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2017 & 2020 Chapter Ra�ng 

COL Marvin J. Harris 5-Star Communications Award for Printed Newsletters—2018 & 2019 

November General 
Membership Meeting 

 On Thursday evening, 10 No-
vember, 27 chapter members and 
guests met in the gazebo at Hick-
am Officers’ Club for our annual 
General Membership Meeting to 
elect three new directors out of 
the four nominated by the Nomi-
nating Committee.  Also, chapter 
officers gave their annual reports. 

 The meeting was called to 
order at 1745 by Vice Presi-
dent Mike Fricano, followed 
by the Pledge of  Allegiance. 

 After a recognition of  the Ma-
rines in the gathering in celebra-
tion of  the Corps’ 247th birth-
day, a quorum was confirmed 
by Mike.  Thus, Wes Fong was 
able to proceeded with conduct-
ing a blind ballot election for 
the three new directors with the 
results to be announced after 
our Mongolian BBQ dinner. 

 Chaplain Fred Staedel gave the 
invocation prior to dinner and, as 
everyone was finishing their 
delicious meal, the results of  
the election were revealed:  Fred 
Brunson, Kelly Lau and Jason 
Seal are our new directors for the 
next three years.  They represent a 
nice mix  of our military—Navy, 
Army and the Marines, respectively. 

Both the national Military Officers Association of America and the Hawaii Aloha Chapter are non-partisan organizations 

December Brunch/
Christmas Party 

 As of  the end of  November, 
only 27 members and guests 
have indicated their intention to 
attend our gala Christmas 
Bruch/Party at 1000, Sunday, 11 
December, at the Tradewinds 
Club, 150 McClelland Street, 
across the street from the Par 3 
Golf  Course on Hickam AFB. 

 This event will be a sumptu-
ous feast featuring numerous 
entrees, door prizes, and fellow-
ship, all for only $29 per person. 

 Please see the map on Page 4 
and submit the Reservation 
Form on page 7 ASAP.  A final 
head count needs to be sub-
mitted next week. 
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 Before the meeting ad-
journed at 2030, the chapter 
officers gave their reports.   

 VP Mike Fricano gave the 
President’s Report for Mark 
Webster who was recovering 
from abdominal surgery. 

 Treasurer John Kim gave 
both the General Fund and 
the Scholarship Fund Reports. 

 Toni Correia gave an over-
view of  the Pacific JROTC 
programs and the new 
NROTC program at UH. 

 Mike Fricano and Deputy 
Membership Chair Kathy Ebey 
reported that we had 418 mem-
bers in 2018 and about 280 now. 

 Finally, Mike gave his report 
on past and proposed fu-
ture programs. 

Photo by Debby Fricano 

The three directors elected to the Ha-
waii Aloha Chapter Board of  Di-
rectors, left to right, Jason Seal, 

Kelly Lau and Fred Brunson 
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NOTICE 

This newsletter, my 204th issue of  Nā Leo O Nā 
Koa, is an official publication of  Hawaii Aloha 
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of  Ameri-
ca, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii  96820. 
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

The Trivia Question 

WOW... Seems like something going on in De-
cember every week...of  course we live here on 
Oahu so we are very familiar with the Decem-

ber 7 attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941.  How 
about December 1 - that's a big day- what hap-
pened?  On December 20 that's an important 
date... what happened?  And on December 25 
that was a big day in the colonies... wha hop-

pin?  And last but not least, how 'bout Decem-
ber 11?  What will happen on the 11th? 

See Trivia Answer Page 7 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA 

 President’s Message 

 By Mark Webster 
 Lucky we live Hawaii! 
 We have heard that exclamation many 
times over the years.  It is still mostly 

true in spite of  Hawaii being one of  the states in 
America with the highest prices, lava flows, tsuna-
mis, and threats from occasional hurricanes. 

 On the positive side, most of  us if  not all of  us 
are now financially secure and not worried about 
volcanic eruptions and tsunamis.  We have much  
to be thankful for.  We enjoy the best weather on 
the planet day after day.  (I believe that the local 
newscasts spend way too much time talking about 
our beautiful weather.)  Hurricane season ended 
the last day of  November.  For the third year in a 
row we were barely threated by hurricanes. 

 Compared to other places in the world, such as 
China, Iran and Ukraine, we are indeed very 
lucky.  What is happening in those three coun-
tries is atrocious.  In all of  them the citizens are 
protesting and/or fighting for the freedoms we 
enjoy.  On the mainland, the rampant crime and 
invasions of  illegal immigrants there are not a 
problem here, thankfully. 

 We should also be thankful for the advances in 
science and technology which enable us to have a 
comfortable and healthy lifestyle.  In fact, the 
changes are coming so fast that it is impossible to 
keep up.  Some of  the innovations are absolutely 
amazing. 

 This is especially true in the advances in modern 
medicine.  For example, scientists, I have read, are 
working on a vaccine for cancer which may be 
available by 2030.  I don’t know what cancer it will 
specifically target, but it would be a huge leap for-
ward for humanity.  Presently, they have developed 
miracle chemotherapy concoctions for specific 
cancers which attack those nasty, malignant cells 
instead of  your own cells.   

 And, the surgical techniques developed to excise 
cancers are greatly appreciated, especially by me.  I 
am thankful that the operation by a skilled surgeon 
to remove my pancreatic cancer was successful.  It 
was on and embedded in my pancreas.  About 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 7 Dec 2022 0700, Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration, 
(Wednesday) Pearl Harbor National Memorial 

 7 Dec 2022 1800, Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Parade, 
(Wednesday) Ft. DeRussey to Kapiolani Park, Waikiki 

19 Dec 2022  0900, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Course, 
(Monday)  Kaneohe Marine Corps Base Hawaii 

23 Dec 2022 2300, Remembrance and Vigil at the Capitol, 
(Friday)   Korean/Vietnam Memorial  

20 Jan 2023  1115, Annual Installation Meeting/Luncheon
(Friday)   Oahu Veterans’ Center 

60% of  my pancreas was removed and all of  my 
spleen which shares the same blood supply.  I will 
have to endure five more chemotherapy sessions 
to ensure that any lingering cancer cells are killed. 

 Finally, we have the fellowship of  our friends 
and family.  I am looking forward to that for 
many, many years.  Yes, indeed, we have much 
for which to be thankful!  Merry Christmas!! 
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Counting Cadence in Manoa 

Submitted by  Ira Tagawa 

 It was a typical 
Tuesday morning 
at the dormitory.  
Early wake up, put 
on our thickly 
starched khaki Ar-
my uniforms, then 
head to UH Manoa 
for drill and cere-

monies at Bachman Field.  This was the 
routine for ROTC cadets.  We would draw 
our M1 rifles before standing in formation.  
After colors and ceremonies, we would 
march by units down to Cooke Field in the 
quarry.  We marched around the track and 
passed in review.  The cadre judged our 
performance, and we would eagerly await 
the results later in the morning.  Our unit, 
C Company, received top honors most of  
the time.  We were led by a great bunch of  
officers and NCOs.  All were good leaders 
but one NCO in particular stood above the 
rest.  He was an inspiring leader who pos-
sessed remarkable military bearing and 
gave out precise commands.  He exuded 
confidence and was the kind of  leader that 
you would want to lead you on the battle-
field.  ROTC was mandatory for males, 
and for some, early morning drills were 
dreaded.  It was remarkable that our lead-
ers were able to motivate us to perform 
with precision.  We were all in sync and 
knew we were the best.  It was the 1962-
1963 academic year at UH. 

 Now it’s 2022, 60 years later.  We are now 
all senior citizens, our military days a dis-
tant past.  We went our separate ways, 
serving in various theaters.  I have recently 
moved to a senior residence that is popu-
lated with many veterans.  Our facility 
honors residents who are veterans on Vet- 

Please see UH ROTC on Page 4 

.Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

 Early on Wednesday morning, December 7, 2022, 
many will gather at Pearl Harbor National Memori-
al for the 81st Commemoration.  The early start at 
0700 allows those in attendance to get settled at the 
moment to the minute 81 years ago when Japanese 
warplanes descended on Oahu, killing 2,403 ser-
vice members and civilians, injuring thousands 
more and dealing a near fatal blow to the Navy’s 
fleet at Pearl Harbor. 

 The mostly young Americans who died that day, 
along with those who served in uniform during 
World War II or on the home front war effort are 
collectively known as the Greatest Generation.  
Their sacrifices reflect the theme of  this year’s 
Commemoration:  Everlasting Legacy. 

 The focus is the importance of  remembering 
Pearl Harbor and how the Greatest Generation 
saved us from tyranny and brought us peace 
through reconciliation. 

Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade 

 The theme of  the Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade is 
"remembering our past while celebrating that once 
bitter enemies can become friends and allies."  The 
purpose of  the parade is to honor and pay respect to 
the Pearl Harbor survivors, our veterans, active duty 
military and their families.  The parade takes place 
each year in Hawaii on December 7th, the anniver-
sary of  the Pearl Harbor attack.  It will start at 1800 
on the Kalakaua Avenue side of  Ft. DeRussey and 
end at Kapiolani Park.  Chapter members are en-
couraged to participate as a walker or spectator. 

 Now, over 80 years later, Americans and people 
from all over the world gather to pay tribute to those 
whose service and sacrifice preserved freedom and 
liberty at home and abroad.  During this five year 
WWII commemoration period, the Pearl Harbor Me-
morial Parade will commemorate the anniversary of  
the attack on Pearl Harbor.  This will be an important 
reminder of  that fateful day, while providing hope 
that from conflict and the devastation of  war, 
peace and friendship can occur.  
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UH ROTC From Page 3 

erans Day.  A program lists their names.  There is 
a familiar name, a name from the past.  Gee, I 
wonder if  it’s the same guy who inspired us in 
marching with crisp cadence calls.  The years have 
altered our appearance.  We are now gray and have 
picked up some weight.  Some have canes and 
walkers.  I had seen him around often but did not 
connect him to the old days on campus.  Yes, it 
was him.  It was a privilege to meet him again after 
60 long years, and to tell him how he motivated us.  
The years have not dimmed my recollection of  
those Tuesday morning drills of  yesteryear. 

 Our lives and careers are influenced by some 
who serve as great role models.  We remember 
those who boosted our confidence and urged us to 
give our best effort.  It is particularly rewarding 
when we reconnect years later with those who left 
indelible impressions on us.  You have all had im-
pressive military careers.  Along the way, there 
must have been guys like that NCO I knew who 
you respected and who helped to enhance your 
careers.  You may have received numerous awards 
and decorations but what is more important is 
what you did to boost the lives of  others. 

After passing the Hickam sentry, keep left to go on-
to O’Malley Road.  Very shortly there will be a ramp 
on the right which will take you to Kuntz Ave.  Just 

past the golf course, turn right onto McClelland 
Street to get to the Tradewinds Club on the left. 

Directions to the 

Tradewinds Club 

Wreaths Across America 

 At 0800 on Saturday, 17 December,  Wreaths 
Across America will be at National Memorial 
Cemetery of  the Pacific, Punchbowl, to Re-
member and Honor our veterans through the 
laying of  Remembrance wreaths on the graves 
of  our country's fallen heroes and saying 
the name of  each and every veteran aloud. 

Christmas Eve Vigil at the 
Capitol 

 A group of  Korean and Vietnam war veter-
ans will gather once again on the Richards 
Street side of  the Hawaii State Capitol by the 
Korean/Vietnam Memorial.  This annual event 
to remember our fallen fellow veterans will 
begin at 2300, Friday, 23 December, and 
end early Christmas Eve morning. 



By Dr. Fred P. Staedel 
 In last year’s December 
“Chaplain’s Corner” it was 
shared with a prayer that the 
answer to that prayer would be 
a release from the COVID plague.  Also, the 
article expressed that its giving would be a 
“gift of  joy.” Therefore, this joy will be repeat-
ed herein and hopefully with some laughter 
with the following “Holy Humor!” 

 A father was approached by his small son 
who told him proudly, “I know what the Bi-
ble means!” His father smiled and replied, 
“What do you mean you know what the Bible 
means?” The son replied, “I do know!” 
“Okay,” said his father, “What does the Bible 
mean?” The son joyfully replied, “It stands 
for ‘Basic Information Before Leaving 
Earth!’”  

 There was a very gracious lady who was mail-
ing an old family Bible to her brother in an-
other part of  the country. “Is there anything 
breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk. 
“Only the Ten Commandments!” answered 
the lady.  

 There is the story of  a pastor who got up 
one Sunday and announced to his congrega-
tion: “I have good news and bad news. The 
good news is, we have enough money to pay 
for our new building program. The bad news 
is it is still out there in your pockets!”  

 A joyful minister wanting to teach a lesson 
but yet bring laughter and joy to his congrega-
tion ended his service with, “People want the 
front of  the bus, the back of  the church, and 
the center of  attention!”  

 So let us all be “joyful ministers” this holiday 
season and share the “joy of  the holidays.”  
“These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be full.” (John 15:11)             Fred 

The SBP-DIC Offset Phased 
Elimination: What Surviving 

Spouses Need to Know 
About 2023 

Source:  DFAS Retiree Newsletter, September 

 Next year, on February 1, 2023, surviving 
spouses will receive their full Survivor Benefit 
Plan payment from DFAS and their full De-
pendency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 
payment from the VA.  This is because February 
1, 2023 will be the first SBP annuity payday after 
the SBP-DIC Offset is fully eliminated, which 
takes effect January 1, 2023. 

 The Special Survivors Indemnity Allowance 
(SSIA) will no longer be paid after the January 
3, 2023 payment, because SSIA is only paid to 
spouses who have their SBP payment offset by 
DIC 

 As a reminder, the SBP-DIC Offset Phased 
Elimination only affects SBP payments issued 
by DFAS. The changes do NOT affect De-
pendency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 
payments from the VA. 

 Eligible surviving spouses will continue to receive 
the full amount of  DIC from the VA. To help 
spouses who are entitled to both SBP and DIC in 
2023 understand the effect of  this change, DFAS 
will mail letters in December with individual esti-
mates of  2023 SBP payments. 

 Check out the new Quick Reference Guide on 
the special focus webpage: https://
www.dfas.mil/sbpdicnews. 

 In the third and final phase that begins Janu-
ary 1, 2023, the SBP-DIC offset will be fully 
eliminated.  That means spouses will begin to 
receive their full SBP monthly payments with 
no offset (no reduction) beginning with their 
January 2023 entitlement, which will be paid on 
February 1, 2023. 

 DIC payments will not be affected. 

 The SBP benefit will be paid in full (no offset). 

 SSIA will NOT be paid. 

No. 12, December 2022           Nā Leo O Nā Koa                                                                                    Page 5 



Page 6 Nā Leo O Nā Koa                                          No. 12, December 2022 

November Golf Report 

HAMOAA Golf  News 

 Weather report for our HAMOAA 
Golf  Club play on Monday, 21 No-
vember 2022:  Beautiful sunny 
weather, with a cool day for golf.  
One down side, winds were up, 25-
30 mph (my estimation), which 
made the course play a lot harder 
than when the winds are calm, very 
challenging.  However, Dave 
Umeda wasn’t fazed; he shot a blis-

tering net score of  61 (I need to drop his handicap!) 

 Our team placement with the blind draw: 
  1st Place:  Dave Umeda/Alika Watts 
  2nd Place:  Ira Tagawa/John Ma 
  3rd Place:  Lance Okihara/Kelly Lau (third 
place tie breaker, 3rd hole) 

 Our next outing is scheduled for Klipper Golf  
Course, MCBH, at 0900, Monday, 19 December. 

 MOAA members and guests are invited to join 
our golf  outings.  Please contact Les Bise, 
bisel001@hawaii.rr.com; 808-227-1462.  Les 

Leslie Bise 
Director of  

Golf  (DOG) 

Best Wishes for many, many 
more Birthdays! 

Gary Hamada    12/08 

Stephanie Marshall 12/10 

Paul Stankiewicz  12/11 

Ed Cruickshank  12/12 

James Iwamura   12/16 

Gary Hara      12/17 

William Phillips  12/17 

John Seely      12/23 

Marvin Baum    12/26 

Stephen Tom    12/27 

Annie Hazelbaker 12/29 

Gilbert Hicks    12/29 

Ed Gayagas     12/30 

Richard Rankin   12/31 

Hau'oli lā hānau 

Partial List of Known 

December Babies 

Expired Memberships not listed 

Sick Bay 

 Your perennial membership chairman, publisher 
and president, J. Mark Webster,  completed his 

seventh 6-hour chemotherapy session on Tuesday, 
27 September, at the Queen’s Cancer Center to 
shrink his pancreatic cancer enough to surgically 
remove it.  On 3 November he had a complex 6-
hour operation called a distal pancreatomy and 

splenectomy followed by six days in the hospital. 

Happy Third Birthday to the 
U. S. Space Force 

 The U.S. Space Force was 
established 20 December, 
2019, when the National De-
fense Authorization Act was 
signed into law by President 
Trump (with bi-partisan sup-
port), creating the first new 
branch of  the armed services 

in 73 years.  The establishment of  the USSF result-
ed from widespread recognition that Space was a 
national security imperative. When combined with 
the growing threat posed by near-peer competitors 
in space, it became clear there was a need for a mil-
itary service focused solely on pursuing superiority 
in the space domain.  

 For the last 60 years space capabilities have be-
come essential to the way a modern military con-
ducts operations. Investments in space capabilities 
have increased the effectiveness of  operations in 
every other domain. The U.S. military is faster, bet-
ter connected, more informed, precise, and le-
thal because of  space. 

Historic Space Exploration 

 December will mark the 50th anniversary of  the 
launch of  NASA’s final Apollo mission, which 
took three astronauts to the moon and back in 
December 1972.  Apollo 17 was the sixth mission 
to successfully land astronauts on the moon, 
bringing the total number of  humans who have 
walked on another world to 12.  Budget cuts 
brought the Apollo program to an end, and space-
exploration efforts shifted to missions to low-
Earth orbit, such as the Space Shuttle and the 
International Space Station. 
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Trivia Answer 
 December 1 is when Iceland 

gained its independence in 1918. 

 December 20, 1860, is when 
South Carolina seceded from 

the Union. 

 December 25, 1776, is when 
General George Washington 
led troops across the Dela-
ware to surprise the British. 

 And, December 11 is the 50th 
Anniversary the Honolulu Mara-
thon!  Our own energizer bunny, 
Lou Crompton, will be earning 
yet another Finisher shirt!  Be 
aware and careful of  road clo-
sures on your way to our chap-
ter’s Christmas Brunch/Party at 

Hickam AFB. 



2022 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership 
Officers & Commi1ee Chairs 

President:    Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com 
Vice President: Mike Fricano, USAF 
  386-8575     heyref13@gmail.com 
Secretary:          Vacant  

Treasurer:     John Kim, USAF 
  988-3349 
  jssk3155@gmail.com 
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis 
  263-4248 
  jayn28@gmail.com    
Community Affairs:  John Ma, USA 
  486-4805                
  John.ma08@yahoo.com 
JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA 
  721-0401                
  Tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com 
Legislative Liaison:  Robert Lee, USA 
  486-1488                
  bobleehnl@msn.com 
Membership:  Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com   

Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

Military Officers Associa3on 

Of America 

P.O. Box 201441 

Honolulu HI 96820-1356 

2021 

2021 

Committee Chairs & Activities  

Membership Deputy:  Kathleen Ebey, 

  Surviving USN Spouse 

  488-0743 

  WeeTrees@hawaii.rr.com 

Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF

  526-3022  lcrompton@juno.com 

Programs:   Mike Fricano, USAF  

  386-8575    heyref13@gmail.com 

Publications: Mark Webster, USN 

  734-5994                

  Markster96816@gmail.com 

Veterans Affairs:  Vacant  

Golf:       Leslie Bise, USA 

  625-1010                  

  bisel001@hawaii.rr.com 

Webmaster:   Bob Ranaldo 

  203-758-1898  Bobranaldo@yahoo.com 

 Scholarship Fund Trustees 

Chairman:      John Ma, USA 

  486-4805  John.ma08@yahoo.com 

Board of Directors 
(Term Expires Year Indicated) 

Antoinette “Toni” Correia, USA (2024) 
 721-0401 
 tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com 
Wesley Fong, USA (2023) 
 595-6127 & 220-5266 
 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 
Mike Fricano, USAF (2023) 
 386-8575 
 heyref13@gmail.com 
John Kim, USAF (2023) 
 988-3349 
 jssk3155@gmail.com 
Calvin “Kelly” Lau, USA (2022) 
 373-7938 
 laukelly@hotmail.com 
Fred Staedel, USAF (2024) 
 445-1454 
 fps@hawaii.rr.com 
Ruth Stepulis, USA (2022) 
 395-1433 
 pnrn@hawaii.rr.com 
Roberta Sullivan, Surviving Spouse (2024) 
 623-2243 
 alohasully@earthlink.net 
Mark Webster, USN (2022) 
 734-5994 
 Markster96816@gmail.com 


