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July Luncheon
Hawaii is slowly, oh so slowly,
opening after a four-month lockdown because of COVID-19.
Accordingly, our Hawaii Aloha
Chapter is now permitted to have
a long awaited, eagerly anticipated
luncheon meeting at 1100, Thursday, 16 July, in the Ballard Room
of the Oahu Veterans’ Center.
There are several protocols
that must be followed, namely:
• Facial coverings must be
worn, except when eating,
of course.
• Everyone must use the
provided hand sanitizer.
• Social distancing must be
maintained. Family members
may sit together and they are
to be separated from other
family members or individuals by at least 6 feet (2 meters). Spaced rectangular tables will be set up with chairs
at each end. Members of the
same family can move the
chairs closer to each other.
• A gathering of no more
than 50 individuals is allowed. Thus, a late RSVP
may be rejected. The Reservation Form is on page 7.
• Buffet meals are not permitted. We will have reasonably priced individual
bento lunches provided for
each attendee. That is why

we need a firm, final head
count. The menu is noted
on the Reservation Form.
Try, try again. Our guest
speaker for our March luncheon,
which was cancelled, has graciously agreed to give his presentation at our July luncheon.
Our
fellow
member, Richard Rankin,
founder
and
president
of
Wounded Warrior Ohana, a
local non-profit
dedicated to Hawaii’s wounded warriors and their families,
will be our guest speaker.
Dick, a retired Army colonel,
became an economics teacher at
Iolani School for 20 years after
serving his country for 27 years
and is proud to be able to continue
honoring his fellow veterans today
by providing enriching experiences
for them and their families.
Dick began focusing his energy
on helping wounded veterans
through building community and
relationships. To truly support his
local wounded warrior population,
he realized it was essential to include not just the veterans, but the
veterans’ families, in his efforts.
Rankin began reaching out to
veterans by connecting with local
military bases, where Wounded
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Warrior Ohana found wounded
warriors who were still on active
duty. Next, he contacted the Veterans Affairs to connect with veterans who had been discharged.
Exiting the military can leave veterans and their families feeling
alienated or overwhelmed, and
WWO provides valuable support.
Rankin has also been able to
reach some of his peers, fellow
Vietnam-era veterans, who don’t
always have family nearby. Connections made through WWO
become a family support system.
To learn more about Richard
Rankin’s magnanimous organization, be sure to send in the
Reservation Form ASAP.
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter,
MOAA
President’s Message
By Mark Webster
On Thursday afternoon, 25 June, the Hawaii Aloha
Chapter, MOAA, had the first meeting of a member
of the Oahu Veterans’ Council at the Oahu Veterans’ Center since it was closed because of the devastating pandemic, the invisible enemy.
In fact, we had two meetings. At 1330 we had
an Executive Committee meeting followed an
hour later by a Board of Directors meeting,
both of which had not met since early February.
At the EXCOM meeting conducted by yours truly, it
was reported that we now have 374 members and that
this is a gradual attrition from the 418 members we had
30 months ago. Recruiting must be stressed. Read and
follow the recruiting suggestion on page 5.
Kathleen Ebey is doing a marvelous job of assisting our
Membership Chairman of updating the Membership Directory which may finally be uploaded soon to our web site.
Mike Fricano, our VP and esteemed Program Chairman, handed out a detailed proposed activity schedule for
our chapter for the rest of the year. It is still a work in
progress subject to frequent changes as the year progresses and pending the governor’s future orders relative to the
current pandemic. The proposed events he has scheduled are listed in the Calendar of Events to the right.
Instead of our annual picnic being held at Bellows
AFS, it will be more conveniently held this year on Saturday, 12 September, at Foster Point on Hickam AFB
near the previous SeaBreeze Restaurant. This venue for
our picnic is more accessible for many members and it
was moved from being held on a Sunday to a Saturday.
The annual general membership meeting will be held
on Thursday, 19 November, at the Hickam Officers’
Club. We expect to be hosts at that event to a delegation of representatives from MOAA HQ in Alexandria, VA, on their periodic visits to various chapters.
Following this meeting, Chairman Wesley Fong
called the Board of Directors meeting to order.. He
made an announcement that we now have a vacancy
on the board, saying “Director Matt Sutton has resigned as a Director on our Board of Directors.
We would like to thank him for his service as a

Director during this past challenging year.” The
Board unanimously approved the appointment
of Michael Fricano to fill Matt’s remaining
term. Mike has accepted this new assignment.
Kelly Lau then accepted the position of chair of the
Nominating Committee tasked with selecting directors
for next year, replacing those whose terms expire.
The rest of the meeting was devoted to a
major revision of the chapter’s bylaws.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
16 July 2020 1100, Catered Bento Luncheon Meeting, OVC;
(Thursday) Guest Speaker: Member Richard Rankin;
Topic: Wounded Warriors Ohana Program
24 July 2020 0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course,
(Friday)
92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei
6 Aug 2020 1330, Board of Directors Meeting, Cruick(Thursday) shank Room, Oahu Veterans’ Center
20 Aug 2020 Tentative Iolani Palace Tour/Lunch at the
(Thursday) new Old Speghetti Factory at Aloha Tower
28 Aug 2020 0900, Golf Outing, Navy/Marine Golf Course,
(Friday)
943 Valkenburgh Street, Honolulu 96818
12 Sept 2020 Noon, Picnic at Foster Point, Hickam AFB
(Saturday) (Need a Picnic Chairperson)
17 Sept 2020 1330, EXCOM Meeting, Cruickshank Room,
(Thursday) Oahu Veterans’ Center
25 Sept 2020 0900, Golf Outing, Mamala Bay Golf Course,
(Friday)
Hickam AFB, JBPHH
15 Oct 2020 1100, Luncheon Meeting, Ballard Room, OVC;
(Thursday) Guest Speaker: Member Walter Ozawa;
Topic: The Space-A Retiree Club (SpARC)
23 Oct 2020 0902, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Course,
(Friday)
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base Hawaii
7 Nov 2020 0800, Annual Military Retiree Seminar,
(Saturday Hickam Officers’ Club, rear covered lanai
19 Nov 2020 1730, Annual General Membership Meeting/
Thursday) Mongolian BBQ Dinner, Hickam Officers’
Club, Hickam AFB, JBPHH
23 Nov 2020 0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course,
(Monday) 92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei
13 Dec 2020 1000, Christmas Brunch/Party, Hale Ikena,
(Sunday)
Ft. Shafter
18 Dec 2020 0900, Golf Outing, Navy/Marine Golf Course,
(Friday)
943 Valkenburgh Street, Honolulu 96818

NOTICE
This newsletter, my 175th issue of Nā Leo O Nā
Koa, is an official publication of Hawaii Aloha
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Welcome to the
National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific
Due to the high numbers of flu cases and for the safety of our
staff:
Admittance to the administration building/
restrooms are prohibited
Restrooms inside the cemetery are open to
the public
Assistance scheduling an interment will be
conducted via email, phone or regular mail…
(808) 535-3720, NMCP “Punchbowl” 2177
Puowaina Dr. Honolulu, HI 96813
The cemetery remains open for gravesite visitation
Interments continue with restrictions
All interments are limited to 10 family members or friends
Everyone must wear a facial covering
Social distancing is required
June 9th military honors and interment services were reinstated
Military honors are conducted by Active Duty
and Nat’l Guard units, “no volunteers”
Ceremonies, commissioning’s, reenlistments,
& tours are postponed
Disinterments of Unknowns are postponed
Removal of the Overlook restrooms will
begin summer of 2021
Construction of Columbaria Court #14 begins after the Overlook restrooms are removed
A new restroom will be built next to Columbaria Court #13
Visitors exhibiting flu like symptoms should
not visit Punchbowl.
Mahalo,
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The Trivia Question
Despite the flu pandemic, I like to think of
travel. So, where in the world is the MOST
populated city? I think I know... and then
where in the world is the LEAST populated
city? I have been in small towns like 320 people, but they weren't a bonafide city... so
where are the two extremes?
See Trivia Answer Page 5

Want to Feel Old(er)?
Bonanza premiered 60 years ago.
The Beatles split 50 years ago.
Laugh-In premiered nearly 52 years ago.
The Wizard of Oz is 80 years old.
Elvis is dead 42 years. He’d be 84 today.
The Thriller video is 36 years old.
Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin dead for 49
years.
John Lennon dead 39 years.
Mickey Mantle retired 51 years ago.
Back to the Future is 35 years old.
Saturday Night Fever is 42 years old.
The Ed Sullivan Show ended 47 years ago.
The Brady Bunch premiered 50 years ago.
The triplets on My Three Sons are 50.
Tabitha from Bewitched is 55.
The Corvette turned 66 this year.
The Mustang is 55.
If you were born in the 40s, you’ve had
14 presidents. Next year it will still be 14.

Add these Websites to your
“Bookmarks”

h p://www.moaa.org
h p://takeac on.moaa.org
http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
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Surviving Spouses, etal
By Jayne Henley-Davis
Whether you are trying to
avoid getting COVD-19, the
seasonal flu, or even the common cold, don't think that
hand washing is enough. Far too many
people neglect their CELL PHONES,
which can harbor ten times more germs
than toilet seats, according to estimates by
the American Cleaning Institute. In technical terms, the sleek glass screens are formites, which are materials that can carry and
spread microorganisms.
Every time we are out in public, our fingertips pick up countless germs which we transfer to our cell phones. As often as we use our
cell phones, each time we pick them up, we
spread them to our eyes, nose, or mouth,
which is the entry point for infection. We not
only inhabit the germs but spread them to the
people and objects around us.
(Think of how many times a day we use our
cell phones!)
To help guard against harmful microbes, cell
phone users should clean their screens at least
twice a day; for example, once at midday and
again at night.
Apple has announced that Clorox Disinfecting Wipes or 70% isopropyl alcohol works.
First, power down the device, and remove
the cover. Then, use a Clorox wipe or dampen the corner of a soft, lint free cloth with
alcohol to gently wipe down the phone. Let it
air dry so that the disinfectant can do its job.
Don't forget to clean the phone case too. Apple does not recommend using any liquid solution directly on the phone, compressed air,
or to get moisture into any of the phone's
openings.
Most importantly, be safe, and stay healthy!
Aloha for now,
Jayne
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Dr. Fred P. Staedel
“In God We Trust,” “One Nation
Under God,” “…endowed by
their Creator.” Yes, whether on the
coin of the realm, or within our
Pledge of Alliance, or declaring it in our Declaration of Independence, we celebrate this month the
4th of July signifying the underlying and overlying
reality that God is the “foundation of our nation!”
Psalms 46:1 tells us “God is our refuge and
strength. A very present help in trouble.” Our nation now appears in conflict domestically and internationally. Whether we are warring against onshore
traumas or warring against offshore enemies threatening our very existence, let us all cling to the reality
that God is indeed a very “present help in trouble.”
Of course go ahead and light up that sparkler
on the special Saturday in July and yes, look to
the heavens for the “rockets red glare” with the
celebratory fireworks, but while our eyes are focused heavenward let’s close them just for a moment and give our beloved country a quick prayer of thanksgiving that we know that our
“refuge and strength” does come from the
“One Creator” including those righteous refugees that will bless our land seeking this refuge.
Our “Founding Fathers and Mothers” recognized that our first citizens came to our shores
seeking religious freedom to worship God in their
own way. That is indeed historically the foundation
of our nation and when it came time to form that
nation, they recognized and documented that the
country was under “God’s Guidance” and that divine guidance was the basic right of each individual citizen to determine and practice their worship
under the dictates of one’s own conscience and
not the dictates of a government. How blessed
we are to have such a heritage. “God Bless America” and we thank God for our freedom and all
those men and women in uniform who voluntarily defend it.
Fred
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June Golf Report
After months of COVID-19
Stay-at-Home Restrictions, 21
MOAA Golfers and Friends resumed play at the Kaneohe Marine Corps Base Klipper Course
Curtis Lee, on Friday, June 26th. We resumed
Co-Chairman the Blind Draw and Closest to the
Pin competitions without the social gathering at the 19th Hole to
recognize winners The outright
Blind Draw winner was Lance
Okihara, by himself, at 148. Followed in Second Place at 150
with Myron Brumaghim and
Walter Kinoshita, Co- Owen Takenaka. In Third Place
Chairman were Bob Nagao and Gary
Hamada at 152. For Fourth
Place we had John Ma and Ira Tagawa at 153.
Note the close, competitive scores.
Hole Closest to the Pin
2nd Chance
#4 Charles Padilla
Dickson Ma
#6 Gary Hara
Russ Grocki
#11 Alika Watts
Gary Hara
#18 Walt Kinoshita
Dianne Hara
In July play resumes at the Barbers Point
Golf Course on Friday, July 24, with the first
tee time at 0900. Dust off your clubs and rejoin us with the opportunity to get some good
exercise, fresh air and more Vitamin D!
Recall the words of wisdom of Harvey
Penick who said, “Playing golf is a privilege,
not a sentence.” The Legend, Bobby Jones
commented, “Take pleasure not in the score,
but in the game.”
Aloha, Curt and Walt
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In Memoriam
Life Member Tom Toshihiko Kimura, 91,
LTC, USA, Retired, born in Waialua and a resident in Aiea, died at Maunalani Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center on 22 May.

Welcome To Our New Member
Cheryl A. Craft, CDR, USN. Ret.; Kapolei

Recruiting

is Everyone’s Responsibility
Your Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, is always
looking for new members—active duty and retired officers and surviving spouse members.
All are welcome and will enjoy the camaraderie
of our chapter. Make it your goal to recruit at
least two new members.
Cut out the Application for Membership on
page 7 and carry it with you to be readily available whenever an opportunity for recruiting arises.

Hau'oli lā hānau
Partial List of Known

July Babies

Expired Memberships not listed
Mark Brown
7/01
Mert Agena
7/02
Jack Bohman
7/02
Norberto Baysa 7/04
Kathleen Ebey
7/11
Daniel Donovan 7/12
Owen Macy
7/12
Bob Ackerson
7/17
Cheryl Craft
7/17
Richard Johns
7/17
Vernon Von
7/17
Francis Nakamoto 7/18

Shirley Curtis
Charles McCauley
Wallace Dung
Victor Gustafson
Taffy Wells
Toni Correia
Michele Hauser
Hon Ping Chee
Kay Kimura
Michael Lighthill
Becky Staedel

7/23
7/23
7/24
7/25
7/25
7/26
7/26
7/28
7/30
7/30
7/31

Trivia Answer
The MOST populated city is SHANGHAI
with 24,150,000 permanent inhabitants, give
or take a few thousand. And, the LEAST
populated city is VATICAN CITY with 842.

Best Wishes for many, many more Birthdays!
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Tech Tips
If you're worried about your
privacy...
Browse with Firefox. It's privacy controls are stronger than
any other big name browsers.
Or use DuckDuckGo which is
an alternative service you can
easily set as your default search
partner at duckduckgo.com.
If worried about being
tracked by your phone... turn
off Locator Services for all
apps except maps which needs
to know where you are. You
can do this in Settings, under
Privacy and Location.
Readers Digest

TRICARE Rebates
About 35,000 military retirees
will soon receive cash refunds

from Tricare, thanks to a policy
change made last year that affects
how Tricare calculates annual out
-of-pocket maximum payments.
The rebates impact retirees
with Tricare Prime who paid
more than $2,400 out of pocket
towards their annual maximum
payment in 2018 and 2019.
They do not impact Tricare
for Life or Tricare Retired Reserve users.
The annual maximum out-of
-pocket payment, or
"catastrophic cap," for any retiree family with a service member
who joined the military before
Jan. 1, 2018, is set at $3,000.
Those who joined before 2018
pay about $600 per year for plan
enrollment.
A set of sweeping Tricare reforms ordered in 2018 directed
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that the annual fee paid by retirees to use Tricare Prime no
longer counted toward the yearly out-of-pocket max. That
meant some families were faced
with an increase of about $600
in their yearly Tricare spending,
up to $3,600 for most retirees.
But that change was reversed
last summer, retroactive to 2018,
allowing the enrollment payment to count toward the cap
once again and reducing the
amount of money retirees might
pay out of pocket each year by
about $600 for most users.
With the new health information exchange program, patients and physicians should not
see any changes in their files as
a result of the new capability,
according to the VA.(Source: 17
Apr 2020 Military.com | By
Amy Bushatz)
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MOAA COVID-19 Relief
Some of you may already be aware of
the COVID-19 relief fund grants that
MOAA is offering to individuals. Briefly, qualifying individuals who have suffered from economic impact may apply
for a grant of up to $500 to assist with
household expenses. MOAA is asking
chapters to help identify active duty, veterans, and caregivers who may be eligible and in need, and to facilitate the processing of their applications by forwarding and collecting the applications, verifying service-connection (if possible)
and forwarding completed packages via
the president to MOAA. MOAA will
verify qualification and make the grant
decision.
Submitting chapters will have the opportunity to inform the applicant of the
decision if they desire,, but are not required to do so. Please note that this
program, and the level of involvement,
is completely voluntary for MOAA

chapters. Terri Coles, MOAA

Hawaii Aloha Chapter
Military Oﬃcers Associa,on
Of America
P.O. Box 201441
Honolulu HI 96820-1356

2018

2018 & 2019

2020 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors
(Term Expires Year Indicated)
Chairman Wesley Fong, USA (2020)
595-6127 & 220-5266
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Co-Chairman Calvin “Kelly” Lau,
USA (2022)
373-7938
laukelly@hotmail.com
Tamara Degrafenread, USA (2021)
334-237-1579
ivydegraf@gmail.com
Mike Fricano, USAF (2020)
386-8575
heyref13@gmail.com
John Kim, USAF (2020)
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
William Nations, USAF (2021)
637-6124
Bill06@hawai.rr.com
Fred Staedel, USAF (2021)
445-1454
fps@hawaii.rr.com
Ruth Stepulis, USA (2022)
395-1433
pnm@hawaii.rr.com
Mark Webster, USN (2022)
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com

Execu ve Commi2ee, Commi2ee Chairs & Ac vi es

Executive Committee, Committee
Chairs & Activities (Cont.)

President:
Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com
Vice President: Mike Fricano, USAF
386-8575 heyref13@gmail.com
Secretary:
Fred Staedel, USAF
445-1454 fps@hawaii.rr.com
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248
jayn28@gmail.com
Community Affairs: John Ma, USA
486-4805
John.ma08@yahoo.com
JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA
721-0401
Tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488
bobleehnl@msn.com
Membership: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com

Membership Deputy: Kathleen Ebey,
Surviving USN Spouse
488-0743
WeeTrees@hawaii.rr.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Mike Fricano, USAF
386-8575 heyref13@gmail.com
Publications: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: Vacant
Golf:
Curtis Lee, USA
389-8568 Curtislee34@gmail.com
&
Walt Kinoshita, USA
395-9570 Waltkinoshita@mac.com
Webmaster: Bob Ranaldo
203-758-1898 Bobranaldo@yahoo.com
Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
John Ma, USA
486-4805 John.ma08@yahoo.com

