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THE DEATH OF CAPTAIN WASKOW
(Submitted by Bob Popp)

This is the most famous and most widely reprinted column
by Pulitzer Prize winner
Ernie Pyle
(Ernie Pyle was killed on le Shima an island off Okinawa in April 1945 and is
buried in the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu, Hawaii)
At the front lines in Italy, 10 January 1944 – In this war I have known a lot of
officers who were loved and respected by soldiers under them. But never have I
crossed the trail of any man as beloved as Capt. Henry T. Waskow of Belton,
Texas.
Capt. Waskow was a company commander in the 36th division. He had led his
company long before it left the States. He was very young, only in his middle
twenties, but he carried in him a sincerity and gentleness that made people want
to be guided by him.
“After my father, he came next” a sergeant told me.
“He always looked after us”, a soldier said, “He’d go to bat for us every time.”
“I never knowed him to do anything unfair”, another one said.
I was at the foot of the mule trail the night they brought Capt. Waskow’s body
down. The moon was nearly full at the time, and you could see far up the trail,
and even part way across the valley below. Soldiers made shadows in the
moonlight as they walked.
Dead men had been coming down the mountain all evening, lashed onto the
backs of mules. They came lying belly down across the wooden pack-saddles,
their heads hanging down over the left side of the mule, their stiffened legs
sticking out awkwardly from the other side, bobbing up and down as the mules
walked.
The Italian mule-skinners were afraid to walk beside the dead men, so Americans had to lead the mules down that night. Even the Americans were reluctant
to unlash and lift off the bodies at the bottom, so an officer had to do it himself,
and asked others to help.
The first one came early in the morning. They slid him down from the mule and
stood him on his feet for a moment, while they got a new grip. In the half light
he might have been merely a sick man standing there, leaning on the others.
(Waskow - continued on back page)

Coming Events March
1 Mar (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
20 Mar (Thu) Hawaii State - Aloha Chapters
Tour Cutter RUSH and Lunch 1000/1130
US COAST GUARD STATION SAND ISLAND
Speaker - RADM Cari B. Thomas USCG
Commander 14 CG District

21 Mar (Fri) EXCOM Mtg 1130 MCBH O’Club

March 2014

Rear Admiral Cari
B. Thomas USCG
Commander, Coast Guard
District Fourteen to speak
on Thursday, March 20.
Rear Admiral Thomas took
command of District 14 in May 2013. Her
area of responsibility includes the Hawaiian
Islands, Guam, American Samoa and activities in Saipan, Singapore and Japan.
A 1984 graduate of the U. S. Coast
Guard Academy, Thomas has served on
cutters VIGOROUS, VALIANT, and commanded the cutter MANITOU. Other operational assignments include Group-Air
Station Atlantic City and Commander, Sector Miami, Response Operations.
Admiral Thomas graduated with
distinction from the Naval War College
with a Masters of Arts in National Security
and Strategic Studies, and has completed
Harvard’s National Preparedness Leadership Initiative. She also holds a Master of
Science in Educational Leadership from
Troy State University and a Bachelor of
Science degree in Civil Engineering from
the Coast Guard Academy.
She is currently the Chair, Board of
Directors of the Sea Services Leadership
Association and has served on other nonprofit boards as a member.
Her awards include the Legion of
Merit, five Meritorious Service Medals, a
Joint Service Commendation Medal, the
Department of State Superior Honor Award
among many other personal, unit and campaign awards. She earned permanent cutterman status in 1994.

Coming Events April
5 Apr (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
18 Apr (Fri) EXCOM Mtg 1130 Hickam W&O
No Social Event Currently Scheduled
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President’s Message
Colonel Mark Torreano USAF (Ret)
Aloha Kakou,
Some good news from Congress, they repealed the law that would have reduced COLA
increases for retirees under 62! Thanks to all of you who took time to let your Congressmen and Senators know your opinion of this terrible provision. And speaking of Congress, I will be in Washington DC in early April to join with other MOAA chapter presidents in "Storming the
Hill," urging our Congressional delegation to preserve military benefits and a strong national defense posture.
Please send me your thoughts on the issues so I can include them in my comments.
The 20 Feb luncheon was well attended and Judge Ed Kubo explained the purpose and work of the Veterans Treatment Court, which focuses on helping vets who have broken laws to regain stable and productive lives. There is a
great need for volunteers to serve as mentors for the vets, so please call 593-4133 to sign up for this very worthwhile role. Veterans Court is held each Friday at 1400 at the courthouse, stop by to see the good work going on
there.
We have arranged an interesting outing with the US Coast Guard on 20 March, with a tour of a cutter at the Sand
Island USCG base, followed by lunch at the base club and a discussion with RADM Cari B. Thomas, Commander,
Coast Guard District Fourteen. I hope many of you will join us for this interesting event.
Finally, if you are an annual member and have not paid dues this year, you are in ARREARS!! Please send your
dues in with the Membership Form on page 2 or go to our web site to pay by credit card.
Cheers, Mark

Membership Application--New or Renewal
(Please print legibly)

Aloha, it is my pleasure to welcome new members to our chapter. You will soon receive your welcome packet, including an
invite to our New Member Breakfast. Please contact Mark Torreano at 343-4877 or
mmtorreano@gmail.com with any questions.
NOTE: If you want to pay by credit card, go to our website at www.moaa-hawaii.org and click on “Join Today” to fill out the
form and make payment.
Date ___/___/___
New Member _____
Renewal _____ (name & changes only)
Name: ___________________________________ DOB ___/___/___ Rank______Service __________
(Last

(1st)

(MI)

Status: Active____ Ret.____ Former____ Reserve______ Guard ______ Widow/Widower ____
Street Address: ______________________________City ______________ State____ Zip_________
Phone ________________ E-mail__________________________Spouse’s Name_________________
Chapter Sponsor: (if applicable) _________________________________
REGULAR MEMBER: 1 year $25 ___ 5 years $100 ___ 90 yrs+ Free___ Active Duty Free___
AUXILIARY MEMBER: 1 year $ 20___ 5 years $75___ 90 yrs+ Free___
New Members: Dues are complimentary for the remainder of the year joining. Dues collected are for the following year.

PAYMENT: Donations to support our JROTC scholarship program and community service donations are encouraged.
Dues $ ______

Donation $ _______

Total Remittance $________

Mail check to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 31282, Honolulu, HI 96820
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- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - March
Thursday 20 Mar 1000
Hawaii State - Aloha Chapter Luncheon
US COAST GUARD STATION SAND ISLAND
Tour USCG Cutter Rush at 1000 hours
Lunch at 1130 hours at Club 14
Speaker - RADM Cari B. Thomas USCG

Commander 14 CG District
April
No Social Event Currently Scheduled
May
Tour of China Town (tentative)
June
No Social Event Currently Planned
July
Tour of FAA Tower at Honolulu International
August
Sunday 17 Aug 1200 (tentative)
Annual Picnic at Bellow AFS
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Executive Committee
Elected Officers
President
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
1st Vice President
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
2nd Vice President

VACANT
Secretary
Lt Col Bruce Altenhof USAF
277-3932
bruce.sandra1990@gmail.com
Treasurer (acting)
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

Appointed Officers
TAPS
COL Don Lee, USA (Ret.) died 30 Jan 14.
Survived by Spouse: Dawn
LTC Sandi Apuna, USA (Ret.) died 31 Jan 14
Margaret Scott died 17 Feb 14. Survived by spouse:
CDR Richard (Scotty) Scott, USN (Ret.)

Binnacle List
Col Jim Gebhard: home recovering from shoulder surgery.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman Emeritus:
RADM C. Bruce Smith, USN (Ret)
Chairman, CAPT George Sullivan, USN (Ret) 2013-2015
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt, USA (Ret), 2012-2014
Trish Kubach, 2012-2014
LCDR Tom Marzec, USN (Ret), 2012-2014
Helen Peil Baker, 2013-2015
LtCol Tom Smyth, USMC (Ret) 2013-2015
Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret) 2014-2016
LTC Matt McCarville USA (Ret), 2014-2016
CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret), 2014-2016
Col Mark Torreano, USAF (Ret) President
LTC Darrell Large, USA (Ret) Past President
Volume 29, No. 3 Hui O Na Koa
Published monthly by: Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA
PO Box 31282 Honolulu, Hawaii 96820
Subscription included in annual chapter dues.
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
Hawaii State Chapter policy.

Accountant
LTC Richard DeLong USA
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com
Auxiliary Liaison
Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248
jayn28@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Legislative Affairs
LtCol Tom Smyth USMC
531-2829
tjsmyth6@aol.com
Chair Personal Affairs
Lt Col Lou Crompton USAF
526-3022
lcrompton@juno.com
Chaplain
Capt Bob Walden, USAF
348-4868
walden33@hotmail.com

Chair Programs

VACANT
Chair Membership
(acting)
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
Public Affairs

VACANT
ROTC Scholarships
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Community Services
Kathy Delong
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com
Editor Hui O Na Koa
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Webmaster
Bob Ranaldo
203-510-6279
bobranaldo@yahoo.com
Database Manager
Maj George Montague USAF
239-4222
montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com
TUG
Col Lou Torraca USAF
254-3286
af06hi@gmail.com
Sergeant –at– Arms

VACANT
Directory Editor
LT Jim Fromm USCG
677-7469
jffromm@hawaii.rr.com
Directory Business Manager

VACANT

The Trivia Question
Sea cruises are great... Mediterranean Sea to visit Italy,
France or Spain... Caribbean Sea and visit Jamaica, Costa
Rica or Columbia.... but what country or countries coastal
ports would you visit if you cruised the Sargasso Sea ?
(See answer on Page 4)
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Auxiliary Corner
by Jayne Henley-Davis

Dear Na Wahine Koa ......
An article in the monthly MOAA emails, reminded all of us that beginning March16th, TRICARE FOR
LIFE (TFL) beneficiaries will be required to fill maintenance medication prescriptions refills through the
TRICARE Home Delivery (mail order) pharmacy system. Beneficiaries can opt out of this requirement after using the
mail-order refill system for one year.
This new requirement stems from the FY 2013 defense authorization bill. In a bipartisan compromise to avoid
large across the board TRICARE pharmacy co-pay increases, Congress included a mandatory mail-order pilot program for
TFL beneficiaries to offset the cost. Mail-order pharmacy delivery lowers costs for both beneficiaries and DOD. A 90dayrefill of generic medication is free through the mail-order pharmacy, but costs $5 per 30 day refill at a retail drug
store. For brand name medications the cost is $13 for a 90 day refill through mail-order versus $17 for a 30 day refill at a
retail store. This mandate applies only to a "group of brand name" maintenance medications. Generic meds are exempt
from the mail order requirement.
Beneficiaries who live near a Military Hospital or clinic may continue to fill their prescription on base and DO
NOT need to enroll in the mail-order program. Those with other prescription coverage, those living overseas, and Nursing
Home patients are exempt. Caregivers can call this number, 1-877-882-3335, with prescription information to opt out.
TRICARE has begun reaching out to affected beneficiaries. If necessary, it's possible to enroll, yourselves, online
or over the phone at 1-877-882-3335. Individual waivers to opt out of the requirement may be granted on a case-by-case
basis due to personal need or hardship, emergency, or other special circumstance.

Aloha for now.......Jayne

The Chaplain’s Corner
by The Rev. Robert E. Walden
Chaplain

As I was listening to the news this
morning, I was shocked to learn of
the proposed cuts to our military
forces made by the Secretary of Defense, Chuck Hagel. It appears that there are some even
more difficult times coming for our military members.
How do you handle difficult times when they come?
Do you have a support group of some kind? I certainly
hope so.
Support groups are very important and they can
help us to have better and happier lives or they can help
us to have more angry and frustrated lives. The choice
is ours by the support group we choose. I was reminded
of the story about a young American Indian warrior
who was being taught by one of the village elders. The
Elder told him that each of us have two wolves inside
us. One fighting to show us good and honorable ways
and the other striving to show ways to get ahead but by
devious and dishonorable means. The young warrior
asked the elder, How will I know which one wins?”

Trivia Answer -

The Elder responded with, “Which ever one you feed.”
That is so very true and I think it tells us a lot
about our current society. Which way of life do we
really want? One which is filled with love, peace and
happiness. Or one filled with bitterness and resentments
which can lead to violence. Filling our lives with love
and caring for others is not easy. It is very difficult. It
will get you mistreated and have many difficulties, but
in the end there will be an internal happiness that
comes from knowing that you have done the best you
could. For me, that is the peace which passes all understanding. We change our world into a better place by
loving and forgiving those around us, especially those
who oppose us, those who seem to be the most unlovable, and even those who do not know the meaning of
love and forgiveness.
Hard and difficult times will continue and we
can best prepare for them by surrounding ourselves
with others whom we love and care for, and those who
in turn care and love us.

NONE... Sargasso Sea is a region in the middle of the North Atlanic Ocean surrounded by ocean currents - the only sea that has no coast.
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2014 CHAPTER DONATIONS
TOTAL GOAL IS $7,100
Received to date $445.00 (Scholarships & Community Service)
DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE)
PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 to $1,000)
GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499)
Jerry East, Myrl Noggle
SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99)
Robert McEldowney, Dan Tompkins
BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49)
Andy Mukk
If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call Mark Torreano at 343-4877.

Personal Affairs Committee
Skilled Nursing Facility [SNF] care. You or a family member may be in a hospital and subsequently moved to a
SNF. Medicare has a 100 day limit for SNF. Beyond 100 days, Tricare [TFL] becomes primary payer for SNF. You
NEED prior authorization from the TFL contractor - Wisconsin Physician Services [WPS]. Contact WPS prior to the 100
day expiration toll free at 866-773-0404 for information and assistance. [source: Navy Times, Tricare Help, 17 Feb 14]
**Chapter received NO input after our request of names of any members now in hospice or needing 24 hr nursing care...
do you know of anyone? Let us know!

YOUR Help Is Needed to Assist Your Fellow Servicemen and Their Spouses
Sorry to report that after our Navy - AF RAO request for volunteers in the February newsletter, the RAO office received 0 volunteers from the chapter.... despite all the USN and AF members / spouses / surviving widows... not 1 volunteer to assist fellow sailors / airmen / widows. A shame... RAO needs add'l volunteers... we can't even staff an AM
and PM shift now 5 days / week... and 3 of our volunteers are females... non vets ... sez something about our vets caring
for each other… lots of vets and widows looking for help, but precious few willing to be of any assistance...
thanks, aloha, Lou

The Retired Activities Office RAO on Joint Base Pearl
Harbor - Hickam [near the NEX & Commissary] is
staffed by volunteers to assist Navy and USAF retirees,
spouses, surviving spouses and a number of active duty
people prior to their retirement. A core component of
our assistance - and probably the most satisfying - is
helping surviving spouses who may not have all the
knowledge or documents to receive benefits they are
entitled to. Due to departures, serious illnesses and a
death, your RAO has a shortage of volunteers to cover
our 3 or 4 hour shifts Monday thru Friday... we need
you to volunteer along with us.

volume, and "gray area" Reserve / Guard retirees who
are not yet receiving a pension. Retirees from each
service, surviving spouses, plus NOAA and PHS retirees attended our Nov 2013 retiree seminar on
Hickam. We need more volunteers NOW.... You do
not have to be a subject matter expert - we provide
plenty of training, resources on the desktop, and referral phone numbers. The only requirement needed is a
desire to help others. Volunteer age range? How
about recent retiree [40s] up to late 80s... do you fit in
there? Are YOU willing to give up just a few hours
of your time to help fellow retirees and surviving
spouses? Can you come in only 3 or 4 hours during a
You do not have to be a Navy or Air Force retiree... we week to help others?
have one Army volunteer on board and two surviving
spouses. In addition to helping sailors and airmen, we Please call the office to discuss volunteering: 474 also assist Marines, Army and Coast Guard on a lesser 0032 Thank you [RAO volunteer Lou Crompton]
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TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca USAF (Ret)
The Running of the Nerds-Take 2
As I should have said, last time, who needs PAMPLONA SPAIN when we have Las Vegas? I like the separate
media events, CES unveiled, Digital Experience and Showstoppers on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday evenings
since they are an opportunity to see lots of things and talk to the folks a lot more comfortably than trying to do it in
the crowded exhibit halls. If it wasn’t for these events, I doubt I would be able to tell you about a couple products
I am really impressed with. You’ll probably be surprised when I tell you the first one is a revolution in vacuuming
coming to the US from the UK (according to Gtech)... it's cordless and it’s called the Gtech AirRAM.
Yup, I am really excited about this and for the nerds in the audience, a geeky flourish is a USB port and software
that allow you to hook up the AirRam to your computer and analyze your battery life, energy savings, and even calculate how many calories you
burned while vacuuming. It’s inventor, Neal Grey, says he added that feature as something of a joke, but “people loved it,” so it stayed in the final
product. Actually, it’s kind of fun to plug in at the end of a session and see these stats. But what about the vacuuming? I have a professional
cleaner who does most of mine and I was able to have her use the AirRam Neal had provided for me to review and she was very pleased with it.
The ease of moving around with it (weighs only 7.7lbs) it turns on a dime and gets under most furniture easily. She was able to finish her vacuuming
in about half the regular time it usually takes with the high-end , heavy vacuum I own. This was with a charge that still had quite a bit left. One reason is the low power it takes to run as compared with the “big guy” and also the short distance the dirt has to travel to the collection point. All this is
covered in detail on the web page.www.greytecnologies.com and is a fascinating read. BTW, the following is from a fellow reviewer and it makes
good sense to me: (It also comes with far fewer bells and whistles than similarly conventional vacuums. But Grey says that was intentional. “We
aimed this thing to be a bit like an iPad compared to a PC,” he told me. “It’s only got the basic things. It’s small, it’s lightweight, you can pick it up,
and it cleans floors really well. It won’t dust the lampshades, and it won’t clean your car. If a feature doesn’t genuinely make the task easier, we don’t
put it on.”) One last note, I actually duplicated my cleaners vacuuming and also finished in record time, so I’ll be doing it more often between her
visits. Also, I think the feature I like best is the ease of emptying it. The dirt/dust gets compacted into small bales and there is no ambient dust when
you discard them. I rate this machine a 5 out of 5!
The 2nd review is by my friend, Joanne Lim who has an iPhone 5s and was kind enough to provide this:
Good things come in small packages and this applies to the diminutive ChargeKey. The device is a key shaped smartphone cable (2-1/2” long &
1/8” wide) that charges and syncs anywhere there is a USB. It fit easily on my keychain for emergency charge-ups when I’m away from home.
Charging time was comparable to using an Apple charging cord. It was awkward charging through a PC USB with the iPhone dangling from the
short cable. On the positive side, it showed the power was uninterrupted despite the bent cable.
Pros- Small, lightweight, portable, with a keychain loop; Flexible, bends in half, holds on to iPhone at any angle; Available with micro USB connector
for non-Apple devices; At $25, costs less than an Apple charging cord. Cons-USB & lightning connectors are exposed; no covers, possible damage;
Currently not available in colors. Also, I got to try a super set of Gavio, Flat Cabled, Crystal Clear Earphones With Mic from their “Man of Steel”
collection’s Metallon Zinc. With a Superman Logo, you have to expect a super performance…and I was not disappointed. I got to use them on the
flight home and was really surprised at the superb sound from a system that usually is so-so. To really give them a check-out, I played Pavarotti on
my Bose and was blown away…they really are super. Just for the heck of it I also plugged them into my Ultrabook and then my desktop PC and was
equally impressed. For the geeks in the wings, here are the tech specs: Speaker Drivers :8mm Frequency Response: 20Hz - 20KHz, Sensitivity : 93
± 3dB Impedance : 16Ω, Cable Length:120cm ction: 3.5mm audio jack-To quote their webpage: “A crystal-clear blast of pure sound with minimum
interference!” Here’s one for all u folks who wished you had taken pictures, but just got distracted and didn’t! Autographer is a small, light digital
camera that’s designed to be worn. You clip it on and with its eye-view lens it sees what you see. It contains five clever sensors that work like magic
to shoot just the right moments – automatically – capturing natural, atmospheric shots. Built-in GPS pinpoints where photos are taken and shows
you in the included apps. Worn, not held. The camera clips on to clothing or can be worn around your neck using a lanyard. It’s totally automatic and
shoots for a whole day, leaving your hands free to get on with everything else. Clip on, go out. You almost forget it’s there. Autographer syncs with
smartphones via Bluetooth and connects to your Mac or PC via micro USB. It comes with beautiful apps for Mac, PC, iOS and Android
that let you view, tag and share photos you capture and effortlessly create high quality stop-motion videos to tell a story in pictures (even with music!). The included Autographer Share cloud service provides a convenient extra place to publish your creations. Everyday people use Autographer
to capture and re-live the fun, spontaneous and special moments in their lives; the family get-togethers, precious moments with the
children, special places or vacations. But it’s equally suited to professional situations such as documenting events, researching consumer insights
or medical research. And finally, for all of us who hate the hassle of remembering passwords as well as changing all of them, Eyelock to the rescue!
There are a number of password programs out there to keep your passwords secure, with a single master password. While this is a good way to
keep your information safe, the hackers still have ways to steal your info. But what if your accounts could only be unlocked by using the iris of your
eye, which is unique to you, by scanning your eye? That is how EyeLock keeps your passwords secure. Its palm-sized device, Myris, can perform a
quick eye-scan to verify your identity. It connects to your computer via USB, then scans your eye at a rate of 20 frames per second, looking at over
240 points on the iris to generate a 2048-bit signature unique to each user. To open your accounts, which are linked via an application, you physically scan your eye although there's a chance you can get a false match, it's very slim — just one in 2.25 trillion. According to EyeLock, only DNA is
more accurate. Pretty slick I think. That’s my take for this edition, stay tuned for more, next time, and remember to be safe out there. Aloha, Lou
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
LtCol Tom Smyth USMC (Ret.)

National Issues: Fortunately Congress has undone some bad military legislation passed earlier. As expected retiree COLA cuts were restored for all current retirees although not for those
entering service after 1 January 2014. It is likely that cut will also be restored eventually. Although DOD would like some fee increases in TRICARE, including TRICARE For Life, Congress
is resisting. There may be changes in Commissary funding which cause prices to go up, but apparently no broad
closures. There are a few other things on the table including widely reported cuts in Army and Marine Corps end
strengths. Similar proposals were discussed a few months ago. Army cuts go deeper than previously discussed,
but are likely to have a minimal effect in Hawaii, while USMC numbers will increase. Little impact here from
cutting USAF A-10s, although Navy may lose some local cruisers. Many of the cuts are spread over 5-10 years,
so we’ll just have to wait and see.

Hawaii Legislative Issues: As noted earlier, several bills are carrying over from 2013. UH National Guard
tuition assistance is moving as is a bill to cut the auto registration for totally disabled vets. Putting a “Veteran”
notation on state driver’s licenses and ID cards is also moving, but has some opposition so may not pass. Funds to
construct the “post-RVN conflicts” War Memorial, now planned for Kaneohe VA Cemetery with replicas on
Neighbor Island VA cemeteries is also moving. Appropriations for state Civil Air Patrol is progressing, as is a
GET exemption for the planned Veteran’s Patient-Centered Community Care Program. Also moving is a bill to
fund a Vets Long-Term Care Facility. Finally, a bill to create a Women’s Veteran Coordinator in the Office of
Veteran Services is being heard. Not yet heard is a bill to create a Vets Traumatic Brain Injury Treatment function
at the UH Medical School.
HAWAII STATE/ALOHA CHAPTERS
USCG CUTTER TOUR AND LUNCHEON BUFFET
SPEAKER
RADM CARI THOMAS
COMMANDER, USCG DISTRICT 14
THURSDAY, 20 MARCH
US COAST GUARD BASE SAND ISLAND
Tour a USCG Cutter Rush at 1000 hours
Luncheon check in at 1100 hours at Club 14
Buffet lunch at 1130
Cost: $20 per person
Driving/parking instructions will be provided by email before the event
Questions? Call Mark Torreano at 343-4877
CLIP AND MAIL IN THE RESERVATION FORM BELOW NLT 15 MAR
OR PAY ONLINE AT WWW.MOAA-HAWAII.ORG
*************************************************************************************************************

USCG Cutter Tour (1000 hours): ____ people
NAMES (First, MI, Last)

___________________________________________________________

_______ Lunches @ $20 each = $_____________ Donation $ ________ Total $____________
Lunch Name tags to read ______________________________________________________________
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: HAWAII STATE CHAPTER-MOAA
MAIL TO: PO BOX 31282, HONOLULU, HI 96820

Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 31282
Honolulu, Hawaii 96820

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Permit No. 702
Honolulu
Hawaii

Return Service Requested

HAPPY St. Patrick’s DAY
UP-COMING CHAPTER ACTIVITY:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tour & Luncheon Thu, March 20 1000
USCG Station Sand Island
Speaker
RADM Cari B. Thomas USCG

(Waskow - continued from page 1)
Then they laid him on the ground in the
shadow of a low stone wall alongside
the road.
I don’t know who the first man
was. You feel small in the presence of
dead men, ashamed of being alive, and
you don’t ask silly questions.
We left him there beside the
road, the first one, and we all went back
into the cowshed and sat on water cans
or lay on the straw, waiting for the next
batch of mules.
Somebody said the dead soldier had been dead for four days, and
then no one said anything more about it.
We talked soldier talk for an hour or
more. The dead man lay all alone outside in the shadow of the low stone wall.
Then a soldier came into the
cowshed and said there were some more
bodies outside We went out into the
road. Four mules stood there, in the
moonlight, where the trail came down
from the mountain. The soldiers who led
them stood there waiting. “This one is
Captain Waskow”, one of them said
quietly.
Two men unlashed his body from the

mule and lifted it off and laid it in the
shadow beside the stone wall. Other
men took the other bodies off. Finally
there were five lying end to end in a
long row, alongside the road. You don’t
cover up dead men in the combat zone.
They just lie there in the shadows until
somebody else comes after them.
The unburdened mules moved
off to their olive orchard. The men in
the road seemed reluctant to leave. They
stood around and gradually one by one I
could sense them moving close to Capt.
Waskow’s body. Not so much to look, I
think, as to say something in finality to
him, and to themselves. I stood close by
and I could hear.
One soldier came and looked
down, and he said out loud “God damn
it”. That’s all he said, and then he
walked away. Another one came. He
said, “God damn it to hell anyway”, He
looked down for a few last moments,
and then he turned and left.
Another man came. I think he
was an officer. It was hard to tell officers from men in the half light, for all
were bearded and grimy dirty. The man
looked down into the dead officer’s
face, and then he spoke directly to him

as though he was alive. He said, “I’m
sorry, old man”.
Then a soldier came and stood
by the officer, and bent over, and he too
spoke to his dead captain not in a whisper but awfully tenderly and he said:
“I am sure sorry, sir”.
Then the first man squatted
down, and he reached down and took
the dead hand, and he sat there for a full
five minutes holding the dead hand in
his own and looking intently into the
dead face and he never uttered a sound
all the time he sat there.
And finally he put the hand
down, and then he reached up and gently straightened the points of the dead
man’s shirt collar, and then he sort of
rearranged the tattered edges of his uniform around the wound. And then he
got up and walked away down the road
in the moonlight, all alone.
After that the rest of us went
back into the cowshed, leaving the five
dead men lying in a line, end to end, in
the shadow of the low stone wall. We
lay down on the straw in the cowshed,
and pretty soon we were all asleep.
Article reprinted here as written by
Ernie Pyle - Bob Popp

