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Retiree Seminar
Based on the sign-in sheets
and other factors, the estimated attendance at the 2016
Retiree Seminar at the Hickam
Officers’ Club on Saturday, 5
November, was about 290 retirees from all the services,
their spouses, and annuitants.
This annual seminar was again
very ably organized by the Retired Activities Office (RAO).
Including everyone from the
Military and Family Support
Center (MFSC), RAO, Navy
Health Clinic Hawaii, and the
exhibitors who staffed display
tables, there were approximately 337 people on the
club's covered back lanai.
Please See Seminar Page 7
Inside December Issue
Birthdays
7
Calendar of Events
2
Chaplain’s Corner
4
Chapter Leaders
8
Golf Report
5
Honolulu Marathon
5
Membership Application 7
New Members
3
Newsletter Distribution 7
Obituaries
3
President’s Message
2
Thanksgiving at OVC 3
TUG
6
Veterans’ Day Ceremonies 3
Vets Golden Age Games 5
Vietnam Remembrance 4

http://www.moaa-hawaii.org

December 2016

Thirty-two members and
spouses gathered for a fun evening of Mongolian BBQ at
1730, Thursday, 17 November,
on the rear lanai of the historic
Hickam Officers’ Club, JBPHH.
After selecting their individual
delicious meal, they assembled
in a private room for dinner followed by their annual General
Membership meeting.

man Mark Torreano, ROTC/
JROTC Chairman Ralph Hiatt,
and Community Services Chairman Wes Fong.
Then, Chairman Mark Torreano,
who was also on the Nominating
Committee, named the three nominees to the Board of Directors—
replacing Larry Enomoto, Ralph
Hiatt and George Sullivan—
specifically, Gary Hara, Calvin
(Kelly) Lau and Mark Webster.
He requested any additional nominees from the floor. There were

Mark Torreano, Chairman of
the Board of Directors, gave his
State of the Chapter Address, presenting an overview of the
monthly programs the chapter has
offered this year. At the conclusion
of his presentation he introduced
John Ma, chapter President, who
gave brief remarks about the future
of our chapter.
Brief Committee Reports were
then given by our Treasurer John
Kim, Membership Chairman
Mark Webster, Programs Chair-

none. Thus, the three nominees
were elected to the Board of Directors for a three-year term by a
unanimous voice vote.
Finally, the nominees to be Trustees filling the four vacancies in
the Scholarship Fund were introduced, namely, Les Bise, John
Kim, John Ma and Chester
Wong. Again, there being no further nominations from the floor,
all were unanimously elected by a
voice vote to be Scholarship
Fund Trustees.

General Membership Meeting
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter,
MOAA
President’s Message
By John Ma
As 2016 winds down, it is a good time to reflect -not just what we did in our chapter, but also
what we have accomplished personally and, perhaps, made a difference. We leave behind a very
contentious election and as a community and
nation we must reunite and work together for
the benefit of the generations that follow. Despite all the issues, we still live in a great country.
We had a nice turn out for our annual general
membership meeting in November. Congratulations to our newly elected directors, Gary Hara,
Calvin “Kelly” Lau and Mark Webster. We
also welcome our new Scholarship Fund trustees,
Leslie Bise and Chester Wong, along with John
Kim and yours truly, who extended for another 3
-year term. It is always good to have new faces
with diverse perspectives and renewed vigor.
With all the holiday preparations, December will
be a busy, but, hopefully, a fun
month. We have our annual Christmas dinner on Saturday, 3 December,
at the beautiful Sunset Lanai at Camp
Smith. Additionally, we are fortunate
to host a luncheon meeting with the
President of MOAA, Lt Gen Dana Atkins,
USAF, Retired, on Tuesday, 6 December. He will
be here for the 75th anniversary of the attack on
Pearl Harbor. Let’s have a good turn-out to show
him our aloha spirit and to hear from the top.
The end of 2016 will also mark the end of my
tenure, after three years, as your chapter president.
It has been a privilege to serve and help with the
merging of our two chapters. I am truly grateful
for all the hard work by all our committee chairs
and officers. Many of you have served a number
of years and worked tirelessly for benefit of our
members and the chapter. You have truly exemplified the spirit of “Never stop serving!”
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Recruiting is Everyone’s Responsibility
Your Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, is always
looking for new members—active duty and retired officers and auxiliary members. All are welcome and will enjoy the camaraderie of our chapter. Make it your goal to recruit a new member.
Cut out the Application for Membership on
Page 7 and carry it with you to be readily available
whenever an opportunity for recruiting arises.

The Trivia QuestionOn 3 December 1967, while some of us were
performing duty in RVN and others were prepping for Christmas stateside, who performed
the FIRST successful heart transplant ?
See Trivia Answer Page 4

Add these Websites to your
“Favorites”

http://www.moaa.org
http://www.moaa-hawaii.org
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
3 Dec 2016
(Saturday)
3 Dec 2016
(Saturday)
6 Dec 2016
(Tuesday)

1000, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer
Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center
1700, Annual Christmas Dinner Party, Sunset
Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith, Aiea Heights
1030, Luncheon with Lt Gen Dana Atkins,
USAF, Ret., MOAA President, Daedalian
Room, Wright Brothers. Café and Grille,
Hickam AFB, JBPHH
7 Dec 2016 0745, National Pearl Harbor Remembrance
(Wednesday)Day Commemoration, Kilo Pier, JBPHH
16 Dec 2016 0900, Golf Outing, Navy/Marine Golf Course
(Friday)
943 Valkenburgh Street, Honolulu 96818

NOTICE
nd

This newsletter, my 132 issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa,
is promulgated monthly as an official publication of Hawaii Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of
America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Welcome To Our New Members
Edwin J. Gayagas, COL, USA, Ret., Aiea
Brandt W. Higley , Capt, MSC, USAF; Honolulu
Christopher J. Mann, CDR, MSC, USN, Ret.;
Mililani
TAPS
Surviving Spouse Karla G. Cook, 19 November;
Hawaii Kai
Marcia Ann Deutch, 78, wife of Dr. James A.
Deutch, Lt Col, USAF, Ret., 11 November; Florida
Donald E. Devaney, 79, MAJ, USAR, Ret., 16
July, survived by wife Tokiko, son George, sister Elizabeth Leighton, four grandchildren and
three great grandchildren; Aiea
Frank G. Embree, 80, CAPT, USN, Ret.,
29 November; Castle Medical Center, Kailua
BINNACLE LIST
Mimi Torreano, broken upper left humerus

Koa Ohana Thanksgiving
On or about 0900 on Thanksgiving about 240
veterans and their families gathered at the
Oahu Veterans’ Center for a Thanksgiving
feast prepared and presented by Mo’s Heroes.
The purpose of Mo’s Heroes is to provide services to assist in reintegrating homeless veterans
into meaningful employment within the labor
force and to stimulate the development of effective service delivery systems that will address
the complex problems facing homeless veterans.
After the blessing and the pledge of allegiance
to the flag, a Thanksgiving brunch of everything from corn to yams was served at 1100.

Our Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA, was well
represented at the Veterans’ Day Ceremonies
that Friday at the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific, Punchbowl, in the morning and
at the Hawaii Veterans’ Cemetery, Kaneohe, in
the afternoon.
The stirring keynote speaker at the former
event was Major General Mark J. O’Neil, Chief
of Staff, U. S. Army Pacific.
The presentation of the wreaths was different
from previous ceremonies in that the veteran service organizations stood behind their displayed
wreaths instead of taking them to the stand.
The bountiful bouquets
and wreaths
festooning
the
Punchbowl
Memorial

Close up of our wreath
Jack Miller, left, at the
Governor’s Veterans’
Day Ceremony, Kaneohe

Reminders
Jack James, Helene &
Mark Webster all set
Mark Webster and Jaci to serve the corn to vetAgustin ready to volunteer erans and their families

Don’t forget our Christmas party, especially if you
paid, and the luncheon to meet Lt Gen Dana Atkins, USAF, Ret., the new President of MOAA, and
his wife Laura at the Wright Brothers. Café and
Grille, Hickam AFB, JBPHH, on 6 December.
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Annual Vietnam Remembrance
A group of Vietnam Veterans will gather again
on the Richards Street side of the Hawai‘i State
Capitol by the Korea/Vietnam Memorial on
Friday, 23 December 2016, at 2300 (11:00 p.m.)
together with supportive family and friends.
This will be the twenty-second year for this lowkey, un-sponsored event, which is simply about
fellowship, remembrance, and honoring those
we lost. Usually about 60 to 75 folks attend.
While nothing is required of those who come,
some bring small contributions. Maybe coffee or
a few snacks. Some may feel moved to share a
story about a buddy, or just say his name. Others
simply bring the gift of a supportive presence.
There may be a chaplain, although the gathering
is non-denominational. We'll open with a Hawaiian chant, and expect that a lone bagpiper will join
us again as he did at the 1994 dedication ceremony.
Around midnight, when it's already Christmas Eve
in Vietnam across the International Dateline, and
after all who wish have had their say, we'll close by
lighting candles and singing "Silent Night".
Most head on home shortly after that, but
many stick around to talk story, have some coffee and do some extra remembering.
Our thoughts and prayers will be with those
we served with who did not come home, and
with our younger brothers and sisters in uniform spending their Christmas Eve in harm's
way in Afghanistan, Iraq and other dangerous
places around the world.
All Vietnam Vets and anyone who ever cared for
one are welcome. Please share this reminder with
any others who might be interested. More info
available from Allen Hoe (521-6927), Tom Stirling
(383-2085) or Fred Kobashikawa (741-0583).
P.S. Hugs not mandatory, but plentifully
available.
Walter Ozawa

Trivia Answer
Can you say thank you to — Dr. Christiaan Bernard Yes, that is how he spelled his name. Christiaan, 78, died 2 September 2001 on Cyprus.
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Rev. Robert Walden
Wow! What an interesting election. It is amazing what happens
when things do not go quite as
expected. One of the things
which I have learned over the years about dealing
with liberals/progressives, is that they are all for
being open and accepting as long as you agree
with them. Unfortunately, if you do not agree
with them, you are dumb and stupid because everyone knows that they are right. I once had
someone get up and leave a church service because they did not agree with what I was saying
about being tolerant of opposing views. By being
peacefully tolerant of opposing views, we have
had a remarkably good run as a country. It only
works as long as we can believe that the good of
the whole is greater than the good of the few. It
is so easy for us to say that what is good for me is
the best for the whole if we do not have to listen
to opposing views. This is what the concept of
Christian Love is all about. Christ taught to love
one another as He loves us. And He loved us so
much that He gave His life for us. For too many
people the concept seems to be that we love God
so much that we are willing for them to die because of our beliefs. So many people seem to be
willing to kill others for their faith but not to give
their own lives. This just shows how weak their
faith truly is. Since they are unsure of their own
faith, they must get rid of anyone who disagrees
with them because it is such a threat to their own
faith. People who are sure of their own faith are
not threatened by the faith of others because it
does not affect their own faith and beliefs.
When you come up against someone who
feels strongly about something, listen to what
they are saying. It may, or may not, change
your view, but it is the way to show that we do
care about them, or in Christian terms, that we
do truly loves them as a child of God also.
Nothing we can say or do will change people’s
hearts, but God can and does change hearts.
As Jesus said, Love your neighbor as yourself. It makes both of your lives better.
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November Golf Report
Although the strong winds and
rain over the weekend subsided by
Monday, 28 November, the skies
over Leilehua Golf Course remained dark and threatening. As
Walter
12 MOAA members and 8 guests
Kinoshita began their round of play, they
were blessed with sporadic rain and sunshine.
Although the ground was soaked and our balls
did not roll very far, our spirits were high.
For the first time, our guests were allowed to
participate in our blind draw. As a result, our
first place winners with a combined net score
of 141, were Janice Kinoshita and Bruce
Patterson (John Kim’s guest). In second
place with a combined net score of 145, were
Ken Munechika and Warren Patrick (John
Kim’s guest). In third place with a combined
net score of 152, were Kelly Lau and John
Ma. Our closest to the pin winners were:
Janice Kinoshita (hole #2), Vernon Von (hole
#5) and John Ma (holes #12 and #17). Congratulations to all our winners.
It was a great day for golfing. In case you are
wondering what happened to Curtis Lee, our
regular golf reporter, he is recuperating from a
knee replacement operation. We miss him and
wish him a speedy recovery.
Our next golf outing is at the Navy/Marine
Golf Course on Friday, 16 December; the
first tee time is at 0937.
Walt

Honolulu Marathon
The annual Honolulu Marathon will start at
0500 on Sunday, 11 December. Roads and streets
will be blocked along the 26.2 mile route from
downtown to Hawaii Kai and back to Kapiolani
Park. On the bright side, our own Personal Affairs Chairman/former President, masochist Lou
Crompton, will be pacing the 15-minute-mile
group again. Good luck, and thank you for
representing all the rest of us stay-at-homers.

By Ed Gayagas
The National Veterans
Golden Age Games is the
premier senior adaptive
rehabilitation program in the United States, and the
only national multi-event sports and recreational
seniors’ competition program designed to improve
the quality of life for all older Veterans, including
those with a wide range of abilities and disabilities.
The VA challenges and encourages senior Veterans
to be proactive in embracing a healthier lifestyle.
The games are open to Veterans, ages 55 or
older, who receive health care from the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs.
Online registration for the 2017 National Veterans Golden Age Games in Biloxi, MS, 7-11
May, will open 1 February, and run through 1
March, 2017. Go to http://www.va.gov/
opa/speceven/gag/index.asp.
In 2011 VA Hawaii sponsored the Golden Age
Games here in Hawaii. Since then, most of the
financial support for transportation has been completely eliminated, leaving all expenses for travel
and lodging up to each participant. For some, that
became a significant burden so a 501c was created
called Team Hawaii to raise funds through golf
tournaments and other fundraisers. There are 12
diehards, including myself, participating in 15
events including track and field, swimming, gold,
air rifle, bowling, table tennis, etc. All 12 of the
athletes are disabled in varying degrees, and treated
by the VA. For myself, I participated in 10 events
this year in Detroit to include 100-meter and 200meter sprints, 1500-meter run, golf, bowling, 25meter free-style swimming, 50 back and 25 breaststroke; also did air rifles. Won 2 gold, 6 silver and
a bronze medal for age group 75-79.
On another note, VA Hawaii will be sponsoring a
Hawaii State Veterans games for those veterans who
are not eligible to participate in the regular Golden
Age Games. The Hawaii games will target any veteran 54 and below. It is still in the planning stages
and I will keep you apprised of developments.
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii
User Group)

by Lou Torraca
http://www.the-tug.org

By popular demand {:-)...my “On the first day
of Christmas my true geek gave to me…” For
new readers, I’ll repeat one of my earlier intros: Hard to believe, but as of the 1st of this month
(December) you have 24 days to get hoppin’ and get your
true-geek something they will love/cherish/adore/do flips
over/…whatever. So, as I have in the past I have scoured
the ‘net and here is my wish list …that should take care of
both the conservative shoppers who want their gifts ready to
go well ahead of THE day and the last minute shoppers
who always wait to see if the price goes down on Christmas
Eve!! (Some are sock stuffers and others, regular presents…for URLs, email me and I’ll get back to u.)
Enjoy your favorite music from your
shower or bath! You can connect wirelessly to
your cell phone, tablet or other Bluetooth-enabled
devices. The splash-resistant design is enhanced
by a high-quality speaker that also works as a
hands-free speaker for your phone.
360 Electrical 2-Outlet 306 Joules General Use Surge Protector with USB Charger.

Tyler Portable Sport Stereo CD Player,
AM/FM Radio, Aux & Headphone Jack.
NewerTech NuGuard Snap-On Laptop
Covers: protect your laptop in style. The custom
fit, two-piece hard shell covers with soft-touch exterior and vivid finish protects your laptop from
damage, is easy to install and remove, and features
rubberized feet to keep it stable and vent slots to
help prevent overheating.

NewerTech NuTouch Gloves: the coldweather solution for using iOS and Android
smartphones and tablets outdoors while wearing
gloves.
Mojio helps users protect their car and improve its performance. This tiny device connects
to the port of the cars on board computer. Users
can monitor their fuel consumption with the device and smartphone app and then act to improve
their gas mileage.
Tired of losing your ear buds every time
you go for a run? Wish you could cover your head
in the cold and still listen to great sound?
Bluefingers has you covered with their selections
of caps, beanies and hoodies!
Now photographers of all skill levels can
easily get rid of the red eye in their digital camera
and smartphone photos with this easily portable
Pocket Spotlight.

Show your pooch some tasty cheer with
organic, all-natural Custom Mini Pupcakes. This
set of four bite-sized carrot cake treats can be customized with your pet’s initial.
Love a challenge? Try telling the time on
this equation watch! Each hour has been replaced
with an equation equaling that number!
IN1 Multi Tool Case for iPhone 5 The
IN1 case is a rugged but beautifully designed multi
-tool/phone case perfect for people on the go.
Circuit Board Necktie. Emerald green
Short Circuit silk tie for your tech guy.
Merry Christmas to all and to all a goodnight.
Pooky and Lou
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Heads Up, Sit By

Hau'oli lā hānau!
Partial List of

December Babies

Expired Memberships not listed
If you feel you should be listed, advise
Newsletter Editor
John Scott
12/03
Kenneth Gormley 12/07
David Milotta
12/07
Gary Hamada
12/08
Paul Stankiewicz 12/11
Ed Cruickshank 12/12
James Iwamura 12/16
Gary Hara
12/17
William Phillips 12/17
John Carroll
12/18
Tadahiko Ono
12/19

Seminar From
Front Page
At the conclusion
a number of attendees mentioned that
they thought they
learned a lot at
the seminar.

Carl Kinoshita
Roy Price
Edward Jurkens
John Seeley
Noeline Khaw
Marvin Baum
Tylene Dunbar
Stephen Tom
Edwin Gayagas
Richard Meiers
Richard Rankin
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12/21
12/21
12/23
12/23
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/30
12/30
12/31
Mark
and
Helene
Webster
manning
the
MOAA
table

On Tuesday, 20 September, there was an Executive Committee meeting at Hickam AFB.
One of the items discussed was the monthly
expense of printing and mailing the monthly
newsletter, approximately $230/month, an
amount exceeding our monthly income. Consequently, our balance on hand in our chapter’s
savings is slowly being depleted.
The minimum requirement to qualify for the bulk
mail rate is 200 pieces at the USPS Bulk Mail Facility. We are at that point. Because of declining
membership, we will soon no longer qualify for this
privilege; the annual cost for this privilege is $190.
Also, the biennial distribution of the Membership Directory costs more than $2000 in
printing and mailing costs.
Accordingly, it was decided that sometime in
2017 we will discontinue the printed monthly
newsletters and Membership Directory and
promulgate only the e-mail editions. You will
be given ample notification that the newsletters
and directory will no longer be printed and
mailed and will only be e-mailed.
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2016 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors

Effective 1 July 2016
(Term Expires Year Indicated)
Mark Torreano, USAF — Chairman
(2018)
343-4877
mmtorreano@gmail.com
Tamara Degrafenread, USA (2018)
334-237-1579
ivydegraf@gmail.com
Wesley Fong, USA (2017)
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Ralph Hiatt, USA (2016)
383-1010
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
John Kim, USAF (2017)
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
John Ma, USA (2017)
486-4805
john.ma08@yahoo.com
Ira Tagawa, USA (2018)
487-5448
itagawa@yahoo.com

Executive Committee, Com- Executive Committee, Committee Chairs & Activities (Cont.)
mittee Chairs & Activities
President:
John Ma, USA
486-4805 john.ma08@yahoo.com
Vice Presidents: Mark Torreano, USAF
343-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
&
Ralph Hiatt, USA
395-5935 hiattr@hawaii.rr.com
Secretary:
Ira Tagawa, USA
487-5448 itagawa@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349 jssk3155@gmail.com

Membership:
Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Mark Torreano, USAF
342-4877 mmtorreano@gmail.com
Publications/PR: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: George Sullivan, USN
623-2243 alohasully@earthlink.net

Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248 jayn28@gmail.com

Fundraising:
271-1172
Golf:
395-9570
&
389-8568
TUG:
254-3286
Webmaster:
203-510-6279

Chaplain:
Bob Walden, USAF
348-4868 walden33@hotmail.com
Community Affairs: Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
JROTC/ROTC: Antoinette Correia, USA
721-0401 toni_correia/CIB/
HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488 bobleehnl@msn.com
&
Tom Smyth, USMC
531-2829 tjsmyth6@aol.com

Herb Nakagawa, USAF
shibikoherb@yahoo.com
Walt Kinoshita, USA,
waltkinoshita@mac.com
Curtis Lee, USA
leecd001@hawaii.rr.com
Lou Torraca, USAF
af06hi@gmail.com
Bob Ranaldo
bobranaldo@yahoo.com

Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
389-8568

Curtis Lee, USA,
leecd001@hawaii.rr.com

