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Scholarship Fund News
In memory of his father, Lieutenant General Allen K. Ono,
USA, Retired, who died 1 August
2016, his son, Col Craig M. Ono,
MD, USA, Ret., Orthopedic Surgeon since 1992 and Chief of
Staff since 2014 at Shriners Hospital, Honolulu, made a very gracious
and
generous donation
of
$10,000 to
the Hawaii
Aloha Chapter’s ScholarDr. Craig Ono ship Fund.
LTG Ono was very active in
our chapter’s leadership for
many years. He served as Chairman of the Board from 2001—
2004 and again from 2009—
2011 in addition to serving with
distinction for many years as
President of the Trustees of the
chapter’s Scholarship Fund.
His wife, Evelyn, who predeceased him, was quite active in
the Merrie Ladies group and
loved by everyone.
Dr. Ono’s donation will certainly be put to good use encouraging outstanding and deserving JROTC and ROTC cadets throughout the Pacific.
See page 7 for this month’s
Scholarship Fund report.

http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
Hawaii Army Museum Society (Hams)

36TH Annual Tournament

Last year’s Hawaii Army Museum
Society
Golf
Tournament was a huge
success and very
enjoyable,
Walter Ki- thanks to all of
noshita, Co- the volunteers!
ordinator
This
year’s
tournament will be held on
Friday, 16 June, at the Leilehua
Golf Course again.
As we have done in the past,
we are looking for volunteers
to support the tournament on
that day. While I do not have
any specifics, I am guessing
that the requirements will be
basically the same, i.e., Greeters, Registration, Food/Servers,
Par 3 Monitors, Refreshment/
Water Cart, Putting/Chipping
Contest, and odds and ends.
Please mark your calendars
and let me know if you will be
available to support/play the
HAMS tournament. If you are
interested in serving in a specific area, please let me know
at waltkinoshita@mac.com
or 808-741-9570.
Your support is greatly appreciated,
Walt
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Memorial Day Ceremony
Early in the morning of Memorial Day LTC John Kim,
USAF, Ret., and LCDR Mark
Webster, USN, Ret., conveniently rode one of the free shuttle busses to the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific,
Punchbowl, to participate in the
68th Memorial Day Ceremony.
This year it was a joint Governor’s and Mayor’s special ceremony to honor those who have
fought and died for our nation
and to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Vietnam War.
In behalf of
the
Hawaii
Aloha Chapter
of the Military
Officers Association
of
America, John and Mark presented an anthurium wreath.
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter,
MOAA
President’s Message
By Wesley Fong
It was November, 1969, when I landed at Tan Son
Nhut Air Base, Republic of Vietnam – a brand new
1st Lieutenant apprehensive but eager to do the job
that the U.S. Army trained me to do. It was a war
that we did not want, a war we did not win, and a
war that was unpopular. Nevertheless, we came
back alive and proud to have served in spite of the
unwelcome and at times disrespectful reception we
received if we were in uniform. We went on with
our lives, veterans forgotten, until the end of the
Gulf War when our troops came back victorious
and Vietnam veterans were asked to join the victory
parade on Ala Moana Boulevard. I still remember
the crowd on the sidewalk standing up in silence and
applauding this “ragtag” bunch of Vietnam veterans.
Now more than 50 years later these same veterans are now being officially recognized and
thanked for their service in Vietnam here in Hawaii. We are older and some have already passed
away, but we are grateful for the belated thank
you long overdue. To my fellow Vietnam veterans, I salute you and thank you for your service.
A sincere congratulations to our Ralph Hiatt who
received the well deserved Lokahi Award at the annual Governor’s JROTC ceremony at Palm Circle,
Ft. Shafter, in recognition of his contribution on behalf of MOAA to the JROTC and ROTC programs
in Hawaii and the across the Pacific. A big Mahalo
to Toni Correia who is carrying on Ralph’s impressive legacy of honoring outstanding cadets over a
vast area: 27 JROTC high schools in Hawaii; 29
JROTC high schools in American Samoa, Guam,
Marianas, Japan and Korea; and 2 ROTC programs
at UH and 1 each ROTC program in Hilo, Pago
Pago, Hagatña (Agana), and Saipan. I must admit a
bit of nostalgia when the Adjutant marched to the
front of the huge formation and ordered “Bring
your units to attention” and JROTC cadets from
most of the Hawaii high schools passed in review.
Hats off again to Herb Nakagawa for another
successful chicken sale and thank you again
to all who assisted.
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Chapter Donation to IHS
On Mother’s Day, 2017, the Hawaii Aloha Chapter,
MOAA, donated 300 BBQ whole chickens (valued at
$3,600) to the Institute for Human Services (IHS) that
provides shelter and food to the many homeless in
Honolulu.
As part of the
chapter’s annual fundraiser, many
of our members
purchased the
BBQ chickens but donated them
to the IHS as
Left to right, Hawaii Aloha Chapter part of the
President Wesley Fong; Executive c h a p t e r ’ s
Director Connie Mitchell, Institute for commuHuman Services, and Herbert Naka- nity sergawa, Jr., Chapter Fundraising Chair. vice.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3 June 2017
(Saturday)
16 June 2017
(Friday)
26 June 2017
(Monday)
10 Sep 2017
(Sunday)
14 Oct 2017
(Saturday)

4 Nov 2017
(Saturday)
15 Dec 2017
(Friday)

1000, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer
Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center
1000, Hawaii Army Museum Society’s (HAMS)
Annual MG Herbert E. Wolff Golf Tournament, Leilehua Golf Course, Wahiawa
0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course,
92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei
Noon, Annual MOAA Picnic, Pavilion
5A, Bellows AFS, Waimanalo
1130, BBQ at Oahu Veterans’ Center Supporting Veterans Completing Tripler’s PostTraumatic Stress Disorder Recovery Re–
habilitation Program (PRRP)
0730—Noon, Annual Retiree Seminar,
Hickam Officers’ Club. Hickam, JBPHH
1700, Annual Christmas Dinner Party, Sunset
Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith, Aiea Heights

NOTICE

This newsletter, my 138th issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is
promulgated monthly as an official publication of Hawaii Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of
America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Personal Affairs
Advice on Personal Security
A new website provides information on a
person's full name, age, birthday, aliases, current and past addresses. It also includes full
names and ages of relatives and possible associates. This is NOT a crime, but may be a
threat to your personal & family security. This
free website has no safe guards to ensure the
searcher has a need to know this information.
To have your information removed from
FamilyTreeNow, follow theses steps: Type in
http://www.familytreenow.com/optout in
your search engine. After a green check mark
appears next to "I'm not a robot", click on the
Begin Opt Out Procedure. The page will redirect you to a search page. Enter your name and
click search (try variations of your full name).
Website will provide a results page of possible matches of your name. Find your informaMark Torreano photo
tion by checking on the record details.
Once you find and verify it is your record and
not someone else with the same name, click on
"Opt - Out" button on the page. The page will
refresh with a message, "Your opt-out request
is being processed. Please allow up to 48
hours for your record to be removed."
Be vigilant! Ensure your personal and family
information is protected and not available
to the public.

VA Warns of Imposter Phone Line
Dept of Veterans Affairs issued a warning
that a phone line appears to be set up to take
advantage of veterans who misdial the Veterans Choice Program phone line. The two
phone numbers differ only in area code. The
CORRECT VA Choice line is 1-866-606-8198
while the FAKE line is 1-800-606-8198. The
imposter line does not provide info, but instead claims to offer callers a $100 rebate if
they provide credit card number. Dial
slowly and correctly: 1-866-606-8198
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75th Anniversary of the West
Loch Disaster
by Captain George E. Sullivan USN Ret.
In May ‘44 preparations were underway for
the invasion of Saipan followed by Tinian
and Guam in that order. At West Loch in
Pearl Harbor thirty-four LSTs were clustered
together with their hulls and decks filled
with ammo. On the afternoon of 21 May,
while Army Ordnance troops loaded mortar
ammunition on the fantail of LST-353, an
explosion occurred followed by two more
minutes later. Hot splinters sprayed into the
highly flammable aviation fuel drums on
LST-480 and LST 39.
Flaming gasoline and exploding ammunition
soon began to take its toll of the soldiers, sailors
and Marines loading and manning the ships. The
fire burned for more tan 24 hours resulting in
the death of one-hundred-sixty-three men; and
another four-hundred injured. Eight LSTs were
destroyed as well as other craft in the vicinity.
A ceremony is held each year at West Loch
on 20 May (A ceremony is also held at
Punchbowl
on 21 May).
Roberta
and I attended this
year aboard
the Army
LSV2 CW3
Harold
C
Clinger. The
picture, taken from the vehicle deck, barely
shows the LST 480 in the background
which is still aground in West Loch.

The Trivia Question
You know when cleaning house you find "strange"
things... so what do you do with a howdah?
See Trivia Answer Page 6
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Surviving Spouses
By Jayne Henley-Davis
DON'T NEED A WILL???
THINK AGAIN!
Your heirs will thank you! Even if people
think they have nothing to leave to anyone.....What if you were in an accident and
died later of injuries and your estate won a million dollar settlement? Who gets the money?
Similar situations may turn up, like a rental deposit that's returned or a medical reimbursement. Those checks are made out to the deceased. How do your heirs get to cash them?
If you had a Will, you would have named an Executor who pays off creditors, is able to cash checks,
and can distribute money or property to your beneficiaries. Without a Will, your heirs must ask a court
to appoint a personal administrator. The person
might be a surviving spouse or a child, but you also
risk a family feud over who should be in charge.
When there is no Will, state law dictates who
gets the house, car, savings and other assets.
Those laws vary from state to state. Lawyers are
a good source for reliable Wills. Your lawyer will
also remind you that you need a durable power
of attorney and a health care proxy, so someone
can manage your finances and make medical
choices if you are unable to do so yourself.
In most states handwritten Wills are accepted,
providing they were witnessed properly, but
nowadays you can find FREE state-specific Will
Forms online. A Self-prepared Will is much
better than nothing and you'll be preventing
your heirs from going through a long tedious process called PROBATE.
Jayne

Welcome To Our New Members
Douglas Brown, MAJ, USA, Ret., Kapolei
William Robertson, Lt Col, USAF, Ret., Ewa Beach

TAPS

Nobody known, thankfully

BINNACLE LIST
Nobody known, happily
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Dr. Fred P. Staedel
“Our Father who art in
heaven” we hopefully celebrate every day. But this
month we have the opportunity to celebrate
our father here on Earth. Yes, Father’s Day
comes this year on Sunday, June 18th. Some
people feel that our contemporary Father’s
Day has religious roots from 1479 when the
Catholic Church began the celebration on St.
Joseph Day commemorating the husband of
the Blessed Mary. But the secular celebration
of Father’s Day in America began on June 19,
1910, in the State of Washington and finally
went nationwide in 1972 as a national holiday
and always on the third Sunday of June.
We often hear the phrase “Father/Mother
God” and yet more often we hear the pronouns
“His” and “He” when referring to God regardless of religious denomination. And, appropriately, the pronouns are capitalized when God is
being referred to. It is interesting, however, that
we never, or hardly ever, hear the use of the
capitalized pronouns “Her” and “She” when
referring to the Father/Mother God. What are
we to make of this apparent conundrum?
Most will agree that “God is Love” and the
word “Love” is therefore appropriately capitalized. And in context it could be said, “He is
Love.” But we never hear “She is Love” when
God is being referred to yet “love” is more
often than not thought to be a more feminine
attribute. Yet we as Americans are more
prone to make a bigger deal when it comes to
Mother’s Day than Father’s Day and making a
bigger deal of God being Father than Mother.
So my message to my readers this month is
let’s make a big deal about Father’s Day and
Mother’s Day equally and see to it that we worship the attributes of our Father/Mother God
equally. Our love of both our human father
and mother should be equal to our love for
our spiritual Father/Mother.
Fred
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May Golf Report
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Mailed Newsletters To End Soon

The Navy Marine Golf Course
provided the challenge for 29
MOAA members and friends on
Friday, 27 May. The weather
was nice and the course was in
Curtis Lee, good shape. Net scores were
Co-Chairman generally very close around 70,
with a range from 63 to 82.
The Blind Draw pair of Gordon Cho and
Hal Okita took First Place, Mert Agena and
John Ma came in Second; followed by a tie for
Third Place with Ed Hasegawa (single score
doubled) and the pairing of David Umeda and
Curtis Lee. Closest to the pin winners were:
Walt Kinoshita on #5, Gary Hamada on #8,
John Kim on #12 and Vernon Von on #15.
Our next outing will be at Barber’s Point, another fun course, on 26 June.
A couple of golf sayings: Golf is a game of
numbers where you yell FORE, you get SIX
and you write FIVE. And, I was One under
today, specifically, One under a tree, One under
a bush and One under the water!
Sign up and come out and enjoy the fun
and fellowship! Mahalo!
Curt

For many, many years RADM C. Bruce Smith,
USN, Ret., 93, has been dutifully and thankfully
picking up the Hawaii State and then the Hawaii
Aloha Chapters’ monthly newsletters at the print
shop and taking them to the USPS Bulk Mail Facility. The minimum requirement for this privilege is 200 newsletters and we are at that point.
RADM Smith has ceased driving. Therefore,
and because we soon will no longer qualify for
bulk mail privileges, we will be promulgating
the newsletters only electronically in a few
months. You will be kept informed.

The Hawaii Military Order of Foreign Wars

Partial List of

50th Vietnam Commemoration Medal
The Hawaii Military Order of
Foreign Wars is presenting a 50th
commemoration medal to veterans of the Vietnam War. They
have allocated 5 medals to the
Chapter. Any Chapter member
who served in Vietnam and is interested in receiving this medal
please e-mail George Sullivan at
alohasully@earthlink.net or call 623-2243 by
June 8th. George in turn will send you a form
to fill out with specific years served and locations and also your participation in Hawaii
community services.

Recruiting is Everyone’s
Responsibility
Your Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, is always looking for new members—active duty
and retired officers and surviving spouse
members. All are welcome and will enjoy the
camaraderie of our chapter. Make it your goal
to recruit at least one new member.
Cut out the Application for Membership on
page 7 and carry it with you to be readily available
whenever an opportunity for recruiting arises.

Hau'oli lā hānau!
June Babies

Expired Memberships not listed
Alta Hackenson
Patricia Tiahrt
Jerry Coffee
Betty Lenhart
David Belatti
Robert Fishman
William Duffy
Richard Vonier
Bruce Holmberg
Melvin Kau
Richard Leong
Paul Schmitz
John Dodson

6/01
6/01
6/02
6/04
6/05
6/05
6/08
6/09
6/10
6/10
6/11
6/17
6/18

Charles Miller
Ken Munechika
Roy Ota
Shirley Grant
Jane Kekoa
Thomas Marzec
Peter Pawling
Stephen Logan
Richard Hacker
David Lerps
William Liggett
Clyde McAllister

6/18
6/18
6/18
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/23
6/24
6/27
6/28
6/28
6/29
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii
User Group)

by Lou Torraca
http://www.the-tug.org

Browsers, there is a passel of them out there.
The five logos shown above are the most
popular of the bunch with Google Chrome,
62%, leading the pack. Firefox, 14.8% is a distant second and IE, 9.6% in third, Edge, 3%, is
even farther back in fifth behind Safari, the
Apple entrant, at 5.3%. Safari is the preferred
browser for the Mac user. Safari used to make
their browser compatible with Windows but a
November 2015 discussions.apple.com forum
entry says Apple no longer supports Windows
versions for the PC crowd. The last version is
roughly two years old. So I only covered the
first four above at the May TUG meeting.
A web browser (commonly referred to as a
browser) is a software application for retrieving,
presenting and traversing information resources
on the World Wide Web. An information resource is identified by a Uniform Resource Identifier (URI/URL) that may be a web page, image,
video or other piece of content. Hyperlinks present in resources enable users easily to navigate
their browsers to related resources. Although
browsers are primarily intended to use the World
Wide Web, they can also be used to access information provided by web servers in private networks or files in file systems.
The most popular web browsers are Google
Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft Internet Explorer,
Opera, Safari and Edge. I installed four of the
five on the notebook and went through them,
one by one, starting with Chrome. Since all the
browsers do basically the same thing, i.e. let you
see internet content at any site, I picked three features from each to show off.
Chrome - right click on the tab, not the address
bar, of any site and select Pin tab to place it on
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the Taskbar for easier access. You don’t have to
open your browser to get to that site, just click
on the icon on the Taskbar. Recover closed tabs.
If you mistakenly close a tab you can get back to
it by pressing Ctrl+Shift+T. Click on the three
vertical dots on the top right and select More
Tools, then Extensions to get a list of all the extensions, free and paid for, that work seamlessly
with Chrome. Productivity, security, games,
learning tools all are available as extensions.
Google Cloud Print - set up a free account and
register your wireless printers to enable you to
print without a PC or notebook. Classic printers
rely on a computer and must have their software
drivers installed to the cloud.
Microsoft Edge - Cortana the intelligent PDA,
Personal Digital Assistant, ships with Windows 10.
You can teach it the sound of your voice or use it
with mouse commands. Reading View - click on
the ‘book’ looking icon after opening any article on
line and all the extraneous content, sidebars, ads,
popups disappear and you’re left with the article itJoe Magaldi photo
self. Kind of like reading
an oversized Kindle. Annotate parts of a web page to save, print or e-mail.
Opera - The history of the Opera web browser
began in 1994 when it was started as a research
project at Telenor, the largest Norwegian telecommunications company. In 1995, the project
branched out into a separate company named Opera Software ASA, with the first publicly available
version released in 1996. Latest claim to fame is
the feature called Opera Turbo. It uses its own super-fast internet connection to download your
web pages, compresses them by 80% and then
sends them on to you. Opera link will automatically synchronize your settings, bookmarks
and notes to all your mobile devices.
Lou

Add these Websites to your “Favorites”

http://www.moaa.org
http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
Trivia Answer
Sit on it! (it’s a seat on an elephant's back)
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Scholarships and Awards
Monday afternoon on May Day, 1 May, our Hawaii Aloha Chapter President, Wes Fong, and
Mark Webster, both Punahou graduates just a
short while ago, presented the MOAA JROTC
Award to outstanding cadets who have demonstrated exceptional potential for military leadership.
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JROTC Cadet Erin
Fisher, left, Kapaa
High School, Kauai,
receiving the
MOAA award from
Member COL Ed
Gayagas, USA,
Ret., a recent Kapaa
High School graduate

University of Hawaii Honors COL Hiatt

Left to right, Chapter Member LTC Robert Takao,
USA, Senior Military Instructor, Punahou School; Chapter
President Wesley Fong; Cadets Arthur Cheung; Matthew Kop and Raelynn Chu, who was awarded a $500
Scholarship; and Chapter 2nd VP, Mark Webster

Hawaii Aloha Chapter member COL Ralph Hiatt,
USA, Ret., in the red beret, being recognized for sponsoring the
Marksmanship Award (he still holds marksmanship records
at UH since he was a ROTC cadet) and a scholarship award
sponsored by AMVETS Hawaii for his contributions to
JROTC & ROTC programs and the Army community
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter
Military Officers Association
Of America
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Honolulu HI 96820-1356

2017 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors
(Term Expires Year Indicated)
Mark Torreano, USAF — Chairman
(2018)
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
Tamara Degrafenread, USA (2018)
334-237-1579
ivydegraf@gmail.com
Wesley Fong, USA (2017)
595-6127 & 220-5266
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Gary Hara, USA (2019)
625-7182
haragm@hawaii.rr.com
John Kim, USAF (2017)
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
Calvin “Kelly” Lau, USA (2019)
373-7938
laukelly@hotmail.com
John Ma, USA (2017)
486-4805
john.ma08@yahoo.com
Ira Tagawa, USA (2018)
487-5448
itagawa@yahoo.com
Mark Webster, USN (2019)
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com

Executive Committee, Com- Executive Committee, Committee Chairs & Activities (Cont.)
mittee Chairs & Activities
President:
Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127 & 220-5266
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Vice President: Mark Torreano, USAF
343-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
Second VP:
Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Secretary:
Ira Tagawa, USA
487-5448 itagawa@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349 jssk3155@gmail.com
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248 jayn28@gmail.com
Chaplain:
Fred Staedel, USAF
292-8723 fps@hawaii.rr,com
Community Affairs: John Ma, USA

486-4805

john.ma08@yahoo.com

JROTC/ROTC: Antoinette Correia, USA
832-3697 & 721-0401
toni_correia@notes.k12.hi.us
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488 bobleehnl@msn.com
&
Tom Smyth, USMC
531-2829 tjsmyth6@aol.com

Membership:
Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Mark Torreano, USAF
342-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
Publications/PR: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: George Sullivan, USN
623-2243 alohasully@earthlink.net
Fundraising:
271-1172
Golf:
395-9570
&
836-6733
TUG:
487-2842
Webmaster:
203-510-6279

Herb Nakagawa, USAF
shibikoherb@yahoo.com
Walt Kinoshita, USA,
waltkinoshita@mac.com
Curtis Lee, USA
leecd001@hawaii.rr.com
Jack DeTour, USAF
jackdet@hawaii.rr.com
Bob Ranaldo
bobranaldo@yahoo.com

Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
486-4805

John Ma, USA
john.ma08@yahoo.com

