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A Taxing Experience
An impressive gathering of sixty-two members and guests attended our catered luncheon on Tuesday, 19 January, at the
Oahu Veterans’ Center (OVC). That’s a terrific turnout!
Mark Torreano, our chapter Vice President and acting Program Chairman, arranged a hearty, very economical luncheon
for $12 each with A Catered Experience consisting of meat jun
with meat jun sauce, boneless BBQ teriyaki Chicken, breaded
fish with tartar sauce, rice, tossed green salad with French
dressing and macaroni salad. After lunch, many people took
some of the ample leftovers home.
Then, we were treated to a very
informative talk by Tom Yamachika, president of the Tax
Foundation of Hawaii.
His
topic—Hawaii Taxes and What to
Expect from the Legislature this
year—was very timely since the
opening day to the legislature was Chapter Officers for 2016
the next day, our annual “Hold Left to right, John Ma, PresiOnto Your Wallet Day.” We were dent; Mark Torreano, VP;
advised/warned of the myriad of Ira Tagawa, Secretary; and
money-grabbing ideas and some
John Kim, Treasurer
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sidering this year.
Birthdays
6
5
Tom Ya- Bridge Report
Calendar
of
Events
2
machika,
4
our guest Chaplain’s Corner
Chapter Leaders
8
speaker,
Golf
Report
5
answerMedicare Part B Change 4
ing a
Membership
Application 7
question
President’s Message
2
of one
Reservation Form
7
of the
TUG
6
memVeterans Assistance
3
bers.

Kung Hee Fat Choy!
Do you remember the series
of 12 stamps celebrating the
Chinese New Year designed by
our world-renown graphic designer, Clarence Lee of Honolulu? Do you remember this
first-class postage on one of the
stamps he created for the USPS?
The Year of the Monkey, as
depicted above, commences on
8 February and our Hawaii
Aloha Chapter will celebrate it at
1130 on Wednesday, 24 February, with a Special Chinese New
Year Dim Sum Luncheon at the
Empress Restaurant in the Chinatown Cultural Plaza, 100 N.
Beretania Street. The restaurant
is on the second floor, #205.
Validated parking is available
in the building with the entrance to the parking garage
off Mauna Kea Street.
A very special price of $20
each has been arranged by
Wes Fong. See the Reservation Form on Page 7.
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* SGT DANIEL BETSUI * 2LT THOMAS BLEVINS * 1LT JONATHAN BROSTROM *

University of Hawai ʽi
ARMY ROTC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS
The 5th Annual
Fallen Warriors Memorial

Golf Tournament
TH

* SGT JENHATSU CHINEN * CPT KENNETH GOOD * 1LT NAINOA HOE * MAJ JACK JOHNSON * PFC HIROICHI TOMITA*

Hawaii Aloha
Chapter, MOAA
President’s
Message
By John Ma

* SGT HOWARD URABE * 1LT BRIAN KONG * 2LT FRANK RODRIGUEZ * 2LT JEREMY WOLFE * LTC KARL LANGE *
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FRIDAY, MARCH 11
We kicked off the
At the Hawaiʽi Prince Golf Club
new year in grand fashion with a large
attendance at our January chapter
luncheon meeting at the Oahu Veterans Center (OVC). I’m not sure if the
great turnout was to hear Tom Yamachika speak on a subject near and
dear to our hearts—taxes, or because
the price was right for a good lunch, or
perhaps our New Year resolution to be
more active in chapter activities. Regardless of the reason, hopefully we
Tournament will pay tribute to the UH Army ROTC Alumni who have bravely served
our country and made the ultimate sacrifice. Proceeds will benefit the Fallen
will continue to see a good turnout in
Warriors Memorial, Endowment Scholarship Fund, and the UH Army ROTC Cadet
future chapter activities. A big Mahalo
Fund.
to Mark Torreano, chapter VP and
REGISTER ONLINE AT: www.uhfoundation.org/ROTCgolf
POC: CDT Jason Maddocks / PH: (413) 347 – 2288
acting Programs Chair, for coordinatEmail: jason.p.maddocks@gmail.com
ing our catered lunch and bringing the
* SGT ROBERT MURATA * SSG GROVER NAGAJI * PVT AKIO NISHIKAWA*
drinks. Also a special thank you to
George Sullivan, Chairman of the Board of
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Directors for our chapter, as well as the OVC,
6 Feb 2016 1000, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer
for the use of the center and his hard work in
(Saturday) Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center
getting the OVC established. Since the Hale
21 Feb 2016 1300, Hawaii Aloha Party Bridge, Fahrni Realty
Ikena is undergoing a major renovation, the
(Sunday)
Classroom. Host: Dan Matthews
OVC looks like an excellent alternative now and
23 Feb 2016 0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course,
occasionally in the future after the work is pau.
(Tuesday) 91-2219 Roosevelt Avenue, Kapolei 96707

We are looking forward to some exciting activities and meetings for the coming year. Our
chapter is only as good as the involvement of
its members. So let’s continue to be active and
make a concerted effort to recruit a new member this year to keep our chapter active and viable. Looking forward to seeing you in our future activities and as always, we solicit your
ideas and comments for improvement.

Never stop serving!”

24 Feb 2016 1130, Special Dim Sum Chinese New Year
(Wednesday) Luncheon, Empress Restaurant, Honolulu
11 March ‘16 UH Army ROTC Alumni Assoc. Golf Tour(Friday)
nament, Hawaii Prince Golf Club, Ewa Beach

NOTICE
nd

This newsletter, my 122 issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa,
is promulgated monthly as an official publication of Hawaii Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of
America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Rev. Robert E. Walden
Lent will be here soon. Easter
comes the end of March this
year. The year is rapidly moving.
The Presidential Primaries have
already started. And, for the guys, Valentine’s
Day is just around the corner. What a busy
year it is becoming.
As things become busy, it is important to take an
occasional break just to attempt to keep things in
focus and give them the proper priority in our
lives. Some of us do that by taking a trip to see
the children and/or friends. Some will even take a
trip or cruise just to get away for a few days.
These times are important for our mental well being. In the Church many of us take what we call a
retreat to get away and spend a few days evaluating how things are going in our lives. It is called a
retreat because we withdraw from our normal activities and spend some time in reflection on how
we are doing and what we may want to change in
our lives to make us better people. It is also a
time for us to listen to what God may be telling us
about our lives and how we should be living them.
In our society today we seem to have more
and more people telling us that our desires and
wants are the most important things in our
lives. But here are also those who are telling us
that we need to look at the bigger picture and
see things as they can be. Too many take the
negative view instead of the positive view. The
negative view always makes things worse, it
does not help improve things for majority of
our people. The problem is that negative is always downhill while the positive is uphill and
thus harder to do. But when we are positive we
can get to the top of the hill and look back and
see how things have changed for the better, not
just for us, but also for others. As the Presidential campaign gets more underway, let us be
mindful of those things which will make
our country a better and more loving place.
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Changes to Medicare Part B
Virtually all of us have Medicare Part B Medical Insurance since it is required to qualify for
TRICARE benefits. Most people pay a monthly
premium for Part B which helps cover doctors'
services and outpatient care. It also covers some
other medical services that Part A doesn't cover,
such as some of the services of physical and occupational therapists, and some home health
care. Part B helps pay for these covered services
and supplies when they are medically necessary.
Starting in 2016, about 70% of people will continue to pay $104.90 monthly, but the remaining
30% [and new enrollees] will see their monthly
premium rise to $121.80 — or even higher if
your income is $107,000 individually or joint up to
$214,000. New premiums were set by the Bipartisan Budget Act and signed into law. You can find
out the whys and wherefores and see the 2016
Medicare B Premiums Chart at www.cms.gov or
www.medicare.gov/your-medicare-costs/
costs-at-a-glance/costs-at-glance.html.

NOTICE
In early January you received the December
2015 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Membership Directory. It was repeatedly checked to ensure it
was correct, but if you find an error or have
moved, been promoted, changed your phone
number, died, etc. please advise the publisher,
Mark Webster, at Markster96816@gmail.com
or 808-734-5994 so that your information is
correct in next directory in about two years.

Add these Websites to your “Favorites”

http://www.moaa.org
http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
The Trivia Question
What is the ONLY number written in English
whose letters appear in alphabetical order?
See answer Page 7
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter Party Bridge
Dayle and Bobbi Carlson
were the first ones to volunteer
to host the January bridge session
at the Fahrni Realty classroom on
Sunday, the 17th. All 8 regular
players arrived early, so play beShirley Ihara gan a little before 1 pm.
At the end of the regular 5 rounds of play,
Dan Matthews had the highest score of 5,720,
followed by Leney Vine at 4,920, Les Ihara at
4,410 and Judy Lutfy at 3,920. Other lesser
scorers were: Mitzi Austin, Dayle Carlson,
Shirley Ihara, and Jean Chase. For the first
time in many months, there were 2 small slams
bid and made. Leney Vine was a partner in 2 of
them, first with Mitzi and then later with Dan.

January Champions
Seated, left to right, are: Leney Vine, Mitzi Austin, & Judy Lutsy
Standing are: Dan Matthews & Les Ihara
The next bridge session will be held on Sunday,
21 February at the Fahrni Realty Classroom, beginning at 1 pm. Hosting that session will be
Dan Matthews, so if interested players have not
signed up, they need to call Dan at 351-2114 or
email to: dmatthews@consultant.com. Or call
Shirley Ihara at 239-7947, not later than Wednesday, 17 February.
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We just received the new combined Hawaii
Aloha Chapter Membership Directory and noticed several members and/or spouses who
joined us last year who are bridge players.
Therefore, we want to invite them to join us or
contact us if they are interested in or have questions about our program which was initiated
and still exists for the benefit and enjoyment
of our chapter members and spouses.

December Golf Report
Another dedicated, group of
golfers gathered at the Navy
Marine Golf Course on
Wednesday, 27 January to enjoy
a round of golf and fellowship.
The weather was nice, but a bit
“voggy”.
Curtis Lee With a few exceptions, the net
scores were again very close! So close that the
blind pairings drawing placed the pairings of
Janice Kinoshita and Bob Renaldo/John
Ma and Diane Hara in a tie for First Place,
followed by Walt Kinoshita and Norman Fujiwara. Closest to the pin winners on the par 3
holes were Diane Hara on two holes and Ryan
Lamb and Ira Tagawa on the others.
Our next outing will be at Barbers Point on
Tuesday, 23 February. We look forward to your
participation!
Some comments about Golf and What it
Means for your consideration: Golf is like
marriage, if you take yourself too seriously it
won’t work, and both are expensive. Then,
golf is a hard game to figure out. One day
you’ll go out and slice it and shank it, hit it into
all the traps and miss every green. The next
time you go out and for no reason at all you
really stink! And finally, golf can best be defined as an endless series of tragedies obscured
by the occasional miracle, followed by a
good bottle of beer. Aloha!
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii User Group)
by Lou Torraca
http://www.the-tug.org
As promised, here are my final 6 Award-winning innovation picks
from the big show. Last one is for all you folks to help achieve your
New Year resolution.
DIGITAL IMAGING
Ricoh Theta S

The Ricoh Theta S is a first-of-its-kind spherical imaging
camera that captures 360-degree scenes surrounding the
user. It produces photos and videos that enable viewers
to see the entirety of a scene by scrolling up, down, sideways and
all around in the resulting image. https://www.ricoh-usa.com/
VEHICLE INTELLIGENCE
Smart wheel

The SMARTwheel™ is the first intelligent steering wheel
cover that helps prevent distracted driving by utilizing patented sensing technology to change people's driving habits via real
-time feedback of unsafe driving behaviors and post drive review
via the companion app. http://smartwheelusa.com/
IN-VEHICLE AUDIO-VIDEO
Dragon Drive

Nuance’s Dragon Drive Automative Assistant
provides robust, proactive personal assistant capabilities such as voice biometry, contextual learning,
dealer CRM capabilities and personalized daily updates, all in an
automotive-grade solution. http://www.nuance.com/index.htm
WIRELESS HANDSET ACCESSORIES
Deeper-Smart Fishfinder

Deeper Fishfinder is a smart sonar that works in
conjunction with your smartphone. It is specially
created for professional and amateur anglers, designed to locate fish, get information about depth, water temperature, bottom contour and much more. Deeper operates in
both fresh and salt water. https://buydeeper.com
HEADPHONES

JBL Reflect Aware
The JBL Reflect Aware headphones delivers both best
in class noise cancelling performance and the ability to
adjust noise level from your environment for greater
awareness, it requires no battery because they draw power and
audio directly from the lightning connector on Apple devices.
http://www.harmanaudio.com/
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SOFTWARE & MOBILE APPS
DietSensor

Pioneer in automatic nutrient tracking, DietSensor
brings a new level of simplicity and accuracy to diet trackers for people overweight or with food-related chronicle
diseases. It analyzes the food with a click
of a button using a micro scale and
SCIO, the first molecular sensor that fits
in a hand. http://www.dietsensor.com
That’s it for now…next time I’ll share comments from some of the “gurus” regarding their
“take” on the CES show. Aloha, Lou & Pooky

Hau'oli lā hānau!
Partial List of

February Babies
Umberto Amerio
William Goodhue, Jr.
Richard Pickens
Stanley Furukawa
Edna Sakamoto
Angel Cunanan
James Deutch
Thomas Farrell
Robert Katase
Donald Dismuke
Lawrence Enomoto
James Hickerson
Rowena Okita
Bruce Smith
Marion Von
James Smith, Jr.
Calvin “Kelly” Lau
Michael Golojuch
Steve Avilla
Joseph Chaves
Stanley Yasumoto
Doris Wolfe
Robert Ishimoto
Phillip Olsen
Glen Van Ingen

2/02
2/05
2/06
2/08
2/09
2/10
2/10
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/14
2/14
2/17
2/17
2/17
2/18
2/22
2/24
2/26
2/26
2/26
2/27
2/28
2/28
2/28

Best Wishes for many, many
more Birthdays!
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People born in the Year of the
Monkey (2004, 1992, 1980, 1968,
1956, 1944, 1932, 1920) are characterized as quick-witted, curious,
innovative and mischievous, but it
is also believed to be one of the
most unlucky years in the Chinese
calendar.
The general image of people in
this zodiac sign is of always being
smart, clever and intelligent, especially in their career and wealth.
They are lively, flexible, quickwitted and versatile.

Trivia Answer
F O R T Y Do you remember 40?
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2016 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors

Effective 1 May 2015
George Sullivan, USN — Chairman
623-2243
alohasully@earthlink.net
Tamara Degraffenread, USA
334-237-1579
ivydegraf@gmail.com
Lawrence Enomoto, USAF
685-1521
lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com
Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
John Kim, USAF
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
John Ma, USA
486-4805
john.ma08@yahoo.com
Ira Tagawa, USA
487-5448
itagawa@yahoo.com
Mark Torreano, USAF
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com

Executive Committee, Com- Executive Committee, Committee Chairs & Activities (Cont.)
mittee Chairs & Activities
President:
John Ma, USA
486-4805 john.ma08@yahoo.com
Vice Presidents: Mark Torreano, USAF
343-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
&
Stephen Tom, USA
595-2570 stephentom2000@aol.com
&
Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935 hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Secretary:
Ira Tagawa, USA
487-5448 itagawa@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349 jssk3155@gmail.com
Auxiliary Liaison: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248 jayn28@gmail.com
Chaplain:
Bob Walden, USAF
348-4868 walden33@hotmail.com
Community Affairs: Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
JROTC/ROTC: Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935 hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488 bobleehnl@msn.com
&
Tom Smyth, USMC
531-2829 tjsmyth6@aol.com

Membership:
Lawrence Enomoto,
USAF
685-1521
lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Mark Torreano, USAF
342-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
Publications/PR: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: George Sullivan, USN
623-2243 alohasully@earthlink.net
Bridge:
Shirley Ihara
239-7947 lsi@hawaii.rr.com
Fundraising:
Herb Nakagawa, USAF
271-1172 shibikoherb@yahoo.com
Golf:
Walt Kinoshita, USA,
395-9570 waltkinoshita@mac.com
&
Curtis Lee, USA
389-8568 leecd001@hawaii.rr.com
TUG:
Lou Torraca, USAF
254-3286 af06hi@gmail.com
Webmaster:
Bob Ranaldo
203-510-6279 bobranaldo@yahoo.com

Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
389-8568

Curtis Lee, USA,
leecd001@hawaii.rr.com

