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Updates
Veterans of Hawaii web site,
www.hivets.com

Who will get a COVID-19
vaccine first?
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has authorized
COVID-19 vaccines for distribution in accordance with an
authorized distribution plan.
They’ve worked with the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) and
other federal partners to develop a phased plan that will
help the VA do the most good
for the most people during
this time. Under this phased
plan they’ll first offer vaccines
to Veterans in long-term care
facilities and frontline VA
health care workers. Vaccinating the health care workers
first helps ensures continuous
care for Veterans.
These 2 groups have been
vaccinated. The VA is now
offering vaccines to more Veterans who are at high risk of
severe illness and death from
COVID-19. Your VA healthcare team will contact you if
you’re eligible to get a vaccine

2017 Chapter Ra ng
h p://www.moaa-hawaii.org
during this time.
They will follow CDC guidelines for determining who is
considered to be at high risk
of severe illness and death
from COVID-19. Factors that
may influence the risk of severe disease include the following:
•
Age. The risk of severe
illness or death from
COVID-19 increases with
age.
• Existing health problems. People with certain
health problems (like diabetes, heart disease, or
obesity) have a higher risk
of severe illness or death
from COVID-19.
• Other factors that raise a
person’s risk of severe illness or death from
COVID-19, such as living
in a nursing home or other
group living facility.
More questions answered at:
www.va.gov/covid-19vaccine/

Need to contact VA?
Don't know what
number to call?
800-214-1306
An agent will assist you

COVID-19

January, 2021

Scam

Alert

Now that the COVID-19 vaccine is becoming available,
scammers are calling, texting
and emailing Veterans with
promises of vaccine availability
and early access to vaccines.
These promises are lies. The
people sending these messages
are identity thieves. They are after your sensitive personal information, such as your Social Security Number, and your money.
How can you know if the
message you receive about a
vaccine is a real VA message
or a scam? Here are some tips
on how to how to avoid scams
Please See Scams Page 3
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA

President’s Message
By Mark Webster
A few articles in this month’s newsletter are devoted to our current pandemic. Not to minimize the seriousness of this worldwide health and financial crisis, the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918, the deadliest in history, infected and
estimated 500 million people worldwide—about
one-third of the planet’s population—and killed an
estimated 20 million to 50 million victims, including
some 675,000 Americans. At the time, there were
no effective drugs or vaccines to treat this killer flu
strain. Citizens were ordered to wear masks;
schools, theaters and businesses were shuttered and
bodies piled up in makeshift morgues before the
virus ended its deadly global march. Sound familiar?
The Spanish flu ran out of steam because so
many people had already been infected and had a
natural immunity. It disappeared when it could
find no more victims.
We can accomplish the same results in a few
months with the amazing vaccines developed at
Warp Speed; the more people that are vaccinated,
the sooner the virus will have nowhere to go and this
pandemic will be conquered in record time. Instead
of having millions survive the disease and acquire
antibodies for immunity, as was the case 102 years
ago, these vaccines will quickly eradicate COVID-19.
Thus, I encourage all members and spouses to get the
COVID-19 vaccine shot ASAP, if you’ve not done so
already, at the VA, if you qualify, or your local civilian
facility. I received my first Moderna vaccine shot on 29
December and will get the required second shot the
end of this month at Long’s Drugs. The vaccines are
widely available now and the shots are being given at
many locations as noted in the daily newspaper.
Because of the pandemic, we have been unable to
gather for any meeting or tour since last February. Our
chapter has many issues that need to be resolved as we
start a new year. We primarily need to approve and install two new trustees to the chapter’s Scholarship Fund
and three new directors to the Board of Directors.
Thankfully, the two trustees with expired terms, namely,

John Kim and John Ma, have agreed to extend for
another term, and directors Wesley Fong, Mike
Fricano and John Kim have accepted another term.
Another important matter is the approval of the
revised chapter bylaws by at least a two-thirds vote
of at least 15 members constituting a quorum in
accordance with the current bylaws.
A virtual meeting utilizing Zoom is scheduled for
1100, Thursday, 18 February. A link and instructions
will be sent to all of those that wish to attend (sorry,
no lunch). If you wish to attend, please advise Mark
Webster at Markster96816@gmail.com and the
link will be sent to you in early February.

The Trivia Question
Very historic place in the Hawaiian archipelago... famous back in 1903! Even earlier, in August, 1867, Captain Reynolds occupied & took
possession for the US; 1871 attempted to establish a coaling station, but failed. Then, in
1903, a cable company was there trying to lay
trans-Pacific cable - complained due to Japanese squatters. So, on 20 January 1903 President Theodore Roosevelt issued an Executive
Order placing these islands under US [Navy]
jurisdiction due to Japanese squatters. And this
happened in the Hawaiian archipelago about
120 years ago! I don't think it's Oahu... maybe
Kauai? what island are we talking about?
See Trivia Answer Page 6

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
18 Feb 2021
(Thursday)
2 April 2021
(Friday)

1100, Zoom Virtual Annual General Membership Meeting, must RSVP for Link
0900 Scholarship Committee Meeting,
venue to be determined

NOTICE
This newsletter, my 181st issue of Nā Leo O Nā
Koa, is an official publication of Hawaii Aloha
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Scams from Front Page
and how to tell the difference.
Here’s how VA will contact
you:
• VA is beginning contact
with Veterans to offer and
administer COVID-19 vaccinations. You can sign up
for vaccine updates by visiting https://www.va.gov/
h e a l t h - c a r e / c ov i d - 1 9 vaccine/stay-infor med.
This is a valid and reliable
source of information
about VA’s COVID-19 vaccine response.
• Plus, individual VA medical
facilities will soon start
contacting Veterans about
the vaccine. Outreach will
most likely come through
the VA.gov website, VEText, MyHealtheVet or VA
emails. VA may also reach
out to you via the US Postal Service through letters
and postcards. Or you may
get a phone call.
What VA will never do
• No matter how we contact
you,
VA
will never request money
or your full Social Security
Number through phone,
email, or text message.
• VA will never ask for your
full Social Security Number or personal health information through a vaccination request call.
• VA will never include hyper-

links in texts or emails that
will take you to unofficial
or non-secured web pages
that ask you to provide
personal information. Non
-secured sites look like this:
“http://.” Secured sites
look like this: “https://.”
• VA will never require payment in exchange for
providing the vaccine early
and will not require payment to become eligible
for the vaccine.
The information you provide
is up to you

If you do receive a phone call
from a VA medical center, you
may be asked to provide the last
four digits of your Social Security Number or your date of birth.
It is up to you if you choose to
provide that information.
To be safe, we recommend
that you politely hang up and
then call the medical center
back so that you can be sure
you are actually speaking with
a real Veteran health provider.
Use the number you have
saved in your contacts or
search for the facility contact
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information on their website.
Don’t just click that link
If you receive an email or text
that directs you to click a hyperlink to a website, don’t. You
have no way of knowing if it’s
actually the website it’s supposed to be. Instead, open your
browser, type in the address of
the site and visit it directly.
Scams to look out for:
• COVID-19 vaccine scams
come in many forms:
emails, website traps, texts
and phone calls. Here are
the top vaccine scams the
FBI warns about:
• Payment to be added to a
vaccine waitlist.
• Ads, websites, texts, phone
calls and emails offering
early access to the vaccine
for a fee.
• Emails or phone calls from
people claiming to work at
a medical center or insurance company offering the
vaccine but requiring personal medical details to
check eligibility.
• Messages, calls or emails
claiming that the government is requiring you to
get the vaccine.
• Ads on social media for
the vaccine.
Avoid all these types of outreach and do not engage with
the scammer at all.

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
The Honorable (name), U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C., 20510. Phone (202) 224-3121
The Honorable (name), U. S. House of Representatives, Washington, D. C., 20515 Phone (202) 225-3121
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E-mail Scams Hit Chapter Officers
As was mentioned in the December newsletter, be on the lookout for bogus e-mails supposedly from some members of our Hawaii
Aloha Chapter—and even the President and
CEO of the Military Officers Association of
America—that request you click a link to contact the “sender” or send a gift card.
Here are some examples of these e-mails:
Hello Mark
Are you available to assist? I am quite unavailable now and I've got credence in you to take care
of this. I would have called your phone but I presently do not have access to my mobile phone.
Military Oﬃcers Associa3on of America needs
some gi4 cards for dona3on to Veterans at Hospice and Pallia3ve care units for preven3ve items
from Corona Disease (COVID-19). I am liable for
reimbursement. Need more info?
Wesley Fong
Chairman
Military Oﬃcers Associa3on of America
www.moaa-hawaii.org

And
Are you available to assist? I am quite unavailable
now and I've got credence in you to take care of
this. I would have called your phone but I presently
do not have access to my mobile phone.
Military Oﬃcers Associa3on of America needs
some gi4 cards for dona3on to Veterans at Hospice
and Pallia3ve care units for preven3ve items from
Corona Disease (COVID-19). I am liable for reimbursement. Need more info?
Col Mark Torrean (Lt Gen Dana Atkins is the President)
President
Military Oﬃcers Associa3on of America

Because one member has a unique e-mail address on our Hawaii Aloha Chapter website
which he infrequently uses and some scam emails came from that e-mail address, we know
that the malevolent creature sending out these
bogus e-mails was roaming around our web site.
It is for this reason of our web site’s vulnerability that Wes Fong, Chairman of the Board of
Directors, and I have decided to again print the
updated Membership Directory instead of placing it on our web site. We hope this will be done
shortly after the revised bylaws are approved
at our virtual annual meeting on 18 February.

Vets’ Favorite VA Beneﬁt AAer Compensa on & Medical Care
That’s right! Veterans already in this program
rate its importance to them just behind compensation and medical care itself. This new and
truly phenomenal VA program is called Veteran
-Directed Care (VDC). Veterans’ organizations
worked with Congress and elder care experts to
create a special benefit design to serve vets of
all ages who want to live independently.
Why? Because VDC helps veterans who need
help from others to live at home. VDC helps
all vets living at home (and their families!) when
otherwise a veteran might be forced to make an
assisted living or nursing home decision.
VDC helps veterans get and pay for in-home
care if experiencing one or more “activities of
daily life” (ADL) problems. Often, when ADLs
are difficult, a veteran is faced with the need to
finally seek assisted living or even a nursing
home. Neither the VA nor the veteran want
that day to come any sooner than necessary.
Thus, Veteran Directed Care. The reason veterans and families in so many VA regions nationwide embrace VDC is the help it delivers
resolving a veteran’s difficulties of hygiene,
transportation, housecleaning, and yard work,
companionship, home health care and so many
other ADLs. Perhaps these needs are being met
by family members’ loving care (however difficult) or at family expense by hiring assistance
from care providers or commercial services.
To help continue living at home, VA will help
address these ADL issues at VA expense exactly as
directed by the veteran. Thus, the name VeteranDirected Care, because it is the veteran’s choices
that are considered as important needs are met.
For more information in Hawaii, check out VA Pacific Islands Health Care System at www.hawaii.va.gov
and/or the Executive Office on Aging (State
Agency) at https://health.hawaii.gov/eoa/.
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Surviving Spouses, etal
By Jayne Henley-Davis
ONLINE SHOPPERS, as
most of us have become, especially in 2020, are usually
appalled at the cost of shipping to Hawaii, if companies do it at all.
Many items are not able to be shipped to
Hawaii.
I found this article in a small magazine
which might be helpful. There are some
sites
that
save
on
shipping....FREESHIPPING.org checks all retailer sites and provides terms, conditions, and
codes for free-shipping offers. RETAILMENOT has coupons for thousands of
stores....you can search for specific ones,
browse by department, find codes for free
shipping and more. SLICK-DEALS is community driven and posts numerous deals and
coupons throughout the day. The browser
extension POPCART sends a popup notice
whenever a product you are looking at costs
less at a competitor's site. DEALSPLUS
has a wide list of supported stores and offers
email alerts so you do not miss newly issued
coupons. COUPONCABIN has a huge selection of promo codes and printable coupons for you to use online or at individual
stores. The HONEY browser extension
searches for all relevant codes for an item you
are buying and applies the one with the biggest savings. DEALNEWS has a selection
of product deals updated daily. CARDCAS H, CARDPOOL, and GIF TCARDGRANNY are exchange sites where
you can buy gift cards for less than face value.
Because of the heavy load during the Holidays, shipping has been slower, but just be
patient and items do eventually arrive.
Happy Shopping....stay safe and healthy.
Aloha for now,

Jayne
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Dr. Fred P. Staedel
Time to move ahead with no looking
back. The vaccine is here, the
knowledge of what we are fighting is
here, a new year is here, and the Divine Spirit, God is always here. We
have got this evil in control to be destroyed. And we
look forward for a “new day” by not looking back.
The evil of Sodom and Gomorrah was destroyed
but Lot’s wife just had to look back. And we all know
what happened to her. (See Genesis 19). She just had
to see the evil one more time. May I humbly suggest
that we not “look back” and not dwell or ruminate on
the evil but turn thought and prayer to our deliverance,
our “new day” that will bring healing and protection.
If looking back happens to be your thing, dear
reader, may I suggest that we remember and dwell
on the positive; how we all pulled together, how
our fellow “front-liners” served unselfishly, how
our fellow citizens, for the most part, followed the
safety rules, and how our government leaders
tried their best to make the right decisions fighting
an “unknown” enemy. Yes, there is still a “ways
to go,” but with our combined positivity and
prayerful attitudes our “new normal” will evolve
and become established and embraced.
And yes, the “new year” will bring a “new normal.”
But are we to be afraid to embrace the coming of a
new normal? No! Before the COVID 19 attack, our
normal was always evolving and becoming “new”
with one invention after another altering human behavior and social norms. And we all adjusted and
moved forward with each modification of what one
would call “normal.” If this premise can be accepted by the reader, then we can actually look forward
to the blessings waiting for us that was necessitated
by the advent of the COVID 19 challenge. Was the
Pandemic a blessing? No? Will the solving of its
challenges produce blessings? Yes!
So, look forward to the “new normal” and all its
blessings.
“And all these blessings shall come upon you and
overtake you, if you obey the voice of the
Lord God.” (Deuteronomy 28:2)
Fred
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Second State Veterans’ Home
Progress Report
Submitted by Ron Han, Director, State Office of
Veterans Services, to the Oahu Veterans’ Council 24
October 2020
A pre-application award grant completed and
accepted by the VA to meet the 1 August 2018
deadline. The consultant has been selected
and State Historical Preservation Office and
Environmental Assessment on the
site
(Kapolei) has been completed…the Villages
of Kapolei Association and Kapolei Neighborhood Boards were briefed on this special
project…Also, the Hawaii Housing Finance
and Development Corporation’s Board was
briefed by DAGS and HIENG with full support of this project…Final checklist requirements completed by 3 April 2019… VA award
letter received on 25 June 2019 for 44.7 million dollars (federal match)…Governor’s acceptance letter submitted…Second bid protest
is being addressed by DAGS and State Attorney General…State team working additional
State supplement resource requirement…in Governor’s Priority Budget request…#1 CIP Priority
for DOD…final supplemental State budget legislation has been approved…Award of contract to
Nan Inc.
Groundbreaking/Blessing of
property second quarter of 2020.

Hau'oli lā hānau
Par al List of Known

January Babies
Expired Memberships not listed
Leslie Bise
1/01
John Harms
1/01
David Kaahaaina 1/01
Lois McCartney 1/01
Mary Ellen Reed 1/01
Jayne Henley-Davis 1/03
Walter Ozawa
1/10
Lee Borenave
1/11

Hen Min Hiu
1/15
Charmaine Damon 1/20
Lance Okihara
1/23
Robert Walsh
1/25
John Peters
1/26
Richard McMahon 1/27
Jerome Hagen
1/28
Richard Settsu
1/28

Sick Bay
Bobbie Harms, First Lady 2005-2007 of Hawaii State Chapter President COL John
Harms, USMC, Ret., is ailing and receiving
excellent care from her caregiver—John.
LCDR J. Mark Webster, USN, Ret., sustained
two fractures of his left pelvis on 3 December
falling down 12 steps at home and returned
home on 31 December from Hale Nani Rehabilitation Hospital for further compassionate
care from his caregiver, his wife Helene.

Taps
Brig General Irwin Cockett, USA & National
Guard, Ret., 90, of Honolulu, passed away 5
November . He served in Korean and Vietnam Wars. After retirement, BG Cockett was
appointed to the Hawaii State Veterans Service. Funeral services to be determined later
due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Surviving Spouse Betty Lenhart passed away
at her home in Kailua on 11 December. Her
only daughter lives on the Mainland. Her son
predeceased her last year or so. There will be
no services or announcements.

In Memoriam 2020 — RIP
May — LTC Tom Kimura, USA, Ret., 91
Chaplain/COL Ron Bezanson, USA,
Ret., 83
June — CAPT Takeshi Yoshihara, USN, Ret., 89
July — “Cal” Smith, wife of Bruce Smith, 95
Aug — RADM C. Bruce Smith, USN, Ret., 96
Oct — Heilwig Nations, wife of Bill Nations
Nov — BG Irwin Cockett, USA & NG, Ret., 90
Dec — Surviving Spouse Betty Lenhart

Trivia Answer
Midway Atoll, 2.4 square miles, is an unorganized,
unincorporated territory of the United States
with 40 inhabitants last time it was checked.
Roughly equidistant between North America and
Asia, Midway is the only island in the Hawaiian
archipelago that is not part of the state of Hawaii!
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December Golf Report
Aloha and Happy New Year golfers!
We thought we could publish our
2021 golf schedule; unfortunately,
due to the pandemic, some of our
requests have not yet been approved.
Curtis Lee, We would, however, like to welCo-Chairman come Leslie Bise, who will kick off
the year as our new golf chairman.
We also wish to express our appreciation and thanks to all of you. We
enjoyed the camaraderie and had fun
playing golf. Thank you to the many
volunteers who year after year, participated in the Hawaii Army MuseWalter Ki- um Society golf tournament. Please
noshita, Co- continue to volunteer for this event.
Chairman
CoVid-19 created difficult situations
but, as a team, we were able to modify our outings
to meet the challenge. Time does fly when having
fun and our six years have passed very quickly.
Again, please welcome and extend your full support and cooperation to Les Bise who has graciously agreed to be your Golf Chairperson.
Please take care, stay healthy and CoVid-19 free,
and enjoy playing golf.
Mahalo and Aloha,
Walt and Curt

Exciting Opportunity
Yea, you, too, can be a publisher of our monthly
newsletter and Membership Directory. Free
training and software will be provided by the current publisher who has done this labor of love for
almost the last 15 years.
If you would like to tackle this challenge,
please contact Mark Webster at
Markster96816@gmail.com. Please call! Your
mentor is sitting by—but not holding his breath.

Recrui ng
is Everyone’s Responsibility
Your Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, is always looking for new members—active duty
and retired officers and surviving spouse
members. All are welcome and will enjoy the
camaraderie of our chapter. Make it your goal
to recruit at least two new members.
Cut out the Application for Membership
Form on this page and carry it with you to
be readily available whenever an opportunity

Hawaii Aloha Chapter
Military Oﬃcers Associa3on
Of America
P.O. Box 201441
Honolulu HI 96820-1356

2019

2018 & 2019

2020/2021 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Board of Directors
(Term Expires Year Indicated)
Chairman Wesley Fong, USA (2020)
595-6127 & 220-5266
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Co-Chairman Calvin “Kelly” Lau,
USA (2022)
373-7938
laukelly@hotmail.com
Tamara Degrafenread, USA (2021)
334-237-1579
ivydegraf@gmail.com
Mike Fricano, USAF (2020)
386-8575
heyref13@gmail.com
John Kim, USAF (2020)
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
William Nations, USAF (2021)
637-6124
Bill06@hawai.rr.com
Fred Staedel, USAF (2021)
445-1454
fps@hawaii.rr.com
Ruth Stepulis, USA (2022)
395-1433
pnrn@hawaii.rr.com
Mark Webster, USN (2022)
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com

Execu ve CommiGee, CommiGee Chairs & Ac vi es

Executive Committee, Committee
Chairs & Activities (Cont.)

President:
Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com
Vice President: Mike Fricano, USAF
386-8575 heyref13@gmail.com
Secretary:
Fred Staedel, USAF
445-1454 fps@hawaii.rr.com
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248
jayn28@gmail.com
Community Affairs: John Ma, USA
486-4805
John.ma08@yahoo.com
JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA
721-0401
Tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488
bobleehnl@msn.com
Membership: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com

Membership Deputy: Kathleen Ebey,
Surviving USN Spouse
488-0743
WeeTrees@hawaii.rr.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Mike Fricano, USAF
386-8575 heyref13@gmail.com
Publications: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: Vacant
Golf:
Curtis Lee, USA
389-8568 Curtislee34@gmail.com
&
Walt Kinoshita, USA
395-9570 Waltkinoshita@mac.com
Webmaster: Bob Ranaldo
203-758-1898 Bobranaldo@yahoo.com
Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
John Ma, USA
486-4805 John.ma08@yahoo.com

