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JROTC AWARD PRESENTATIONS

November 2009

The Saturday, October 24th Awards
Ceremony for the Team Challenge
JROTC Day at Schofield Barracks was
an impressive exhilarating event. The
Senior Instructor at Kalaheo High
School, chapter member LCDR Hank
Van Oss coordinated the logistics of
this special event.
Sixteen teams participated from several
JROTC programs in Hawaii. All the
trophies presented were engraved “Donated
by Hawaii Chapter, MOAA.” Jack Miller
participated in the ceremony and presented
a total of twenty-two trophies to the
winning team Captains. Trophies that
gleamed in the sun were enthusiastically
received with cheers and shouts. Events
included swim races, obstacle course, track
events, and a Tug-of-war. The teams were
disciplined excited, charged up, but tired.
The Awards Ceremony took place at
Schofield Barracks Training Area X-Ray.
Interestingly, the winning Roosevelt High
School girls relay team time was only two
seconds behind the boys team. A team
from Kauai won two of the events.
I strongly recommend that the chapter as
November
a Community Outreach project continue to
Event
Speaker: support the purchase and presentation of
trophies to this fine group of future leaders
RADM
Charles W. and potential military officers. Hawaii
Martoglio, Chapter contributed $200 of the $500 cost
Director of of the trophies. I call it top dollar value in
Operations directly supporting the JROTC, and it gave
PACOM
positive chapter exposure to the 200
1115 OVC attendees.
By Jack Miller

Coming Events November
7 Nov (Sat) Navy Retirement Day 0800 FRA
7 Nov (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
9 Nov (Mon) PAC Meeting 1100 Sam Snead’s
11 Nov (Wed) Veterans Day Observances
1000 Punchbowl 1315 Kaneohe Veterans Cemetery
21 Nov (Sat) Chapter Annual Meeting 1030 OVC
Speaker: RADM Charles W. Martoglio, J3 PACOM

Coming Events December
5 Dec (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
7 Dec (Mon) Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony 0740
Kilo Pier US Naval Station
9 Dec (Wed) Annual Christmas Dinner 1800
Hale Koa Hotel
18 Dec (Fri) EXCOM Meeting 1115 MCBH O’Club
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President’s perspective - Hey Big Spender!
by Commander John L Miller USN (Ret.)

When I hear on the news of America being described as a Super Power,
yet having the world’s biggest debt, the song comes to my mind “Hey,
Big Spender!” Remember the opening words of the song – “The minute
you walked in the joint, I could see you were a man of distinction, a
real big spender, good looking, so refined. Say, wouldn’t you like
to know what’s going on in my mind?” Yes, America is the man and not afraid to
spend money and help the nations of the world in trouble with either man made or
natural disasters. Those we help should be our friends, yet why don’t they remember us
in the UN when we need voting support on some noble worldly issue? The way we print
money, go into debt, and commit the finances of the next generation, everyone should
love the big spender, but I remain very nervous about the economic future of my
country. So what do we do about it? That is the real question. I would like to hear
your suggestions for maybe there is a “savior” among us.
Now back to Chapter business. The annual meeting will be held once again at the
Oahu Veterans Center (OVC) - near Aloha Stadium - starting at 1030 hours. The
election of three Directors for the term of office 2010 thru 2012 will take place. The
nominees are: Helen Baker, George Sullivan, and Bill Moore. After the Directors are
elected a short meeting of the Directors will be held to elect the Officers for 2010. There
will be a brief annual report of Chapter activities and finances. About 1115 hours,
RADM Martogolio will address the Chapter on Military Operations in the Pacific
Command. Bring your questions! The OVC will provide a steak lunch for $20.00. This
is their once a year fund raiser so spread the word and bring your friends. The event
flyer is on page 5.
We are in for another treat on December 9th at the annual Christmas Party at the
Waikiki Ballroom. Recently I heard the Sounds of Aloha Chorus at their routine
Thursday night rehearsal. They were terrific - on key (to my ear), harmonious and
lively - so we made the booking. This means you can leave your dancing shoes at home
this year, for after dinner the Sounds of Aloha men’s Chorus – forty strong – will perform
their Christmas concert. Why not organize a full table of ten of your friends? Or of
course, you may buy single tickets for a filet mignon sit down candle light dinner at
forty dollars each this year. Please consider signing up early with Jim Gebhard for this
special Holiday event.
Aloha, Jack

Plan to Attend a Veterans Day Ceremony
A number of Veterans Day ceremonies will be held on Wednesday, 11 November.
Punchbowl
Oahu Veterans Council will host the Ceremony at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl) at
1000. The keynote speaker will be Lt. Gen. Keith J. Stadler Commanding General of US Marine Forces Pacific .
MOAA Hawaii Chapter, represented by John Harms, will present a wreath.
Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery
The State of Hawaii, Governor’s Veterans Day Ceremony will begin at 1300 at the Cemetery in Kaneohe.
Governor Linda Lingle will speak at the event. The Parade of Flags will begin at 1315 followed by Presentation
of Floral Leis. MOAA Hawaii Chapter member Shirley Cavanaugh will present the chapter lei.
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- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - - -THIS MONTH - NOVEMBER 21 @1030
Annual Meeting at Oahu Veterans Center
- - NEXT MONTH - DECEMBER 9 @1800
Annual Christmas Dinner Party
Hale Koa, Waikiki Ballroom
Thinning of the Ranks
LTC Thomas E. Mullenniex, USA (Ret) died 18 July
2009. Survived by wife Jean and daughters.
Mrs. Yukiko Okada, died 13 August 2009. Spouse of
CWO4 Howard S. Okada, USA (Ret) for over 55 years.
Also survived by daughter Marian.
Interment at National Cemetery of the Pacific.
Binnacle List
CAPT Richard D. Eber, USN (Ret)
Col David A. Lerps, USMC (Ret)
Mrs. Beryl Torraca, spouse of COL Louis Torraca,
USA (Ret)
RADM Charles W. Martoglio is Director of Operations (J3)
U.S. Pacific Command. He graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy Class of 1978. Among his sea assignments:
Commanding Officer, USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62), Commander,
Destroyer Squadron 23 including sea combat commander for
the Nimitz Strike Group during Operation Iraqi Freedom, and
most recently Commander Carrier Strike Group 7 and the
Ronald Reagan Strike Group during its 2007 deployment to the
Western Pacific. His awards include the Defense Superior
Service Medal, and the Legion of Merit (with six Gold Stars).

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair, RADM C. Bruce Smith, USN (Ret), 2008-2010
CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret), 2008-2010
Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret) 2008-2010
Helen Peil Baker, 2007-2009
LtCol Louis Crompton, USAF (Ret), 2007-2009
CAPT George Sullivan, USN (Ret) 2007-2009
COL Ralph Hiatt, USA (Ret), 2009-2011
LCDR Tom Marzec, USN (Ret), 2009-2011
Trish Kubach, 2009-2011
Volume 24, No. 11 Pau Hana Koa
Published monthly by: Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA,
PO Box 1185, Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185
Subscription included in annual chapter dues.
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
Hawaii State Chapter policy.
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Medical Commentary
by our Chapter Surgeon, Dr. John Boyer
———————————————————————————Senate Bill 1776 was defeated 21 October 2009. Lawmakers
who voted against SB1776 argued that the bill should be
incorporated into the evolving comprehensive heath care
reform bill(s) rather than being a stand-alone deficit spending
measure. Its defeat means physicians who currently accept
Medicare face a 40% mandated reimbursement reduction
over the next several years unless the measure is changed.
Because heath insurance companies and programs formulate
their physician payments in relation to the Medicare fee
schedules, all physicians accepting any health insurance will
feel the financial squeeze. My TRICARE contract has been
paying 8% below Medicare rates since 2002. It is an open
question whether physicians can continue to accept Medicare
patients in the high-cost small business environment of
Hawaii while balancing increasing operational expenditures
with profound revenue reductions.
The “elephant in the room” is the national debt and (record
deficit) which is a national security risk of high magnitude. The
complete absence of tort (medical liability) reform in the
current health care legislation and the attempt to spin-off
SB1776 (anticipated to add approximately $300 Billion to debt
for our children and grand children) to make the final health
care reform bill appear “budget-neutral” is politics as usual.
True health care reform should include all issues. Meeting
the needs of our veterans and vulnerable citizens; the
immediate cost savings of tort reform (validated in California
and Texas); and reducing the burden we are leaving for future
Americans should all be on the table. One might invite their
representatives to develop some political backbone and do
what is right and fiscally sane for our great country.
*****
The potential benefits of the H1N1 vaccine exceed the risks.
The severe 1918 Spanish flu claimed seven times the total
number of Jews killed by the Nazis in WWII. History,
therefore, reminds us that flu virus mutations can be
astonishingly lethal. The H1N1 vaccine is rational and
essential in the line of community self-defense.
Respectfully submitted,
John D. Boyer, M.D.

Tripler Army Medical Center
- - - News Release - - Menu options have changed. Callers to the 433-2778
appointment line need to really listen, as their choices
changed on September 24. Callers who have memorized the
two or three number sequence to reach the clinic of their
choice will now have to rethink and modify those numbers
before pressing their phone pad numbers. Callers now have
10 initial menu choices instead of the previous seven.

Page 4

November 2009

Newsletter of Hawaii State Chapter MOAA

2009
ALL CHAPTER DONATIONS
As of 24 October 09 - TOTAL GOAL IS $7,500
Received to date $ 7,281 (Scholarships and Community Service)
DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1000 or MORE)
Hank Heyenga
PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 or MORE)
No One
GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499)
R.L. and Kiyoko Vonier , Richard and Beverly Lynn Meiers, Ralph and Clara Cook, Patricia Kubach, E.Grant,
Story and Allyn Thompson , Paul Schmitz, Joseph Comstock Jr, Bruce and Carolyn Smith , Charles Kimak,
Ralph Hiatt , Jack and Carita Miller, Nancy Strabley, John and Joan Peters, Virginia Frizelle, Marian Williams,
Robert and Frances Gwaltney, Randy and Jean Jaycox, Darrell and Rheta Large, H.William Burgess,
Susan and Bernie Schneiderman, Rex and Amy Berglund. Myrl Noggle, Hiroko N. Rae, Tom Smyth,
George and Roberta Sullivan, Jerome and Scotty East, Ross Mickey, David and Nancy Stefansson,
Constance McQuillan, Robert and Mary McEldowney, Bill and Verne Moore, Frank and Jeanne Box
SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99)
Thomas J. Wells, Lynn Alward-Bingman, Clint Churchill, Ellen McGarry, Phyllis Brasser,
Arnold and Beverly Drill, Lisa K Fry, Isabel Baker, Richard Denison, Carl L. Hokenson Jr., Jim Fromm,
Edward and Virginia O’Shaughnessy, Ira V. Baile, Regina Foster
BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49)
Gerda Lippincott, Jim and Muff Drorbaugh, Jerry Colbertson, James and Kathleen Brown, Rick Post,
Lee Bordenave, Roy McArdle, George Montague, George and Helen Kekuna
If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call me, John Harms at 261-2282

Your Chapter’s Annual Meeting
Saturday, 21 November 2009, 10:30 a.m., Oahu Veterans Center, Foster Village
We need your presence so please attend!
It’s not all work and no play; guest speaker:
Rear Admiral Charles W. Martoglio, Director of Operations, J3, U.S. Pacific Command
Following the meeting is a colossal BBQ with Steak,
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
Entertainment by MELVEEN LEED, ROY SAUMA - Ukulele Super Keiki,
TRADEWINDS and FORTRESS
Door Prizes, Silent Auction, and Great Fellowship
Cost: $20.00 for adults — $5.00 for children under 12
Active Duty Military Families pay $20 for the entire family!
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Clip and Mail - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - YES, I will attend: Adults: #______
Children: #______
Military Family: ______
Names of adults for name tags: _________________________ ________________________
Tickets for the BBQ will be handed out at the Annual Meeting.
Make checks payable to: ―Hawaii State Chapter — MOAA‖ and
Send to: Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua, HI 96734-1185
BBQ amount enclosed: $_____ Donations: Scholarship $______ Community Service $______

Wounded Warrior Support: $______

Total enclosed: $____________
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HAWAII STATE CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
New Membership Application and/or Current Member Dues Payment
Name: ___________________________________________ Male □ Female □
Last

First

MI

New Member Application □ Currently a Regular Member □ Currently an Auxiliary Member □
New members: Complete next items and Regular or Auxiliary Member section. Enter remittance at bottom.
Current members: Complete any items that have changed and enter your remittance amount at bottom of form.
Address:_________________________________________________________ Email:____________________
Date of birth:_________________________ National MOAA membership No. _________________________
Home Phone:____________________ Office Phone: _____________________ Fax ____________________
Regular Members: Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership.
Service ______ Rank _______ Active Duty□ Retired□ Reserve□ National Guard□ Former Officer□
Dues: $18 per year; 5 years for $72. Life membership: Age 50 and under, $360; 51-60 $300; 61-70 $270;
71-89 $120; 90 and older is free.
Auxiliary Members: Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular members or were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _______ Service of spouse: ________
Dues: $12 per year; 5 years for $48; Life membership: Age 50 and under, $180; 51-60 $150; 61-70 $120;
71-89 $60; 90 and older is free.
If married, spouse’s first name:___________________ Last name, if different than yours:____________________________________
Indicate interest in any of the following Chapter activities or Committees:
Personal Affairs  LAVA  Public Affairs  Program/Social  Newsletter Membership  Finance  Fund Raising 
J/ROTC Scholarships and Awards  Community Service  TUG(Computers)  Party Bridge  Golf  Tennis 

Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________
Total Remittance: $__________ Check to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185

CHAPTER ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
Yes, it may be a bit hard to believe but Christmas will soon be with us
and
it’s time for our annual always successful Christmas party.
PLACE: Hale Koa Hotel Waikiki Ballroom
DATE: Wednesday, 9 December 2009
SOCIAL HOUR: 1800 to 1900 - cash only bar (no credit cards)
DINNER: 1900 to 2000 – Cost $40.00 per person includes choice
of one entrée (Seared Filet Mignon or Vegetarian) salad, vegetables,
dessert, coffee or tea, gratuity and entertainment.

ENTERTAINMENT — SOUNDS OF ALOHA MEN’S BARBERSHOP CHORUS
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SHOW — FOLLOWED BY A SING-ALONG
——————————–—————————————— Clip and Mail —–—————————————————————

I/We Plan on attending: ________________________________ _____________________________________
I would like to reserve a table for ten for the following people: _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
(This cannot always be guaranteed but we will try to accommodate your request.)
DINNER CHOICE: Seared Filet Mignon _________________Qty. Vegetarian ________________Qty.
Payment to include optional donation:

Wounded Warrior Support $_________________

ROTC Scholarships: $______________________

Community Service $________________

Dinners @ $40.00 each: $___________________
Total Funds Enclosed: $_________________
Make check payable to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA and mail by December 1st to:
Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua, HI 96734-1185
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AUXILIARY CORNER
The October 2009 Issue of “The Affiliate,” which comes to Chapter officers from MOAA
national headquarters, posed a challenge in its Auxiliary Corner. After pointing with pride to
efforts which help “America‟s deployed service members and their families who keep vigil on
the home front,” Auxiliary members were cited for their activities in this arena; but the
article went on to raise a “relevant – and sometimes overlooked – point: we need to help each other, too.
“Lending a hand to those who fight is important,” the article continued, “but so is helping MOAA
members and their spouses. Many members have aged gracefully into their 80s and beyond, with life
changes and illnesses setting in. These members can use our help as they strive to stay independent and
engaged in chapter and other activities.
“As members of the military community, we‟ve lived by the conviction, „The military takes care of its
own.‟ Numerous chapters already have turned this conviction into action when it comes to their senior
members, responding in both conventional and innovative ways.”
The article then “challenges chapter officers and members, chaplains, and auxiliary liaisons to tell us
how you help your senior members. If you are a senior member, let us know what type of help you
would appreciate (emphasis supplied) ….Be practical, innovative, functional, and creative.”
A few years back, your Auxiliary liaison canvassed, by mail, the 130+ Auxiliary members to see how
you thought we could be helpful. Exactly six replies were received! Responses ranged from “I‟d love to help
stuff envelopes” to “I‟m too frail (or live too far out of town) to be any use.” Finding meaningful activity for
Auxiliary members remains an on-going challenge.
However: your Auxiliary chair sits on the Personal Affairs Committee and is actively engaged in its work,
particularly with members who are suddenly pitchforked into Auxiliary status. This mission goes far beyond
sending a sympathy card and attending the services: PAC members act as Casualty Affairs Officers when a
member dies, providing assistance with the kaleidoscope of forms, lists, phone numbers, financial hassles
that inevitably accompany this change in status. We‟re doing follow-up, too, weeks and months down the
road, to provide a helping hand (and an absorbent shoulder) as the family copes with “turning the corner.”
In the works is a Checklist, which we‟re trying to keep as basic and simple as possible in the face of
all the tasks, large and small, that must be considered. It‟s divided into “What to do right now” and “What
to do when the time comes.” Once we‟ve honed and fine-tuned it, you‟ll hear from us: loud and clear – and
often.
Again: if you‟ve suggestions, questions, comments, or Bright Ideas, please be in touch! My phone and
email run regularly in Pau Hana Koa. I look forward to hearing from YOU!

-- Aloha, Anna Blackwell

Twelve Days of Christmas

(Continued from Page 7)

Shock-isolation technology to give maximum protection for your precious data inside. High-performance,
highly reliable storage weighing less than 11 ounces; small enough to fit in your shirt pocket. Take a look at
the wide variety of choices with regard to size, capacity, etc. at: http://tinyurl.com/nrpu
Sixth day: an excellent choice for a stocking stuffer that will not tax your budget but will bring smiles to one
and all - a digital picture key ring available on Amazon. 1.4-inch LCD color screen supports JPEG and BMP
photo formats; slideshow effects with time and date display feature. Able to store up to 60 colors photos, the
perfect companion to any set of keys. That’s it for now, stay tuned for the December first list (days 7-12) and
have a very Happy Turkey Day.

Aloha,

Lou

A FEW HISTORIC NOVEMBER EVENTS
General George Washington issued his "Farewell Address to the Army," 1783 11/2
The United States Marines established by the Continental Congress, 1775 11/10
World War I ended, 1918 (Armistice Day) 11/11
President Lincoln delivered his Gettysburg Address, 1863 11/19
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy (JKF) was assassinated in Dallas, Texas 1962 11/22
Thanksgiving was first celebrated as a national holiday, 1789 11/26
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TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca USAF (Ret.)

Hard to believe, but as of the 1st of this month (November) u have 54 days to get hoppin’
and get your true-geek something they will love/cherish/adore/do flips over. I have scoured the ‘net: here
is my wish list for the first 6 days…(tune in on the 1st of December for 7-12). This should take care of the
conservative shoppers who want their gifts ready to go well ahead of THE day and the last minute shoppers
who always wait to see if the price goes down on Christmas Eve!! As always, I advise potential buyers to
surf the net to compare prices.
First Day: the iGo folks have done it again! If u are a road warrior or just an occasional traveler and own a
netbook, iGo has just the goodie 4 u: The iGo Netbook Home/Office Charger fits nicely in your bag and
includes a pouch for your tips, so u only have to carry one charger, not a bunch! It’s perfect for powering
virtually all netbook computers from your home or office.
NOTE: Multiple tips work with the vast majority of netbook computers. You are eligible for an additional free
tip so u can select one for your cell phone, player, etc. The tips are not that expensive; u can afford to get
one for each of your gadgets. BTW, this particular charger doesn’t work for a full-size laptop, so, if u need to
carry both, go for the laptop charger which will also charge the netbook. I bought a cellphone tip for my
Pantech C3B and used the charger, with the usb cable plugged in, to charge my netbook and cellphone at the
same time and tried it both using the wall plug and the usb cable,as well as the car plub and the usb cable.
Not a scientific result, but I think both times the recharging was faster than with the factory supplied
chargers! To see all the neat things iGo has for u, go to their webpage at www.iGo.co to read the details.
While u are there you can pick up some for Christmas.
Second Day: is for all u iPhone lovers…gotta protect that investment, right? Otter box has the solution.
Available in 7 vibrant colors, the OtterBox Commuter™ TL Series for iPhone™ 3G/3GS incorporates 3 slender
yet sturdy layers to provide superior protection with STYLE. First, apply the self-adhering film to protect your
touch screen from scratches and dings. The second layer is a textured silicone skin with inner-coring,
designed to dissipate shock AWAY from your iPhone. The outside of the case is a translucent plastic shell
that clips around the spine of the silicone, adding extra support. Your access ports are protected with tight
silicone plugs to keep them free of dust and debris. This case was designed to slide easily in and out of your
pocket or purse. The OtterBox Commuter™ Series for iPhone™ 3G/3GS is interactive and trend-setting; visit
www.Otterbox.co for pricing and availability.
Third day: a fun one I could not resist! Put it on your desk, next to your computer, or on the coffee table.
Amazon has it for what I think is probably the best price. How the floating globe works: It's a simple
premise - magnets of opposite poles on the top and bottom of the globe. Their forces should cancel out and
the globe will levitate. The theory is great except that it would require a globe that is perfectly spherical and
with a completely uniform distribution of weight. Basically, this would require a magnetic levitating globe
created by NASA engineers using $15,000 hammers. The next logical step is to create magnets that can
adjust their forces based upon changing conditions. For instance, if there's a little wind in the room that
forces the globe in one direction or pushes it slightly up or down, the magnets could adjust their forces and
keep everything balanced. That's exactly what the Magnetic Levitating Globe does. In the top of the frame,
a sensor measures the magnetic field to compute the height at which the globe is suspended. In the bottom
of the base, a microcomputer adjusts an electronic magnet in the upper part of the frame in order to
maintain suspension.
Fourth day: If u still haven’t gotten the bug; this might be the one to change your mind: Sony PlayStation
3 Slim (120GB). CNET Editors give it 4 stars and have this commentary: The newly redesigned PlayStation 3
comes with 120GB of internal storage and is almost 40 percent thinner than the original PS3. THE BOTTOM
LINE: With a smaller design, more energy-efficient operation, lower price tag, and built-in Blu-ray and
multimedia capabilities, the PS3 Slim delivers a compelling package for an affordable price. ($299)
Fifth day: a must-have practical gift - OWC Mercury On-The-Go Pro™: bus powered portable solutions safely
and conveniently transport large amounts of data. Compact and versatile - no AC adapter required! HighPerformance 2.5" 5200RPM, 5400RPM, 7200RPM, and SSD solutions with up to 64MB data buffers give you
maximum storage in an ultra-portable, totally bus powered design. Stylishly engineered in a sleek, impactresistant acrylic enclosure, the Mercury On-The-Go Pro incorporates
(Continued on Page 6)
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Don’t miss hearing the Sounds of Aloha Chorus at our Christmas Party!

UP-COMING CHAPTER ACTIVITIES:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter Annual Meeting
21 November 2009, 1030
Christmas Party, 9 December 2009, 1800
See Pages 4 & 5 for Details/Reservation Forms

Above Left: PTSD
Group at OVC
Remaining Shots:
October 21
Taiko Drum Event
at Pohai Nani

