
 

Coming Events January 2012  

 

7 Jan (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC 
 

 No Chapter Social Event  ithis month 
 

9 Jan (Mon) PAC Meeting, Sam Snead’s 1115 
 

20 Jan (Fri) EXCOM Meeting 1100 Ft Shafter Hale Ikina  
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Hawaii State Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 

Darrell Large takes the reins of MOAA  

Hawaii State Chapter New Year’s Day  
  

Darrell,   born   in   the  Appalachian  Mountains  of  Virginia,  had  a  long  and  

distinguished career in the Army enlisting in 1952.  He saw duty during both the 

Korean and Vietnam Wars rising to the grade of Lieutenant Colonel in his twenty 

four year span in the Army.   
  

Darrell spent most of his career in Signal Intelligence 

and Special Operations occasionally jumping out of 

perfectly good aircraft.  He was stationed at Ft. 

Bragg, Ft. Devens and Ft Meade as well as in Africa, 

Pakistan, Turkey, Japan and Vietnam.  During his 

service he managed to find time to graduate from the 

University  of  Maryland.  He  also  attended  the  

Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Washington, 

DC.  Among his awards are the Legion of Merit, Air 

Medal with 2 stars and Army Parachute Wings. 
  

In  1976  Darrell started a second career in real estate including owning his own 

business, Hale Koa Realty/Better Homes and Gardens, for sixteen years.  He 

founded and became president and CEO of Visitor Aloha Society of Hawaii 

(VASH) in the late ‘90s.  Darrell also became active in the community marching in 

numerous parades as “Uncle Sam”.  He is a long time Rotarian and was President of 

the  Rotary  Club  of  East  Honolulu during the past year.  He is a Trustee of the 

Hawaii Army Museum Society, a Member of the  Elks P E O B, Honolulu and a 

Life  Member,  Disabled  American  Veterans, Veterans of Foreign War, and 

American  Legion. 
  

Darrell and Rheta have been married for 57 years.  They have four grown children, 

four  grandchildren   and  3  great  grandchildren.  His  hobbies  include  foreign 

travel with Rhetta, Alpine  skiing,  and  motorcycle riding  which she refuses to  

participate in!   
 —————— 

Chairman’s note:  I wish Darrell every success in his coming two year term as President.  I 

hope all our members will give him their utmost support.  George Sullivan 

WOUNDED WARRIOR 

MENTORS NEEDED 

A rewarding opportunity exists 

for MOAA members to become 

a mentor to a Kanohe Marine 

Corps Base Wounded War-

rior.  No experience needed, just 

a willingness to be someone 

special to one recovering 

Wounded Warrior.   Several of 

our members already are men-

tors.  There has been an increase 

in Wounded Warriors in the past 

month creating a need for 15 – 

20 mentors.   We members who 

have experienced military life 

and have transitioned from mili-

tary to civilian life are all quali-

fied mentors.  All it takes is to 

periodically spend quality time 

with your Marine and be some-

one he or she can talk to as they 

face life’s new challenges.  It is 

up to mentor and the Marine to 

find the best way to communi-

cate, be it a breakfast, coffee, 

lunch, home invitation or what-

ever.  Wounded Warriors, espe-

cially like to meet off base to 

talk about their current chal-

lenges and their plans for the 

future.   If you are interested 

contact Gunney Sgt.  David 

Cleaves at 257-1090 or 

david.cleaves@usmc.mil; or 

Chaplain Steve Jenson at  

kaneohesj@aol.com or 261-

4084 

 

Coming Events February 
 
 

4 Feb (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC  
 

 
 

17 Feb (Fri)) EXCOM Meeting 1100 Place TBD 
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Aloha Nui Fellow Members,  
Rheta and I hope you enjoyed a wonderful holiday season as we did and that you and yours 
will be blessed with good health and much happiness throughout the New Year.  

Thanks  to  the leadership of outgoing President Tom Smyth and the support of our hard 
working  Board  of  Directors  and Executive Committee (EXCOM) members, we have for the past two years 
continued to enjoy the valuable services and excellent programs which our chapter is noted for. Several of these 
members have served as officers  or  committee  chairs  multiple  times. There  is  no  better example of their 
unselfish commitment than our outgoing Chairman of the Board, Admiral Bruce Smith who has for so many 
years dedicated himself in service to our chapter. We salute you, sir, and  thank  you  for  your  extraordinary 
contribution to our chapter and to MOAA.  
     A major goal for the coming year is insure to the extent possible that we are providing the services, programs 
and activities of most value and interest to all our members. To that end it would be most helpful if you would 
take a few minutes to respond by mail, email or phone to the following questions:  
     1. What   do   you   recommend,   if   anything,  that   would   make   our   meetings   and  programs  more 
interesting  and  enjoyable  for  you? (Include  the  names of any guest speakers you recommend or attractions 
you would like to visit with the chapter.) 
     2. What community, veteran service or other projects, would  you  like  our  chapter  to  consider supporting, 
in addition to those we already support? 
     3.Do you have any  other  recommendations  that  would help make our chapter better and more enjoyable 
for you? 
     4. And lastly, would you consider serving on one of our several committees or helping out in some other way? 
(See our list of officers and committees on page 3) 
     We very much appreciate and look forward to your response as it will be most helpful to our EXCOM in final-
izing our plans and programs for the coming year.  
     Thank you very much for taking time to share with us your ideas and recommendations which will be most 
helpful in finalizing chapter plans and programs for the coming year.  In the meantime if you have questions or 
comments, please contact 1st VP and Program Chair Glen Van Ingen at 292-6844  or myself at 395-6825.   

      Aloha for now, Darrell        

President’s  Corner   

by LTC Darrell Large  USA (Ret) 

 

HAWAII STATE CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA                                   

New Membership Application or Current Member Dues Payment (enter name and changes only) 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Male  □     Female  □ 
                              Last                                       First                            MI 

New Member Application  □   Current Regular Member   □     Current Auxiliary Member □ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of birth:_________________________  National MOAA membership No. __________________________   

Home Phone:_______________  E-mail:________________________________________  

If married, spouse’s first name:_____________  Last name, if different than yours:___________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regular Members:  Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership. 

Service ______  Rank _______  Active Duty  □   Retired  □   Reserve  □   National Guard  □   Former Officer  □ 

Dues: $25 per year;  5 years for $100.  Active Duty: 1st year $10.  Those 90 and older: free!  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Auxiliary Members:  Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular members or 

were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _______ Service of spouse: ________ 

Dues: $20 per year;  5 years for $75;  Those 90 and older: free!  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________ 
 

 Total Remittance: $__________ Mail check to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185 
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Published monthly by: Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA  

PO Box 1185, Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185 

Subscription included in annual chapter dues.  

Opinions  expressed  in  this  newsletter  are  not necessarily   

Hawaii State Chapter  policy. 

 

Elected Officers 
 

President 

LTC Darrell Large USA 

395-6825 

DarrellLarge@aol.com 
 

1st Vice President 

Capt Glen Van Ingen USAF 

292-6844 

gvan@hawaii.rr.com  
 

 2d Vice President 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt 

383-1010 

hiattr@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Appointed Officers 
 

Secretary 

Helen Baker 

753-7793 

propinvst@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Treasurer  

LtCol Geoff Bangs USAF 

261-1455 

gmbangs@hawaiiantel.net 
 

Accountant  

LTC Richard DeLong, USA 

486-0439 rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Auxiliary 

Robbie Gee, 395-6391 

MK-Lady@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Legal 

COL Terry Thomason USA 

247-5255 

turtlealoha@aol.com 
 

Veterans Affairs 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Legislative Affairs 

LtCol Tom Smyth USMC 

531-2829 tjsmyth6@aol.com 
 

Co-Chair Personal Affairs 

LtCol Lou Crompton USAF 

526-3022 

 lcrompton@juno.com 

CDR Jack Miller, USN 

261-4100  

jackmiller@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Chaplain 

CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA  

292-6095  

bezansonrs@gmail.com 
 

Membership Committee 

VACANT 

 

 
 

 
 

Public Affairs 

VACANT 
 

 
 

Official Photographer 

VACANT 
 

 
 

ROTC Scholarships 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA 

383-1010  

hiattr@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Community Affairs  

Kathy Delong   

486-0439 

rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Co-Editors PHK 

 CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA 

955-4838 

bezansonrs@gmail.com 
 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Webmaster 

Bob Ranaldo 

941-0602 

bobranaldo@yahoo.com 
 

Database Manager 

Maj George Montague USAF 

239-4222 

montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com 
 

TUG  

Col Lou Torraca USAF 

254-3286  

af06hi@gmail.com 
 

 Surgeon 

CDR John Boyer USN 

988-1966 

boyeraloha@aol.com 
 

Sergeant –at– Arms 

VACANT 
 

Directory Editor 

LT Jim Fromm USCG 

677-7469 

jffromm@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Directory Business Managers 

Col Tom Fagan USA 

261-2606 

twfagan@gmail.com 
 

CDR Lee Bordenave USN 

422-6377 

leejbordenave@clearwire.net 

Thinning of the Ranks  

 

Col  Richard  B. Thomas,  USAF  (Ret)   died   at  home  

10 November 2011.  He is survived by his wife Keiko. 
 

Binnacle List  
 

Col Bill Nations, USAF (Ret), Past President of Hawaii 

Chapter, undergoing radiation treatments at Tripler Army 

Medical Center. 

 

- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - - 
 

No Chapter Social Event is planned for 

January. 
 

For  2012  we  plan  regular  meetings  and  

programs  every  other  month  beginning  in 

February  (February,   April,  June,  August,  

October, December).  This includes our ever 

popular August picnic at Bellows AFS and the 

December  Christmas  party  at  the  Hale  Koa 

Hotel.   For   January,   March,  May,  July,  

September, and November we remain flexible 

and open to having meetings or programs any 

time a particularly worthwhile guest speaker or 

program of opportunity presents itself. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Chairman, CAPT George Sullivan, USN (Ret) 2010-2012 

Helen Peil Baker, 2010-2012 

LtCol Tom Smyth, USMC (Ret) 2010-2012 

CDR Jack Miller, USN (Ret), 2011-2013 

CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret), 2011-2013 

Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret) 2011-2013 

COL Ralph GWK Hiatt, USA (Ret), 2012-2014 

LCDR Tom Marzec, USN (Ret), 2012-2014 

Trish Kubach, 2012-2014 

TRIVIA QUESTION:  Elephants in the Honolulu Zoo just moved 

into their new habitat.  Bronx Zoo in NY is a major tourist attrac-

tion.  Where and when was the FIRST public zoo in the US? 

    Executive Committee 
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2011 CHAPTER DONATIONS 
 

As of 14 December 2011 -   TOTAL GOAL IS $7000 
Received to date $6,891 (Scholarships and Community Service) 

 

DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE) 
Clara G. Cook, Phillip Heyenga 

 

PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 to $1,000) 
Bruce Smith, Myrl Noggle 

 

GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499) 
Constance McQuillan,  Laudra Eber, Virginia Frizelle, Tom Smyth,  

George & Roberta Sullivan, Jack Miller, Clarence Agena, Richard Vonier, Darrell Large 
David Stefansson, Glen Van Ingen, Bob Walden, Jerry East, Ralph Hiatt, Bill Moore 

Jim Gebhard, Jack DeTour, Mary Nees, Virginia Frizelle, Lloyd R. Vasey, Wendell Wong 
 

SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99) 
Ellen McGarry, John Peters, Jim and Kathy Brown, Dick Armstrong, Regina Foster, 
Robert Walden, Lynn Armstrong, Stanley Arikaki, Jacqueline Law, Joan Johnson, 

Sally Blanchard, Ranae Bauman Bird, Donna Bauman 
 

BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49) 
Mary Ceccarelli, Mark Torreano, Sue Schneiderman, Dave Belatti, Roy McArdle, J. Michael Bergen, 

Gary Verblen, William Vinet, Barbara Tracy, Leslie Tracy, Sharon and Dr. Dean Schamber, 
Bob Popp, George Montague Wilma Boudreau 

 

If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call me, Geoff Bangs 261-1455 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  by Tom Smythe 
 

National Issues:  As this is being written there is much confusion 

and hesitancy in the Capitol and the White House as to how to 

proceed on issues affecting many MOAA members directly. The 

Medicare “Doc Fix” that for nearly the 20th time, postpones the 

now 27% cut in doctor fees, leaving few willing to treat us, is still 

not resolved, even for the short term.  There is also concern about 

overall DOD budget cuts affecting troops, families, retirees and 

facilities.  Most likely there will be a last minute short term patch 

on a very ailing situation.   
 

Where are Three Wise Men when you really need them?  Be 

sure to follow our   National  MOAA leadership and urge our 

Congressional Delegation to support the troops!  Your letters and 

email do count! 
 

Hawaii Issues:   The Governor has pledged not to support raising 

local taxes but it is not clear if the Legislature will agree, so hang 

on to your wallets.  Almost  certainly  there will be NO effort to 

tax pension income;  such action is unlikely with all members of 

the House and Senate up for election in 2012.  
 

Several military-related bills are likely to be introduced including: 

a Veteran’s ID Card for those who served but did not retire who 

now need to carry their precious DD214 Report of Separation, to 

get Vet’s discounts at leading stores. Consideration will be given 

to creating a Veteran’s Home in Honolulu similar to the one in 

Hilo that is doing well. Other likely measures primary relate to the 

National Guard  as  it  continues strong recruiting through UH 

Tuition Assistance and other state-funded allowances.  We will 

follow these local issues very closely and support or oppose those 

affecting MOAA members. 

   Semper Fi,   Tom    

 

ITEM OF INTEREST  —   —  —   
 

PHOTO COPYING MILITARY ID CARDS 

by  commercial  establishments  to  verify  

military affiliation or provide Govt discounts 

has been reported.  Photo copying of a Govt ID 

is a violation of Title 18l, US Code Part 1, 

Chap 33, Sect 701 and is punishable by fine 

and  imprisonment.   Criminal elements and 

terrorist organizations place US Govt ID as  

high value logistical element when plotting 

acts against  the  US.  Although commercial 

establishments are not prohibited from asking 

for a military ID, you can show your ID and 

offer a photo drivers license or other photo ID 

for them to copy.  This does not apply to a 

medical  facility   needing  a  copy  to  file  an 

insurance claim.   

        ( Source:  Assistant Secretary of  Defense) 
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TRIPLER TIPS by Patricia Kubach 
    The "Health Care Consumer Commission Committee Meeting", was called to order by BG Keith Gallagher, Commander 
TAMC, on 14 December at 1300.  New business started the agenda with a presentation BY DRS. Ranilo Laygo and Erin 
Kappenberg on the FUSION CELL MISSION, designed for ARMY use only to transform data from disparate sources into 
"actionable intelligence" and appropriately communicate with Commanders, Providers and MTF personnel to provide early 
Soldier intervention that optimizes Unit Readiness. 
    Next topic covered by MAJS. Brian O'Leary & Andrew Hagemaster, Dept. of Psychology, explained that their In/Out 
Processing  mission  is  to ensure  that  all  service members who are relocating to another assignment, returning from 
deployment, transitioning from active duty to reserve, reserve  to  active duty, or preparing to leave the military receive 
continuity of behavioral health care.  Bottom Line: To  prevent  service  members  from  falling  through  the  cracks  for 
identification and treatment of behavioral needs. For further information go to www.health.mil/InTransition. 
    Brandon Ho next distributed a brochure titled a Commander's Quick Guide which is an overview of what a Commander 
can  and  cannot  ask  for  and  know.  (Copy available from this writer). A major goal is to assure that individuals' health 
information is properly protected  while allowing the flow of health information needed to provide high quality health 
care.  During the course of examination the Health care Provider will look for signs which might point to problems, once a 
concern is released,  the  Commander can then decide how to handle the issue, so Provider and Commander need to 
communicate.  
    Not on the agenda but at the request of Gen. Gallagher, the security of patient records was discussed resulting from a 
recent notice issued by Tricare that backup records had been stolen along with an automobile.  This was a serious breach 
that requires due diligence on the part of individuals charged with responsibilities as if they had been issued a 
weapon.  Neither  automobile  nor  records have been recovered; fortunately Tricare possesses the original records of 
thousands of personnel. 
    Mary Nilges introduced the next topic "Warrior Ohana Medical Home" which is a full service Family Medicine/Primary 
care clinic located in Kapolei.  Enrollment is open to family members of active duty personnel (all branches of service), 
retirees and family members under 63 years old.  Services include full family medicine, behavioral health, pharmacy for 
refills.  New prescriptions are for enrolled patients only.  There is a laboratory, Immunizations, children's waiting room.  To 
enroll visit the Nearest Tricare Service Center, for questions call 1-888-874-9378   Admiral Smith asked if personnel over 
63 could obtain refills and immunizations, the answer was yes and flu shots are still available. 
    Completing the agenda Jan Clark of Schofield Barracks Pediatrics invited patients to make appointments by calling 433-
2778 or register at Tricare Online.  Hours are 0720-1700  except Tues. when first appt. is at 0820.  A specific provider may 
not be there on a particular day.  
    After closing remarks Gen. Gallagher adjourned the meeting.  The next meeting will be in March; I encourage you to 
contact me if you have questions or suggestions.  Meanwhile I wish you a joyful Christmas and a bountiful New 
Year.  Patricia Kubach , trishkubach@hawaii.rr.com or 395-9719. 

January in History submitted by Lou Crompton 

12 Jan 1846  President Polk sends 4000 troops to guard our 

border with Mexico 

13 Jan 1893  US Marines land at Honolulu, Kingdom of HI, 

as Queen allegedly moves to abrogate constitution 

16 Jan 1991 Desert Storm, liberation of Kuwait from Iraq 

begins 

18 Jan 1778  Capt Cook “discovers” Hawaiian Islands 

20 Jan 1887  Congress authorized lease of Pearl Harbor 

20 Jan 1981  Iran releases US hostages held for 444 days 

21 Jan 1977  Pres Carter  pardons draft evaders 

23 Jan 1973  Pres Nixon announces Vietnam Peace Accords 

signed in Paris, POWs home in 60 days 

28 Jan 1915  USCG established to fight contraband trade 

and aid distressed vessels at sea 

————————————————————————- 

Answer to Trivia Question:  Philadelphia, PA opened 

the first public zoo in America, 1 July 1874. 

 

*   *   *   GENERAL ORDER   *   *   * Submitted by Jim Gebhardt 
 

The Commander in Chief directs that divine Service be performed every Sunday at 11 o’clock in those 
Brigades to which there are Chaplains; those which have none to attend the places of worship nearest 
to them. It is expected that Officers of all Ranks will by their attendance set an Example to their men. 
While we are zealously performing the duties of good Citizens and soldiers we certainly ought not to be 
inattentive to the higher duties of Religion. To the distinguished Character of Patriot, it should be our 
highest  Glory  to  add  the  more  distinguished  Character  of  Christian.  The  signal  Instances  of  
providential Goodness which we have experienced and which have now almost crowned our labours 
with complete Success, demand from us in a peculiar manner the warmest returns of Gratitude and 
Piety to the Supreme Author of all Good." --George Washington, General Orders, (May 2nd, 1778)  
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            TUG  
                 by Colonel Lou Torraca USAF (Retired) 

 

I have no idea why 2011 seems to have left  so fast! However, here we are in 2012 and I am on my way to the Consumer Electronics 
Show (CES)  in Las Vegas, again. 
 

CES Innovations Awards  Since 1976, the prestigious Innovations Design and Engineering Awards has given consumer technology 
manufacturers and developers an opportunity to have their newest products judged by  a preeminent  panel of independent industrial 

designers, independent engineers and members of the trade press. It's the place to see, touch, feel and understand the future of consumer technology. 
Products chosen as the most impressive in each category are selected as honorees and can be seen at CES. Here are some of the Best of Innovations 
winners: 

BASIS, the world’s first connected health and heart rate monitor wearable on the wrist. A multi-sensor band collects data like heart rate, calories burned, 

physical activity and sleep patterns and links to a personal online dashboard.  The Picture of Health Only Basis gives you a complete overview of your 

day, and puts the tools to boost your health and wellness right at hand. Track your caloric burn, activity levels and sleep habits to make every day your 

best day. Watch Your Wellness, Everyday Lightweight, beautiful and comfortable, Basis fits your wrist like a watch so you can wear it all day, every day. 

Basis collects information through a small sensor window, eliminating  the  need  for  uncomfortable  chest  straps, finger sensors, electrodes or other 

cumbersome apparatus. Basis  was  designed with wearability in mind, because the more you wear it, the more you know.On Your Wavelength Basis 

automatically identifies important behaviors like exercise and sleep. It tracks your body’s response and provides the tools to help you improve sleep quality 

and get more out of your workouts. It  Only Looks Simple Don’t let its good looks fool you. Beneath the sleek exterior is a hard-core machine that’s all 

business when it comes to gathering, tracking and delivering everything about your body’s day. Basis packs astonishing capabilities in its streamlined 

silhouette, opening up an amazing world of possibilities that will help you take your health to a whole new level 

Libratone  Live Just one?  Or one in each room?  Libratone Live  is designed to soundtrack your life. While FullRoom technology puts sound in every 

corner of the room, the AirPlay technology allows you to wander free, playlist in hand. All without dragging audio cables through your living room.  Big 

sound, minimalistic design Sound and design are not mutually exclusive, as  many  will have you believe. With Libratone Live we pay homage to our  

Scandanavian  roots with minimalistic lines, craftsmanship, and high quality raw materials - all cashmere, chrome and wood, no blinking eyesore-displays 

or  grotesque cabinets. The Libratone App As a new feature, you can improve your Libratone Live speaker through a specially designed app. The app 

allows you to enhance and customize the FullRoom experience. By feeding the app information on the placement of your sound system, it automatically 

adjusts the sound to fit.  

The Calisto 835 is a speakerphone that unites computer telephony, mobile and landline calls. A 2.4” color display and a touch sensitive dial pad offers 

access to caller ID, dialing, answering, switching, and muting across connected devices. Communication across devices has never been more simple with 

the Calisto 800 Series multi-device speakerphone system Superior Call Management; Connects and seamlessly switches between calls from PC, mobile 

and home* phone; A 2.4" color display and a touch sensitive dial pad for easy calle rdialing, answering, switching, and muting across devices; For privacy, 

use with Bluetooth or corded headsets/headphones (3.5mm).  Uncompromising  Audio  Quality: Premium,  rich-sounding  full  duplex speakerphone; 

Wideband  audio  coupled  with  advanced  noise   cancellation  technology.   Freedom  of  Movement: Wireless microphone offers unparalleled voice 

transmission and freedom of movement; Remote answer/end/mute control; Enables 360 deg small group conferencing when placed flat on a table. 

eers Custom-Fitted Earphones  The world's only custom-fitted earphones that fit to your ears in only 4 minutes. 14 years in development, 13+ patents, 

Sonomax expansion technology delivers incomparable sound isolation, fidelity and comfort.  Eers  custom  earphones  use groundbreaking Sonomax 

expansion technology paired with the ease and convenience of a simple self-fitting process, SonoFit, and inserted earphone electronics that one can fit at 

home. Custom molded to the unique shape of an individual’s ear canal in just four minutes, sculpted eers provide maximum comfort, exceptional sound, 

and a secure fit even during vigorous activity. Additionally, the acoustic seal provided by the custom-fit earphones ensures the wearer’s choice of listening 

does not need to compete with ambient sound. This immersive audio experience helps consumers listen at a fraction of the volume required by generic 

headphones (on average 30% less), providing the added benefit of reducing the dangers of hearing loss through over exposure. 
SafePlug Electrical Receptacles  SafePlug receptacles can help reduce energy consumption by up to 30%. SafePlug electrical duplex receptacles solve 
the toughest problem in home automation, accurate control and energy monitoring even when appliances move to a different receptacle. SafePlug Smart 
Energy outlets will measure the energy consumption for each appliance and turn them off when not needed. 
Belkin Kitchen Cabinet Mount  Bring your tablet into the kitchen without cluttering the counter. The Kitchen Cabinet Mount keeps your tablet in view and 
securely suspended on any cabinet or shelf without tools or permanent installation. In View & Out of the Way Save Space in the Kitchen Bring your tablet 
into the kitchen without cluttering the counter. The Kitchen Cabinet Mount helps keep your tablet in view and securely suspended on any cabinet or shelf.  
No tools or hardware are needed and no permanent installation is required. Simply attach the mount using the secure adjustable clamp. It can be easily 
repositioned to fit different cabinet and shelving units, or removed for storage. 
 

Hopefully I’ll get to see some of these and of course, MORE…since there  will  be  several  thousand exhibitors…auwe, my legs are already tired just 

thinking  about  all  the  miles  they  will  walk  during  the  CES  week!  Stay  tuned  for  more  from  my  Las  Vegas  experience. Be  safe  and  enjoy  

your  www explorations. 

 Visit   http://tinyurl.com/363qew  for the complete online version and  www.the-tug.org  for our meeting details. 

       Aloha, Lou 
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How The O-2s Really Got 
There   submitted by Jim Gebhard;                            

  as reported by Richard H. Wood 

      It's 1967 or maybe early 1968, I forget, and the Air Force 

has bought a mess of Cessna Super Skymasters and called 

them O-2s. The  Cessna  factory  at  Wichita, Kansas is 

pumping them out at a pretty good clip and your problem is 

to figure out how to get them to Vietnam where they are 

needed. Your choices are: 

      1. Fly them to the West coast and turn them over to the 

Army for transport by cargo ship. 

     2. Take the wings off them and stuff them three at a time 

into the belly of C-124s and fly them over.                           

     3. Fly them over under their own power with no C-124 

attached.  
 

Question: Which method was used? Right! Every single one 

of  those  puppies  was  hand-flown  across  the  Big  P  to 

Vietnam. That sounds like it might have been a Mickey 

Mouse operation. Believe me, it wasn't that good.  
 

Air Force Systems Command (AFSC) was running that show 

and their knowledge stopped somewhat short of knowing 

anything  about  ferrying  airplanes. The  Air  Force  had  a 

perfectly good organization called the 44th Aircraft Delivery 

Group which operated world wide and managed the ferrying 

of all aircraft; except the O-2s.  
 

AFSC contracted with some outfit in San Francisco to deliver 

the planes to Saigon. The contractor hired a bunch of civilian 

pilots who couldn't find honest work elsewhere. Since the O-

2s were technically "public" aircraft (as opposed to civil air-

craft) no pilot's license was necessary to fly one and I'm not 

sure that all of the pilots had licenses. Some of them were 

pretty good, but the rest of them were the most god-awful 

collection of unqualified scruffy-looking alcoholics you ever 

saw. The dregs of the flying profession.  
 

The deal worked like this. The pilots were given a plane 

ticket to Wichita where  they  got  a  quickie  checkout  in  the 

O-2 if they needed one. Then they launched in bunches of 

four  and  headed for Hamilton AFB on the west coast of 

California. Enroute, they were instructed to carefully monitor 

and record their oil consumption, which, of course, they did 

not  do. That  type of  pilot does not monitor and record oil 

consumption. 
 

At Hamilton, the Air Force removed all the seats except the 

left front one. The seats were shipped to Vietnam by air, 

which is what should have happened to the rest of the plane, 

too. Extra fuel tanks were installed in the vacant floor space 

followed  by  the  pilot  himself.  He  had  to  crawl  over  the 

co-pilot tank to get to the left seat. Next, they installed an oil 

tank  on  top  of  the  co-pilot  tank  followed by a small 

emergency  HF  radio  on  top  of  that. Now, the pilot was 

truly locked in. To get out, he could either wait for someone 

to remove the radio and oil tank or crawl out the emergency 

escape window on the left side.  
 

Takeoff must have been something to watch. With all that 

fuel, the planes were way over max gross weight. They had 

no  single  engine  capability  at  all  for  about  the  first  five 

hours of flight. If either engine hiccupped, the pilot went 

swimming. The route was Hawaii (Hickam), Midway, Wake 

Island, Guam (Anderson), Philippines (Clark) and Saigon 

(Tan Son Nhut.) The Hamilton-Hickam leg was by far the 

longest;  nominally  about  thirteen  hours. The O-2s were 

carrying fuel for about fourteen and a half hours of flight.  
 

Navigation was strictly dead reckoning. The pilots took up a 

heading based on wind calculations and flew out their ETA 

hoping to be lost within range of a Hawaiian radio station. 

They had no long range navigation equipment. 
 

The fuel tanks were disposable and were dropped off as they 

were no longer needed. The fuel pumps were not disposable 

and the pilots were instructed to bring them back along with 

their  dirty  underwear  and  the  HF  radio.  The  trip  was 

supposed to take about a week  and  each  pilot  carried  an 

airline ticket from Saigon to Wichita to go back and pick up 

another plane. For this the pilots were paid $800 per trip with 

the flight leader getting $1,000.  They planned on averaging 

three trips a month and getting rich doing it. 
 

How  come  I  know  so  much about this? Well, I was the 

Director of Safety at Hickam AFB and every single one of 

over 300 O-2s passed through my domain and created almost 

constant headaches. Before this all started, I had no idea what 

an O-2 even looked like much less any knowledge of the 

overall ferrying scheme.  The trouble started with the very 

first flight and began with the extra oil tank. The reason for 

determining oil consumption on the Wichita-Hamilton leg 

was to know how much oil to add during the really long legs. 

There were no oil quantity gages. Shortly after takeoff from 

Hamilton, boredom set in and the pilots would give the oil 

tank wobble pump a jab or two and squirt some more oil into 

the engines. 
 

The O-2  didn't  need  that  much  oil. All this did was over- 

servicing  the  engines  which  resulted  in  fluctuating  oil 

pressure. The pilots didn't like that at all, so they added more 

oil which led to more pressure fluctuation. Meanwhile, they 

were totally lost and not getting much closer to Hawaii. Time 

for the old MAYDAY call on the HF radio.  
 

When  that  call  came  in,  the  Coast  Guard  in  Hawaii  was 

running a very interesting seminar on sea rescue in downtown 

Honolulu. I was attending which is how I found out that we 

had an O-2 problem. The Coast Guard shut down the seminar 

and  launched  their  C-130  and  a  pair  of  cutters  to  find 

the O-2s; which they did.   
 

They herded them to the nearest runway which happened to 

be the Marine Corps Air Station at Kaneohe on the Northeast 

side of Oahu.        (To be continued in the February PHK)   
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UP-COMING  CHAPTER  ACTIVITIES: 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

No Chapter Social Event in January. 

Feb event tentatively planned to be held on 

Ford Island with a tour of the Aviation Museum. 

MOAA Hawaii Chapter 

Christmas Party 

Waikiki Ballroom 

Hale Koa Hotel 

8 December 2011 

A GOOD TIME FOR ALL! 


