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“CHRISTMAS IN IRAQ THROUGH THE EYES OF THUNDER PLATOON”
MAY 2005 BRING PEACE ON EARTH, GOODWILL TO ALL MEN AND WOMEN!!

UL: Qarrah Tappah Assault Team, UR: Taylor, Ferrell and Maxton, LL: Peguero testing Palmer, LR: Gibson in radar

DECEMBER

JANUARY

4 Dec (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) (1000)
Computer Training, Bishop Museum, Paki Bldg.

15 Jan (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) (1000)
Computer Training, Bishop Museum, Paki Bldg.

7 Dec (Tue) Xmas Party, Hale Koa Hotel (1800)

10 Jan (Mon) PAC Mtg, Hickam W&O (1200)

18 Dec (Sat) Excom Mtg, Hickam O’Club (1000)
Pikake Room, Note: BYO Coffee
18 Dec (Sat) MOAA Party Bridge (1900)
For reservations call Robbie Gee at 255-4558

21 Jan (Fri) Excom Mtg, MCBH O’Club (1130)
22 Jan (Sat) Chapter Luncheon (1130)
Speaker from National. Topic and location TBA
29 Jan (Sat) MOAA Party Bridge (1900)
For reservations call Robbie Gee at 255-4558
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YOUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Commander Jack Miller, USN (Retired)
What a gratifying experience to serve as President of the Hawaii Chapter for the past
two years. Now is the time for my final shout from the bully pulpit, so here it is:
First – a big mahalo nui loa for your donations to the Chapter funds. Our members have shown great
generosity and compassion by giving of their time and money for the just causes of the Chapter – i.e., ROTC
scholarships, USO, Service community support (this is $1000 a year rotated among the services), Adopt-APlatoon, Fisher House and more. Those who have reached into their pockets to donate, free from pressure
from their peers, have my highest personal respect. There are many fine charities around that support good
causes but few are directed to assist future officers of the U.S. Armed Forces. I feel it is patriotic to take care
of our own Military Ohana. Well done for your efforts!
Second – The legislation passed in the past two years to better the quality of life for the Military
Community has been significant. The TRICARE program for retired military families over age 65 was
needed, and it is estimated that the average retired military family will have an annual benefit of
approximately $3500 in value. MOAA’s lobbying efforts in Washington were the main driving force to get
Tricare for Life passed. We salute another MOAA effort in getting the “Military Widows Tax “ eliminated.
Please continue to support useful legislation by sending in the postcards that are attached to our monthly
national magazine, Military Officer, to our Congressional delegation.
Third – to the workers who make the Chapter tick – the Chapter would fold without your interest, hard
work and dedication. Just like we say thank you to an active duty serviceman for serving our country,
members please acknowledge your appreciation to the talented members of the Executive Committee and
other committees that make the activities of the Chapter happen. I do not dare to single out specific people or
acts, for this is only an eight page newsletter and that is not enough space to applaud the team. A simple but
hearty three cheers at the Christmas dinner will say it all.
Under the leadership of incoming President Colonel John Harms, USMC (Ret.), the purposes of the
Chapter, as set forth in our Bylaws (found in the back of the Membership Directory) will be met. He needs
your help, so please step forward when called upon. It has been an honor to work with you and to get to know
you better. A happy holiday to each and everyone of you.
Aloha and God Bless America, Jack

UPDATE from EYES OF THUNDER - -

CPT Adam Wojcik, 25th Field Artillery Detachment Cdr

Another month is upon us. Time continues to fly and the end is in sight. Please stay focused on seeing
us arrive home, but remember that our work is not finished here in Iraq. . . . Rumors and planning dates are
circulating like crazy. Please do not get suckered into believing the hype until you have heard the
information from us. We are working hard and thinking a lot about everything that will go into
changing responsibility with the next unit and heading home. This is a complex operation. Be patient. If
you are currently off island, you may want to start considering the date you will return to Hawaii. I would
recommend that families return to Schofield Barracks in early December in order to get a home and get
household goods out of storage. This will make your husband’s homecoming more normal. For family
members wishing to send Christmas packages, error on the side of being early. We hope to leave Kirkuk in
early January, so you should probably stop sending packages and mail in mid-November. We will get more
information on this time-table. Prepare for changes and bad information, but know that we will try to get
you all the data you need as quickly as possible. Take care. Everyone’s optimism makes us stronger, safer,
and so much more successful. Thanks.
Respectfully, Captain Adam Wojcik, Commander
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Board of Directors
Chair, RADM C Bruce Smith USN
COL Ron Bezanson USA
LtCol Louis Crompton USAF
COL John Harms USMC
Maj George Montague USAF
LTC HANK Heyenga USA
CDR Jack Miller USN
CAPT John Peters USN
CAPT George Sullivan USN

EYES OF THUNDER
Our platoon continues to serve with valor and two
BIG boxes are on the way, total weight right at 85
pounds. Contents: cookies, candies, nuts, Elvis, Bing
and Willie K Christmas music, modern CD music, 38
head bands, 12 Kodak disposable cameras, and more!
Heartfelt thanks to the Executive Committee, Board
of Directors, and each chapter member who have
provided gifts, letters, and prayers for our extended
ohana. Special thanks go to Fran Barr who is the
chapter pen pal and cookie baker! Big thanks go to
Nancy Woltman and Joanne Hauge for always helping without having to be asked.
We don’t know when the platoon will return,
so please continue your support with letters, cards,
and goodie boxes. Please remember each of them
and their loved ones in your prayers.
Direct line to Santa’s Helper is 488-0185.
—————————————————————-

LAVA Committee
The Legislative Affairs and Veterans Affairs
Committee will no longer schedule monthly
meetings. Meetings will be scheduled when the need
arises and announced in the PHK or by E-mail to
committee members.

Volume 19, No. 12 Pau Hana Koa
Published monthly by: Hawaii Chapter, MOAA
PO Box 1185
Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185
Subscription included in annual chapter dues.
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily Hawaii Chapter policy.
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THE BRIDGE CORNER by Robbie Gee
——————————————————————————--

The “Great Pumpkin” (but not Charlie Brown) was in
residence at the home of Jack and Carita Miller who
hosted the 20 Nov 04 meeting of the Hawaii Chapter
MOAA Party Bridge Group in their Kailua home.
Carita’s talented hand at decorating filled the house
with the spirit of falling leaves, and the aroma of the
delicious pumpkin dessert she made. She had good
reason to feel in a party mood because she held the best
cards of the evening and took first place with high
score, nudging hubby Jack Miller out of the top spot by
a mere 40 points. Third place finisher was Marian
Davis who was delighted to finish in the top three.
Among those who thought the dessert was better than
the cards were: Wally Barker, Judith Breitwieser,
Robbie Gee, Peg and Bud Hurless, John and Joan
Peters, and guests Jerry and Scottie East.
Remember to call me at 255-4558 not later than the
weekend before to reserve your seat at the bridge table.
Non-smoking players of all abilities are welcome, with
or without a partner. This is a FUN bunch who enjoy
another opportunity to socialize with their MOAA
friends and who don’t take their bridge too seriously!
The group usually meets on the last Saturday of the
month at 1900 in various locations around the island
on a rotation basis, but watch your Pau Hana Koa each

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
DIC for Remarried Widows: H.R. 2297 (Public Law
108-183) allowed survivors of members who died of
service-connected causes to retain Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation (DIC) if they remarry after
attaining age 57. Those who have already remarried
(and were age 57 or older when they did so) have until
December 16, 2004 to apply for reinstatement of their
DIC benefits. The application form is VA form 21-686c
(available on the Web at http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/
forms/21-686c.pdf).
——————————————————————-

Permanent ID Cards
Beginning 2005, retiree spouses and survivors age 75
and older will be able to obtain permanent ID cards.
Implementation details (how, where, when to get a
permanent card), are not yet available, but we will
report the details as soon as they become available
—Jerry Lesperance, PAC Committee
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Legislative Affairs Veterans Affairs (LAVA)
Captain George E. Sullivan, USN (Retired)
A comprehensive exhibition of military conflicts in American History is now on display at
the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History.
The exhibition, "The Price of Freedom: Americans at War" opened on Veterans Day and
covers the history of America's military from the Revolutionary War to the present conflict
in Iraq, with special focus on World War II and Vietnam.
"Americans at War" uses first-person accounts, video presentations and interactive stations,
as well as 850 artifacts and images to explain how Americans fought to establish
the Nation's independence, determine its borders, and define its role in world affairs.
Highlights of the exhibit include the sword and scabbard George Washington wore when reviewing his
troops before the Whisky Rebellion in 1794; the chairs Generals Lee and Grant used during the surrender
at Appomattox Court House, Virginia; a restored UH-1H Huey Helicopter, which was used by the 173d
Assault Helicopter Company "Robin Hoods;" and the POW uniform worn by Navy Commander Allen
Carpenter who was held captive from 1966 to1973.
For more information, visit www.americanhistory.si.edu

A Soldier’s Day in Iraq
Too Close For Comfort - Mosul City Iraq
by Noel W. Bragg Jr.
My day started like most. I woke up early and
prepped for work. We were getting ready for a
simple mission followed by a short one later. In
the army things always change and we get the
short end of the stick. We were called up for a
support and rescue mission. Another company
needed to get a vehicle out of harms way so we
came down to secure the area around the vehicle.
I was placed at an intersection to pull
security. The traffic would turn around three
hundred meters away when they saw my Stryker.
One of our platoons in the area received some
small arms fire and everyone could hear it. The
local people went inside their houses and traffic
disappeared. Ten minutes passed by and the
small arms fire was still going on. My platoon
sergeant and driver called out to everyone that a
car was charging straight towards us. Shots were
fired into the radiator as a warning from my
platoon sergeant. The driver of the car did not
stop and proceeded towards us with the intent to
drive into us.
That's the behavior of a suicide bomber so I
did what I was hoping I would never have to do,
or at least be the last one to do. I fired into the

car with my 50 caliber machine gun to protect
our lives.
The platoon sergeant yelled get down, not
knowing what the car was going to do, but I
continued to fire at the car until it stopped not ten
feet away from us. The car was destroyed and a
small fire had started in the car. I could only see
smoke in the car and the shattered windshield.
They told me there were two personnel in the car
but I could not see them. There was no chance
for them to survive the impact of my weapon.
The last thing I want to do is take a life, but it is
the first thing I will do to save ours.
There was no doubt that they were trying to kill
us and I can only hope that will never happen
again. When we left the car was a ball of flames.
They tell me I have two confirmed kills, and
maybe that’s a way to deal with the fact
of their death, but I am not looking for bragging
rights to how many confirmed kills I have. I just
want peace like anyone else and to free Iraq.
We all got out fine and the mission was a
success. I'm sure there will be more war
stories to tell down the road.
(Noel is the son of a retired naval officer—Lcdr.
Noel W. Bragg who lives in Mililani and gave
permission to reprint this E-mail.)
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HELP OUR TREASURER — HER CRYSTAL BALL IS NOT FUNCTIONING

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Although the above title is a bit misleading, we do need all your assistance when you make out a check
for the various activities our Chapter is involved in. Many times we receive a check with no indication
what it is for. Just an envelope and a check enclosed. If it is an activity, then the cost of that activity (say a
luncheon) is deducted from the check total, but many times there is still a residual amount to be applied
somewhere. Is it for annual dues (?), Ben Porter Leadership award (?), JROTC/ROTC scholarships (?) or is it
a nice contribution for our operational expenses (doubtful)? So PLEASE indicate on your check, registration form, annual
dues form, or on just a plain piece of paper with the check, what the check amount is designated for. We do not want to
give our great Treasurer any more Malox moments. Mahalo. John Harms

MAIL YOUR XMAS PARTY RESERVATION TODAY!!!
ABSOLUTE DEADLINE: 4 DECEMBER
The Chapter Annual Christmas Party will be held in the Waikiki Ballroom of the Hale Koa Hotel.
This year the program starts with cocktails at 1800 and a sit down dinner at 1900 on Tuesday evening 7 December 2004. The Pacific Fleet Dixieland band WILL play 1800-1930. The talented Pianist who has entertained for many years at the Hale Koa, Tahitian Lanai, and La Mariana Sailing Club, Ron Miyashiro, will
perform from 2000 to 2130, so plan on a fun evening to put you in the Christmas spirit. Cost is $30.00 per
person. Dress: Festive – Jackets OK
Please be advised that there will be assigned seating at all tables for the Christmas Dinner Party. If you want
to reserve a table of ten, or simply sit with another couple, please let Judith Breitwieser know, preferably in
writing, with your reservation or by e-mail to: Hawaiijudith@webtv.net. It should be a very festive happy
musical night. So round up your friends, car pool, and have some fun.
—————————————–—— PLEASE CLIP AND MAIL————————————————
Mail Reservations ASAP with Checks to: Judith Breitwieser, 1403 Onioni St. , Kailua, HI 96734
To assure your participation, call or e-mail Judith immediately at 262-7953 or hawaiijudith@webtv.net.
All reservations must be prepaid. Due to firm number commitment to the Hale Koa, there can be no refunds.
DECEMBER Yes for the 7 December Christmas Party – Please reserve ____ seats @ $30.00 each for:
(Please note dinner choice of Filet Mignon or Vegetarian Linguine)
Name
Menu Selection
_____________________________________________ _____________________________
_____________________________________________ _____________________________
_____________________________________________ _____________________________
Reminder: Donations to the Chapter ROTC program are always welcome. Mahalo!
Amount Enclosed:
Christmas Party
ROTC Contribution

_____________________
_____________________

Total:

_____________________
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TUG by Col Lou Torraca, USAF (Retired)
After a fantastic session for our Nov TUG meeting with “Digital Danny”, I was interested in finding some information on the problem
of receiving Red Xs instead of the pictures you send via e-mail. I found the following exchange in the forums at CNET. The author
is Al Christoph, Senior Consultant and Proprietor, Three Bears Software, LLC, just right software at just right prices at 3bears.biz.
Al graciously agreed to let me use his answer for this months column.
Question: I use Outlook Express for e-mail. When I forward an e-mail message with pictures in it, the recipients see only boxes with
red Xs in them, not pictures. What causes this, and are there any settings I can change that will allow the pictures to show up?
Submitted by: Ron R.
Answer: There are a number of possible explanations for little red Xs in Outlook Express. In fact, they are so numerous, I've written
software that reads the Outlook Express databases and extracts the images. (Free at the moment at http://www.3bears.biz.)
First, let me give your seemingly simple second question, how to prevent them, a straightforward answer. Use the "Message/forward as attachment"
command rather than the "Message/forward" command. Sending it as an attachment sends the entire message intact. Your recipients can then open
the attachment and view the pictures--maybe! Second, let me explain why this is such an issue. Finally, I'll suggest some diagnostic techniques that
you can use to determine exactly what is happening.
To start, Outlook Express is not particularly friendly about the names of images. If you send a poorly named image, your recipient may see the little red
<i>X</i> or nothing at all. (Filenames should contain only letters and numbers, a period, and if you must have them, underscores. Anything else, such
as spaces and percent symbols, may cause grief. Also the extension must be recognized by Outlook Express as an image. This is under control of the
recipient. BMP and JPG are usually safe. JPEG and GIF may work. Anything else is problematic, especially ART. (There is a small possibility that your
PC is set up correctly in this regard and that your recipient's PC's are not.) Other e-mail programs are not as particular. However, since you are
forwarding the message, this is not under your control.
Now let's look at why things can go wrong in addition to file names. There are two formats that can be used to send email and at least four ways to put
pictures into email. Not all combinations work and not all combinations are available in Outlook Express. Because you are forwarding, you have no
control over the email program used by the original author, so you have no control over the format of the forwarded message. But at least it will get
through if you attach it. If you are using in line forwarding, i.e. the Forward command, then your Outlook Express settings are also involved. You should
make sure that you are composing with Format | Rich Text turned on. (See warning below.)
Similarly, you have no control over the email program used to receive the messages from you. In particular, if the recipient is using Outlook Express
under XP SP2, a privacy/security feature results in some images showing the little red X. This is quickly resolved by clicking on the info bar at the top of
the message. You might read up on this SP2 feature and educate your correspondents about it. There is a long standing option in Outlook Express that
displays the received message in Plain Text. This may also be the cause, though usually this results in the images showing up listed in the
attachments, rather than a red X. Again, you may have to educate your recipients, and again see warning below. There are other settings on the
recipient end that may also interfere. Also all bets are off if your recipients are using something other than Outlook Express (especially AOL) to read
their mail.
Now for some diagnostic ideas. First, if you have not done so, check the Send Option that saves every message to the Sent Folder. Also when you
forward a message as an attachment, use CC or BCC to send a copy to yourself. These steps will allow you to see the message at each stage of the
process. When you get back your copy of the email, clear your Internet Explorer cache before opening it. (Control Panel | Intenet Options | Delete
Files.) Outlook Express and Internet Explorer interact in several ways, and this is one of them. Emptying the cache will make sure that Outlook Express
has to deal with the images. Now open the message and click on the attachment to open it. If the pictures are there, you are home free. If your
intended recipients do not see the images, the problem is at their end. If you don't see the images, continue your diagnosis. However, be warned
that this involves slogging through the raw message source, not something for the faint hearted.
Before doing that, there is something else that you can do. Check the message size in Outlook Express. If the messages are under 10 KB, odds are
the pictures were NOT part of the original message, but rather links to them. These links often are highly volatile. They may work when you opened the
email, but by the time your recipient receives it they may not work any more. (Outlook allows you to send images this way. Outlook Express does not
except as your forward the message.)
Finally, if all else fails you will have to study the source for the messages. Select the message in Outlook Express. Select File | Properties | Details |
Message Source. You can then copy and paste the source into notepad to save it for study. Alternatively, drag the message to the desk top, right click,
select Open with | Choose program ... and select Notepad. Check Always use the selected program to open this kind of file. You can then open the
message at the three different stages and try to determine where the pictures went. Doing this is not trivial, and I can't hope to cover the bases here.
But intelligent study of the messages side by side may suggest what is going on.
Warning: I have a correspondent that likes to say "Friends don't send friends HTML formatted email." The reason is that HTML can invoke all sorts of
active content that can cause havoc to your computer if your security settings are not correct and / or your version of Outlook Express is not up to date.
When you use Format | Rich Text (HTML) to send email, then the message is sent as HTML. When you leave the Read all messages in plain text
option unchecked, then you allow Outlook Express to interpret the HTML. I've never run into problems with this, but Microsoft was sufficiently
concerned about Privacy/Security that they disable one feature of HTML by default in Outlook Express under XP SP2. This results in the need to check
the info bar as mentioned above.
The Forward as Attachment method should solve your problem. As you can see why it happens is not easy.
Regards, Al C.
That’s it for this month AND this year!! Happy 2005 almost. Hope all your computer wishes come true on the 25th! See you next year. Be sure to join us
soon for one of our meetings; visit www.the_tug.homestead.com for schedule and location information.

Aloha,

Lou
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MAJ George Montague USAF
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_____________
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DOZO, PLEASE, BITTE
WE NEED A VOLUNTEER FOR
CHAPTER SECRETARY ASAP!
All your Chapter elected and
appointed Officers for 2005 are in
place
EXCEPT the Chapter
Secretary position. The description
of duties is really simple and does
NOT require a lot of time or effort.
This description is “The Secretary is an appointed
Chapter Officer and a member of the Executive
Committee. He/she will record the proceedings of
the monthly Executive Committee Meeting
(EXCOM). A draft copy of these minutes will be
provided to EXCOM members for review and
comment, prior to the final meeting minutes being
published. The Secretary will also be the custodian of
the official minutes and retain a copy of the monthly
Chapter newsletter, Pau Hana Koa (PHK) for the
historical files.” The EXCOM normally meets the third
Friday of every month at the Marine Corps Base
Kaneohe – Hawaii for lunch then a meeting for
approximately one hour. As we all know a
Volunteer Organization cannot function without
VOLUNTEERS. So please help and assist in filling this
position. John Harms – President Elect 2005.
——————————————————————

2005 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
The 2005 Chapter Membership Directory is in
preparation. The Advertising rates are the same as last
year, ranging from $125 for an inside ¼ page to $500
for inside two facing pages. Please e-mail Jack Miller,
carita@pixi.com, if you know of anyone that may be
interested in placing an Ad. It is good value with a one
year shelf life. 15 January 2005 is the due date for ad
submission. We plan to do the mail out by 1 February.
Please thank last years advertisers for supporting the
2004 Directory as it helps in soliciting new ads.
——————————————————————

Annual Meeting held 13 November 2004
The 2004 Hawaii Chapter annual lunch meeting was held at the
scenic MCBH Officers Club. We were honored to hear Captain
Coffee USN (Ret.) as our key note speaker. Sgt Bradford Taylor
USA who was wounded while serving with the “Eyes of
Thunder” platoon in Iraq thanked the membership for their gifts
and prayers.
The following members were elected to the Board of Directors to
serve the 2005-2007 term: RADM C. Bruce Smith, USN (Ret.)
CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret.)
Judith Breitwieser

Hawaii Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 1185
Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Permit No. 702
Honolulu
Hawaii

Return Service Requested

MOAA Recognizes Hawaii Chapter
with its
Four-Star Excellence Award—2002

ATTENTION:
Annual XMAS Party, Hale Koa Hotel
7 December, 1800
RESERVATION DEADLINE: 4 December
E-MAIL :
info@moaa-hawaii.org

HAWAII CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
New Membership Application and/or Current Member Dues Payment
Name: ___________________________________________ Male □ Female □
Last

First

MI

New Member Application □ Currently a Regular Member □ Currently an Auxiliary Member □
New members: Complete next items and Regular or Auxiliary Member section. Enter remittance at bottom.
Current members: Complete any items that have changed and enter your remittance amount at bottom of form.
Address:_______________________________________________________ Email:______________________
Date of birth:______________ National MOAA membership No. _____________ SSN_____/___/______
Home Phone:_______________ Office Phone: _______________ Fax ______________
Regular Members: Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership.
Service ______ Rank _______ Active Duty□ Retired□ Reserve□ National Guard□ Former Officer□
Dues: $15 per year; 5 years for $60. Life membership: Age 50 and under, $300; 51-60 $250; 61-70 $200;
71-89 $100; 90 and older is free.
Auxiliary Members: Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular members or were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _____ Service of spouse: ______
Dues: $10 per year; 5 years for $40; Life membership: Age 50 and under, $150; 51-60 $125; 61-70 $100;
71-89 $50; 90 and older is free.
If married, spouse’s first name:_____________ Last name, if different than yours:_______________________
Indicate interest in any of the following Chapter activities or Committees:
Personal Affairs Legislative Affairs/Veterans Affairs Public Affairs Program/Social Newsletter Membership Finance
ROTC Scholarship & Awards
Fund Raising Community Service TUG(Computers) Party Bridge Golf
Tennis

Dues Enclosed $ ____ Optional Donation $ ____ for Ben Porter Leadership Award, scholarships, USO, etc.
Total Remittance: $__________ Make check to Hawaii Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185

