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Hawaii State and Aloha Chapters
Sponsor

Candidate Forum
Charles Djou and Mark Takai
First Congressional District
Friday, 1700, October 17 Oahu Veterans Center
Charles Kong Djou

(born August 9, 1970) served
as U.S. Representative for Hawaii's 1st congressional district in 2010. As a member of the Republican Party, Djou won his congressional seat in a special election in
May 2010, but was defeated in the general election in November. Djou, who previously served in the Hawaii House of
Representatives and the Honolulu City Council, is the
first Thai-American and the first Chinese-American Republican to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Mark Takai

(born July 1, 1967) is a member of
the Hawaii House of Representatives, representing the 33rd
district, as a Democrat. He previously represented the 34th
district, from 1994 until 2012.
Takai is from Aiea. He received his diploma from Pearl City
High School in 1985. He is a four-time High School Swimming Champion and a High School All-American Swimmer.
Takai received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and his Master of Public Health degree from
the University of Hawaii at Manoa. While at the University,
Takai was a Western Athletic Conference Champion swimmer, the President of the Student Senate, and the Editor-inChief of the campus newspaper.

Born in Los Angeles, California, to a ChineseAmerican father and a Thai-American mother, Djou grew up
in Hawaii. He graduated from high school at Punahou School,
and earned a Bachelor of Arts in political science and
a Bachelor of Science in finance from the Wharton School of
Finance of the University of Pennsylvania graduating magna Takai serves in the Hawaii Army National Guard as
cum laude. He earned his law degree at the University of a Lieutenant Colonel and took part in Operation Iraqi FreeSouthern California Law School. He has taught as an adjunct dom in 2009.
professor of law at the University of Hawaii.
Djou is a major in the United States Army Reserve. He deployed to Afghanistan in 2011-12.

Please attend and bring a friend(s).
Reservations: see page 7.

(Candidates bios edited from Wikipedia)

Coming Events October

Coming Events November

4 Oct (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC

1 Nov (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC

****17 Oct (Fri) Candidate Forum OVC 1700****
Meet Mark Takai and Charles Djou
Reservations: see page 7

12 Nov (Wed) Mongolian BBQ & Annual Meeting
MCBH O’Club 1700

17 Oct (Fri) EXCOM Mtg 1100 Hickam O’Club
Daedalian Room

21 Nov (Fri) EXCOM Mtg 1100 MCBH O’Club
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President’s Message
Colonel Mark Torreano ,USAF (Ret)
Aloha Kakou,

If its October, then its time to celebrate Columbus/Discoverer Day! So go out and
kiss an Italian!
Only a month until the elections and the Hawaii State and Aloha Chapters are hosting a Candidate Forum at the Oahu Veterans Center on 17 Oct with US House candidates Charles Djou
and Mark Takai. E-mail your questions to the Moderator, Bob Lee, at bobleehnl@msn.com and please
make an extra effort to attend this event. We want this evening to have a real impact on who you decide
to vote for in November between these two veterans.
Although I was in Cincinnati at my high school 50th reunion, I heard everyone had a great time at
the Annual Picnic at Bellows on the 21st, where Aviator Extraordinaire Clint Churchill provided us and all
beachgoers with another great aerial display in his Extra 300 aerobatic plane.
Of course, there were also a series of great games led by Joy Vane and Leisa Gebhard to amuse and
challenge everyone. Special congratulations to Jack DeTour who told his life history - toilet paper sheet
by sheet! Mahalos all around to our many volunteers who gathered the supplies, grilled the burgers,
chicken and hot dogs and cleaned up. And of course, a special thanks to Picnic Master George Sullivan!...But the person that is always there and can never say no to any request, is Jim Gebhard. Not only
did he do the BBQing, ably assisted by Matt McCarville, - with all meats cooked to perfection, but he also
came early, brought the serving tables, the ice, cleaned up the pavilion before most of us arrived and fired
up the grill. Well done Jim as always. I also want to give a special thanks to the Society of Military Widows (SMW) for arriving early and cleaning up the pavilion for our use. Thank you Joy and your gals.
Scholarship Fund Alert! If you haven't made a donation this year, please do so ASAP, we are
about $4,000 short this year. Please help!
Cheers, Mark

NOW HEAR THIS!! WE WANT YOU!!
(It’s an easy job but important when needed. Jack is retiring!)
Your Chapter Personal Affairs Committee (PAC) needs a representative to support our Navy family members starting January 1, 2015. The position is to assist as needed, surviving members/
spouses that may have lost a family member. There is a survivors checklist available to use as a
guide and if you can read and talk on the phone you are qualified for the job. There are four quarterly meetings a year of about an hour long and e-mail contact is used to communicate among the
committee. Lou Crompton is the PAC Committee Chair.

As the Navy rep for the past ten years, I have averaged helping about three widows a year so it is
not a time consuming task. Every situation is different but all have appreciated a friendly and
trustworthy point of contact by a Chapter member. The turnover will involve handing over a notebook with back up references, a supply of preprinted condolence cards and having a turnover lunch
with the current representative Jack Miller. If you are willing to step up and help, call Jack at 2614100 for more details.
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- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - October (FIRM)
Friday 17 Oct 1700
Candidates Forum at Oahu Veterans Center
Meet Mark Takai and Charles Djou
Reservations: see page 7
November
Wednesday, 12 November 1700
Mongolian BBQ at MCBH O’Club
Annual Meeting
December
Thursday 4 December 1700
Annual Christmas Party
(Hawaii State and Aloha Chapters)
Sunset Lanai - Camp Smith
TAPS
CDR Charles DeCosterd, USNR (Ret.) died in Feb
2014 in CA. He is survived by wife Alice.
Major Bob Reed, USAF (Ret.) died on 25 Sep. He is
survived by wife Noriko.
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Executive Committee
Elected Officers
President
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
1st Vice President
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
2nd Vice President
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Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
Hawaii State Chapter policy.

VACANT

Community Services
Kathy Delong
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com

Appointed Officers

Editor Hui O Na Koa
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net

Auxiliary Liaison
Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248
jayn28@gmail.com

Chairman, CAPT George Sullivan, USN (Ret) 2013-2015
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt, USA (Ret), 2012-2014
Trish Kubach, 2012-2014
LCDR Tom Marzec, USN (Ret), 2012-2014
Helen Peil Baker, 2013-2015
LtCol Tom Smyth, USMC (Ret) 2013-2015
Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret) 2014-2016
LTC Matt McCarville USA (Ret), 2014-2016
CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret), 2014-2016
Col Mark Torreano, USAF (Ret) President
LTC Darrell Large, USA (Ret) Past President

Public Affairs

Treasurer (acting)
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

Secretary

MOAA’s COLA Watch

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman Emeritus:
RADM C. Bruce Smith, USN (Ret)

Chair Membership
(acting)
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

VACANT

Accountant
LTC Richard DeLong USA
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com

MOAA predicts the 2015 COLA will be 1.6 to 1.8 percent.

VACANT

ROTC Scholarships
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com

VACANT

Binnacle List
All members healthy this month.

The Consumer Price Index now stands 1.6 percent above the
FY2014 COLA baseline of 230.327.

Chair Programs

Veterans Affairs
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Legislative Affairs
LtCol Tom Smyth USMC
531-2829
tjsmyth6@aol.com

Chair Personal Affairs
Lt Col Lou Crompton USAF
526-3022
lcrompton@juno.com
Chaplain
Capt Bob Walden, USAF
348-4868
walden33@hotmail.com

Webmaster
Bob Ranaldo
946-0185
bobranaldo@yahoo.com
Database Manager
Maj George Montague USAF
239-4222
montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com
TUG
Col Lou Torraca USAF
254-3286
af06hi@gmail.com
Sergeant –at– Arms

VACANT
Directory Editor
LT Jim Fromm USCG
677-7469
jffromm@hawaii.rr.com
Directory Business Manager

VACANT

The Trivia Question

In celebration of the 75th anniversary of Wizard
Of Oz - how did they make the snow in that
1939 movie?
(See answer on Page 6.)
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Auxiliary Corner
by Jayne Henley-Davis

Dear Na Wahine Koa,
Every time I turn around someone else is leaving on vacation. This seems like a perfect time to be going, especially since we've been having such warm weather!
CAUTION: Vacationer s ar e the per fect tar get for thieves, not only for financial identity theft, but
there's a bigger threat that goes beyond what's in your wallet or bank account. It's MEDICAL IDENTITY THEFT, which is up about 20 percent from last year. Crooks use your insurance or personal information to get treatment or medication, or to submit false billings in your name. Unlike credit card fraud - in which card issuers eat most, if
not all, of the bogus charges - there are NO such protections with medical identity theft. Victims often have to
pay.....about 36 percent of victims in 2013 incurred out of pocket costs that averaged $18,660, according to researchers
that just study this particular crime. Others have lost their health insurance altogether or have to pay higher premiums to
restore it.
Stolen medical credentials are more valuable on the scammers' "black market", where data is bought and
sold. This personal data contains everything to commit financial identity theft - which can include a person's Social Security and financial account numbers. Stolen health insurance and medical records can fetch about $2000 or higher. One
can't prevent things such as data breaches, but there are some steps to spot problems and to protect oneself.
Read every letter from medical insurance and health care providers, including those that say "this is not a
bill". If you see a Doctor's name or treatment date that isn't familiar, speak up. Once a year, ask your insurers for a listing of benefits paid out in your name. Check for accuracy, including your address and spelling of your name.
Guard your health insurance card and number as carefully as you would a credit card or bank account number. If you
lose your wallet, notify your insurance provider. Don't routinely carry your Medicare card, which lists your Social Security number. Make a photocopy and hide some of the number's digits.
Ask your doctors to make copies of everything in your file so you'll have a paper trail if needed. These days,
some patients have access to their medical records online, and can easily keep track of the information. Avoid unfamiliar
health fairs or storefronts offering free screenings that require your insurance information. Hang up on phone calls
promising "free" supplies or from officials asking for your particulars. One must constantly be alert, even on vacation.
On a happier note......If you are shopping around for a better deal on car insurance, the website insurancequotes.com informs us that premiums for the same policy can vary by as much as 48% over a given year, so spread your
"shopping around" over several months.

The Chaplain’s Corner
by Rev. Robert E. Walden, Chaplain
Fall is here but it still feels like summer. Labor Day is past, the kids are back
in school. But the weather is still warm
and we are all missing the Trade Winds. I
suspect that we are all ready for a change
in the weather. Change is one of those things which keeps on happening. One of the things I have learned over the years, is that if
something is not changing, it is dead. Having life means that
changes will continue to happen. The major difference between a
rock and a bug is that the bug is alive and so it keeps changing
while the rock stay static. Life is that spark that makes the difference between being alive and not.
One of the statements that I have heard a lot lately is: It is
stupid to keep doing the same thing and expecting different results.
And yet that seems to be what we do mostly. For some reason that
escapes me, terrorists seem to believe that if they kill enough people, the world will become the way they want it to be. Of course
this never seems to happen. And even when it does, things do not
stay the way they want them and its off to more killing, and things
continue to change.

As some of you know, I have a strong Scottish connection.
I admire what the Scots just tried to do. Many of them wanted an
independent country but they did not resort to violence to get it.
Instead they had a referendum, which showed that most Scots did
not want to be independent. Now this was the smart way to try to
bring change, and it has. They have been promised more control
over their own affairs but there has not been a major loss of life
over it. This is doing something different and getting better results.
This is how we should be living our own lives. Things will
change. Get used to it. The secret to living a good life is in the way
we handle these changes as they come along. As things change in
our lives, we can embrace them and make the best of them or we
can fight them and be frustrated. One of the things I have learned
which makes my life a lot easier is to manage the things that I can
but the things which are beyond my control, I turn over to God
and let Him handle it. He can handle things a lot better that I can.
And the most amazing thing I have found is that when I do this, He
does a much better job than I ever would have. So many times the
results of turning it over to His loving care has resulted in things
turning out amazing well.
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2014 CHAPTER DONATIONS
TOTAL GOAL IS $7,100
Received to date $2,532.00 (Scholarships & Community Service)
DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE)
PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 to $1,000)
Leah Rowland in memory of CAPT William Rowland
GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499)
Bruce Altenhof, Dave Belatti, Tom Corcoran, Antoinette Correia, Jerry East, Doug Gerbaz, Lance Humphrey
and Mary Monohon, Darrell Large, Owen Macy, Myrl Noggle, George & Roberta Sullivan, Richard Thomas
SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99)
Regina Foster, Jim Gebhard, Shirley Grant, Jim Kelly, Robert McEldowney,
Jack and Carrita Miller, Dan Tompkins
BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49)
Jim Brown, Curt Lee, Verne Moore, Andy Mukk, Mark Torreano
If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call Mark Torreano at 343-4877.

Happy Birthday, NAVY
Submitted by LtCol Lou Crompton, US Air Force
On Oct 13, 1775, the Continental Congress created the Continental Navy. It authorized the purchase of two vessels - the
Andrew Doria and the Cabot.
After the Revolutionary War, from 1785 to 1794, the Continental Navy was disbanded and its ships sold.
Then on March 27, 1794, Congress, by the U.S. Naval Act of 1794, authorized the original six frigates of the U.S. Navy at
a total cost of $688,888.
I heard that the editor is a plank owner...

Letter to the Commanding Officer, U.S.S. Carl Vinson (CVN-70)
RE: Concerning the lost aviator

of the jets, $57 million each, than the lost aviator. We have a
budget of — what? –$3.9 trillion? No context even for the monetary angle. All of that hurts because the largest news service
on Earth is more interested in the cost of the machines, with no
context, than the person who gave his life for others. Please
remember that not everybody reads headlines at news sites,
shrugs, and moves on. Some of us know the meaning of
what happened. I wanted to read a profile of the aviator, where
he’s from, why he decided to serve, and who he left behind —
but I got none of that.
In Syria and Iraq and many other places in the world
today, there are thousands, probably millions, of refugees because they lack basic security. They have no homes, no jobs,
and are wondering if they will survive until tomorrow. We
don’t have those problems here, because of you. What’s that
really worth? Everything. I just wish somebody would explain
that to the media and Capitol Hill. I just wished the media cared
enough to tell the real story.
Thanks, everyone on the Vinson, for serving, and
know that some ordinary Americans who don’t usually think
about “the big picture” are thinking about it now.

If there’s any way possible, I’d like to get a brief message to the
commanding officer of the USS Carl Vinson. This may not be
important in the grand scheme of things, but it’s important to
me.
I’m a cab driver for Coronado Cab Company, and me
and my co-workers drive Vinson sailors every time the ship is
in port. When we heard about the loss of the two F18s, and the
missing aviator, we talked about it on the cab stands. We felt
bad. One of our drivers has a daughter in the Marines, and one
driver is in the Naval Reserves.
We’re just cab drivers, ordinary people living ordinary
American lives, and as such we normally take for granted the
safety and security we have. Those two things, safety and security, are the reason we can normally be oblivious of world
events, and just live our safe little lives. But, with the loss of a
brave pilot, it made us think for a little while that our cocoon of
safety is actually guaranteed by people who volunteered to
make sacrifices on our behalf. Sadly, somebody just made the
ultimate sacrifice — for us. That means something. The
loss wasn’t in vain. It wasn’t just a workplace accident. It was a
sacrifice for others. I hope the family and people who knew the Thanks for serving.
lost aviator fully understand that. If the loss is felt by a taxi
Brian Blazevic
driver, I believe it’s felt by a lot of people in America.
The BBC News story paid more attention to the value Ordinary American/Taxi driver
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TUG by Colonel Lou Tor r aca USAF (Ret)

It's October already so it's time to think about a trick or treat for your favorite Geek {:-)
Skulls
This skull is made out of resin, and isn't a real skull, but it's the look you're going for, right? The top has been hacked open
and the brains scooped out, but at the jawline are 4 USB ports just waiting to be connected to your keyboard, mouse, thumb
drive, or USB powered device. In the hollow of the brainpan, keep your keys, paper clips, or whatever.
Skeleton Flash Drive
This flash drive glows in the dark and comes pre-loaded with desktop wallpapers, icons, avatars, and screensavers. The
drive is available in 2, 4, 8, and 16GB versions.
Ghost Lamp
The multi-color Ghost Lamp is remote-controlled, so when you hear someone sneaking out of the guest bedroom, just push a
button and the ghost will glow, sending them scurrying back to their room. They have 16 different colors and can flash,
strobe, or fade in addition to regular light. Unfortunately, they still will not provide any power-ups if you eat them while they're
blue.
Everlasting Carved Pumpkins
I hate to carve pumpkins: I am not particularly patient with sharp tools, plus the "pumpkin guts" irritate my skin. The Pumpkin
Geek is meant for artistically challenged tech types like me. The carvings, made on faux pumpkins, include perennial geek
favorites such as Star Trek characters and many other pop culture favorites.
"Dancing Pumpkin" Laptop Protector
It's too late for a laptop protector to save the sheen on my laptop's cover, but I might change my mind and get the one with
dancing pumpkins on it.
Brain Candle
This hand-sculpted brain candle is suspended in gel wax, so it looks just like a laboratory specimen. Thankfully, it doesn't
smell like formaldehyde. Actually, it doesn't smell like anything since we couldn't agree on what brains should smell like. Pop
off the lid, light it up, and your mad science laboratory or evil wizard lair will be ablaze with neurotic brilliance.
Skeletons
Your home or workplace can certainly be loud and chaotic. Sit these legendary See, Hear, Speak No Evil skeletons on top of
your computer as a reminder not to be snoopy, nosy, or gossipy like your friends and co-workers. That's all 4 now, have fun
trick or treating, but as always, be careful out there!! Aloha, Lou

Trivia Answer - Lions, and tigers, and bears. Oh my! Those magic snowflakes used to revive Dorothy after she fell prey to
the Wicked Witch were made of - ready? - ASBESTOS FIBERS [a popular snowflake material of the time]
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Is It Too Early? MOAA Christmas Party - 4 December
Ho-Ho-Ho. An enthusiastic planning committee met to organize the Thursday, 4 December
MOAA Christmas Party. If the enthusiasm of the planning members is any indication; this
will be a not to miss fun event. The Hawaii and Aloha Chapter committee members confirmed the location, the Sunset Lanai at Camp Smith with a starting time of 5 PM, selected the
menu and established support committees. Decorations, program entertainment, transportation and cost were other items discussed.
There was unanimous agreement to offer a Holiday Buffet with the entrees being Prime Rib
of Beef with Au Jus and Baked Salmon with Creamy Dill Sauce. Cold and Hot Hors d’oeuvres, a variety of salads, with Coconut Haupia Cake and Chocolate Dobash Cake dessert should complete an enjoyable meal. The
buffet provides a wider selection for all the attendees. Also, a no host bar is available for your libations.
Members are encouraged to car pool and offer rides to some members who may feel uncomfortable about the
night driving. Parking assistance upon arrival at the Sunset Lanai shall be provided. The program committee
promises lively entertainment, attendee engaging and special treats for all. As part of the season spirit and community giving we are asking that attendees provide a nominal gift that will be donated to the “Toys for Tots Program.”
The 2014 MOAA Christmas Party pledges to be entertaining, enjoyable and an exciting beginning for your Holiday Season. Our objective is to keep the cost under $40 per person. What a deal!!! More will follow. So mark
your calendar, that’s Thursday, 4 December, 1700, MOAA Christmas Party.

Candidate Forum
Charles Djou and Mark Takai
First Congressional District
SPONSORED by
Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA
Aloha Chapter, MOAA

Friday, 1700, October 17 Oahu Veterans Center
Moderated by Robert (Bob) G.F. Lee
To assist the moderator in facilitating the forum, please send your questions to
Bob Lee at bobleehnl@msn.com
1700-1800 Meet and Greet
1730 Eat
1800-1900 Forum
1900-2000 Mingle. Food available.
There is no charge for attending this Forum.
There will be a calabash bowl at the food table to cover MOAA’s cost.
Please make your reservation
by clicking here
or call the Oahu Veterans Center: 422-4000 - leave name and number in party on voice mail
or E-mail: mmtorreano@gmail.com

Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 31282
Honolulu, Hawaii 96820
Return Service Requested

UP-COMING CHAPTER ACTIVITIES:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday, October 17, 1700
Candidate Forum at Oahu Veterans CTR
————————
Wednesday, November 12, 1700
Mongolian BBQ & Annual Meeting MCBH
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