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BBQ At The OVC

Tour of NOAA

On Saturday, 15 October, our Hawaii Aloha
Chapter hosted a BBQ at the Oahu Veterans’
Center (OVC) for the veterans completing the bimonthly Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Recovery Rehabilitation Program (PRRP) conducted by
Tripler Army Medical Center (TAMC).
The
PRRP
provides intensive residential
rehabilitation to
veterans suffering from warrelated stress
A portion of the BBQ luncheon gather- d i s o r d e r
ing to honor the PRRP graduates. (PTSD). The 8–
Shirley Fujiwara in the foreground. to 9-week program for veterans, active duty and reserve military members is intended as a complement to the
acute care currently provided to veterans at
TAMC and long-term outpatient care provided
by VA Community-Based Outpatient Clinics, Vet
Centers, clergy, and private providers.
Inside November Issue There were 11
Birthdays
7 graduates honored.
Bridge Report
7 Two were from
Calendar of Events
2 Guam, one from
Chairman’s Comments 2 American Samoa,
Chaplain’s Corner
6
Chapter Leaders
10 a couple from HaDecember Events
5 waii and the reMembership Application 9 mainder from variNovember Events 3&4 ous states. There
Obituaries
7&8 were about 45
Surviving Spouses
6 guests, approxiTUG
8 mately half of
whom were Hawaii Aloha Chapter members.

Twenty-two Hawaii Aloha Chapter members
and guests visited the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Daniel K.
Inouye Regional Center (IRC) on Ford Island on
Thursday, 27 October.
We received a historical overview of NOAA
and the IRC from Captain Barry K. Choy,
NOAA, a Kamehameha Schools and UH graduate in meteorology. We were very impressed
with his description of the innovative utilization
of sunlight, cold ground water for air conditioning, and condensate water for toilets and irrigation in this modern, earth-friendly facility.
First, we visited the exhibit
displays and the
Tsunami Center now completely moved
from their previous location
in Ewa Beach.
CAPT Choy, NOAA, explaining
the exhibits in the IRC atrium
Then, Kerry Reardon guided
us thru the biological section
where we saw the necropsy
room and research lab.
Ocean Scientist
and Biologist
Kerry Reardon
The Hawaii Aloha Chapter tour group in the research lab.
CAPT Barry Choy and Kerry Reardon are kneeling
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter,
MOAA
Chairman’s Comments
By Mark Torreano
First the good news: your chairman made one
par during the golf outing to Barbers Point, a
once in every 10-years event!
More seriously, the election season is thankfully
drawing to a close and I want to thank each member who has been actively involved in supporting
candidates and issues, sign waving, phone calling
and most importantly, voting. Remember, early
voting is open until 5 November.
Regardless of who wins, the tensions in our political system will certainly continue because
America has become a divided house. (Weren't
the '50s great?) In spite of our problems, if we
continue to stay involved and talk to each other
with respect and commitment to make things
better, America can continue to be a beacon of
hope and progress for the world.
I urge each of you, especially if it has been a while
since you joined in chapter activities, to join us at the
annual General Membership Meeting Thursday, 17
November for Mongolian BBQ at the Hickam Officers’ Club. Following a fine meal and lively conversation, we will briefly review chapter progress in the
past year and elect three new directors. I also want to
get your input on how we can improve our activities
and extend our impact on our members and community and discuss goals for our chapter in the new year.
We are also looking for trustees for our Scholarship Fund, so please call me if your are interested.
On 3 December will be our annual Christmas
party at the Sunset Lanai at Camp Smith, so sign
up now to join in the festivities and prepare for
the holidays.
Have a great Thanksgiving!!

Add these Websites to your
“Favorites”

http://www.moaa.org
http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
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Recruiting is Everyone’s Responsibility
Your Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, is always
looking for new members—active duty and retired officers and auxiliary members. All are welcome and will enjoy the camaraderie of our chapter. Make it your goal to recruit a new member.
Cut out the Application for Membership on
Page 9 and carry it with you to be readily available
whenever an opportunity for recruiting arises.

The Trivia Question
Many of us were on active duty, but what noteworthy event happened on 1 November 1967?
See Trivia Answer Page 7

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
5 Nov 2016
(Saturday)
5 Nov 2016
(Saturday)
11 Nov 2016
(Friday)
11 Nov 2016
(Friday)

0730—Noon, Annual Retiree Seminar,
Hickam Officers’ Club. Hickam, JBPHH
1000, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer
Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center
0900, Veterans’ Day Ceremony, National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Punchbowl
0930, Veterans’ Day & USMC Birthday
Ceremony, Ka Makana Ali'i Mall, Kapolei

11 Nov 2016 1300, Governor’s Veterans’ Day Ceremony,
(Friday)
Hawaii State Veterans’ Cemetery, Kaneohe
17 Nov 2016 1800, Annual General Membership Meeting,
(Thursday) Mongolian BBQ, Hickam Officers’ Club
19 Nov 2016 0800-1600, Hawaii Women Veteran Con(Saturday) ference, Bldg 29, Kalaeloa
24 Nov 2016 0900, Thanksgiving Dinner at 1100 at Oahu
(Thursday) Veterans’ Center for veterans and their families

28 Nov 2016 0836, Golf Outing, Leilehua Golf Course,
(Monday) 199 Leilehua Road, Wahiawa 96786
3 Dec 2016 1700, Annual Christmas Dinner Party, Sunset
(Saturday) Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith, Aiea Heights
7 Dec 2016 0745, National Pearl Harbor Remembrance
(Wednesday)Day Commemoration, Kilo Pier, JBPHH

NOTICE
st

This newsletter, my 131 issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is
promulgated monthly as an official publication of Hawaii Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of
America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.

No. 11, November 2016

Nā Leo O Nā Koa

Page 3

November Events

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam is hosting its
annual Retiree Seminar on Saturday, 5 November, from 0730 until noon on the lanai of the
Hickam Officers’ Club. Retirees and surviving
spouses from all services are welcome.
Flu shots from Navy clinic are available.
Light refreshments will also be provided by
MWR Catering. Many exhibits will be presented by local military and mainland representatives displaying their propagan.., er, brochures and giveaways. Guest speakers focusing
on entitlements, benefits and updates thereto
will start at 0830. At the conclusion of the
session, valuable door prizes will be drawn.

General Membership Meeting
Join your friends for a fun evening of Mongolian BBQ at 1730, Thursday, 17 November,
on the Historic Hickam Officers’ Club rear lanai. Construct your own delicious meal from
20 fresh vegetables, 5 meats and a variety of
sauces, all at 95¢ an ounce! After we pay at the
cashier for our meal, we will take it to a designated private room where we will meet.
When we have eaten our fill (or filled our
doggie bags), our annual General Membership
Meeting will be held from 1830 to 1900. You
will receive a 15-minute overview of the state
of the chapter covering programs, membership, scholarships, finances, legislative advocacy
and community outreach.
The meeting will wrap up with the election of
three new directors to the Board. Nominees
are Gary Hara, Kelly Lau and Mark Webster
and nominations will be taken from the floor
for any additional directors and for a couple of
trustees of the Scholarship Fund.
Please make your reservation by mailing in the
Reservation Form on Page 9 of this newsletter or go to our website and sign up on-line.

The 98th Anniversary of Veterans’ Day is on 11
November. The Oahu Veterans Council (OVC)
will host an annual tribute to honor the sacrifices of
all of our Active Duty Service members and Veterans at the National Memorial Cemetery of the
Pacific, commencing at 0900, 11 November.
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November Events Continued

FREE for all Veterans & Family!

Military shoppers who reach for their MILITARY
STAR card at military exchanges are helping to
reduce credit-card processing expenses and ultimately improving their military communities.
During fiscal year 2015, bank-issued credit
card processing expenses at exchange facilities
cost the military community more than $75
million. When shoppers use their MILITARY
STAR cards, however, the exchanges avoid
these costly fees—a savings of more than $19
million last year.
“A significant portion of earning generated
from the MILITARY STAR card is returned to
military communities to fund quality of life
programs,” said Jami Richardson, Exchange
Credit Program senior vice president. She
added, “Avoiding costly merchant and bank
fees allows us to return an even greater amount
to the military community.”
The MILITARY STAR card is accepted at
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and
Coast Guard exchange facilities and online at
shopmyexchange.com. Cardholders receive
benefits including a competitive 10.49 percent
interest rate on carrying balances, no annual/
late/over limit fees, 10% off first day purchases (get your card the day you do all of your
Christmas shopping), 5¢ per gallon savings at
exchange gas stations, and free standard shipping at shipmyexchange.com
With every purchase, MILITARY STAR cardholders earn points as part of a rewards program, which launched late last year. Cardholders earn 2 points for every $1 spent wherever
the MILITARY STAR card is accepted. For
every 2,000 points earned, shoppers will automatically receive a $20 rewards card.
Source: Navy Retiree Bulletin, October 2016
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December Events
A time for Joy - MOAA Christmas Party - 3 December

Unbelievable…. merchants are mounting Christmas Trees in display areas. Not to be out
prepared, a Chapter planning committee met to organize the Saturday, 3 December, MOAA
Christmas Party. It’s the same beautiful venue as last year, the Sunset Lanai at Camp Smith,
with social hour and pupu at 5:00 PM and dinner at 6:00 PM.
Last year attendees raved about the location, food, and
lively Christmas spirit and program, so let’s do it again! Visions of cheerful members singing and trail dancing are indelible. The rousing entertainers from 2014, Ekolu Makua, are back for a hana hou. If you
would like to help us out with decorations, setup, favors, program and clean
up, please contact Mark Torreano at mmtorreano@gmail.com or 343-4877.
Our Holiday Buffet entrees are delicious Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus and Baked Salmon with Creamy Dill
Sauce, along with Cold and Hot Hors d’oeuvers, salads, and Coconut Haupia Cake and Chocolate Dobash
Cake for dessert. Also, a 4-hour no-host bar is available for your libations and wine at $20 a bottle with dinner.
Please car pool and offer rides to some members who may feel uncomfortable about the night driving.
Valet parking will be provided. As part of the season spirit and community giving, we are asking that attendees provide a nominal ($10) unwrapped gift (or several!) to donate to the “Toys for Tots Program.”
Mark your calendar and send in the below Reservation Form now or go online at www.moaa-hawaii.org to
pay by credit card for the Hawaii Aloha Chapter’s Christmas Party on Saturday, 3 December.

The National Park Service and
the United States Navy will cohost the 75th Remembrance Day
Commemoration of the attack
on Pearl Harbor on 7 December
1941. This event is also supported by the City and County
of Honolulu, the State of Hawaii and the Governor's Office,
members of Hawaii's congressional delegation, and other
branches of the U.S. military.
The program will start
promptly at 0745 at the Kilo
Pier, Pearl Harbor.
Our chapter will be represented by CAPT George Sullivan, USN, Ret., who will present a wreath, accompanied
by his wife, Roberta.
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Surviving
Spouses
By Jayne

Henley-Davis
Money Savers......
When buying shoes, check Groupon.com - it sells some merchandise,
including shoes, at closeout prices.
You can subscribe to DealNews.com for daily email alerts on
shoe deals from major retailers
and websites.
You can also go to the clearance section at Overstock.com for
the biggest markdowns.
If you shop at Costco or Sam's
Club, both often stock shoes
and sell them at wholesale
prices. Visit online consignment
stores for discounts up to 90%.
Online Shoes.com sells at 80%
discounts, sometimes more in
special sale sections.
Check eBay for sales from official retailers.
Buy higher quality shoes so that
you do not have to replace them
as often.
Use the free Shoes-Daily Deals
& Coupons app for alerts on the
best daily deals from multiple
retailers.
Just remember, when you
"Register" on any of these web
sites, you might be deluged with
ads from every retailer in the
business, not just shoe retailers.
That could be a good thing or a
nuisance, depending on the individual. Just have fun and save
money!!!
Aloha for now,
Jayne
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Rev. Robert E. Walden
As I have been observing our country lately, I
have been struck with the fact that we seem to
be getting more and more divisive. People seem
to be much more concerned with their own
views rather than the needs of society in general. When I was
growing up, I was taught that life has three priorities: First,
God; Second, others, and; Third, myself. I was also taught that
the reason the USA is so good and so great is because we are
more alike than different. Lately this seems to be turned on its
head. Diversity is valued much more than what makes us alike.
My values are much more important than anyone else’s. These
new values seem to be what our children are being taught in the
public school system and in our colleges and universities. Also
the social media is pushing it to new extremes. I fear for the
future of our great country. Somehow and some way we must
turn this around or we will not be the United States of America
for very much longer.
I do not know how to solve this elephant in the room. But I
do know that when the US was formed, it was formed on
Christian values. Now it seems that the powers that be have decided that was not a good thing and that power is much more
important than God and Christian values in particular. The further we get away from these Christian values the further we get
from the concept of true freedom and instead become filled
with more anarchy. Jesus taught that the greatest commandment was to love God above all else and, second, to love our
neighbors as ourselves. He also taught a New Commandment:
Love one another as He has loved us. This was the basis of His
teachings and it is the basis which the US is built upon. The
more we deny that, the weaker our country becomes and more
petty we become. Most every other country in the world was
created by the old adage: Might makes right! Until the USA
came along, when war was fought there was no such thing as
innocent civilians. You either supported the power structure or
you died. If you were in an area which was being attacked, you
were the enemy. We have changed how war is fought. We strive
to protect civilians, because that is who we are and this is due to
our Christian roots. As long as Christianity is not taught in our
education system, expect more violence and general discord.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving and remember to give thanks to
our creator and for the good things He has given us.
God Bless You and your family!
Bob
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter Party Bridge
Only 2 tables of bridge were
played again on Sunday afternoon, 16 October, and, again, all
were regular members. Since the
normal 5 rounds were finished
early, and players wanted to play
Shirley Ihara another round, a 6th round was
played. The session was hosted by Les &
Shirley Ihara at the Fahrni Realty Classroom.
Before play began, Program Coordinator
Shirley Ihara announced that this will be the
last party bridge session since she is resigning
as the Coordinator. She added that if anyone
would like to take over running the program,
he/she is welcomed to do that.
After completing the 6 rounds, Judy Lutfy
was the top scorer with record high of 7,890
points. Jean Chase came in 2nd with 6,770
points, followed by Les Ihara with 6,550
points, and Harriet Weissman with 6,430
points. Other contenders were: Mitzi Austin,
Bobbi & Dayle Carlson, and Shirley Ihara.
There were 2 small slams bid and made, the 1st
by Les & Harriet, and the 2nd by Judy & Jean.
Shirley’s decision to terminate the party
bridge program
was prompted
by a declining
lack of players
for the past
Seated, Judy Lutfy, Jean Chase. year or so. It
that
& Shirley Ihara. Standing, Mitzi appears
regular
Austin, Dayle Carlson, Les many
Ihara, & Harriet Weissman. players are either physically
or mentally incapacitated, and playing bridge on a
Sunday afternoon had become very difficult for
them. However, she added that if anyone would
like to restart a new bridge program, he/she
needs to contact the chapter president to
whom Shirley recently sent a resignation letter.
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Editor’s Note
Since there were only a few golfers at the October Golf
Outing, there is no Golf Report this month.

Hau'oli lā hānau!
Partial List of

November Babies

Expired Memberships not listed
If you feel you should be listed, advise
Newsletter Editor
Bancroft McKittrick 11/03
George Okihiro 11/03
Karl Piotrowski 11/03
Robert Huntzinger 11/04
Robert Takao
11/04
Kenneth Ai-Chang 11/07
Anthony Martyak 11/07
Shirley Cavenaugh 11/11
Donna Moreau 11/11
Lola Stuart
11/11
Christine Miller 11/12
Mitzi Austin
11/15
Gerald Silva
11/15

Frank Sasaki
11/16
Thomas Smyth 11/19
Donald Devaney 11/21
William Settle
11/21
Frederic Tudor 11/21
Robert Gwaitney 11/23
Allen Scott
11/24
Peter Busick
11/25
Mark Webster
11/25
Bill Nations
11/26
Vernon Arhelger 11/27
Virginia Frizelle 11/29
Harriet Weissman 11/29

Trivia Answer
"Cool Hand Luke" was released - starring
Paul Newman and George Kennedy, but it
was Strother Martin, the warden, who delivered the memorable line: "What we've got
here is a failure to communicate."

In Memoriam
WENDELL M.Y. WONG
Colonel, USAF (retired), 76, of
Honolulu, passed away on 3
October surrounded by his
family at St. Francis Hospice.
He was born on August 10,
1940, in Honolulu. After 28 years of service
in the Air Force, he became a realtor, volunteering on the CRS, HBR and HAR Boards.
Wendell was quite active in the Hawaii State
Chapter, MOAA.
He is survived by his wife, Loui; a son; two
daughters, and six grandchildren.
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii
User Group)

by Lou Torraca
http://www.the-tug.org
Today’s Thanksgiving is a wonderful holiday
where food, football, family, and friends all
converge. The modern Thanksgiving holiday
America celebrates is derived from bits and
pieces of traditional European harvest celebrations, Native American spiritual traditions of
thanks giving, and spotty documentation (and
the omission of other documentation). The
result is the rendering of an historical event
that is more fiction than truth. Thanksgiving
was made an official national holiday
by Abraham Lincoln in 1863, thanks to the
work of Sarah J. Hale, an editor of a popular
ladies magazine of the time. Interestingly, nowhere in the text of President Lincoln’s proclamation is any mention of Pilgrims and Indians.
And then, of course, there is the pardoning of
the White House Turkeys. The tradition of
“pardoning” White House turkeys has been
traced to President Abraham Lincoln's 1863
clemency to a turkey recorded in an 1865 dispatch by White House reporter Noah Brooks,
who noted, “a live turkey had been brought
home for the Christmas dinner, but Lincoln’s
son Tad interceded in behalf of its life. Tad’s
plea was admitted and the turkey’s life spared.”
Recently White House mythmakers have
claimed that President Harry S. Truman began
this amusing holiday tradition. However, Truman, when he received the turkeys, and subsequent presidents, did not “pardon” their birds.
The formalities of pardoning a turkey gelled by
1989, when President George H.W. Bush remarked, “Reprieve, keep
him going,” or “pardon”:
it’s all the same for the turkey, as long as he doesn’t
end up on the president’s holiday table.
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In Memoriam
ANNA DERBY BLACKWELL,
84, a Surviving Spouse of the Hawaii
Aloha Chapter, died on 18 October.
Anna, a kamaaina descendant of a
missionary family (Cooke), witnessed
the Pearl Harbor attack from her
family lanai. She was active in the Hawaii State
and Hawaii Aloha Chapters, MOAA.
Anna was born on 12 August, 1932 in
Honolulu, daughter of Stephen Arthur and
Dora Cooke Derby.
She attended Vassar College, 1952; University
of Hawaii, 1953; Canterbury University, New
Zealand, 1985; and received a BS degree, Hawaii Pacific University, 1991.
Anna was a writer/reporter for the Waikiki
Beach Press, Waihe'e, Hawaii, 1960-1964;
public relations director, Young Women’s
Christian Association of Oahu, Honolulu,
1966-1972; first executive director, Moanalua
Gardens Foundation, 1972-1982; managing
editor, Trade Public Company, 1987-1988;
public relations and advertising coordinator,
Chaney, Brooks and Company, 1988-1989;
and account manager AdCorp International,
1989.
Anna Derby Blackwell, American public
relations consultant, was a choir member at
St. Andrew's Cathedral, Honolulu, since
1946; founder Women's Fund of Hawaii,
Honolulu, since 1989; trustee, secretary
Cooke Foundation, Ltd., Honolulu, since
1989; and member Public Relations Society
of America (accredited), Women in Communications Inc.
Anna’s memorial service will be at 1600, Saturday, 5 November, at St Clements Church,
1515 Wilder Avenue, with the reception to
follow in the Parish Hall. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to Hanahauoli School
or La Pietra/Hawai'i School for Girls.
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Preventative Services
Now In TRICARE
Cancer- Tricare will cover
Colonguard, a new effective
and non-invasive colorectal
cancer screening exam. Given
the devastating mortality of
late stage colorectal cancer,
providing this test is a crucial
milestone in addressing the
second leading cause of cancer
deaths.
Women's Health- New genetic counseling and genetic
testing will be covered for
women identified by their
physician as being at high
risk for breast cancer.
BRCA-1 and BRCA-2 gene
testing will be covered for
women who meet clinical
guidelines.
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2016 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors

Effective 1 July 2016
(Term Expires Year Indicated)
Mark Torreano, USAF — Chairman
(2018)
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
Tamara Degraffenread, USA (2018)
334-237-1579
ivydegraf@gmail.com
Wesley Fong, USA (2017)
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Ralph Hiatt, USA (2016)
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
John Kim, USAF (2017)
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
John Ma, USA (2017)
486-4805
john.ma08@yahoo.com
Ira Tagawa, USA (2018)
487-5448
itagawa@yahoo.com

Executive Committee, Com- Executive Committee, Committee Chairs & Activities (Cont.)
mittee Chairs & Activities
President:
John Ma, USA
486-4805 john.ma08@yahoo.com
Vice Presidents: Mark Torreano, USAF
343-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
&
Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935 hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Secretary:
Ira Tagawa, USA
487-5448 itagawa@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349 jssk3155@gmail.com
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248 jayn28@gmail.com
Chaplain:
Bob Walden, USAF
348-4868 walden33@hotmail.com
Community Affairs: Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
JROTC/ROTC: Antoinette Correia, USA
721-0401 toni_correia/CIB/
HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488 bobleehnl@msn.com
&
Tom Smyth, USMC
531-2829 tjsmyth6@aol.com

Membership:
Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Mark Torreano, USAF
342-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
Publications/PR: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: George Sullivan, USN
623-2243 alohasully@earthlink.net
Bridge:
239-7947
Fundraising:
271-1172
Golf:
395-9570
&
389-8568
TUG:
254-3286
Webmaster:
203-510-6279

Shirley Ihara
lsi@hawaii.rr.com
Herb Nakagawa, USAF
shibikoherb@yahoo.com
Walt Kinoshita, USA,
waltkinoshita@mac.com
Curtis Lee, USA
leecd001@hawaii.rr.com
Lou Torraca, USAF
af06hi@gmail.com
Bob Ranaldo
bobranaldo@yahoo.com

Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
389-8568

Curtis Lee, USA,
leecd001@hawaii.rr.com

