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Coming Events 
June 

 

4 June (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 
Computer Training, Bishop Museum, Paki Bldg. 

 

8 June (Wed) Chapter Luncheon  1130 
Nehelani Club, Schofield Barracks 

Maj. Gen. Eric T. Olson CG 25th ID Speaker 
 

17 June (Fri) Excom Mtg, MCBH O’Club 1130 
 

25 June (Sat) MOAA Party Bridge 1900 
For reservations call Robbie Gee at 255-4558 

 

Coming Events 
May 

 

7 May (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 
Computer Training, Bishop Museum, Paki Bldg. 

 

9 May (Monday) PAC Meeting 1200 
Orville and Wilbur Club HAFB 

 

20 May  (Fri) Chapter Luncheon  & EXCOM Mtg 1100  
Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter. CPT Adam Wojcik Speaker 

 

28 May (Sat) MOAA Party Bridge 1900 
For reservations call Robbie Gee at 255-4558 

Hawaii Chapter Military Officers Association of America 

 THE COFFEE BREAK CRUISE 

Take a break from the kitchen this Thanksgiving!  MOAA’s cruise committee head, Bob 
Kessler, has put together a great cruise opportunity for our Chapter on Norwegian Cruise 
Lines America’s PRIDE OF ALOHA.  Sailing date is November 20, 2005, from Aloha Tower.  
We return to Aloha Tower Sunday, November 27, after an inter-island itinerary that includes 
an evening cruise past the Big Island’s colorful lava flow, and a great view of the spectacular 
Pali coast on Kauai’s North Shore.  In addition to the full schedule of activities provided by 
NCL America, special plans for our group include: 
• Two on-board presentations by our own Captain Jerry Coffee; 
• A special tour of the Headquarters of Camp Tarawa, WWII Marine Corps encampment 
at Parker Ranch (while in port Kona); 
A special tour of Volcanoes National Park tailored for our group (while in port Hilo). 
 
 Sample fares are listed below.  Please note that quoted fares are per person double occu-
pancy and are subject to cabin availability and subject to change without notice.  This is a 
popular sailing and cabins sell quickly so please make your reservations for this November 
2005 Chapter cruise early. 
 
   Category  Cruise Fares Taxes & Fees  TOTAL 
      Starting At            Per Person 

 K - JJ  Inside              809.00 201.04             1010.04 
 G   Outside           1059.00 211.44             1270.44 
 BC  Balcony           1529.00 231.00             1760.00 

 Camp Tarawa and Volcanoes National Park tours will be charged separately. 
 

 For further information call Bob Kessler at 922-6188.  



Many of our Chapter members have completed their military careers.   A great number 
have gone on to become involved in an unbelievable number of activities, both second 
and third careers, as well as volunteer work in most all of the veterans’ and other agen-

cies on Oahu.  Members of our Chapter present floral wreaths at most of the veterans’ ceremonies like Me-
morial Day, Veterans Day, 50th anniversary of end of Korean War, and December 7.   
Jack Miller, our acting president while I am on the mainland, is working with Lt. Cmdr. Pat Grandelli, 
USNR to promote the “First Shot Veterans” return to Hawaii dinner at the Hale Koa on 6 June.  More de-
tails follow on page 7.  Carl Hankwitz, our official photographer, will prepare a video exploring the return-
ing veteran’s experiences of December 7, 1941 when they fired the first shot of WW II in the Pacific.   
Hank Heyenga, with the help of Ralph Hiatt who is on his second career, organizes and administers our 
JROTC and ROTC scholarship programs where we recognize exceptional young leaders in Hawaii High 
Schools and the University of Hawaii.   
Judith Breitwieser is President of the Society of Military Widows.  George Sullivan, our co-editor of the 
PHK is also Chairman of the Arizona Memorial Museum Association.  John Peters is National President of 
the U. S. Submarine Veterans Association.    
Admiral Bruce Smith is the key player at the US Navy Retired Activities Office at Pearl Harbor.  He also 
heads the Chapter’s Personal Affairs Committee (PAC) which has members from each uniform service to 
assist the surviving spouse of any of our departed members.   
Captain Barbara Stakk represents our Chapter on the Health Consumer Committee at the Tripler Army 
Medical Center and I meet quarterly with the TriCare Hawaii staff to keep abreast of all and any changes or 
proposed changes to any of the TriCare programs.   
We have membership in most of the Hawaii Veterans groups, such as the Hawaii Chamber of Commerce, 
Military Committee and the Oahu Veterans Council.   
Guess the “bottom line” is that your Chapter is involved in a significant amount of activities to insure that 
Hawaii and National does not forget its veterans.   Please consider getting involved yourself, on a short term 
project, with a beginning and ending date, or more into the operation of our Chapter on a regular basis.  
         Semper Fi,  John 
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The Advisory Board to TRIWEST (The primary contractor for health care provided to 
the military and their families) met at TAMC on Fri. 22 April at TAMC.  The primary 
purpose of the meeting was to introduce a group representing the National Military 

Associations in Washington, DC to the attendees and to take their questions.   
The questions from the floor dealt primarily with the National Guard and Reserves.  Their health 
care plans differ somewhat from the TRICARE family of plans.  Ms. Loretta Hales, the Family 
Readiness Coordinator for the Hawaii Air National Guard (HIANG) asked that any one in our 
Chapter that is in the HIANG provide her with their E-mail address so that her office can provide 
health information and assistance to members and their family of the HIANG. She can be reached 
at 448-7282.   
MOAA National was represented by CDR John Glass MSC,USN (Ret.), Deputy Director Govern-
ment Relations for Health Services.  Another good source to tap in Washington.  Your questions, if 
any, should be directed to COL John Harms who is the current member of the Advisory Board. 
         Aloha, Bruce 

Your President’s Message 
by Col. John Harms USMC (Ret.) 

Personal Affairs 
By Rear Admiral Bruce Smith USN (Ret.) 
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Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 

necessarily Hawaii Chapter policy. 

 

  

 
Board of Directors 

 
Chair, RADM C Bruce Smith USN 

Judith Breitwieser 
            LtCol Louis Crompton USAF 

COL John Harms USMC 
Maj George Montague USAF 

LTC  HANK Heyenga USA 
CDR Jack Miller USN 

     CAPT John Peters USN 
     CAPT George Sullivan USN 
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THE BRIDGE CORNER by Robbie Gee 
 

 The March 26, 2005 meeting of the MOAA Party 
Bridge group was hosted by Peg and Bud Hurless at 
the Hawaii Kai home of Robbie and Bob Gee and, al-
though St. Patrick's Day had passed, the "Luck of the 
Irish" seemed to follow guest Marian Davis who took 
top score by bidding and making a Grand Slam.  
Following her in 2nd place was guest Alice Mather, 
and the 3rd  place prize went to host Bud Hurless.   
Other challengers were Robbie and Bob Gee, hostess 
Peg Hurless, and Ginny Fine and her guest, Jill Law-
rence.  
Remember to call me at 255-4558 not later than the 
weekend beforehand to reserve your seat at the bridge 
table.  Nonsmoking players of all abilities are wel-
come, with or without a partner.  This is a FUN bunch 
who enjoy another opportunity to socialize with their 
MOAA friends and who don't take their bridge too se-
riously!  The group usually meets on the last Saturday 
of the month at 1900 at various locations around the 
island on a rotation basis, but watch your Pau Hana 
Koa each month for the dates, as exceptions do occur.  

Thinning of the Ranks 
 

LCDR Roland P. Frodahl USN (Ret.), 93, of Kailua 
died March 24, 2005.  He is survived by his daughter, 
Catherine. 

_________________________________ 
LTC Ralph A. Metzger USA (Ret.), 94, of Honolulu 
died March 31, 2005. He is survived by a son, Robert, of 
La Jolla, CA and a daughter, Mary Lee Gorse, of Morris-
town, NJ. 

_________________________________ 
LTC John G. Matthews USA (Ret.), 73, of Honolulu 
died April 9, 2005.  He is survived by wife, Susan. 

—————————————————————— 
Binnacle List 

 

LTC Bill McGarry, AUS (Ret) is recuperating at home. 
_________________________________ 

 

Ruth Cope, wife of LtCol Bill Cope USAF (Ret.), is re-
siding in the Leeward Health Services Nursing Home in 
Makaha.  Both Ruth and Bill are Pearl Harbor Survivors. 

On the Lite side 
On some air bases the Air Force is on one side of the 
field and civilian aircraft use the other side of the field, 
with the control tower in the middle. One day the tower 
received a call from an aircraft asking, "What time is 
it?" The tower responded, "Who is calling?" The aircraft 
replied, "What difference does it make?" The tower re-
plied, "It makes a lot of difference........ 
If it is an American Airlines flight, it is 3 o'clock. If it is 
a Marine plane, it is 1500 hours. If it is a Navy aircraft, 
it is 6 bells. If it is an Army aircraft, the big hand is on 
the 12 and the little hand is on the 3. If it is an Air 
Force aircraft, it's Thursday afternoon and 120 minutes 
to "Happy Hour." 

Iraq and Afghanistan Campaign Medals 
The Defense Department has announced two new campaign 
medals for service members serving in the Global War on 
Terror. The Afghanistan Campaign Medal and the Iraq 
Campaign Medal are authorized for members of the military 
who directly supported Operation Enduring Freedom begin-
ning 24 October 2001 or Operation Iraqi Freedom begin-
ning 19 March 2003.  End-time dates have not been estab-
lished for either campaign. 
DoD said that military personnel may receive both cam-
paign medals if they meet the requirements for both awards. 
To qualify, service members must have served in the appro-
priate region for 30 consecutive days or 60 non-consecutive 
days. Service members would also qualify for the award if 
they engaged in armed combat, regardless of time spent in 
the area of eligibility.  

Save the Date—Wednesday June 8 
 

Maj. Gen. Eric T. Olson USA, Commanding 
General 25th ID, will speak to Hawaii 
Chapter MOAA at a luncheon on Wednes-
day, June 8, 2005 at 1130 at the Nehelani 
Club, Schofield Barracks.  "Tropic Light-
ning" buffet will be featured at a costs of 
$12.00 per person. 
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Disabled Soldier Support System (DS3)  
by Cpt Tara Carr USARPAC  

 
Soldiers returning home with disabling and severe combat wounds now have an Army system de-
signed to help them transition back into military service or the civilian community. The Department 
of the Army launched the Disabled Soldier Support System (DS3) initiative to provide severely dis-
abled Soldiers and their families with a system of advocacy and follow-up personal support.  
 The Army’s goal for DS3 is for it to work in concert with other key organization to ensure that 
disabled Soldiers and families are given the care, support, and assistance they deserve for their self-
less service and sacrifice to the Nation. DS3 incorporates and integrates existing programs to provide 
holistic support services. It facilitates communication and coordination between the Soldiers and their 
families and pertinent local, federal or national agencies.  Support is provided through a phased ap-
proach. These phases include: Phase I – Notification and Evacuation; Phase II – Medical Care and 
Board Evaluation; and Phase III – Reintegration into the Army or transition to civilian employment. 
 Phase 1 – The Soldier becomes a casualty (by either hostile or non-hostile causes). The Sol-
dier is categorized as Very Seriously Injured (VSI); Seriously Injured (SI); or Special Category 
(SPECAT), which initiates the DS3 process. SPECAT includes, but is not limited to: a severe injury, 
such as loss of limb, loss of sight, or permanent disfigurement; long term disease that may require 
extensive medical treatment or hospitalization; or established psychiatric conditions, such as Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 
Once the nature of the injury/illness is determined and the Primary Next of Kin (PNOK) is notified, 
Invitation Travel Orders (ITOs) are issued to qualified family members. A DS3 Soldier Family Advo-
cate (SFA) is assigned when the Soldier has been evacuated to a CONUS Medical Treatment Facility 
(MTF). DS3 staff provides assistance with and information on pay issues, options for Continuation of 
Active Duty (COAD), the Disability Evaluation System, as well as government and private sector 
employment opportunities. 
 Phase II – The Soldier arrives at a CONUS MTF where the primary effort is medical treat-
ment. When the Soldier has reached maximum medical benefit, a physician evaluates the Soldier 
against medical retention standards. If the Soldier falls below those standards, they are referred to the 
Disability Evaluation System. At this point, the Soldier is contacted by the DS3 SFA who works in 
conjunction with the Department of Veterans Affairs to provide access to a network of information 
and resources for personal support and assistance.  Once the recommendations of a Physical Evalua-
tion Board (PEB) are returned, the Soldier may be medically retired via the Permanent Disability Re-
tirement List (PDRL), placed on the Temporary Disability Retirement List (TDRL), or found fit and 
returned to duty. If the Soldier is medically retired or placed on the TDRL, in addition to continued 
support from the DS3 and VA, the Army Career and Alumni Program (ACAP) will counsel and pro-
vide transition assistance. 
 Phase III – This phase transitions the Soldier into the civilian community or returns the Sol-
dier to duty.  The Soldier is enrolled in VA medical care. TRICARE provides medical assistance and 
information on benefits, eligibility, and insurance options. ACAP continues to provide transitional 
and employment assistance. If the Soldier is medically retired, or separated, then upon request they 
will be placed in contact with a Veteran Service Office of their choice. The VSO places the injured 
Soldier in contact with veterans who have been similarly injured.  
 Each Soldier will have a military sponsor unit that is in geographic proximity to the Soldier 
after medical treatment. This sponsor unit aids in transition through local military facility support. 
This support may include moving of household goods, medical, or financial. DS3 provides follow-up 
and reactive assistance for a period of five years following medical retirement to help facilitate the 
Soldier’s integration into their local communities. 
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Commander Guest Speaker Series 
U.S. ARMY IN IRAQ: A SMALL UNIT PERSPECTIVE 

CPT Adam Wojcik  
Commander, 25th Field Artillery Detachment 

 

DATE: 20 May 2005 (Friday) – LOCATION: Hale Ikena 
Fort Shafter, Hawaii – TIME: 1100;  Bar opens at 1100.    

 

 BUFFET LUNCHEON - $12.50 
Cash Bar with Beer and Wine 

 

 This will be an exceptional opportunity to hear from our adopted Detachment Commander what is not being 
explained in the public as we execute our war on terrorism. 

 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please reserve the following number of meals for the May Luncheon _________ 
 
 Luncheon Costs:___________      Scholarship Donations ___________________ 
 
 Total ENCLOSED:_____________       Name Tags to Read:_____________________________/__________________________ 
Make Checks payable to:  Hawaii Chapter MOAA 
Mail Checks and reservations to: Bill Quirk, 95-219 Aua Place, Mililani, Hawaii 96789 

1. While units of the Cav served all over Iraq, MG Chiarelli 
spoke mostly of Baghdad and more specifically Sadr City, 
the big slum on the eastern side of the Tigris River.  He 
pointed out that Baghdad is, in geography, about the size of 
Austin TX which has 600,000 to 700,000 people. Baghdad 
has 6 to 7 million people. 
2. The Cav lost 28 main battle tanks. He said one of the big 
lessons learned is that, contrary to doctrine going in, M1-
A2s and Bradleys are needed, preferred and devastating in 
urban combat and he is going to make that point to the JCS 
while they are considering downsizing armor. 
3. He did not lose a single tanker truck carrying oil and gas 
over the roads of Iraq. All the attacks we saw on TV with 
IEDs hitting trucks but he didn't lose one.  Why?  Army 
Aviation. Praised his air units and said they made the deci-
sion early on that every convoy would have helicopter air 
cover.  Said aviators in that unit were hitting the 1,000 hour 
mark.  Said a convoy was supposed to head out but stopped 
at the gates of a compound on the command of an E6. He 
asked the SSG what the hold up was.  E6 said, "Air, sir." He 
wondered what was wrong with the air, not realizing what 
the kid was talking about.  Then the AH-64s showed up and 
the E6 said, "That air sir."  And then moved out. 
4. He showed a graph of attacks in Sadr City by month.  Last 
Aug-Sep they were getting up to 160 attacks per week.  Dur-
ing the last three months, the graph had flat-lined at below 5 
to zero per week. 
5. His big point was not that they were "winning battles" to 
do this but that cleaning the place up, electricity, sewage,  
water were the key factors.  He said they fought but after 
they started delivering services that the Iraqis never had, ter-

rorist recruiting of 15 and 16 year olds came up empty. 
6. Pointed out that we all heard from the media about the 
100 Iraqis killed as they were lined up to enlist in the police 
and security service.  What the media didn't point out was 
that the next day there 300 lined up in the same place.  
7. One of the biggest problems was money and regs.  There 
was a $77 million gap between the supplemental budget and 
what he needed in cash on the ground to get projects started. 
He spent most of his time trying to get money; didn't do 
much as a "combat commander" because the war he was 
fighting was a war at the squad and platoon level.  His NCOs 
were winning the war and it was a sight to behold. 
8. Of all the money appropriated for Iraq, not a cent was ear-
marked for agriculture. Iraq could feed itself completely and 
still have food for export but no one thought about it.  The 
Cav started working with Texas A&M on ag projects and 
had special hybrid seeds sent to them through Jordan. TAM 
analyzed soil samples and worked out how and what to 
plant.  He had an E7 from Belton, TX (just down the road 
from Ft. Hood) who was almost single-handedly rebuilding 
the ag industry in the Baghdad area. 
9. He could hire hundreds of Iraqis daily for $7 to $10 a day 
to work on sewer, electric, water projects, etc. but that the 
contracting rules from CONUS applied so he had to have 
$500,000 insurance policies in place in case the workers got 
hurt. Not kidding.  The CONUS peacetime regs slowed eve-
rything down, even if they could eventually get waivers. 
The bottom line: The Cav troops said it was ALL worth 
it on Jan. 30 when they saw how the Iraqis handled 
election day.  Made them very proud of their service 
and what they had accomplished. 

Real News From Iraq by MG Pete Chiarelli, CG of the 1st Cav Div 
Summarized by an attendee at a dinner at the Ft. Hood Officers' Club 
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TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca, USAF (Retired) 

I thought I’d follow-up my last column with some “tips” for making computing more fun.  As most 
of you know, I am an avid collector of “tips” which I get from all kinds of sources - newsletters, 
web pages, radio/TV programs, newspapers…anyhow, you get the idea. 
Following are some of my favorite tips I've tried and used, I hope you enjoy them. 
WINDOWS XP - TAKE CONTROL OF THE PROGRAMS LISTED ON YOUR START MENU  
You can take control over exactly what programs appear on your start menu, and keep Windows 

from adding your most recently used programs to the Start menu.  Here's how.  
First, you have to stop Windows from adding programs to the Start menu whenever you use them.  Right-click on 
the Start button and choose Properties. Click on Customize.  In the Programs section of the Customize Start Menu 
window. Set the Number of programs on Start menu: to zero.  Click OK.  
Now you can set programs to always appear on your Start menu.  Click on Start and then on All Programs.  Right-
click on the icon that starts the program you want to add to the Start menu.  Click on Pin To Start Menu.  Repeat 
the process for any programs you want to always be on your Start menu.  
STOP THAT PRINT JOB FAST  
Once you start a print job, your printer spits out printed pages until the print job is finished.  Every once in a while 
you'll want to actually stop a print job, and to do that you'll have to get to your Printer's folder.  In almost every 
case, you won't make it on time because you are going through your control panel to get to your Printer’s folder.  
By the time you get there, your print job is already done.  There is a faster, easier way.  
When you send files to your printer you'll notice that a Printer icon appears in the Taskbar's Notification Area 
(formerly System Tray) on the far right side of your Taskbar.  Double-click this icon to open it, and then right-click 
on the print job you want to stop.  Click Cancel on the Shortcut menu.  
INTERNET EXPLORER - HOW TO GET BACK TO THE HOME PAGE  
For most of us, Internet Explorer opens on the Internet with what it calls your home page.  The home page is the 
default URL that Internet Explorer uses to get you on the Internet.  When you leave your home page and go out on 
the net, there may be time when you'll want to return to your home page.  There are three ways you can instantly 
return to your home page in Internet Explorer.  Most of us click on the icon of a home on the Internet Explorer tool-
bar, but there are two additional ways to return to your home page by using your keyboard. You can hold down the 
Alt key and tap the Home key. That will take you directly back to your home page.  You can also click in the ad-
dress bar, where your current page is displayed.  After clicking there, type two periods and press the Enter key. 
Bingo, you're back at your home page.  
INTERNET EXPLORER – MAKE LINKS OPEN IN A NEW BROWSER WINDOW  
What if you’re looking at a Web site with your Internet Explorer browser, you go to look at your e-mail, and you 
click a link in one or those email messages.  Internet Explorer will open that link in the window that was opened to 
the Web site you were first looking at.  Do this a few times and you may lose track of your original Web site alto-
gether. I think it would be better to change this particular behavior so that Internet Explorer doesn’t use the existing 
open window when you click a link. Here’s how you can do it.  From within Internet Explorer, click on Tools on 
the top menu bar and then select Internet Options, click on the Advanced tab.  Under the Browsing heading there is 
an item called “Reuse windows for launching shortcuts.”  Uncheck the box, click on Apply and click on OK.  Un-
checking this box will cause any links that you click on from within Internet Explorer to open in a new browser.  
INTERNET EXPLORER - USE TIP OF THE DAY  
Most of us use Microsoft Internet Explorer to browse the Internet. Internet Explorer, like most Microsoft programs, 
has a treasure trove of features that make it easier to use and enables you to be a power user.  The problem is find-
ing all of that information.  One way to learn more about Internet Explorer's features and how to use them is with 
the Tip Of The Day feature.  From within Internet Explorer, click on Help and then click on Tip of the Day.  The 
Tip of the Day bar appears with the first tip. Click on Next tip, located on the far right of the tip bar, to display an-
other tip.  When you turn on Tip of the Day, it will remain "on" until you turn it off.  That means that if you close 
Internet Explorer with the tip feature on, it will still be turned on and show you a new tip when you next open Inter-
net Explorer. To close Tip of the Day, click on the X located to the far left of the tip bar. Try using the Tip of the 
Day. It contains valuable information that can help you make better use of Internet Explorer.  
That’s it for May and until next time, happy computing. Come see us at one of our future meetings. Visit 
www.the_tug.homestead.com for schedules and directions.  Lou 
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Elected Officers 
 

President 
COL John Harms USMC 

261-2282 
JandBHarms@aol.com 

 
1st Vice President  

VACANT 
 
 

 2d Vice President 
LTC(P) Bill Quirk USA 

625-7862 
bquirk6245@msn.com 

 

3d Vice President 
CDR Sam Tate USN 

471-0091, ext 204 
Samuel.tate@us.navy.mil 

 

Appointed Officers 
 

Secretary 
Helen Baker 

254-0993 
propinvst@hawaii.rr.com 

 
Treas - Joanne Hauge 

487-0676 
oscarcoleman@aol.com 

 
Past President  

CDR Jack Miller USN 
261-4100 

 carita@pixie.com 
 

Auxiliary - Lani “Upu” Vaspar 
488-8281 

lvasp@yahoo.com 
 

Legal 
COL Terry Thomason USA 

247-5255 
turtlealoha@aol.com 

 
Hilo Satellite -  

CWO4 Robert Said USANG 
 982-5970  

risaid@aol.com 
 

Kona Satellite -  
LtCOL Ed Tessien USAF 

329-8334 / pc70@cornell.edu 
 

Chair LAVA-  
CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 
alohasully@earthlink.net 

 
Chair Legislative Affairs 
COL Tom Smyth USMC 

531-2829 
TSmyth@dbedt.hawaii.gov 

 
Chair Veteran Affairs 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA 
261-3301  

aloharalph@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Chair Personal Affairs-  
RADM Bruce Smith USN 

373-3526 
cbrucef@cs.com 

 
Chaplain 

COL Ron Bezanson USA  
292-6095  

BezansonRS01@aol.com 
 

Chair Public Affairs 
 CDR Bob Popp, USN 

261-1532 
 rpopp@hpu.edu 

 
Offical Photographer 

Carl Hankwitz 
263-1102 

captcarl@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Chair ROTC  
LTC Hank Heyenga USA 

254-2814/  heyenga@verizon.net  
 

Chair Community Affairs -  
Kathy Delong   

486-0439 / rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Co—Editors 
 COL Ron Bezanson USA 

292-6095 
BezansonRS01@aol.com 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 
623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

WEBMASTER 
Col  Ron McClair USMC 

395-4232 
mcclairr001@hawaii.rr.com 

 
Chair  Systems Mgt 

MAJ George Montague USAF 
239-4222 

montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com 
 

TUG  
COL Lou Torraca USAF 

254-3286 / luigi@hawaii.rr.com. 
 

 Historian  
CAPT Ralph Niesz USCG 

373-3619 / ralph@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Surgeon 
CDR John Boyer USN 

988-1966 / boyeraloha@aol.com 
 

Sergeant –at– Arms 
LTC Hank Heyenga USA 

254-2814 / heyenga@verizon.net 
_____________ 

 

Bridge  
Robbie Gee 

255-4558 
MK-Lady@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Executive Committee 
 

 

On December 7, 1941 USS Ward  DD 139 
was ready and did its job!! 

On December 7, 1941, at 0645, seventy minutes before 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor began, a little-known naval 
victory occurred offshore of Honolulu.  The USS Ward, a 
twenty-something-year-old antisubmarine warship crewed 
by naval reservists from Minnesota, sighted an unknown 
submarine that was attempting to sneak into the harbor. 
During a brief engagement at high speed in rough seas 
and poor light, the crew shot and sank the submarine us-
ing their manually trained 4" gun.  
This is the story Ward's crew has stuck by for years.  It 
seemed too fantastic to some officials and naval historians.  
Where was the proof?  Finally, in 2002 the sunken Japa-
nese midget sub was found by University of Hawaii re-
search submersibles.  It was resting on sand at 1200 feet 
deep, with a 4" shell hole in the conning tower precisely 
where the Ward's novice crew had said they'd hit it. 
With the benefit of sixty-one years of hindsight, these 
"First Shot Naval Vets" have given us a proud legacy. 
They were young naval reservists who were mobilized 
from America's heartland while our country was technically 
at "peace".  Yet when the time for action came, they 
proved that they were READY!!! 
The Naval Reserve Center here in Honolulu and the Navy 
League of Hawaii feel a link in the chain with the Ward's 
crew.  Everyone knows about the Pearl Harbor attack, but 
many fewer know about the Ward's victory.   
The plan is to bring six veteran sailors from Minnesota to 
Hawaii during the first week of June under the sponsorship 
of the Navy League in Hawaii to have the privilege to tell 
our nation this newly-finished history.  Several civic and 
veterans organizations are hosting this visit to encourage 
our citizens and troops currently serving by showing them 
the fine example of USS Ward.  The cost to bring out the 
six vets is approximately $9000. Some individuals and or-
ganizations have already pledged support, including $1500 
from the Arizona Memorial Museum Association.  
If you want to help with this project, please send a dona-
tion to: Honolulu Council of the Navy League of the United 
States, PO Box 31032, Honolulu, HI 96820-1032. Please 
mark your donation: "First Shot Naval Vets Visit". 
Also, please join the many sponsoring organizations at a 
dinner banquet at the Hale Koa Hotel on Monday June 6th. 
Social hour 6-7:00p.m followed by dinner.  Form below.  
_____________________________________ 

“First Shot Naval Vets” Banquet 
Waikiki Ballroom, Hale Koa Hotel June 6 

Names    ( Please check)   Filet Mignon _____      Vegetarian___ 
 
 _________________________/__________________________ 
Total number of dinners ___  x   $30 each =  ____________ 
 Please make check out to “Honolulu Council Navy 
League” and mail to:  Navy League of the United States, 
Honolulu Council, PO Box 31032, Honolulu, HI 96820 



HEAR OUR ADOPTED  
PLATOON COMMANDER  

 

JUST RETURNED FROM IRAQ 
CPT. ADAM WOJCIK WILL SPEAK 

AT OUR MAY LUNCHEON 
————————— 

Fort Shafter  
Friday 20 May 2005 @ 1100 

See page 5. 
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         Hawaii Chapter, MOAA 
        P.O. Box 1185 
        Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185 
 
         Return Service Requested 

HAWAII CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA                             
New Membership Application and/or Current Member Dues Payment 

Name: ___________________________________________ Male  □     Female  □ 
                              Last                                    First                         MI 

New Member Application  □   Currently a Regular Member   □     Currently an Auxiliary Member □ 
New members: Complete next items and Regular or Auxiliary Member section.  Enter remittance at bottom. 
Current members: Complete any items that have changed and enter your remittance amount at bottom of form.  
Address:_______________________________________________________ Email:______________________ 
Date of birth:______________  National MOAA membership No. _____________  SSN_____/___/______ 
Home Phone:_______________  Office Phone: _______________  Fax ______________       

If married, spouse’s first name:_____________  Last name, if different than yours:_______________________ 
Indicate interest in any of the following Chapter activities or Committees: 

Personal Affairs   Legislative Affairs/Veterans Affairs   Public Affairs   Program/Social   Newsletter   Membership   Finance   
ROTC Scholarship & Awards     Fund Raising   Community Service  TUG(Computers)   Party Bridge   Golf    Tennis      
Dues Enclosed $ ____ Optional Donation $ ____ for  Ben Porter Leadership Award, scholarships, USO, etc. 

Total Remittance: $__________ Make check to Hawaii Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185 

Regular Members:  Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership. 
Service ______  Rank _______  Active Duty□  Retired□  Reserve□  National Guard□  Former Officer□ 
Dues: $15 per year; 5 years for $60. Life membership: Age 50 and under, $300; 51-60 $250; 61-70 $200; 
71-89 $100; 90 and older is free. 

Auxiliary Members:  Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular mem-
bers or were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _____ Service of spouse: ______ 
Dues: $10 per year; 5 years for $40; Life membership: Age 50 and under, $150; 51-60 $125; 61-70 $100; 
71-89 $50; 90 and older is free.   


