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“STORMING THE HILL” by Colonel John Harms, USMC (Retired)
Each Spring MOAA Council and
Chapter Presidents descend on their
respective Congressional delegates in
Washington DC to put forth (or
lobby) MOAA’s yearly legislative
agenda to assist their members.
This year Bobbie and I, along with
MOAA staff member Cynthia
Thompson (to keep us in line)
met with the Hawaii delegation.
The Congress was in session with
some very hot
topics (like
immigration reform) so we were
only
able
to
meet
with
Congressman Ed Case personally.
We did meet with Ed Kelly and
Blaine Saito, Senator Dan Inouye’s
and Congressman Neil Abercrombie’s
very professional legislative assistants,
respectively.
Unfortunately,
for
reasons
unknown, we were not able to meet
with any of Senator Akaka’s staff
members. We did stop by his office
and left the MOAA 2006 Legislative
Priorities folder with his secretary.
The first legislative initiative we are
seeking opposition support for is the
Health Care
Cost-Shifting to
Military Beneficiaries proposed by the
Department of Defense (DOD) for all

retirees enrolled in TriCare (NOT
TriCare for Life). For example
TriCare Prime family fees would go
from $460 for family coverage to
$1400 per year.

Both Congressmen Case and
Abercrombie have co-sponsored
House Bill 4949 to prevent this from
occurring. A companion Senate Bill
was to be introduced by Senator
Lautenberg and Senator Dewine
after we left.
Senator Inouye,
through Ed Kelley, stated that he
would co-sponsor this Senate bill; we
have no idea about Senator Akaka.
The second legislative initiative is
ending Survivor Benefit Plan (SPB) –
Dependency
and
Indemnity
Compensation (DIC) offset for a
widow/widower who is entitled to

receive both. In other words, a
qualified person receiving DIC as a
result of a spouse’s service-connected
death currently has the SBP payment
reduced by the amount of DIC
received. The second part of this
initiative is to “walk back” the
effective date of “paid-up” SBP
coverage from 2008 to 2006 for
those retired servicemen/women
who are 70 years old and have 30
years paid-up SBP coverage. The
Hawaii congressional delegation
have all signed on as co-sponsors to
the six bills that have been
introduced in the Senate and House
to eliminate these two issues; the
SBP-DIC offset and paid up SBP, or
to agree with MOAA’s position stated
above.
All of us wonder if those cards and
letters that MOAA has pre-printed in
the “OFFICER” magazine have any
effect when we send them to our
congressional representatives. Well,
during one of the hearings on the
proposed TriCare increase, the
Congressional hearing representatives
had over 60,000 post cards on their
desks from MOAA members. When
(cont’d on page 2)

Coming Events May

Coming Events June

6 May (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000
Computer Training, Bishop Museum, Paki Bldg.

3 Jun (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000
Computer Training, Bishop Museum, Paki Bldg.

8 May (Mon) PAC Mtg, Sam Snead’s 1045

16 Jun (Fri) Excom Mtg, MCBH O’Club 1130

19 May (Fri) Excom Mtg, MCBH O’Club 1130

Coming Events July

19 May (Fri) BYOB Cocktail Party & Melodrama 1830
Opening Night with the Lanikai Mortgage Players
Lanikai Community Center

3 Jul (Mon) MCBH O’Club 1100
Patriotic Lunch with Congressman Ed Case
Marine Forces Pacific Band will play at 1200
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“STORMING THE HILL” (cont’d from Page 1)
DOD representatives walked into
the hearing and saw these piles
of responses, they were taken aback
to say the least. The Chairman of
the hearing had to ask one of his
staff members to remove these
responses from the desk and put
them on a nearby table, so they
could
even
see
the
DOD
representatives to testify. So yes,
sending these post cards and letters
does make a difference.
Another item I found out is that
$10 BILLION is put annually into a
TriCare for Life Trust Fund by the
US Treasury, NOT DOD. This is to
continue funding this outstanding
entitlement/benefit for years to
come. This should ease the fears
that this program will disappear.
The last item is for our Reservists
who were separated from active
duty, given severance pay then
recalled to active duty and advised
that they would have to pay the

severance pay back when they
retire from active duty. This is a
Uniformed Services policy and not a
congressional law. Representative
Ed Case had never heard of this
issue and shook his head when I
described it to him. He is having his
Congressional Assistant, Chris Abbott
(a very sharp individual), research
the issue and have a response for his
3 July 06 meeting with our Chapter.
The data provided by LtCdr Steve
Marx (our 3d Vice President) has
been sent to Mr. Abbott to assist in
this inquiry.
Another interesting aspect is
listening to the experiences of all the
other
MOAA
members that
completed the same effort with
their State delegates.
If the
informal poll taken during this
phase is any indication, the TriCare
cost increases are “dead” for this
Congressional session and so is the
current SBP-DIC offset. The jury is

still out on paid up SBP.
It was a very informative and
interesting three days, where I came
to realize what a significant position
MOAA
is
in
to
influence
Congressional legislative action that
will benefit not only its members but
all service men and women. As one
legislative assistant stated, MOAA
has the most credible reputation
“on the Hill”.
They offer no
“incentives” to the Congressman,
but the data they provide relative
to a specific issue is accurate and
complete, and if they are requested
by a Congressional staffer for
information that may not support
their (MOAA) position, they will still
provide the data. Or as was stated,
they are probably the most
“reputable
lobby
group in
Washington.”

Semper Fidelis, John

HAWAII MILITARY APPRECIATION MONTH
6 - 20 May 2006
I appreciate that our State is doing so much to recognize the major contribution our
troops have made on the War on Terrorism. I encourage Hawaii Chapter members and
their families to attend at least one of these events.
6 May 2006
USO hosts “A salute to our Troops” at Kapiolani Park from 1000 starting with a parade through Waikiki
and a daylong celebration with entertainment, games and food.
Military retirees and their families will also be asked to participate.
13 May 2006
th

25 US Army Infantry Division Commanding General hosts a Twilight Tattoo at Ft. DeRussy starting at 1600
17 May 2006
Military Recognition Luncheon at the Hilton Hawaiian Village Hotel from 1200 – 1330
20 May 2006
Military Living History Day hosted by Hawaii Army Museum at Ft. DeRussy from 1000-1500
Combined Military Band Concert at the Hawaii Theater from 1900-2030

Semper Fidelis, John Harms
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ANZAC Day
by George Sullivan

This year I attended the ANZAC Day Memorial
ceremony at Punchbowl. When I first received the
invitation from the Australian Consul General, whom I
have gotten to know over the past year, I had to go to
the internet to find out what this day meant. It wasn’t
hard to figure out what the first three letters
represented, but the last two had me puzzled. I finally
discovered AC stood for Army Corps and it is this
group of men from Australia and New Zealand, who
went ashore on the Gallipoli Peninsula in Turkey
in1915, that this day commemorates.
The Allies lost that battle and ANZAC suffered over
33,600 casualties, more than a third killed, before
withdrawing from the peninsula six months later. On
the first anniversary of the landing, April 25, 1916,
ANZAC Day was established. Over the years its
meaning has been extended to all Australians and New
Zealanders who fought in wars since and is
memorialized around the world wherever their
countrymen gather.
The US Marine Corps annually supports this very
moving ceremony at Punchbowl with an honor guard,
band and saluting battery. This year the highest
ranking US military officers on the Island, the Lt.
Governor, the Mayor and all Consul Generals were
present and presented wreaths. Flowers were presented
from numerous other organizations.
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The Bridge Corner by Robbie Gee
———————————————————————
March came in roaring like a lion and was still at it
when the MOAA Party Bridge Group met on Saturday, 25
March at the Kailua home of Ginny Fine. Torrential rains
and blasting winds pounded the house and apparently
caused the total loss of concentration among the usual top
players because this middle-of-the-road player won first
place, a mighty rare occasion! Endeavoring to catch up
was second place Gary Jensen. The other players whose
chances were drowned out by the rains were Beverly
Jensen, Bob Gee, Shirley and Les Ihara, Wally Barker, and
hostess Ginny Fine.
The 29 April meeting was cancelled due to scheduling
conflicts and absentee travelers. Summer travel plans and
members moving away have taken their toll on attendance
at the Bridge Group, so we’re taking the summer off. Play
will resume with the 26 August meeting.
We’re looking for new members to join our friendly
group so even if you haven’t played for a while, it’s okay.
Brush aside the cobwebs and jump in with both feet! It’s
good mental exercise, and, as they say, “Use it or lose it.”
Remember to call me at 255-4558 not later than the
weekend beforehand to reserve your seat at the bridge
table. Non-smoking players of all abilities are welcome,
with or without a partner. We are a FUN bunch who
enjoy another opportunity to socialize with our MOAA
friends and who don’t take our bridge too seriously! The
group usually meets on the last Saturday of the month at
1900 at various locations around the island on a rotation
basis, but watch your Pau Hana Koa each month for the
dates, as exceptions do occur, especially during UH
football season.

A Trip in History
At the Chapter’s monthly
social event at the K’Bay
O’club, Elle Pierce, an
Auxiliary member of the
Chapter, shared with us an
opportunity to relive a
piece of history that
showed the atrocities of
WW II in the Pacific—the
Bataan Death March, the
Battle for Corregidor and the “Hell Ships”. Elle’s
husband was captured on Corregidor and rode a “Hell
Ship” to Japan where he was forced to work in the mines.
Elle made the trip to the Philippines in 2004 accompanied
by a film crew. From the trip a DVD was produced that
documented these historic events. The treatment of our
service men by the Japanese is very descriptive and should
never be forgotten.
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UH CADETS RECEIVE BEN PORTER SCHOLARSHIPS
Two University of Hawai’i ROTC cadets were recognized with Ben Porter Leadership Awards during
ceremonies on 20 April 2006. The two juniors representing the Army and Air Force Senior ROTC
programs have displayed leadership during their initial three years, at their respective summer camps and
will be in commanding positions in their last year. The distinguished students were: Cdt Adam J Maneen
AROTC and Cdt Aria Klein USAFROTC. Other MOAA leadership awards were presented to four Army
cadets and one Air Force cadet. These cadets were: Leopele Raabe MS4, Marimon I. Maskell MS3, Garry
J. Fry MS2 and Sean W. Schultz MS1 from the Army and Robert Yokoi AS4 from the Air Force.
Representing MOAA at the awards ceremony was Col. Ralph Hiatt USA (Ret.).

The Ben Porter Award honors Captain Ben Porter, USN-Ret. Ben’s career included command of three
combatants and Commodore of three squadrons. Ben also served as chapter president and provided
leadership for over twenty years. His concern for the youth in our community is perpetuated in this annual
award which includes a $500 presentation to each cadet.

CHAPTER BIDS “ALOHA” TO OUR TREASURER
Hauges Head for California
Oscar and Joanne Hauge are leaving this month for
Air Force Village West in Riverside, CA. Joanne
has been the Treasurer for the Chapter for the last
three years and has provided the Executive
Committee and the Board with accurate and timely
financial reports. She leaves with the knowledge
that the Chapter is on solid financial ground.
At the March luncheon at the K’Bay O’club, our
President, John Harms, presented Joanne with a
Hula Dancer statuette which represents her hard
work, gracefulness and the pleasant demeanor
she always exhibited.
We will miss the Hauges and we wish this Marine
Corps family all the best at Air Force Village.
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HAWAII CHAPTER MOAA — Executive Committee

There are few times when eleven members of the Executive Committee are together, smiling, and have a photographer
present — who is also a member. The dedicated workers of the Chapter: (front row) Chairman Bruce Smith, Judith
Breitwieser, Kathy DeLong, Joanne Hauge, George Montague, Jack Miller; (back row) Hank Heyenga, John Peters,
George Sullivan, 1st VP Ted Sholl and President John Harms.
(This and other pictures in this edition by Carl Hankwitz.)

REMINDER * * * REMINDER * * * REMINDER
IT’S SHOWTIME FOLKS—SUCH A DEAL FOR $10 with FREE POPCORN!!!
When:

FRIDAY, 19 MAY, PUPU PARTY begins at 1830
The curtain goes up at 2000 (8:00 p.m.)

Where:

Lanikai Mortgage Players “Theater” (Community Center), Kailua, HI

Chapter Host: Hank Heyenga at 254-2814
Chapter Provides:

Plastic Cups, Ice, Plates, Soft Drinks

YOU are encouraged to BYOB or Wine and a Pupu Platter to share
The chapter has reserved 50 front row seats for this season’s opening performance of “Blazing Guns at Roaring
Gulch” or “The Perfumed Bridge” and the Olio, a Melodrama in Two Acts at the Lanikai Community Center,
A’alapapa and Kai’olena Drives in Lanikai. We need your reservation/s not later than Tuesday, 15 May, to: Bill
Quirk at 95-219 Aua Place, Mililani, HI 96879. For more information call Hank Heyenga at 254-2814, or e-mail:
hheyenga@msn.com.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I (we) will attend the 19 May Party & Melodrama at Lanikai Community Center -- Cost: $10.00 each
Program Cost: $10.00 x ( )
= $_________________
Donations: Scholarship Program
= $_________________
Community Service Awards
= $_________________
Total ENCLOSED:
= $_________________
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TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca, USAF (Retired)
If you are like me, you have a huge file of pictures…mostly JPEGS and you’d really like to do something with them so they don’t take up
so much space. If you’ve ever tried to archive them using Zip, or even older versions of StuffIt, you’re familiar with the problem; because
JPEG images are already compressed, most archive utilities can’t make them any smaller. The only option was to reduce the quality of
the image in a graphic editing application. Guess what? StuffIt Deluxe 9.0 for Windows now allows you to reduce the file size of your
JPEG images without reducing the quality of the image! Whether you’re taking pictures of the kids to share with your friends and family,
or taking photos for a living, StuffIt’s image compression technology has something to offer. This latest version has so many new
features, it’s mind boggling. StuffIt Deluxe helps make using the Internet fast, safe, and secure! Whether you store data securely in space-saving
archives or safely send it to friends and co-workers, StuffIt makes it easier than ever to backup, upload files, and more, automatically!
With its new photo compression technology, StuffIt does what no other compression product has been able to do – reduce the size of JPEG photos
and images up to 30% with absolutely no loss in image quality! I don’t have a % meter, but when I tried it, I’d have to say 30% sounds right! Where
other technologies are unable to compress JPEG photos any further, StuffIt lets you fit more data onto CDs, DVDs, and other storage and backup
media. This provides significant bandwidth saving for professionals, businesses, and hobbyists looking to share images over the Internet or on a
network. One of the many new features include new ways to protect you from receiving viruses embedded in compressed archives. StuffIt works with
installed virus scanning software (including solutions from McAfee, Symantec, Computer Associates, Trend Micro and all popular anti-virus software) to
scan all files automatically when they are expanded from an archive. Yes, it works with AVG, which is the anti-virus program I use.
It also has ZipMagic built in. ZipFolders is an exclusive patented technology that allows users’ computers to open zip archives as if they were
regular Windows folders. This is a pretty nifty feature that allows users to access zipped files directly from the open dialog of all favorite applications.
You can even modify compressed files and save them back into the zip archive without ever having to decompress it.
- Also new is the ability to encrypt a whole archive so that a password is required to open and browse the contents of the archives.
- You can now access all of StuffIt’s major functions and features from the System Tray, a quick way to access or compress your files and images.
- An updated interface makes it even easier to use and gives you greater customization options.
-The Wizards were updated to add new functionality.
- 9.0 is faster than earlier versions and the compression methods were optimized to produce even smaller archives.
Since it’s faster than earlier versions, you can create a searchable index of any CD or DVD. They can list all the files stored on the disc and the
contents of any archives on a disc, enabling them to quickly browse and search CDs and DVDs. The Disk Index works in tandem with StuffIt’s
ArchiveSearch feature, which browses and searches archives still stored on the computer hard drive.
How about an easy drag and drop? It’s as easy as it looks!
Here’s a real winner…you can shrink documents up to 98% of their original size! Freeup tons of space on your hard disk! Save more compressed
files onto CDs or DVDs!
How about that old bugga-boo…backup! StuffIt makes it easy to protect your data, or your whole hard disk. Schedule backups to run automatically
while you sleep, and it will even send you a confirmation message to assure you your data is safe.
You can find files in ZIP or SIT compressed archives, even locate files that have been backed up to CD or DVD and erased on your hard disk!
This is my favorite feature, it’s integrated with MS Office! Compress, save, and send all in one single click, from MS Word, Excel or Outlook. This is
a fantastic time saver that does away with dozens of clicks and keystrokes!
It evens keeps secrets. Super-strong 512-bit encryption and password protection keeps your data safe.
Automate FTP & Email. Point and click your way to instant automation. StuffIt Express lets you combine any number of steps into a single drop box.
Eliminate routine tasks and simplify your life.
Perhaps most important, it’s safe and secure! StuffIt self-repairs archived data, keeping it safe from transmission and media errors.
OK, I admit it, I’m really impressed with this program and I do believe it’s worth the price…which varies depending on the vendor. Last month,
buy.com actually had a rebate that made it almost free, so I’d advise you to shop around and see what’s available this month. The MSRP is $39.99 or
$14.99 to upgrade if you are already a StuffIt user.
StuffIt is definitely not as simple to use as its rivals, but the new version is the best choice for power users who need to do more with file
compression and certainly the best choice for a regular (read me), as opposed to a power user, who takes the time to learn all the neat stuff (no pun
intended) you can do with it!
That’s it for May. Come see us at one of our 2 monthly meetings; visit www.the_tug.homestead.com for schedules and driving directions.
For more detail on StuffIt, see my Around Hawaii Column, May edition: http://urlcutter.com?3139
Aloha, Lou
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Executive Committee
Elected Officers
President
Col John Harms USMC
261-2282
JandBHarms@aol.com

Chair Personal AffairsRADM Bruce Smith USN
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cbrucef@cs.com

1st Vice President
CAPT Ted Sholl, USNR
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TedMarSholl@aol.com
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bezansonrs01@aol.com

2d Vice President
COL Bill Quirk USA
625-7862
bquirk6245@msn.com
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486-0439 / rasbma@yahoo.com
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292-6095
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Past President
CDR Jack Miller USN
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CAPT George Sullivan USN
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Maj George Montague USAF
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218-7261 / ralphnz@gmail.com

Chair LAVACAPT George Sullivan USN
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alohasully@earthlink.net
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LTC Hank Heyenga USA
254-2814 / hheyenga@msn.com
_____________
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Robbie Gee
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MK-Lady@hawaii.rr.com
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The Texans Are Going to Sea!
—————————————————-————Our friends from the El Paso Chapter are inbound once
again, this time to celebrate their chapter’s 50th anniversary.
Most will arrive September 10 and we’re planning a small
cash-bar pupu party for them at the Army Museum at Ft.
DeRussy. Then they’ll overnight at the Hale Koa before
embarking on NCL America’s Pride of Hawaii on
Monday, September 11 for the 7-day inter-island cruise.
Pride of Hawaii
will be the newest ship
serving the Hawaiian
market after it arrives
in late May. It will sail
from Honolulu each
Monday
on
the
fabulous itinerary that
takes it past the Big Island’s active volcanoes – at night!
And past the magnificent north coast of Kauai. Ask those
who went on last year’s cruise how they enjoyed it!
This would be a good time to go along with our friends
from Texas. Bob Kessler has very special fares – available
only for active duty and retired military. For example, his
fare for a Balcony cabin is only $859 per person double
occupancy (plus port fees and taxes). He also has great
fares for Mini-suites, as well as outside or inside cabins.
This is a great opportunity to give yourself a treat! Bob
and Jeri are going with the Texans but may need help if the
Texans get rowdy. And you’re never going to find better
fares! Call Bob at 922-6188 for a quote.

House Panel Seeks Narrower Gap
Between Military and Private Sector
————————————————————————
A House subcommittee has voted approval of a 2.7 percent
pay raise for the military next January. This is slightly
higher than the 2.2 percent recommended by President
Bush in his FY 2007 budget.

- - - URGENT!! - - HELP WANTED
CHAPTER TREASURER
PAY: SATISFACTION
CONTACT JACK MILLER: 261-4100

Thinning of the Ranks
Auxiliary Member Maria S. Butchart passed away 25
April. Funeral service will be at 1000 on 2 May at St.
Anthony’s Church, 114 Makawao Street, Kailua.

HAWAII CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
New Membership Application and/or Current Member Dues Payment
Name: ___________________________________________ Male □ Female □
Last

First

MI

New Member Application □ Currently a Regular Member □ Currently an Auxiliary Member □
New members: Complete next items and Regular or Auxiliary Member section. Enter remittance at bottom.
Current members: Complete any items that have changed and enter your remittance amount at bottom of form.
Address:_______________________________________________________ Email:______________________
Date of birth:______________ National MOAA membership No. _____________ SSN_____/___/______
Home Phone:_______________ Office Phone: _______________ Fax ______________
Regular Members: Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership.
Service ______ Rank _______ Active Duty□ Retired□ Reserve□ National Guard□ Former Officer□
Dues: $15 per year; 5 years for $60. Life membership: Age 50 and under, $300; 51-60 $250; 61-70 $200;
71-89 $100; 90 and older is free.
Auxiliary Members: Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular members or were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _____ Service of spouse: ______
Dues: $10 per year; 5 years for $40; Life membership: Age 50 and under, $150; 51-60 $125; 61-70 $100;
71-89 $50; 90 and older is free.
If married, spouse’s first name:_____________ Last name, if different than yours:_______________________

Indicate interest in any of the following Chapter activities or Committees:
Personal Affairs Legislative Affairs/Veterans Affairs Public Affairs Program/Social Newsletter Membership Finance
ROTC Scholarship & Awards
Fund Raising Community Service TUG(Computers) Party Bridge Golf
Tennis

Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________

Hawaii Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 1185
Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185
Return Service Requested

UP-COMING CHAPTER ACTIVITIES:
BYOB Cocktail Party and Melodrama
Lanikai Mortgage Players
1830 Sat, 19 May, Lanikai Community Ctr
Patriotic Lunch with Congressman Ed Case
1100 Mon, 3 July, MCBH O’Club
Marine Forces Pacific Band to play at 1200
August—Picnic, Date/Time TBD
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