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Christmas Cheer  
 Just a reminder that our Community Affairs 
Committee has arranged for members from 
our group to spread cheer to the patients at the 
Center for Aging at Tripler Army Medical Cen-
ter (TAMC). Please come and join us as we 
sing carols and warmly greet each patient.  
Even if  you cannot carry a tune if  you had a 
bucket, you are most welcome. 

 We will gather in the foyer at the Center for 
Aging on Friday, 8 December, at 1000. If  you 
can, bring jingle bells and wear something red 
and/or green. For more information, contact 
Vernon Von at 732-3908. 

Hawaii State Chapter — Chartered 23 July 1959; Aloha Chapter — Chartered 27 January 2000 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter — Established 1 May 2015 

Never Surrender: 
The Ed Ramsey Story 

 The US Army’s last cavalry charge occurred on 
16 January 1942.  Lt. Edwin Ramsey’s F- Troop 
of  the 26th Cavalry was ordered to secure the 
village of  Morong on the West Coast of  Bataan, 
Luzon, Philippine Islands.  Upon arrival they 
found hundreds of  Japanese troops entering the 
village.  After assessing the situation, Lt. Ramsey 
lead his Filipino mounted platoon directly into 
the center of  the Japanese force.  This became the 
last cavalry charge in Army history. 

 Firing at point blank ranges, the alarmed Jap-
anese scattered in disarray and tried to flee 
across the river near the village.  Ramsey estab-
lished a skirmish line to hold them at bay until 
his two follow-on platoons arrived, followed 
later by a Filipino infantry unit.  This heroic 
effort slowed the advance of  the Japanese push 
south.  Under continuing attacks from US–
Filipino units, the Japanese suspended their of-
fensive on 8 February for rest and reinforce-
ments.  They resumed their offensive on 12 
March.  During this period, the 26th Cavalry 
served as a covering force in the mountainous 
region.  On 15 March, with the 26th Cavalry 
and infantry survivors, severely weakened by 
relentless combat, hunger, illness, and the sti- 
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter, 
MOAA 
 President’s Message 

 By Wesley Fong 

 Before they called it “shell shock” and 
“Combat or Battle Fatigue” and today they call it 
“PTSD.”  Whatever the name, it was very re-
warding to meet and talk with fellow soldiers 
who are recovering from PTSD at Tripler Army 
Hospital at the annual BBQ organized by the 
Oahu Veterans Center and hosted by our chapter 
in October.  Many had served more than two 
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Their injuries are 
not physically visible but they are all trying to 
cope and hoping to be contributing citizens in 
our community or continue their careers in the 
military.   We thank and salute them for their ser-
vice.  Mahalo to our Chair George Sullivan and 
all of  our members who attended and helped. 

 Mahalo to Chair Mike Fricano  for coordinating 
our annual general membership meeting.  Con-
gratulations to our new Chair, Gary Hara and 
new directors, Fred Staedel and Matt Sutton, 
and reelected directors, John Kim and Wes Fong.  

 A special thank you to our past Board Chair, 
Kelly Lau, for leading us in a successful 
MOAA Chapter year.  Also Mahalo to John 
Ma, for his past service as a Director. 

 Mahalo to Mark and Helene Webster for man-
ning the MOAA table at the annual AF/Navy Re-
tiree Seminar at Hickam AFB on 4 November. 

 Paul Frost, Program Director, Transition 
Center, MOAA, spoke to the Executive Board 
about recent legislative issues affecting veterans 
and veterans benefits.  Stay tuned, MOAA is 
working for us. 

 On a different note, just returned from a visit 
to Mexico and Cuba.  Cuba needs some time to 
get into the 21st century.  Interesting – they called 
the Bay of  Pigs incident an “American invasion.” 

 Looking forward to seeing you at our next 
General Membership/Installation meeting on 
10 January 2018 with a special guest speaker.    

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 2 Dec 2017 0900, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer 
(Saturday)  Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center (OVC) 

 7 Dec 2017  0745, National Pearl Harbor Remembrance  
(Thursday) Day Commemoration, Pearl Harbor, JBPHH 

 8 Dec 2017  1000, Christmas Songfest, Center for Aging, 
(Friday)   Tripler Army Medical Center (TAMC) 

15 Dec 2017 1700, Annual Christmas Dinner Party, Sunset 
(Friday)   Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith, Aiea Heights 

22 Dec 2017 0900, Golf Outing,  Navy/Marine Golf Course, 
(Friday)    943 Valkenburgh Street, Honolulu  96818 

29 Dec 2017 1730, The Ed Ramsey Story presentation 
(Friday)   by his widow; Hale Koa Hotel 

10 Jan 2018  1100, Installation Meeting and Luncheon, 
(Wednesday) Oahu Veterans’ Center, Foster Village 

 7 Feb 2018 1030, Chinatown Temple and Shrine Tour 
(Wednesday) and Luncheon 

13 Feb 2018 1000, EXCOM Meeting, Oahu Veterans
(Tuesday)  Center, Foster Village 

14 Mar 2018 1100, Meeting and Luncheon, Oahu
(Wednesday) Veterans’ Center, Foster Village 

NOTICE 
 This newsletter, my 144th issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa 
(12 YEARS!), is published monthly by Professional 
Image, Kapalama, as an official publication of Hawaii 
Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of 
America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii  96820. 

 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

 May I wish you and your family a Joyous 
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosper-
ous New Year! 

Mark and Helene 
Webster promot-
ing MOAA and 
our Hawaii Alo-
ha Chapter at the 
annual AF/
Navy Retiree 
Seminar 

The Trivia Question 
On 23 December 1907 what did BG James 
Allen, Army Chief  Signal Corps, do that still 

impacts us today, 110 years later? 

See Trivia Answer Page 6 
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Ed Ramsey Story from Front Page 

fling jungle environment, were ordered to 
slaughter the remaining 250 horses and 48 
mules.  Along with a limited supply of  curry 
and rice, the horse meat provided needed 
nourishment for the half-starved Bataan de-
fenders.  The remnants of  the 26 Calvary and 
Filipino army continued to fight bravely de-
spite limited ammunition and heavy casualties   
On 9 April 1942 all U.S. and Filipino forces 
were ordered to surrender.  (Source: World 
War II US Cavalry Unit Pacific Theater by 
Gordon Rottman.)  

 THE REST OF THE STORY:  Lt. Ramsey 
and his deputy Lt. Joe Barker refused to sur-
render and become P.O.W.s.  They escaped into 
the jungle and began a three-year plus odyssey 
of  survival, courage, leadership, sickness, dep-
rivation, self-taught guerrilla combat and intel-
ligence efforts.  Lt. Barker was later captured, 
tortured and killed. 

 Lt. Ramsey’s leadership resulted in the organ-
izing of  widely scattered bands of  dedicated 
Filipino resistance fighters into a guerrilla force 
of  over 40,000.  Their combat efforts caused 
disarray and fear within the Japanese invaders.  
These combat actions, along with the intelli-
gence information they sent to General Mac-
Arthur, contributed greatly to the eventual Jap-
anese defeat in the Philippines. 

 `The complete story is available in Ed’s 
book,” Lieutenant Ramsey’s War,” by Ramsey and 
Rivele, available on Amazon.  In addition, key 
events of  Ed’s life and ordeal of  years behind 
enemy lines were included in an interview by 
Oliver North for “Return to the Philippines.”  
Subsequently, a documentary, “Never Surrender:  
The Ed Ramsey Story” produced by Vanilla Fire 
Productions with Academy Award nominee 
Josh Brolin as narrator. was premiered at the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center and at the Reagan 
Presidential Library. 

 You have the op-
portunity to view 
this historical docu-
mentary at no 
charge and meet 
with Ramsey’s wid-
ow (Dr. Raquel 
Ramsey) and son 
(Douglas Ramsey).  
The viewing of  
“Never Surrender :  
The Ed Ramsey Sto-
ry” will be on 29 
December 2017, at 
the Hale Koa in the  

Kalia Room.  This 1 hour, 30 minute, documen-
tary of  Ed’s life will be followed by a question 
and answer period.  Please complete the below 
confirmation of  your attendance and mail it to 
Jim Gebhard at 107 Kailuana Place, Kailua, HI  
96734 or call him at 262-1165 or e-mail him at 
GebhardJim@aol.com.  Seats will be limited 
so please send in your reservations now.  Jim 

 

Christmas Party Update 
By the end of  November, there were 71 
Hawaii Aloha Chapter members and guests 
signed up for our annual Christmas party at 
the Sunset Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith. 

HAWAII ALOHA CHAPTER, MOAA 

RESERVATION FORM 

DECEMBER 29, 2017 

1730 – 2000 Kalia Room 

HALE KOA Hotel  

Refreshments 1730, Followed by 
screening and Q & A 

Member Name: _______________________ 

Spouse Name:______________________________ 

Dr. Raquel Ramsey, widow of Ed Ramsey, is 
presen�ng this event at her expense. 

Guests_______________________ 

Send in your reservation early; seats limited 
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Surviving Spouses 
By Jayne Henley-Davis 
 Does anyone think we should be con-
cerned about Food Safety?  That old 
can of Crab Meat that got lost in the 
back of the refrigerator shelf.....should 

we make a crab salad, or should I throw it out?  It's 
been there a very long time!  What to do?  What to do?  
One hates to waste "perfectly good food". 

 The dates on most food labels should serve as a guide-
line, but not as a hard fast rule; many foods, especially 
those that don't require refrigeration, still may be safe to 
eat after those dates.  Here is a guide to what those dates 
mean, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture: 
Sell by:  Tells the store how long to display the prod-
uct.  Always buy items prior to the sell by date on 
the label, especially if they are perishable. 
Best if used by or before:  This is not a safety date, but a 
reference to the date the food is at its peak of flavor 
and/or quality. 
Use by:  This dates established by the manufacturer 
as the date recommended for use of the product at 
its peak quality. 

 For fresh or uncooked items, use by dates should 
be followed closely, unless an item is frozen.  Fro-
zen foods can be consumed safely long after their 
use-by or sell-by dates. 

 The USDA recommends the following: 
♦ Poultry – one or two days    Beef and Pork – three 

to five days    Ground meat –  one or two days 
♦ Eggs –  three to five weeks. 

 WHAT YOU CAN DO to minimize your risk of 
food borne illness: 
♦ Store perishable fruits sand Vegetables in a re-

frigerator at 40 degrees or below. 
♦ Refrigerate perishable foods within two hours, or 

within one hour when it's 90° or more outside. 
♦ Eat Leftovers within three days unless they're frozen. 

 At this busy time of year, we should all be careful of 
what and how much we consume.  People tend to worry 
more about Meats than Fruits and Vegetables when it 
comes to food-related illnesses.  However, research has 
shown that seafood and produce are the two leading 
causes of food-borne illnesses.  Many of us believe we 
can tell if food is safe by its appearance or smell, but 
pathogens such as E. coli and Salmonella don't change 
the look of food and often don't affect its smell or taste. 

 If we are not already aware of reading labels, and reach-
ing to the very back of that refrigerator shelf, perhaps It's 
time to start on our New Year's Resolution for 2018. 

 Bon Appetite!  Aloha for now,        Jayne 

Add these Websites to your “Favorites” 

 h�p://www.moaa.org 

http://www.moaa-hawaii.org 

Chaplain’s Corner 

By Dr. Fred P. Staedel 

 Whether we celebrate Christ-
mas or Hanukkah or Kwanzaa 
or no special day in December, 
they are all part of what is called 
“The Holiday Season.”  And now the fashion is to 
generically wish people “Happy Holidays” rather 
than “Merry Christmas” or “Happy Hanukkah” or 
“Happy Kwanzaa” in order to not offend and/or 
to be “politically correct.” Yes, “Happy Holidays” 
works for everyone, even our atheist and agnostic 
friends. 

 Of course such greetings are happy greetings but 
superficial in that it begs the question what is the 
real meaning of the “Holiday Season” and all its 
major non-secular celebrations? To the Christian it 
is the birth of Jesus, but many biblical scholars tar-
get his real birth month probably in July.  Hanuk-
kah celebrates one battle of Jewish fighters who 
liberated the Land of Israel from Syrian Greeks. 
Kwanzaa is a “made up” celebration created by 
Maulana Karenga that began in 1966-67.  For me I 
would offer that all these seasonal celebrations 
have a deeper secular meaning; namely, “the act of 
giving.” 

 When we wish our friends happiness during the 
December holidays in whatever fashion we elect to 
deliver that wish, we are really giving them a heart-
felt wish for their welfare as a blessing.  Yes, we 
give physical gifts during the holidays, but when 
you give a holiday greeting to someone in whatever 
form it may take, it is actually giving a prayer.  Yes, 
a prayer! You are giving to them your hope for 
their happiness; and I would respectfully submit 
that such seasonal greetings to others are a very 
special gift indeed! 

 So how about praying for the happiness of others 
this holiday season using your holiday greetings 
with a touch of grace and reverence knowing that 
you are “giving” a special gift of human love?  
This approach not only blesses others but it 
will bless you as well.                Fred 
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November Golf Report 
 Due to inclement weather on a 
stormy Monday, 27 November, the 
scheduled golf  outing at the Leile-
hua Golf  Course was cancelled. 

 The next golf  outing  will be on 
Friday, 22 December, at the 
Navy/Marine Golf  Course. 

Curtis Lee, 
Co-Chairman 

John Scott      12/03 
David Milotta    12/07 
Gary Hamada    12/08 
Stephanie Marshall 12/10 
Paul Stankiewicz  12/11 
Ed Cruickshank  12/12 
James Iwamura   12/16 
Gary Hara      12/17 
William Phillips, Jr. 12/17 
John Carroll     12/18 
Tadahiko Ono   12/19 

Carl Kinoshita   12/21 
Roy Price       12/21 
Edward Jurkens  12/23 
John Seely      12/23 
Marvin Baum    12/26 
Tylene Dunbar   12/27 
Stephen Tom    12/27 
Edwin Gayagas   12/30 
Richard Meiers   12/30 
Richard Rankin   12/31 

Hau'oli lā hānau 
Partial List of Known 

December Babies 
Expired Memberships not listed 

Welcome To Our New Member 
Juan C. Vivar, CAPT, USN, Ret., Waipahu 

Personal Affairs News 
 MILITARY STAR card is now accepted at com-
missaries.  The National Defense Authorization Act 
[NDAA] of 2017 mandated that the AAFES man-
aged Military Star Card be accepted at Defense 
Commissary Agency stores in FY2018, which com-
menced 1 October 2017.  Commissaries already ac-
cept various credit cards so this card will be inte-
grated into their system.  Hickam was on board ear-
ly and Navy commissary started accepting MilStar 
cards 10 November.  Using the MilStar card is a 
good idea because AAFES or DECA does not have 
to pay a merchant fee percentage to the credit card 
company such as Visa or Mastercard... the percent-
age stays "on base" and can be used for facilities or 
giving back to organizations such as Morale & Wel-
fare activities.  You should be aware that you get a 
nickel discount per gallon using the MilStar card 
instead of a V or MC at a base gasoline station. 

 DO VA BENEFITS COVER NURSING 
HOME CARE? VA benefits provide for a range of 
long-term services which include, Nursing Home 
Care, Domiciliary Care, Adult Day Health Care, 
Geriatric Evaluation and Respite Care.  Nursing 
home benefits may be provided if specific qualifica-
tions are met; those are:  a veteran must be in need 
of such care and seeking nursing home care for a 
service-connected (SC) disability, OR is rated 60% 
SC and unemployable, OR is rated 60% SC and per-

manently and totally disabled (P&T) OR for any 
condition if the veteran hasa combined SC disability 
rating of 70% or more.  NSC and noncompensable 
zero percent SC veterans can apply for long term 
care in the VA but could be subject to long term 
care co-payments.  Veterans with a compensable 
service-connected disability are exempt from long 
term care co-payments. NSC veterans applying for 
Extended Care or the Nursing Home Care Unit 
may be required to complete VA Form 10-10EC to 
determine the family's current income and assets.  
Veterans may be discharged from a VA Nursing 
Home Care Unit (NHCU) without consent when 
VA nursing home care is no longer needed; for ex-
ample, if the veteran's needs can be met at home or 
in a private nursing home close to the family.  Vet-
erans requiring nursing home care for a service-
connected condition or a veteran rated 70% or 
more have mandatory eligibility for admission to 
Extended Care Services; and, those veterans are eli-
gible to have indefinite care provided to them in the 
VA or in a VA contracted nursing home.  Answers 
to questions like these can be found at the VA 
eBenefits website through the search function or 
their Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - 
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/
homepage.              Lou Crompton 

Life Member 
Jack Miller with 
ADM Scott Swift, 
Commander, 
PACFLT, on a 
rainy Veterans’ 
Day at the Hawaii 
Veterans’ Ceme-
tery, Kaneohe 
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii User Group) 
 By Lou Torraca 
 http://www.the-tug.org 

 By popular demand {:-)...my “On the first day of 
Christmas my true geek gave to me…” 
 BTW, a bit of trivia…a common misconception is 
that the twelve days of Christmas are the days be-
fore Christmas when they are actually the days after 
Christmas.  Furthermore, the notion of the twelve 
days of Christmas is known to many Americans on-
ly by the popular carol of the same name.  Ironically, 
though the importance of the actual twelve days of 
Christmas has been lost, the song has been infused 
with significant spiritual meaning that did not origi-
nally exist.  So, get hoppin’ and get your true-geek 
something they will love/cherish/adore/do flips 
over/…whatever. To help you along, I have listed a  
”winner” from the Best of Innovation Honorees for 
the Consumer Electronics Show 2018, held in Las 
Vegas each January, for each day.  A team of highly 
respected consumer technology designers, engineers 
and media judge each submitted product based on 
engineering, design, functionality, consumer appeal 
and how they compare to competitors in the mar-
ketplace. Without further ado…here are the 12: 
First Day: Digital Imaging Light L16 Camera 

Second Day: Software&Mobile Apps Camera 3D 
is a groundbreaking 3D scanning software  

Third Day: Smart Cities AR4, the revolutionary 
A.I. security camera 

Fourth Day: Computer Accessories Kensington 
VeriMark Fingerprint Key 

Fifth Day: Smart Energy Long-range wireless 
charging power for mobile and IoT applications 

Sixth Day: Vehicle Intelligence and Self-driving 
Technology EDGE3 Ambient Sensing for Chil-
dren Left Behind in Vehicles 

Seventh Day: Cybersecurity Bitdefender BOX 2 
is the cybersecurity hub for the connected home. 
It protects all internet-connected devices in your 
digital life, at home and on the go. 

Eighth Day: High Performance Home Audio-
Video BeoSound ShapeWall-mounted modular 
wireless speaker system combines superb sound 
with customizable design. 

Ninth Day: Robotics And Drones BUDDY is the 
revolutionary companion that connects, protects, 
and interacts with each member of your family. 

Tenth Day: Home Appliances: Lancey heater is 
the first smart electric heater equipped with a bat-
tery and a native energy management system. 

Eleventh Day: Head Phones: The secret to perfect 
sound is you! The nuraphone is the world’s first head-
phone to automatically learn and adapt to your unique 
hearing bringing your music back into sharp focus. 

Twelfth Day: Gaming The Trident 3 Arctic is the 
perfect gaming solution for those with space con-
straints or design requirements. 

Mele Kalikimaka me ka Hau'oli Makahiki Hou from Lou 

and, in spirit, Pooky 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter Aloha Shirts 
 There are still some members who have not yet 
received the custom embroidered Hawaii Aloha 
Chapter Aloha Shirts for which they have al-
ready paid, specifically, Toni Correia, William 
Ernst, Satoru Izutsu, Edward Keough, Patri-
cia Kuback, Robert Nagao, Walter Ozawa, 
Mel Soong, and Stephen Tom. 
 Your perennial publisher, Mark Webster, has 
your shirts in the trunk of  his car.  They will be 
available for pick up at our Christmas party. 

Trivia Answer 

BG James Allen issued a brief  specification and 
Request For Proposal for the first military air-
plane.  The Wright Brothers sold their plane to 
the government for $25,000.  Plane was deliv-
ered 1 September 1908 to Ft Myer, VA, for trials 
and accepted on 3 September [awarded a $5,000 
bonus for exceeding the speed spec.]. No mili-
tary airplanes more than 109 years ago!  What 
will our world look like 100 years in the future? 
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Tamara Degrafenread, USA  (2018) 
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Gary Hara, USA (2019) 
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 haragm@hawaii.rr.com 

John Kim, USAF (2017) 
 988-3349 
 jssk3155@gmail.com 

John Ma, USA (2017) 
 486-4805 
 john.ma08@yahoo.com 

Ira Tagawa, USA (2018) 
 487-5448 
 itagawa@yahoo.com 

Mark Webster, USN (2019) 
 734-5994 
 Markster96816@gmail.com 

2017 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership 
Execu�ve Commi$ee, Com-

mi$ee Chairs & Ac�vi�es 

President:    Wesley Fong, USA 
  595-6127  & 220-5266        
  wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 

Vice President: Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  markster96816@gmail.com 

Secretary:    Ira Tagawa, USA 
  487-5448   itagawa@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:    John Kim, USAF 
  988-3349   jssk3155@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis 
  263-4248   jayn28@gmail.com 

Chaplain:    Fred Staedel, USAF 
  445-1454    fps@hawaii.rr.com 

Community Affairs:  John Ma, USA 
  486-4805   john.ma08@yahoo.com 

JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA 
  832-3697 & 721-0401         
  toni_correia@notes.k12.hi.us 

Legislative Liaison:  Robert Lee, USA 
  486-1488   bobleehnl@msn.com 

Membership:  Mark Webster, USN 

  734-5994                
  markster96816@gmail.com 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

Military Officers Associa5on 

Of America 

P.O. Box 201441 

Honolulu HI 96820-1356 

Executive Committee, Committee 
Chairs & Activities (Cont.) 

Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
  526-3022  lcrompton@juno.com 

Programs:    Mike Fricano, USAF 
  487-1851   HeyRef@hawaii.rr.com 

Publications:  Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  markster96816@gmail.com 

Veterans Affairs: George Sullivan, USN 
  623-2243 alohasully@earthlink.net 

 Fundraising:  Herb Nakagawa, USAF 
  271-1172                
  shibikoherb@yahoo.com 

Golf:       Walt Kinoshita, USA  
  395-9570  waltkinoshita@mac.com 
  &       Curtis Lee, USA 
  836-6733 leecd001@hawaii.rr.com 

TUG:       Jack DeTour, USAF 
  487-2842  jackdet@hawaii.rr.com 

Webmaster:   Bob Ranaldo 
  203-510-6279  bobranaldo@yahoo.com 

 Scholarship Fund Trustees 

Chairman:      John Ma, USA 
  486-4805   john.ma08@yahoo.com 

2015 & 2016 


