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A Happy, Healthy and “Unified” New Year
US Marine Rotational Force – Darwin

US Air Force - Japan

In November 2011 Prime Minister Gillard and President Obama announced the deployment of a Marine Air Ground Task Force to Darwin,
commencing with a first rotation of 200 Marines in April 2012. A second rotation of 250 was deployed in April 2013. In April 2014 a third
contingent of around 1,150 Marines scheduled to be deployed, and a full
contingent of 2,500 Marines is scheduled to be deployed by 2016-17.

5th Air Force, with headquarters at Yokota Air Base, Japan, is the U.S. Air
Force's oldest continuously serving
Numbered Air Force. The organization
has provided 73 years of continuous air
power to the Pacific since its establishment in September 1941.

2014: The battalion-sized 2014 rotation deployed from 28 March is
made up of a Ground Combat Element from Battalion Landing Team,
1st Battalion, 5th Marines, a Logistics Element from COB 3, Hawaii,
and an Air Combat Element (ACE), consisting of approximately 100
personnel, four CH-53E Super Stallion helicopters from Marine Heavy
Helicopter Squadron 463 (HMH-463), Hawaii, and Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 24 (MALS-24). The 2014 rotation commanded by Lt.
Col. Keven Matthews, working with Commodore Brenton Smyth RAN,
commander of Headquarters Northern Command and senior Australian
officer in the Northern Territory.
The Marines are mainly stationed at Robertson Barracks in Darwin, with
aviation elements at RAAF Base Darwin. Most Marine contingents and
their equipment enter through the port of Darwin. Officially designated
as “US Marine Rotational Force – Darwin” (MRTF-D) is regarded as a
“permanent rotation” by the US government, with rotations coinciding
with the end and onset of the wet season. Major exercises with Australian Defence Force units take place at Bradshaw Field Training Area and Mount Bundey Training Area, as well as at Shoalwater Bay in the
annual Talisman Sabre exercises. In August-September 2013 Darwinbased Marines were joined by the Okinawa-based 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit for Exercise Coolendong, which took place at Bradshaw
Field Training Area and Mount Bundey Training Area.

Coming Events January
3 Jan (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
5 Jan (Mon), Unification Mtg
Mulligan’s Restaurant, Hale Ikena
12 Jan (Mon) PAC Meeting 1100 Seven Palms Grille
No Social Event this month
January EXCOM Mtg to be announced

5th Air Force's impressive warfighting
history led to its nickname as the
Fighting Fifth, but its enduring presence
today is intended to deter aggression
and
maintain
regional
stability.
The 15,000 Airmen and Air Force civilians assigned to 5th Air Force and its
three main bases partner with Joint services and counterparts from the Japan
Self-Defense Forces to defend Japan,
respond to regional contingencies, and
enhance the half-century-old U.S.-Japan
Security Alliance.
Together, 5th Air Force and its Japanese
allies are maintaining a clear and visible
presence and ensuring a stable and secure environment in the Asia-Pacific
region.

Coming Events February
7 Feb (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC
February Social Event to be announced
February EXCOM Mtg to be announced
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President’s Message
Colonel Mark Torreano ,USAF (Ret)
Aloha Kakou,
Here we are in 2015 so we must have celebrated New Years eve--but my memory of the
specifics is vague. Oh, now I remember, we went to bed early!! No matter, the year ahead will be
a bright one as we embark on a new "chapter" of Hawaii MOAA activities with our unified Hawaii
Aloha Chapter.
Our Christmas Dinner on 4 December at Camp Smith's Sunset Lanai was a perfect prelude to our unification, as
more than 90 Aloha and Hawaii State Chapter members, spouses and guests enjoyed great views, convivial conversation,
scrumptious food and merry holiday music. Thanks to all who participated and I hope many more of you will come out to this
year's many events to meet new friends and rekindle old friendships.
Since Mimi and I spent the holidays with family in Las Vegas, we decided to attend the Southern Nevada Chapter's
Christmas Dinner on 18 December. We had a great time and were recognized by President Charlie Miyashiro, a Maui boy,
whose wife Uli presented us with lei! Charlie even hired a band made up of Hawaii guys so we felt right at home with the Las
Vegas Chapter. Aloha to all.
Unification also opens up more opportunities to contribute as a volunteer in supporting programs, membership recruiting, Auxiliary activities and of course our donations to JROTC and community activities. I hope you will give me a call to
discuss when you can fit in.
As you plan your travel and activities in the year ahead, here is some helpful advice: Don't spend that 1% retired pay
increase all at once!
May 2015 be a wonderful year for you and your loved ones, and let's continue to keep our deployed military women
and men in our prayers as our nation faces growing and more deadly challenges around the globe.

Cheers, Mark

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
LtCol Tom Smyth USMC (Ret.)
National Issues: Congress in its mid-summer closing did manage to pass the important and needed Defense Appropriation bills for 2015 and some years beyond, DOD and Homeland Security can continue to
function. Congress did not support the major Army and Marine Corps end-strength cuts that DOD had proposed. They did give active duty personnel a 1% pay raise and made smaller cuts to the Housing Allowance and Commissary funding than DOD had asked for. Ironically, the Housing Allowance is actually going
up in many areas due to overall inflation. There was also a small increase in Tricare Pharmacy costs, again
less than DOD had requested.
Until the recently elected Congress convenes shortly, it is not obvious what will happen as the Republicans take control of
both Houses with a Democrat in the White House with veto opportunities. We also do not yet know who will chair the several
military-related committees, especial in the Senate. I do not expect any significant legislation to move in the next six months.

Hawaii Legislative Issues: There have been some significant changes in the House Military Committee (Veterans, Military
& International Affairs). This committee has been chaired by Rep. Mark Takai, an Army National Guard soldier who had deployed to combat. He was elected to the U.S House where he joins Rep Tulsi Gabbard, another Army National Guard veteran with recent combat experience. Takai's departure put the committee in the hands of Rep. Romy Cachola, who I believe
does not have any direct military experience but was previously a member of the same committee. The Vice Chair remains
Rep. Ken Ito, an Air force veteran. Reps. Brower, Choy, Ohno, Onishi and Tsuji and two, as yet unnamed Republicans remain on the committee and are joined by Reps. Kawakami, Kong Tokioka and Woodson as new members of this important
committee. This committee led by Rep. Takai and his staff had prepared the biennial Military Appreciation bill package. We
closely followed the 20 or so bills that were in that set during each session. It is not clear what will be done in 2015 to replace
that effort.
On the Senate side, the Public Safety, Intergovernmental and Military Affairs Committee continues to be chaired by Sen. Will
Espero with Sen. Rosalyn Baker as continuing Vice-Chair. Sens. Brickwood Gluteria and Sam Slom remain on the committee and are joined by Sen. Gilbert Keith-Agaran.
It is not obvious what new military-related bills will be introduced in the 2015 session, but several that did not pass previously,
such as the waiver of the auto registration fee for totally disabled vets will likely be back again.
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Executive Committee

No Event this month

Elected Officers

February
Featuring
MG Gary Hara, the USARPAC Deputy CG ( NG)
Time and Venue TBD

President
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

Remainder of the Year
Events will include visits to a TV station, C-17 flight
simulator and the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command at Hickam among others.

1st Vice President
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
2nd Vice President

Chair Programs

VACANT
Chair Membership
(acting)
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
Public Affairs

VACANT

VACANT

ROTC Scholarships
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com

Bill Settle in Straub, no visitors temporarily.

Treasurer (acting)
Col Mark Torreano USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

Community Services
Kathy Delong
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com

Unification

Appointed Officers

Current status of merging Chapters is a work in progress. Several E-mail have been exchanged addressing
technical details that will have to be worked out, i.e.,
IRS status including the Aloha Chapters Scholarship
Fund, By-Laws rewritten, data bases merged, etc.

Accountant
LTC Richard DeLong USA
486-0439
rasbma@yahoo.com

Editor Hui O Na Koa
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net

TAPS
Lt Col Frances M "Sam" McClurkin, (RN) USAF (Ret.),
age 88, died December 10, 2014
Binnacle List

The Unification Committee will be co-chaired by
George Sullivan, Hawaii State Chapter and Mark Webster, Aloha Chapter and will meet at 1000, Jan 5 at Hale
Ikena.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chairman Emeritus:
RADM C. Bruce Smith, USN (Ret)
Chairman, CAPT George Sullivan, USN (Ret) 2013-2015
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt, USA (Ret), 2013-2015
Helen Peil Baker, 2013-2015
LtCol Tom Smyth, USMC (Ret) 2013-2015
Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret) 2014-2016
LTC Matt McCarville USA (Ret), 2014-2016
CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret), 2014-2016
Col Mark Torreano, USAF (Ret) President
LTC Darrell Large, USA (Ret) Past President

VACANT
Secretary

Auxiliary Liaison
Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248
jayn28@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs
CAPT George Sullivan USN
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Legislative Affairs
LtCol Tom Smyth USMC
531-2829
tjsmyth6@aol.com

Chair Personal Affairs
Lt Col Lou Crompton USAF
526-3022
lcrompton@juno.com
Chaplain
Capt Bob Walden, USAF
348-4868
walden33@hotmail.com

Webmaster
Bob Ranaldo
946-0185
bobranaldo@yahoo.com
Database Manager
Maj George Montague USAF
239-4222
montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com
TUG
Col Lou Torraca USAF
254-3286
af06hi@gmail.com
Sergeant –at– Arms

VACANT
Directory Editor
LT Jim Fromm USCG
677-7469
jffromm@hawaii.rr.com
Directory Business Manager

VACANT

The Trivia Question
Volume 30, No. 1 Hui O Na Koa
Published monthly by: Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA
PO Box 31282 Honolulu, Hawaii 96820
Subscription included in annual chapter dues.
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
Hawaii State Chapter policy.

On January 8, 1964, President Johnson spoke of a crucial struggle and of war... what struggle, what war?
(See answer on Page 5.)
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Auxiliary Corner
by Jayne Henley-Davis

Dear Na Wahine Koa,
According to Dietician Ellie Krieger, we are heading toward a wider array of Super Foods for
2015, other than Kale and Quinoa. She predicts that we will go back to foods produced in our Grandparents' era. She states, "Move over Quinoa, Farro is going to be huge". Farro is a nutty, nutritious, ancient
grain related to wheat. It will be showing up more on restaurant menus. Instead of Goji berries from Asia, dried cherries
from the U.S. will be the home grown super fruit. Dried cherries have been overlooked, but they're just as nutritious and
even more delicious. Dried cranberries are in the same camp.
Make way Kale, Brussels Sprouts will be common to one's table. They're being used in more modern and fresh
ways by chefs nationally. You can even roast the leaves separately, so that they're crisp, like Kale chips.
Ms. Krieger predicts that we will not be throwing away any part of the vegetables, but will be eating the whole plant, including stems, leaves, and roots. For example, we'll learn to sauté' beet greens, and chard stems, and add celery leaves to
salads.
In addition to hummus spread, everyone will be embracing avocado spread. It's showing up on lots of menus,
spread on bread instead of butter, with sweet and savory toppings. People will be looking for more sources of healthy fats.
The Mediterranean diet has been known to be good for the heart, along with exercise, and is being tested to see if it
can help prevent or postpone Alzheimer's. Walking can help keep the brain healthy, for research shows that walking enhances blood supply in your memory centers.
With all of this in mind, enjoy the Holidays and after the first of the year let's plan to work on a healthier diet.
With much Aloha, I wish everyone a Healthy, Happy, New Year.

Jayne

The Chaplain’s Corner
by Rev. Robert E. Walden, Chaplain

Wow! Here we are again at
another New Year! Where did the
last year go? Seems like it was just
getting started and it is already gone.
In some ways it is good to have it
gone and past and to be able to look forward to new things
in this new year. But there are also things which happened
the last year which we are sad to lose. Primarily good
friends. Most all of us have had close friends leave us during the last year and we can expect more in the coming
year. But we can also look forward to meeting new friends
during the coming year. So it is with very mixed feelings
that most of us go into this new year. We always do it with
such hopes for a wonderful year filled with new happenings which we hope and pray will make it an even better
year than the year that is just past.
One of the things which most of us would desire in
the new year is a greater sense of peace in the world. This
past year has been filled with lots of violence and destruction. One of the great things which most people were looking for at the turn of the millennium was for a more peaceful time. It definitely has not happened and it appears that
things may have even gotten less peaceful. I suspect that it
may be because most people have a wrong sense of the
True meaning of Peace. Most people are searching for a

sense of peace in their lives and too many seem to believe
that peace can only come through violence. Peace can never come from violence. Violence only begets more violence. Peace does not mean the absence of violence and
war. The True meaning goes far beyond that. Peace comes
from knowing that you are loved and that you will be
loved, no matter what you have done, or not done. That
love is hard for many people to accept and so they fight it
off by trying to make others feel as unloved as they feel.
When you are truly loved and know that you are loved
there is nothing to fear. Love conquers fear.
For me, God is all about love. Jesus came to show us
that God does truly love us and wants what is best for us,
regardless of what we have done in the past because he
forgives us as well. Love means that you do forgive and
move on to more caring and understanding. To love we
must move outside ourselves and into the lives of others.
How we do that is so very important. The more we love the
better our world becomes because then people are doing
things for others out of a sense of love rather than a desire
for power or vengeance.
As we begin the New Year, my prayer for all is
that you have a wonderful and blessed year filled with the
joy and peace of knowing that you are loved by God.
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2014 CHAPTER DONATIONS
TOTAL GOAL IS $7,100
Received to date $4,124.00 (Scholarships & Community Service)
DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE)
PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 to $1,000)
Colonel and Mary Jo Brostrom, in memory of 1Lt Jonathan P. Brostrom
Leah Rowland in memory of CAPT William Rowland
GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499)
Bruce Altenhof, Dave Belatti, Linda Chang, Tom Corcoran, Antoinette Correia, Jerry East, Doug Gerbaz,
Ralph Hiatt, Lance Humphrey and Mary Monohon, Darrell Large, Owen Macy, Jack and Carita Miller,
Myrl Noggle, John Stewart, George and Roberta Sullivan, Richard Thomas, Mark Torreano
SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99)
Jim Brown, Regina Foster, Jim Gebhard, Shirley Grant, Jim Kelly, Robert McEldowney,
Bob Ranaldo, Dan Tompkins
BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49)
Jay Dunn, Curt Lee, Verne Moore, Andy Mukk, William Phillips, Bob Walden
If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call Mark Torreano at 343-4877.

Members Attend Annual Meeting at K’bay O’Club
Vote to approve Unification of Chapters

Annual Christmas Party
Camp Smith

Trivia Answer - Did you say Vietnam - WRONG. LBJ said his Administration "here and now declares unconditional war on poverty in America."
Been 51 years, how goes the battle?
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TUG by Colonel Lou Tor r aca USAF (Ret)
Happy 2015...It's time again for the annual INTERNATIONAL CONSUMER ELECTRONICS SHOW (CES) where we get
to ooh and aah about the nifty new stuff. So, here goes...
The CES Innovation Awards is an annual competition honoring outstanding design and engineering in consumer technology
products. There are more than 2 dozen categories ranging from safe driving to wireless handset accessories. Here are the
winners in these 2 categories and a few more for you to explore.

SAFE DRIVING
Möbius / Dual Lens Dashboard Camera
Zalman USA Inc.

Dash-cams have yet to overcome two major flaws. Usage of a wide-angle lens makes license plates difficult to read. Night videos are darkened due to headlights and
other light sources. Möbius’ innovative use of a dual-camera system solves both issues.

WIRELESS HANDSET ACCESSORIES
Noke
FŪZ Designs

Noke is the world's first bluetooth-enabled padlock. Protect your property and belongings without the hassle of keys or combinations. Share access with others via the
Noke app with the tap of a button.

HOME APPLIANCES
Brio
Brio - division of International Safety Holdings, LLC

Brio replaces existing electrical outlets and is the world’s safest, and smartest electrical outlet technology. Brio provides a completely safe environment from shock hazards, and detects CO, smoke and water to make a safer home.

COMPUTER PERIPHERALS
Swiftpoint GT
Swiftpoint Inc.

The first mouse allowing truly natural touch gestures without touching the screen or having a touch display. Windows 10/8/7, Mac, iPad, Android. Bluetooth and wireless
USB. Ultra-small unique ergonomic design.

COMPUTER HARDWARE AND COMPONENTS

Acer Aspire R13
Acer
The Aspire R 13 Series is a convertible notebook featuring an innovative Ezel Aero hingeTM with a U-frame structure that lets users easily fold it into six usage modes.

ACCESSIBLE TECHNOLOGIES

ReSound ENZO
ReSound
ReSound ENZO is the first super-power hearing aid to bring smart technology to people with severe and profound hearing loss. Its Made for iPhone
capabilities and groundbreaking, patented technologies enable wearers to communicate as never before.
Stay tuned as I continue to introduce you to the best of the best. Stay safe out there. Aloha, Lou
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Navy head coach honors heritage by wearing traditional lei during Army-Navy game
About an hour before the 2010 Army-Navy game, a woman of Polynesian
descent approached a Navy football staff member and handed him a traditional Hawaiian lei. The woman requested the lei be given to head coach Ken
Niumatalolo.
But who was the lei from?
“The people of Hawaii,” she responded.
When told that Niumatalolo probably would not be willing to wear the lei
during the game, she responded “You don’t understand Hawaiians.”
Moments before kickoff, with nearly 70,000 fans rocking the stadium, Niumatalolo ran onto Lincoln Financial
Field in Philadelphia with the lei around his neck.
CBS Sports announcers mentioned the garland during the television broadcast — and 5,000 miles away a little
old woman beamed with pride.
Navy routed Army 31-17 that year to continue its dominance in the rivalry. Football coaches tend to be superstitious, so Niumatalolo has worn a lei in every Army-Navy game since.
“It reminds me where I came from and who I am. It puts me in my place,” Niumatalolo said recently. “We won
the first year I had it on, so I wasn’t about to stop.”
The lei has become a fixture in the annual rivalry, but its origins were a mystery for years. It turns out the leis
are hand-woven by 82-year-old Betty Ihara of Kalaheo, Hawaii, using flowers from her own garden.
Ihara calls herself “Tutu” — grandmother in Hawaiian — and she refers to Niumatalolo as her ”hanai” (adopted)
grandson.
The story begins with Michael Fallon, who works in pharmaceuticals for Johnson & Johnson, overseeing the
company’s military sales division.
When Fallon learned Navy’s head coach grew up in Hawaii, he thought of his mother-in-law’s passion for making leis. Ihara said she would be honored to create a lei for the first major college head coach of Polynesian descent.
Ihara estimates she has crafted thousands of lei for family and friends, but the ones she makes for Niumatalolo
are special.
She only uses ti leaves, which are sacred to Hawaiians and represent divine powers, healing and protection. Ihara spends hours picking the leaves, then cutting, clipping, ironing and weaving.
“I put a lot of love into it as I twist the leaves,” Ihara said. “I do 11 strands of rope, which represents the 11 players on the field.
“The big knot is what brings the strands together and that represents the leader. So the big knot represents the
coach, who brings the team together.”
That first year, Ihara sent the special lei to her daughter, a schoolteacher who lives in Orlando, Fla. Sharlyne Fallon usually attends the Army-Navy game along with her husband, who receives tickets through his job.
Michael Fallon obtained a field pass in 2008. That is how his wife was able to personally deliver the lei to one of
Navy’s graduate assistants.
Ihara is a big football fan and ardent follower of the University of Hawaii program. She remembers when Niumatalolo was a quarterback for the Rainbow Warriors.
Like many natives of the Hawaiian islands, she is proud that a native son has become head coach of Naval
Academy football.
Navy has established a series record by defeating Army in 13 straight meetings, including all five during Niumatalolo’s tenure.
“I always include a note that tells coach Niumatalolo that the lei is for the safety of his team,” Ihara said. “As for
luck? Who knows.”
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UP-COMING CHAPTER ACTIVITIES:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Information on February
Social Event
TBA

Honolulu Marathon results: not one, but TWO, chapter members finished
the grueling 26.2 mile run in the heavy rain and high wind this year. Our
heartiest congratulations to both Mark Torreano and Lou Crompton... We
would include "envy", but that is a sin.

