in-
cluding spouses and surviving 
spouses. All offices worldwide 
are always seeking more vol-

unteers. 

 For more information or to 
volunteer, contact RAO Naval 
Station Pearl Harbor at (808) 
474-1999 or Schofield Bar-
racks/Ft. Shafter at (808) 655-
1585 or Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii at (808) 257-7796 or 

call (210) 565-2126 for details. 

 Additionally, there is present-
ly a vacancy on the Air Force 
Retiree Council for a Repre-
sentative in Area XIV for the 
Pacific Region (Alaska and 
Hawaii.) 

Mike Fricano 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

By Dr. Fred P. Staedel 
 Well, we are still not “open.”  
But we can still open our-
selves to gratitude and make 
that our attitude!  So, what 
can we be grateful for under these Pandemic 
circumstances? Let us start by taking a deep, 
deep breath!  Yes, you are breathing, you are 
surviving, and now you are on the threshold 
to begin to “count your blessings.” 

 When young and when I was in the dumps, my 
mother would have me sit down and she would 
fetch me a pencil and paper and told me to write 
down all my blessings and when I was done, I 
had to read them to her.  And then she would 
say, “Now isn’t this a lot to be grateful for?”  
And my reader knows what my answer was.  
And boy did “Mom” know best because my atti-
tude would change for the better. So, what was 
behind my mother’s approach to counting one’s 
blessings? Let us turn to the Bible for guidance 
where it states: “In every way and everywhere we 
accept this with gratitude” (Acts 24:3).  

 This thing called COVID 19 is indeed a chal-
lenge. But this just becomes a challenge for all 
of  us to “keep the faith!” Ok, but what faith?  
It doesn’t matter what one’s faith is as we face 
this challenge. All one needs is a faith in 
“good,” or if  you will a faith in “God;” no mat-
ter how we define God, or what church one 
attends, or even if  one is not religious.  One’s 
simple faith that good conquers evil is good 
enough for one to be grateful and knowing that 
this basic axiom is true.  And by knowing that 
good conquers evil is praying! And feeling 
blessed for knowing this is being grateful.  

 So, let’s take another deep breath together 
and have the faith that this evil shall pass and 
once again we shall all be together, break 
bread, and be grateful that we “held the 
watch” with an attitude based on gratitude by 
looking forward to blessings yet to be realized.  

 “And all these blessings shall come upon 
you and overtake you” (Deuteronomy 
28:2).                       Fred 

 Surviving Spouses, etal 

By Jayne Henley-Davis 

 HOPE is on the horizon....with hur-
dles to cross, according to Mayo 
Clinic's director of  Vaccine research 
group.  COVID-19 vaccine HOPE is 

on the horizon....with hurdles to cross, according to 
Mayo Clinic's director of  Vaccine research group.  
COVID-19 vaccine research is in progress, but must 
go through three different phases before being ap-
proved by the Food & Drug Administration, (FDA).  
A vaccine is tested on animals to see if  it works and 
is safe; next it is tested on humans.  During this 
phase, the formulation and doses are established to 
prove the vaccine's effectiveness.  During phase 3, 
the safety and effectiveness of  the vaccine needs to 
be demonstrated with a larger group of  people. 

 Regulators may fast track some of  these steps, but 
it's unlikely a COVID-19 vaccine will become availa-
ble sooner than 6 months after the clinical trials 
start.  Realistically, a vaccine will take 12 to 18 
months or longer to develop and test in human clin-
ical trials.  At present there are several vaccines in all 
three phases, including ones at Mayo Clinic. 

 Once approved, the vaccine takes time to produce, 
distribute and administer to the global population. 

 Because we have no immunity to the COVID-19 
virus, it's likely that two vaccinations will be need-
ed, three to four weeks apart.  People will start to 
build immunity to the virus, within one or two 
weeks after the second vaccination. 

 Since these methods and vaccine platforms have 
never been used before, a lot of  careful safety and 
effectiveness studies have to be done.  This will be a 
complicated vaccine decision that people will need 
to discuss with their doctors in the months ahead.  
There are issues with distribution, how they are go-
ing to allocate and prioritize a vaccine, and how they 
explain to the public the different types of  vaccines 
and their differential effectiveness and side effect 
profiles.  It's all under the category, "UNKNOWN". 

 Mayo Clinic's research group hopes to have a 
vaccine ready this winter or by Spring 2021. 

 In the meantime, wear your masks, keep a 
social distance, and stay safe!         Jayne 
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Clinton Churchill 10/01 

Robert McEldowney 10/02 

York Wong     10/02 

Ronald Akemoto 10/04 

Randall Jaycox   10/08 

George Vickers   10/09 

Larry Zane      10/09 

Norman Pang    10/11 

William Yamada  10/13 

Fred Brunson    10/14 

Larry Collignon  10/18 

Larry Kanda     10/21 

Frederick Holck  10/24 

Hebert Nakagawa 10/30 

Hau'oli lā hānau 
Partial List of Known 

October Babies 
Expired Memberships not listed 

September Golf Report 
 Due to COVID-19, Mamala 
Golf  Course at Hickam AFB did 
not allow for club play.  Although 
a few of  us got together, it was 
simply for fun and fellowship. 

 So, this is a no-report report 
from the golf  committee.  

 Next month, 
on 23 Octo-
ber 2020, we 
hope we will 
be playing at 
Leilehua golf  
course.  If  so, 
the first tee time is at 9:00. 

 Stay safe and good golfing. 

Best Wishes for many, many more 
Birthdays! 

Curtis Lee, 
Co-Chairman 

Walter Ki-
noshita, Co-
Chairman 

New ID Cards Coming 
 The Department of  Defense is transitioning 
from its current paper-based Uniformed Ser-
vices Identification (USID) card to a more se-
cure, next generation USID card. 

 The change, which began in July, will affect 
more than 5 million current USID card hold-
ers, including retirees and their dependents. 

 The Next Generation USID card will incorpo-
rate an updated design and security features to 
deter counterfeiting and fraud, and will be 
printed on a plastic cardstock.  The card will be 
similar in appearance to the Common Access 
Card (CAC) in use by military members and 

DoD personnel and contractors, but will not 
have the chip Initial issuance of  the Next Gen-
eration USID card began 31 July at select DoD 
ID card facilities for those with expiring cards. 

 Currently-issued USID cards remain valid 
through their expiration date  In an effort to 
limit the impact on ID card issuance facilities,  
All DoD ID card issuance facilities will not be 
equipped with the equipment and supplies 
necessary to issue the Next Gen USID card 
until December 2020.  Because of  this, and 
because sites are currently operating under 
constrained conditions as a result of  COVID-
19 to keep both cardholders and operators 
safe, individuals with an indefinite (INDEF) 
expiration date are encouraged to wait until 
summer 2021 to have their Next Gen USID 
card issued. 

 Contact your nearest ID card issuance facili-
ty, or use the Site Locator and Appointment 
Scheduler on ID Card Office Online to find a 
nearby location. 

Shift Colors, Fall-Winter, 2020 



Simple Memory Tests 
 Sadly, a recent survey found that older adults 

worry more about developing Alzheimer's Dis-
ease [AD] than other illnesses. If  you have a 
"senior moment", like when you can't recall the 
name of  your friend you haven't seen in a long 
time... so embarrassing... that's within a normal 
change as we age. You're not cramming for a 
spelling test on Friday, you're not back in school... 
that was long ago.  But what about "consistent" 
memory problems?  Do you forget names of  fam-
ily members?  Do you get lost going for a neigh-
borhood walk?  Difficulty following a conversa-
tion or following instructions to do some-
thing?   Hmmmm 

 If you want to, you "could" make an appointment 
with let's say a psychologist... I've recommended one 
lady Dr to one of our chapter members... I don't 
know if they met or not - not my business.  There are 
some simple tests that you could make up and try at 
home... if you don't score well, maybe go see a doctor. 

 General Practitioner Assessment of  Cognition 
[GPCOG] - You'll be told a name and address 
to recall in a few minutes. Then you may draw a 
clock face with hands pointing to a certain 
time... just recall and describe a current news 
story.  And what were those names & addresses 
you were told?  Should score 9 or 10 of  10. 

 Memory Impairment Screen [MIS] - You will be 
shown a bunch of  words and told to separate them 
into appropriate groups...  for example, some words 
may be games, some may be fruits...   May be asked 
to count backward from some high number...  how 
about spell a multisyllable word backward?  Again, 
should do better than perhaps 8 of  10. 

 There are a few other tests - like writing a sentence 
about a given subject... or following instructions 
such as Close Your Eyes, put your right hand on 
your left thigh.  How about look at different objects 
and describe how they are similar - like a banana and 
an apple are both fruits. Should do well... right? 

 If  you don't do well on your own "tests", do 
give a professional a try... certainly everyone 
wants to assure YOU are OK and can help get 
appropriate assistance if  maybe that memory 
isn't a normal aging blip. 
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 You know, brisk walking about 30 minutes can 
boost your memory... you don't have to walk 15 
miles three times a week like I do... but there are 
ways to bump up your memory... remember to wear 
your mask when you go out for that 15 minute brisk 
walk...  and, no, a casual slow walk doesn't 
count... do a brisk walk.     Lou Crompton 

Visiting the National Memorial Ceme-
tery of the Pacific “Punchbowl” 

 The National Memorial Cemetery of  the Pacific 
is open for gravesite visitation from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
everyday.  The cemetery is also conducting burial 
services from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.  Out of  an abundance of  caution for the 
health and safety for the staff  and public, all cere-
monies are cancelled until further notice and the 
Overlook is closed to the public on the weekends. 

 To be in compliance with state and local guid-
ance, all visitors must conform to current or-
ders issued by the Mayor of  Honolulu. 

 Indoor and outdoor social gatherings of  any 
type and any number of  people are prohibited. 
For purposes of  this Order, a “social gather-
ing” is a gathering or event that brings together 
persons from multiple households or living units 
at the same time for a discrete, shared or group 
experience in a single room, space, or place such 
as a private home, park, auditorium, stadium, 
arena, conference room, lunch room, meeting 
hall, or other indoor or outdoor space.  Under 
current COVID-19 restrictions, the public is re-
quired to wear face coverings.  events and gath-
erings such as military commorative ceremonies 
and group placement of  flags at gravesites, will 
not take place.  Families and friends may contin-
ue the tradition of  placing flowers and small 
American flags at their Veteran’s gravesite. 

 The staff  at the National Memorial Cemetery of  
the Pacific is dedicated to serving our fellow Vet-
erans and families and thankful for everyone’s 
understanding during these difficult times. 
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Recruiting 
is Everyone’s Responsibility 

 Your Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, is always 
looking for new members—active duty and re-
tired officers and surviving spouse members.  
All are welcome and will enjoy the camaraderie 
of  our chapter.  Make it your goal to recruit at 
least two new members. 

 Cut out the Application for Membership 
Form on this page and carry it with you to 
be readily available whenever an opportunity 
for recruiting arises. 

Add these Websites to your 
“Bookmarks” 

 h�p://www.moaa.org 
h�p://takeac�on.moaa.org 

http://www.moaa-hawaii.org 

Trivia Answer 

She's Dorothy Gale 

Exciting Opportunity 
 Yea, you, too, can be a publisher of our monthly 
newsletter and Membership Directory.  Free 
training and software will be provided by the cur-
rent publisher who has done this labor of love for 
almost the last 15 years. 

 If you would like to tackle this challenge, 
p l e a s e  c o n ta c t  M a rk  W e b s te r  a t                             
Markster96816@gmail.com.  Please call!  Your 
mentor is sitting by—but not holding his breath. 

Virtual Veterans’ Day Ceremony 
 The Veterans’ Day Ceremony this year will be a 
virtual videoed ceremony becsause of  the Chinese 
flu.  The video of  the virtual Veterans’ Day Cere-
mony will be aired 11 November at 1030 on Ole-
lo.  Major General Varen-Lum will emcee the vid-
eo.  MG Jarrard will provide the keynote address 
and there will also be speeches by General Bram-
lett and Governor Ige.  General Richardson will 
provide the Pledge of  Allegiance.  The video will 
include an innovation at the Soldiers’ Chapel at 
Schofield Barracks.  The Chapel was built with 
funds gifted by Queen Lili’uokalani.  Addition-
ally, the video will include songs and pictures.  



2020 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership 
Execu�ve Commi2ee, Com-

mi2ee Chairs & Ac�vi�es 
President:    Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com 
Vice President: Mike Fricano, USAF 
  386-8575     heyref13@gmail.com 
Secretary:          Fred Staedel, USAF  
  445-1454   fps@hawaii.rr.com 
Treasurer:     John Kim, USAF 
  988-3349 
  jssk3155@gmail.com 
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis 
  263-4248 
  jayn28@gmail.com    
Community Affairs:  John Ma, USA 
  486-4805                
  John.ma08@yahoo.com 
JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA 
  721-0401                
  Tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com 
Legislative Liaison:  Robert Lee, USA 
  486-1488                
  bobleehnl@msn.com 
Membership:  Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com   

Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

Military Officers Associa,on 

Of America 

P.O. Box 201441 

Honolulu HI 96820-1356 

2018 & 2019 

2019 

Executive Committee, Committee 
Chairs & Activities (Cont.) 

Membership Deputy:  Kathleen Ebey, 

  Surviving USN Spouse 

  488-0743 

  WeeTrees@hawaii.rr.com 

Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF

  526-3022  lcrompton@juno.com 

Programs:   Mike Fricano, USAF  

  386-8575    heyref13@gmail.com 

Publications: Mark Webster, USN 

  734-5994                

  Markster96816@gmail.com 

Veterans Affairs:  Vacant  

Golf:       Curtis Lee, USA 
  389-8568   Curtislee34@gmail.com 

  &       Walt Kinoshita, USA  
  395-9570   Waltkinoshita@mac.com 

Webmaster:   Bob Ranaldo 
  203-758-1898  Bobranaldo@yahoo.com 

 Scholarship Fund Trustees 

Chairman:      John Ma, USA 

  486-4805  John.ma08@yahoo.com 

Board of Directors 
(Term Expires Year Indicated) 

Chairman Wesley Fong, USA (2020) 
 595-6127 & 220-5266 
 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 
Co-Chairman Calvin “Kelly” Lau, 
 USA (2022) 
 373-7938 
 laukelly@hotmail.com 
Tamara Degrafenread, USA (2021) 
 334-237-1579 
 ivydegraf@gmail.com 

Mike Fricano, USAF (2020) 
 386-8575 
 heyref13@gmail.com 
John Kim, USAF (2020) 
 988-3349 
 jssk3155@gmail.com 
William Nations, USAF (2021) 
 637-6124 
 Bill06@hawai.rr.com 
Fred Staedel, USAF (2021) 
 445-1454 
 fps@hawaii.rr.com 
Ruth Stepulis, USA (2022) 
 395-1433 
 pnrn@hawaii.rr.com 
Mark Webster, USN (2022) 
 734-5994 
 Markster96816@gmail.com 


