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Chinatown Tour and Lunch May 7. Signup by May 2. See page 7 for details.

Chapter President “Storms the Hill”
As your president, I had the honor
and pleasure to participate in
MOAA's annual "Storm the Hill"
event from April 7-10 in Washington
DC. MOAA paid my travel and hotel
expenses and provided meals and
transportation. The Hawaii State
Chapter alternates years with Aloha
Chapter.

The event is very well done with virtually all of MOAA's staff supporting. The main activity is the preparation for and then making office calls
on Congress to advocate for various
pay, benefits, healthcare and other
issues involving the active, retired
and dependent groups. We also heard
from various MOAA staff offices, as
well as partner organizations.
After a day of preparation, I met with
Congresswomen Hanabusa and Gab-

bard and Senator Hirono and staff for
Schatz, along with a MOAA staff
member. I opened each meeting
thanking them for their support in
rolling back the cuts in retired pay
COLAs, and then presented each
with a certificate of honorary membership in the Chapter. During our
substantive discussions, all expressed
strong support for most of our issues. Overall, I believe the meetings
significantly improved their understanding of MOAA's role and our
Hawaii chapters.
MOAA President VADM Ryan
(USN, Ret) told us that MOAA members sent almost 300,000 emails to
Congress opposing the 1% reduction
in annual COLA for retirees, which
was key to its reversal. He said
MOAA's emphasis now is revitalize
the chapters with a 5-year membership system overhaul designed to increase membership to 400,000 from
the current 383,000, of which only
57,000 are members of one of the
407 chapters. Under the 2013 incentive program, they signed up 2,556
new members.
Ryan said the Board has approved a
Veteran Service Officer pilot program to help vets with their VA dis-

ability claims and they are conducting very successful spouse conferences around the nation to help
spouses better adjust to the workforce
challenges of Service life's frequent
PCSs. I mentioned to the staff that
Hawaii would be an excellent location for a spouses conference and see
this as a future project for us to sup-

port.
The Transition Support Center briefing covered the TOPS programs new
initiatives on virtual career fairs and
social media tools to expand job
hunting options. Check out their web
page on Moaa.org for more information. We also received briefings
from several partner organizations on
the benefits they provide to MOAA
members and I will post a short summary of that on the web site soon.

Coming Events May

Coming Events June

3 May (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
7 May (Wed) Special Tour of Chinatown 0930
followed by
Dim Sum Lunch at Empress Restaurant
16 May (Fri) EXCOM Mtg 1130 MCBH O’Club
Memorial Day Ceremonies - See page 5 for details

7 Jun (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
19 Jun (Mon) Catered Lunch at OVC 1100
(See brief write up on page 3)
20 Jun (Fri) EXCOM Mtg 1130 Hickam W&O
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President’s Message
Colonel Mark Torreano ,USAF (Ret)
Aloha Kakou,

This past month, we had a very interesting tour of the
new NOAA Pacific Regional Center on Ford Island well attended by both Aloha and Hawaii State chapter members.
Following a briefing on the PRC's mission, tours of the new facility inside two historic WWII hangars and the International Tsunami Center gave
our members a good look at the broad and complex programs NOAA carries
out in the Pacific. My thanks to Darrel Large for coordinating this
event.
If you plan to attend the Aloha Chapter's 7 May Chinatown tour and
dim sum lunch, the sign up deadline is 2 May. See page 7 for details and
to make your reservation.
Lastly, I want to repeat that we are proud to now have added four
honorary members to our chapter, Representatives Hanabusa and Gabbard
and Senators Hirono and Schatz, which I presented during my "Storming
the Hill" office calls on April 9th.
Cheers, Mark

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
LtCol Tom Smyth USMC (Ret.)

National Issues: Congress continues to debate (argue ?) with DOD on the major issues affecting
the DOD budget. Much disagreement on Commissary funding although it is likely there will not be
major cuts. Could even combine Commissary and PX/BX/NEX systems. Will likely be several
months before these issues and the FY2015/2016 sequester cuts are settled. May be some cuts in
new system development, but biggest impact are proposed DOD personnel cuts, especially in Army and USMC
end strength. Stay tuned, at least the national news coverage is pretty balanced and consistent.
Hawaii Legislative Issues: At the 2014 legislature session ending April 25, several important military bills did
make it through the process. These include:
GET exemption for current VA Patient-Centered Community Care Program.
50% reduction in state vehicle taxes for totally disabled veterans.
Asking all counties to coordinate activities that could impact VA cemeteries.
Voluntary listing of vet status on driver’s licenses and State ID cards.
Resolution supporting Agent Orange exposure to ships and planes as a VA disability.
Resolutions urging Congress to reform sexual assault processes.
Some bills we supported did not get needed funding:
Planning, design and construction of post-Vietnam conflicts memorial.
Construction of a vet’s long term care facility.
Designation of a Women’s Military Coordinator, Office of Veterans Services.
Resolution for a Task Force to study hyperbaric PTSD/TBI treatment.
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- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - May
Wednesday 7 May
Special Tour of Chinatown at 0915
Followed by Dim Sum Lunch
At Empress Restaurant
*Please note the cutoff date is changed to 2 May*
(SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 7)
June
Thursday 19 June 1100
Catered Lunch & Speaker at Oahu Veterans Center
LtCol Ray Swalley USMC (Ret.) aviation experience
from a WW I Jenny bi-plane in 1922 to an AD
Skyraider in 1958.
July
Tour of FAA Tower at Honolulu International
August
Sunday 17 Aug 1200 (tentative)
Annual Picnic at Bellow AFS
TAPS
LCDR Ira Bailey, USN (Ret) died on 3 Apr at age 98

Page 3

Executive Committee
Elected Officers
President
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
1st Vice President
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
2nd Vice President

VACANT
Secretary
Lt Col Bruce Altenhof USAF
277-3932
bruce.sandra1990@gmail.com
Treasurer (acting)
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

Appointed Officers

CAPT Ray Robinson, USN (Ret) died on 14 Apr.
Survived by wife Bee.
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The Trivia Question
Easy one this month... what island country is well
known for having no snakes and only one reptile? It
does sound like a patch of Paradise on earth... And we
know it as (See answer on Page 5)
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Auxiliary Corner
by Jayne Henley-Davis

Dear Na Wahine Koa ......
The IRS is warning of an Email Tax scam which is bogus and claims that there is a problem with
your 2013 tax return. If you receive an email that appears to be from the IRS and claims that there
is a problem with your 2013 tax return, DO NOT respond. It's the latest scam to surface this tax season. Scammers are sending phishing emails that appear to be from the IRS Taxpayer Advocate Service and warn
taxpayers that their 2013 income tax has been "flagged" for review due to a document error. To resolve this issue, recipients are to contact the IRS Taxpayer Advocate Service by clicking on a link within the email. The link
supposedly provides information about the taxpayer advocate assigned to their case or allows taxpayers to review their reported income. However, the IRS reports that the link actually leads to a Web site that solicits personal information, which thieves can use to steal your identity or access your accounts.
Although the Taxpayer Advocate Service is a legitimate entity, it does NOT initiate contact with taxpayers by email, text, or any social media network.....NOR does the IRS.
If you receive an email that appears to be from the IRS or Taxpayer Advocate Service, DO NOT reply to it and
do not click on any links within the email. Instead, forward the email to the IRS at phishing@irs.gov.
Also beware of phone scams during tax season. Scammers have been calling people across the country
claiming that they owe money to the IRS and making threats including arrest if they don't pay up. Such a wonderful world we live in .....just another challenge to keep us on our toes!
Aloha for now.......Jayne

The Chaplain’s Corner
by The Rev. Robert E. Walden, Chaplain

Spring Break is past, Easter is past,
Mothers’ Day is on top of us and
Commencement is also drawing
close and then we have Summer
Break and people traveling all sorts of places on vacation. All of this can be a source of a great amount of
stress. How we handle that stress can determine how
relaxing our summer vacations really are. I have always
found that the best way to handle this stress is through
prayer and meditation. Through prayer and meditation I
have learned to turn all of the stress over to God (He
has some pretty big shoulders) and just relax and enjoy
the activities. He always works things out better than I
would and it is a lot easier on me.
As you travel around this summer, look at how
many things there are which praise God and make life
so much more interesting. I am always impressed by
how many people seem to look at creation and take it
all for granted. Some always also seem to believe that

we can change creation as we want it to be. All of the
discussions about global warming have been very interesting to me. Personally I think it is a little egotistical
of us to really think that we can change things to any
great extent. For example, how many weather forecasters do you know who are able to even accurately forecast what the weather will be tomorrow? Weather forecasters are the only profession I know who get paid
even though they are wrong most of the time! And if
you listen the next day, no apologies for being wrong!
The Earth has gone through many changes throughout
its history, and most of those changes were without humans even being present. The only one I know who
can, and does, change the world is God. And if He has
the power to change the way the world operates, He
certainly has the power to change our lives. Remember,
He does love us and wants what is best for us, even
when we disagree with Him. Have a blessed and safe
summer.

Trivia Answer - Ireland of course is that island COUNTRY... lucky we live in the snake free island State.
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2014 CHAPTER DONATIONS
TOTAL GOAL IS $7,100
Received to date $1700.00 (Scholarships & Community Service)
DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE)
PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 to $1,000)

Leah Rowland in memory of CAPT William Rowland
GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499)
Bruce Altenhof, Antoinette Correia, Jerry East, Darrell Large, Owen Macy, Myrl Noggle
SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99)

Shirley Grant, Jim Kelly, Robert McEldowney, Dan Tompkins
BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49)

Jim Brown, Tom Corcoran, Andy Mukk, Mark Torreano
If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call Mark Torreano at 343-4877.

Hawaii Military Appreciation Month
HONOLULU -- The state of Hawaii has declared the month of May as Hawaii Military Appreciation Month. This is a
time for everyone to give thanks to the troops and their families for their untold and unselfish sacrifices.
This year's program began with Hawaii's government and business leaders, led by Bank of Hawaii, BAE Systems, Hunt
Properties Inc., Hawaii Pacific University, and the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, hosting military leaders with a dinner reception at the historic Royal Hawaiian Hotel, the very place that was used by the military as a rest and recuperation
center during World War II.
The Honolulu Council of the Navy League will host the Combined Military Band Concert, 6-8:30 p.m., May 2, Hale Koa
Hotel's Luau Gardens. This special presentation will feature top military band members from the 25th Infantry Division's
Tropic Lightning Band, U.S. Pacific Fleet Band, Marine Forces Pacific Band, Pacific Air Forces Band, and the Hawaii
Army National Guard's 111th Army Band. The concert is free and open to the public.
Local business leaders will host the Military Recognition Luncheon, noon-1:30 p.m., May 10, at the Hilton Hawaiian Village Hotel's Coral Ballroom. The luncheon will feature the recognition of seven military leaders from the U.S. Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, Hawaii National Guard, and the U.S. Pacific Command for their outstanding contributions in local community service. Some of Hawaii's high school seniors who were selected to attend the
service academies will also be recognized.
This year's grand finale will be a Military Appreciation Day, 9 a.m.- 2:30 p.m., May 19, at the Honolulu Zoo. The City
and County of Honolulu will offer military families free admission to the Honolulu Zoo where corporate sponsors will
provide free food, beverages and entertainment.

Go to: http://www.staradvertiser.com/
specialprojects/2014/2014_Military_Appreciation_Month.html for local merchants
offering discounts to military and military retirees during the month of May.

Memorial Day Ceremonies
Sunday, May 25 - Waikiki War Memorial - Natatorium at 1000
Sunday, May 25 - Vietnam Veterans Candlelight Ceremony - Punchbowl at 1730
Monday, May 26 - Schofield Barracks - Post Cemetery at 0900
Monday, May 26, 2013 - National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific - Punchbowl at 0800
Mayor Kirk Caldwell
Monday, May 26, 2013 - Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery - Kaneohe at 1300
Governor Neil Abercrombie
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TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca USAF (Ret)
THE RUNNING OF THE NERDS-CROSSING THE FINISH LINE

It’s been an interesting “run” this year with lots of fun things for everyone, but the finish line is here, so following are a few final
goodies for you to take a look at...enjoy!
*This one will probably interest the ladies, but come to think of it, the gentlemen who like to give gifts will also like it I bet.
American Pearl, a fine jewelry trailblazer since 1950, has introduced a new and unparalleled manufacturing process using a range of newly developed technologies. American Pearl has spent five years developing and perfecting a proprietary 3D printing manufacturing process to generate gold or
silver in real time; all driven by software controlled by consumers. After selecting a piece of jewelry on their webpage- such as a ring, bracelet, necklace or earrings – customers have the capability to fully customize that piece and then view the results from any angle. Options include metal type,
gem, size, engraving and more. As a result, each jewelry design is available in over one million permutations, returning the power to the consumer to
get precisely what they want, instead of relying on available inventory. Once the customer previews their creation and checks out, American Pearl
uses a proprietary 3D printing manufacturing process to generate the gold or silver elements. Then, gems such as diamonds, pearls, sapphires or
emeralds are added according to the precise specifications that the customer selects. The entire process generally takes about 3-4 days, as compared
to an average of two weeks that it takes to make jewelry using the traditional means of welding pre-existing pieces together.
*Tranquil Moments White Noise Sound Machine for Baby
Bring home better sleep for your baby and yourself with clinically proven sleep sounds!
Clinically proven sleep sounds: Six relaxation sounds specifically designed to help improve your baby or young child’s sleep habits; Exclusive Sleep
Enhancement Technology gradually slows playback speed of each sound program over a 20-minute period; Rich, omni-directional sound; 30-, 60- or
90-minute auto shutoff; Gradual-off volume control decreases volume during the last 10 minutes of selected program; Uses AC adapter or four AA
batteries.
*If you do much TV program recording for later viewing...this one is for you. Channel Masteris a new subscription-free consumer DVR that promises
to revolutionize how people record and view free over-the-air TV programming. DVR+is an easy-to-use broadcast TV DVR, combining multiple features to ensure anyone can watch and record free HD-quality broadcast TV, as well as stream video services. DVR+ combines a high definition dualtuner DVR, the economical flexibility of an external hard drive, streaming video services and a unique integrated TV programming guide all in one ultra
-slim device, standing just over one-half inch in height. Today, most local markets offer many broadcast channels, in addition to the major networks
such as ABC, CBS, FOX, NBC, PBS, Univision, Telemundo and the CW -- all for free. “Consumers today are demanding freedom and flexibility for
their TV experience,” said Coty Youtsey, President of Channel Master. “Channel Master is providing a premium option with DVR+ as consumers rediscover free over-the-air broadcast programming in the midst of a fragmented TV-delivery industry.”
*I bet you, like me, still have an original Polaroid Camera stashed away someplace and remember how much fun it was...well, here is the companys
answer to the new-age camera. Polaroid Peer-to-Peer Wi-Fi Enabled Line of Ultra High Optical Zoom Bridge Cameras The built-in Wi-Fi enables
instant peer-to-peer sharing of photos and videos—simply connect to your smartphone or tablet and share images and movies from your camera directly with friends, family or social media. The family of easy-to-use cameras feature the optical zoom capabilities designed to fit any need and budget
with a 50X optical zoom (iE5036W), a 40X (iE4038W), a 35X (Ixx353W) and 30X optical zoom (iE3035W). “Polaroid is the iconic brand that consumers trust to capture and share their precious moments, and with the addition of peer-to-peer Wi-Fi to our new bridge camera line, consumers can now
instantly share those moments with all their friends and family,” commented Scott W. Hardy Polaroid President and CEO. “This is what Polaroid is all
about and we are going to continue to bring consumers these easy to use, cool innovations that will make their lives more memorable.” Produced by
Sakar International, an authorized Polaroid licensee, all four models deliver ultra high optical zoom capabilities, quality images, and have the ease and
convenience of a smartphone, making it fast and simple for everyone to capture outstanding photos with minimal fuss.
*If you have ever run out of memory, you know how frustrating it can be. SanDiskhas a solution for you. “We are addressing a common problem of
consumers running out of memory on mobile devices, and are extending our Connect product line with a 64GB Wireless Flash Drive for access to
even more videos, photos, music, and documents on-the-go,” said Dinesh Bahal, vice president, product marketing, SanDisk. “With the SanDisk Connect products, consumers can expand the memory on their phones and tablets, stream movies, and share photos and documents with colleagues,
friends and family with ease and style.” The SanDisk Connect product line enables consumers to wirelessly stream3 and store content on-the-go without Internet access. In addition to the release of the 64GB SanDisk Connect Wireless Flash Drive, SanDisk has been continuously updating the software to improve performance and accessibility of the drive while keeping a cellular data connection4. For the Wireless Media Drive, updates also include a web app that enables wireless access from PCs and Mac computers, and the ability to play back movies purchased on iTune
*Are you an “average U. S. Adult?” If u r, read on...even if u aren’t, it’s an interesting piece!
Recent studies show that the average U.S. adult spends more than five hours a day online, with
most of that time spent on mobile devices such as phones and tablets. As consumer dependence
on digital technology continues to grow, Essilor of America, the nation’s leading manufacturer of optical lenses, recently introduced Crizal Prevencia
No Glare lenses, offering improved eye protection from the harmful blue light emitted by our everyday digital devices. Blue light, part of the visible
light spectrum with wavelengths between 380-500 nanometers
(nm), is emitted not only by the sun but also by artificial light sources such as LEDs, computers, smartphones and tablets. Based on this research,
Essilor developed Crizal Prevencia NoGlare lenses, which selectively deflect 20 percent of harmful Blue-Violet light while allowing beneficial light to
pass through and maintain excellent transparency for optimal vision at all times. In recent lab tests, Crizal Prevencia No-Glare lenses led to a 25 percent decline in porcine retinal cell death. Crizal Prevencia No-Glare lenses also offer an Eye-Sun Protection Factor (E-SPF®) of 25, which means the
wearers’ eyes are 25 times more protected against UV rays than wearing no lenses at all. All Criza No-Glare lenses provide the clearest vision possible, with the most complete protection against glare, scratches, smudges, dust and water.
That’s a wrap for my International CES coverage this year. Let me know if there are any topics you would like me to write about. See u next time.
Aloha, Lou
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University of Hawaii Kicks Off 2014 Scholarship and Leadership Awards
For 33 consecutive years our Chapter has presented MOAA scholarship and leadership awards to deserving University of Hawaii Army and Air Force ROTC cadets. In addition to Chapter scholarships, cadet leaders from each
freshman to senior class received MOAA Leadership Medals and Certificates of recognition.
Army MSIII Cadet Marvin Woods earned the 1LT Jonathan Brostrom MOAA, Hawaii State Chapter Memorial Scholarship Award. In addition to
his leadership and outstanding achievement Cadet Woods merited the highest
physical fitness score. The award was presented by Mary Jo Brostrom and
son, Army Captain Blake Brostrom.
Air Force ASIII Cadet Lauran
E. Kittle’s leadership, officer
potential and remarkable 4.0
GPA, earned her the MOAA
USAF ROTC scholarship.
Both cadets received their recognition and a $500 award. MOAA’s Ralph Hiatt, a University of
Hawaii 1967 ROTC graduate presented the award.

Army cadet leadership awards were presented to
MSI Ashley Fisher, MSII Eric Agluba, MSIII
Marcienne Anderson and MSIV Brookes Warren.
Air Force cadets earning leadership medals were
ASI Juyoug Song, ASII Cory K. Wooton, ASIII
Chase R. Smith, and ASIV Nicholas T. Sugai.

RESERVATION FORM

A Strolling Tour of Chinatown, Honolulu
Meet at Hawaii Heritage Center,
1040 Smith Street, Honolulu, HI 96817

0915, Wednesday, 7 May 2014
Followed by Dim Sum Luncheon at Empress Restaurant
Member: _______________________________ Spouse: ______________
Guest(s): _____________________ Transportation ____ (Check if needed)

Cost of Tour and Lunch per person = $30.00. ___ x $30.00 = Total $ ________
(Includes tour, tasting, lunch, tax and tip)

Park in any Municipal Parking Lot or in the Chinatown Cultural Plaza
Please send in your reservation ASAP but NLT Friday 2 May 2014 to:
Checks Payable to: Aloha Chapter, MOAA
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 201441
Honolulu, HI 96820
Call Wes Fong at 220-5266, if necessary, for more information

Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 31282
Honolulu, Hawaii 96820

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Permit No. 702
Honolulu
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UP-COMING CHAPTER ACTIVITY:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, May 7, 0915
Special Tour of Chinatown &
Dim Sum Lunch at Empress Rest.
Thursday, June 19, 1100
Lunch and Speaker at OVC
__________________________________________________

Chapter Honors ANZAC Day 2014

Friday, 25 April 2014 marked the 99th anniversary of the landings at Gallipoli, Turkey by the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps - ANZAC. Annually, the day is set aside to honor all armed
forces of both counties that have served in conflicts since that memorable day. The Gallipoli campaign cost the lives of nearly 11,500 while solidifying the valor, sacrifice and heroism of their countries’ soldiers. ANZAC soon became a national day of commemoration for the 61,000 Australians
and 18,000 New Zealanders who died in World War I. It is their memorial day. A ceremony at the
National Cemetery of the Pacific honored our allies who have stood beside the United States for
nearly 100 years. Scott Dewar, General Consul-General of Australia, Honolulu and Major General
Rick Burr, Deputy CG, US Army Pacific presided. MOAA’s Ralph Hiatt and Bruce Altenhof with
his wife Sandy attended.
(Submitted by Ralph Hiatt)

