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January Luncheon

Have you started preparing for
the upcoming tax season and
wonder why you pay so much
in tax and where that money
goes? Then be sure to join us
at our January luncheon on
the 19th at 1100 at the Oahu
Veterans Center, where our
speaker will be Tom Yamachika, president of the Tax
Foundation of Hawaii. Tom
will speak to us on the upcoming legislative session that
opens the next day and what
we can expect on the
tax front, as
well as a
more general
overview of Hawaii’s
tax
system.
And he will
answer your
q u e s t i o n s,
such
as
“What is a GET?”
According to its website
(www.tfhawaii.org): “The Tax
Foundation of Hawaii is your
eye on state taxes. We educate
and encourage the efficient and
effective use of public funds
(our tax dollars) to operate government and deliver public ser-

http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
vices. To do that, we conduct
extensive research and analysis
of city, county, and state finance,
budgets, and tax systems, and
we track changes in tax law and
how taxpayer dollars are used.
Our work is published and distributed as widely as possible
and free of charge. A wellinformed public (and this includes lawmakers) that understands the impact of our tax system can more effectively participate in pressing for greater government efficiency and accountability. That way, we know our
tax dollars are well spent.”
Tom Yamachika is the Interim
President of the Tax Foundation
of Hawaii, a private, nonprofit,
non-partisan, non-political, 501
(c)(3) organization dedicated to
informing the taxpaying public
about the finances of our state
and local governments in Hawaii. This means the Foundation
looks at how government raises
the money it spends, be it taxes,
user fees, or borrowing money
through the use of debt. While
most of the Foundation’s attention is focused on state government, it also keeps a watchful
eye on county governments as
they annually set real property
tax rates in order to fund their
respective budgets.
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Tom received his Juris Doctor
degree from the University of
California at Berkeley, where he
was a Note and Comment Editor of the California Law Review. He received his bachelor's
degree in Engineering and Applied Science from Yale College,
where he was elected to Tau
Beta Pi and Phi Beta Kappa, and
graduated magna cum laude.
Not only will Tom help you
save money on your taxes, your
chapter will strive to save your
money spent for lunch. Our catered lunch consisting of meat
jun with meat jun sauce, boneless
BBQ teriyaki chicken, breaded
fish with tartar sauce, rice, tossed
green salad with French dressing,
and macaroni salad will cost only
$12 per person! See page 7.
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter
Chairman’s Message
By George Sullivan
Aloha,
We finally accomplished the
merger of the Aloha and Hawaii State Chapters,
MOAA, on Oahu in 2015, thanks to the leadership of our President, John Ma, and the commitment of his committee chairs, to initiate and
bring that overdue task to a smooth and successful conclusion. As Chairman of the Board, it
has been a pleasure to work with everyone.
Going forward in 2016 I would like to see a
concentration on membership.. We need to have
a viable recruiting program to offset the annual
attrition of our membership. Some, surprisingly,
move to the Mainland and, sadly, some die. I will
be asking John to make membership one of the
Executive Committee’s priorities in 2016.
A couple of suggestions of how my fellow chapter members can help me in this effort to recruit
more members are to cut out the Application for
Membership Form on page 7 of this newsletter and
keep it in your wallet to give to a likely, eligible prospect and, secondly, to invite an active duty or retired
officer to one of our luncheons or another function.
Our first luncheon
of this year will be a
catered affair and a
change of the usual
venue. It will be a
very economical meal
at the Oahu Veterans
Center in Foster Village with an interesting, educational and
George & Roberta Sul- timely speaker from
livan presenting the chapter’s the Tax Foundation
wreath, USS ARIZONA of Hawaii.
This
Memorial on December 7th. would be an ideal
introduction to our chapter for a guest.
I wish everyone a Happy, Prosperous and
Healthy 2016.
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Our Marathoners Survived!
Congratulations to two of our chapter members—former chapter presidents Lou Crompton
and Mark Torreano—who finished the grueling
26.2-mile marathon on Sunday, 13 December,
while most of us were still in bed. Great job men!
They invite any additional chapter men &
women to join the free marathon-training clinic
in March. Put this feat on your Bucket List
and lace up the shoes on your feet.
Note the record times for
Lou, left,
and Mark!
(Posed pictures taken
at Marathon
Expo 12/11)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
5 Jan 2016
(Tuesday)

0900, EXCOM Meeting, Mulligan’s, Hale
Ikena, Ft. Shafter. President Ma presiding

17 Jan 2016 1300, Hawaii Aloha Party Bridge, Fahrni Realty
(Sunday)
Classroom. Hosts: Dayle & Bobbi Carlson
19 Jan 2016 1100, Catered Luncheon, Oahu Veterans
(Tuesday) Center, Foster Village, Honolulu 96818
27 Jan 2016 0900, Golf Outing, Navy/Marine Golf Course,
(Wednesday)943 Valkenburgh Street, Honolulu 96818
6 Feb 2016
(Saturday)

1000, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer
Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center

TAPS
LTC Arthur T. Yamamoto, USA, Retired, 81,
27 December 2015; See Obituary Page 4.
BINNACLE LIST
None known; everyone healthy…hopefully.

NOTICE
st

This newsletter, my 121 issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is
promulgated monthly as an official publication of Hawaii Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of
America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA,
Christmas Party
It was a dark and stormy night with strong
winds when 66 members and guests gathered
at the Sunset Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith, for the
First Annual Hawaii Aloha Chapter Christmas
Party on 19 December.
After an hour of socializing with a no-host
bar and hot and cold pupu on the lanai overlooking Pearl Harbor during a spectacular sunset, our Master of Ceremonies, Ralph Hiatt,
welcomed everyone.
Active duty chapter member Major Sean Patton, USMC, accepted a large pile of new, unwrapped toys donated by the attendees for the
Marines’ annual Toys for Tots campaign.
Then, after toasts to our country, to the office
of our commander-in-chief, to the U.S. Army,
the USMC, USN, USCG, USAF, and to the ladies, the highlight of the evening (excluding
the meal, of course) was the presentation of
the annual Doleman Award by our Chairman
of the Board, George Sullivan, to Larry
Enomoto. The Doleman Award is presented
to the military retiree who has made significant
and sustained volunteer contributions to the
community since retirement.
Larry was certainly deserving
of the award. He
is a caring mentor
of veterans who
have had the misfortune of starting a life of crime
and being arrested and, luckily,
a p pe a ri n g
in
Judge Ed Kubo’s
Veterans’ Court
where they are
given a second
Larry Enomoto, left, receiv- chance.
Larry
ing the annual Doleman Award guides the veteran
from George Sullivan
assigned to him
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onto the right path for a rehabilitated life. This certainly must be a very rewarding and emotional satisfaction for Larry since it is
a life-altering event for the
veteran.
Hopefully, they
are forever grateful to Larry.
Larry Enomoto, He is also very active in the
graciously and grate- VFW and is serving his secfully accepting Dole- ond term as President of the
MIS (Military Intelligence
man Award
Service) Veterans Club.
After a delicious buffet dinner featuring
salmon in a creamy dill sauce and prime rib
and cake and apple pie, we were entertained by
the Abrigo Ohana, a Hawaiian music band of
talented young siblings. They played a mix of
Hawaiian and Christmas tunes.

Emily Abrigo, almost 18, performed a beautiful hula
for us to the music provided by her mother, left to right,
and brothers Quinn and Timi
At the conclusion of the evening, Rose Baysa
and Joe Kuroda much too briefly led the
group in singing a few Christmas carols.

The Trivia Question
Only thing to do with all this winter rainy weather
is stay indoors and read a book. So, what is anthropologist Margaret Meade's most famous book?
See Answer Page 4
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Rev. Robert E. Walden
The old year has gone, the new
year has begun! Out with the
old and in with the new! If it
was only that simple. The old
year has gone, but the memories and actions
will continue to be with for some time to
come. Some will go away quickly but others
will stay around for some time. And, of
course, the new year will bring lots of new
things into our lives, some good and some bad.
But we always look hopefully that the new year
will bring many more good things rather than
bad things.
This concept we have of hope is very important not only in our lives but the lives of those
around us. So, as the new year begins, we
need to look at the things we are truly hopeful
for. In the 13th chapter of Corinthians, St.
Paul talks about the three most important
things for us: faith, hope and love. Our very
society is built on these three things so they
are very crucial not only to us but our whole
country.
Our faith is very important because it drives
what we believe not only about us, but also
about the society in which we live. As Christians, we believe in the power of love and forgiveness. That is what the ministry of Jesus
was all about. He even taught us to love and
care about those who may hate us. He did
not proclaim that we should take vengeance
on our enemies. Instead He taught that we
are to love them into His Kingdom. And that
is what we have attempted to do with our culture.
Hope is also very important because it determines how we see the not only our future, but
also the future of the world. We continually
hope for peace and justice to be the great goals
we want to achieve. Just as God wants what is
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best for us, so we continually hope for the best
for our world. Without hope we are all lost because there is nothing to strive for.
And lastly, love is important because it is
what we want to be the overriding concept of
all that we do. Love also includes forgiveness
and these two things are at the very root of
what Jesus taught. Just as God loves and forgives us, so we are to love and forgive those
around us. We are to open our hearts not only
to other Christians but also to those who are
not Christians. The primary purpose of the
Church is to bring others into God’s Kingdom. We do that by showing them the love
and forgiveness of God. Paul goes on to add
that love is the most important of all and I
firmly believe that.
Have a wonderful New Year filed with
faith, hope and love.

In Memoriam
Arthur Tomozo Yamamoto, 81, LTC, USA, Retired, and a retired partner in
the accounting firm of Ernst
& Young, died at his home
in the Salt Lake area of
Honolulu on Sunday, 27 December 2015. Art was a Life Member of the
Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, and for several
years the Treasurer of the Aloha Chapter.
He is survived by two sons, Michael and
David, and two daughters, Kathy Ohtani and
Liane Leong, eight grandchildren and a greatgrandchild.
Visitation will be at 0900, Saturday, 9 January, at St. Philomena Church, Ala Laulani
Street; service at 1030. Private inurnment.

Trivia Answer
"Coming Of Age In Samoa"... of course
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter
Party Bridge
The first party
bridge session of
bridge-year 2016
was held on Sunday, 13 December, at the seaShirley Ihara sonally decorated
residence of Program Coordinator Shirley and husband Les.
As usual, it was a luncheon affair, but soon after all 16 players
arrived, they were first treated
to various pupu and refreshments, then a light buffet lunch.
Before
play began,
Program
Coordinator
Shirley
Ihara,
in
red at left,
presented
the
2015
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Player of the Year Trophy to
Judy Lutsy who outscored
Bobbi Carlson by only half a
point: 51.0 points to Bobbi’s
50.5 points!
Despite all of the above activities, play began a little before 1
pm. After 5 rounds of bridge,
finishing with the highest score
was Dayle Carlson with 5,289
points. He was followed by
Judy Lutsy with 4,210 points,
Trudi Ernst with 4,150 points,
Shirley Ihara with 3,680 points,
Bobbi Carlson with 3,390
points and guest Chuck Naylor with 3,240 points. Other
lesser scorers were: Mitzi Austin, Bill Ernst, Les Ihara, Dan
Matthews, Joan White, Jean
Wilkinson, and guests Rosemary Naylor, Tamae Shiraishi, Hazel Theodore, and
Herb Yuen. There were no
slams bid and made again.

December Golf Report
A smaller than normal, but
dedicated, group of golfers
gathered at the Navy Marine
Golf Course on Friday, 18 December to enjoy a round of golf
and good fun. We experienced
stronger winds and more freCurtis Lee quent rain showers than I ever
remember in the past decade.
With a few exceptions, the net scores were
very close. Bob Lee was clearly the closest to
the pin Champion, winning on 3 of the 4-par 3
holes with his accurate shots! The blind pairings placed Janice Kinoshita and Ken
Munechika in First Place, followed by Bob
Lee and Ira Tagawa in Second Place. Mert
Agena and Norman Saito came in Third.
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December Champions
Seated left to right are Judy
Lutsy, Chuck Naylor, &
Shirley Ihara.
Standing are Mitzi Austin,
Bobbi Carlson & Dayle
Carlson.
The next bridge session will be
held on Sunday, 17 January, at
the Fahrni Realty Classroom,
beginning at 1 pm. Hosting that
session are Dayle and Bobbi
Carlson, so if interested players
have not signed up, they need to
call them at 466-2903 or email
to: carlson001@hawaii.rr.com
not later than Wednesday 13
January.
Shirley

How about starting off the New Year of
MOAA Golf by joining us again at the
Navy Marine Golf Course on Wednesday,
27 January? We look forward to your participation!
A Golf thought for your consideration: “The
only time my prayers are never answered is
playing golf.” Billy Graham. Finally, a truism:
No matter how bad you are playing, it is always
possible to play worse!
Best Wishes for a Healthy and Happy
2016. Aloha!
Curt

Add these Websites to your “Favorites”

http://www.moaa.org
http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii User Group)
by Lou Torraca
http://www.the-tug.org

Happy New Year! For “techies” January is an exciting month
since The Consumer Electronics Show (CES) opens on the 6th
and runs through the 9th. Thousands of products are introduced there; many hoping to catch the eye of those who have
the resources to fund development of their new product. Since
there are so many things to look at, I have focused on the CES
Innovation Awards winners. The CES Innovation Awards is an
annual competition honoring outstanding design and engineering in consumer technology products. The Best of Innovation
Award will be awarded to the highest-rated product in each category, as long as that product surpasses a previously-determined
minimum score. There are more than 2 dozen categories, so
here are the winners in 6 of the categories for your first look:
Accessible Technologies: ILY The Family Phone
http://www.insensi.com The landline phone is slowly disappearing, but the need for a family oriented communication
device has become more relevant than ever with families
spread apart. ILY is the Family Phone, built for young children and grand-parents, connecting everyone in the family.
Computer Peripherals: Epson WorkForce ET-4550
EcoTank All-in-One Printer http://www.epson.com/
The Epson WorkForce ET-4550 EcoTank all-in-one represents a new category of printers, featuring large ink reservoirs
that hold up to two years of ink. Offering convenience and
value, the ET-4550 can print up to 11,000 black/8,500 color
pages – the equivalent to about 50 ink cartridge sets.
Home Appliances: Cyclonic Wave Microwave with
Inver ter Technolog y NN -SE785S http://
shop.panasonic.com/ Nothing compares with the defrosting, cooking and reheating capability of the new Cyclonic Wave with Inverter Technology.
Portable Power: 3-in-1 signal amp, battery and protective
smartphone case http://mjoose.com/ The very affordable mJoose 3-in-1 Case includes 1) CTIA-tested 100x cell
signal amplifying technology 2) extended battery and 3) an
attractively designed 3.9 ounce protective case for better
connection, battery extension and smartphone protection.
Smart Home: Blink Home Monitoring System http://
immediasemi.com/ Blink is the one-of-a-kind, battery-powered, ultraaffordable home monitoring system that’s simple to set up and use.
Fitness, Sports and Biotech:: Catalyst Apple Watch Case http://
www.catalystlifestyle.com/ The first of its kind, Catalyst presents a
fully functional waterproof case for Apple watch. Aloha, Pooky & Lou
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Hau'oli lā hānau!
Partial List of

January Babies
Leslie Bise
John Harms
David Kaahaaina
Lois McCartney
Mary Reed
John Figuerves
Vincent Mazza
Paul Sugimoto
Thurston Yoshina
Al Streck
Harold Kato
Thomas Ferguson
Robert Kinoshita
Richard Chanslor
Walter Ozawa
Lee Bordenave
Robert Walden
Dell Epperson
Frank Melleno
Hen Min Hiu
Richard Denison
Mary Cho
Lois Copman
Prabhasri Gaines
August Nascimento
Thomas Salmon
Charmaine Damon
Matt DiGeronimo
Malcolm Koga
Sam Heard
William Paty
Albert “Putt” Richards
Robert Walsh
John Peters
Richard McMahon
Jerome Hagen
Richard Settsu
Leonard Katarsky
Alden Alvery
Lloyd Vasey

1/01
1/01
1/01
1/01
1/01
1/02
1/04
1/04
1/04
1/05
1/06
1/07
1/07
1/08
1/10
1/11
1/11
1/12
1/13
1/15
1/16
1/17
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/20
1/20
1/21
1/22
1/22
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/28
1/29
1/30
1/31

Best Wishes for many, many
more Birthdays!
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Tips from your Personal
Affairs Committee
Doing crossword puzzles and listening
to classical music aren't going to make you
smarter, but these 3 proven strategies will
help keep your brain at peak performance.
1. Blood flow. A 2014 study by Univ. of
British Columbia showed women who
walked briskly for 1 hour twice weekly for
6 months increased brain volume in the
areas that control thinking and memory.
2. Eat greens. Teams of researchers
with Nurses Health Study tracked almost
14,000 women for decades and discovered the more leafy veggies they ate the
better they performed on learning and
memory tests. A long-term study of 60
nuns in MN identified folic acid as a key
factor in delaying onset of dementia.
3. Social interactions. A 2004 study by
Johns Hopkins Univ found more social
interaction was associated with less cognitive decline for people age 50 and older.
[Source-Popular Science Nov 2015]
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2016 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors

Effective 1 May 2015
George Sullivan, USN — Chairman
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Tamara Degraffenread, USA
334-237-1579
ivydegraf@gmail.com
Lawrence Enomoto, USAF
685-1521
lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com
Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
John Kim, USAF
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
John Ma, USA
486-4805
john.ma08@yahoo.com
Ira Tagawa, USA
487-5448
itagawa@yahoo.com
Mark Torreano, USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

Executive Committee, Com- Executive Committee, Committee Chairs & Activities (Cont.)
mittee Chairs & Activities
President:
John Ma, USA
486-4805 john.ma08@yahoo.com
Vice Presidents: Mark Torreano, USAF
343-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
&
Stephen Tom, USA
595-2570 stephentom2000@aol.com
&
Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935 hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Secretary:
Ira Tagawa, USA
487-5448 itagawa@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349 jssk3155@gmail.com
Auxiliary Liaison: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248 jayn28@gmail.com
Chaplain:
Bob Walden, USAF
348-4868 walden33@hotmail.com
Community Affairs: Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
JROTC/ROTC: Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935 hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488 bobleehnl@msn.com
&
Tom Smyth, USMC
531-2829 tjsmyth6@aol.com

Membership:
Lawrence Enomoto,
USAF
685-1521
lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Stephen Tom, USA
595-2570 stephentom2000@aol.com
Publications/PR: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: George Sullivan, USN
623-2243 alohasully@earthlink.net
Bridge:
Shirley Ihara
239-7947 lsi@hawaii.rr.com
Fundraising:
Herb Nakagawa, USAF
271-1172 shibikoherb@yahoo.com
Golf:
Walt Kinoshita, USA,
395-9570 waltkinoshita@mac.com
&
Curtis Lee, USA
389-8568 leecd001@hawaii.rr.com
TUG:
Lou Torraca, USAF
254-3286 af06hi@gmail.com
Webmaster:
Bob Ranaldo
203-510-6279 bobranaldo@yahoo.com

Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
389-8568

Curtis Lee, USA,
leecd001@hawaii.rr.com

