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2017 Chapter Ra�ng 
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July Event 
 Early Saturday evening, 20 July, 
13 members and guests met at 
the Buca de Beppo Italian Res-
taurant in Ward Center,  not for 
our Last Supper, but for sumptu-
ous pay-as-you-go dinners. 

 The restaurant 
requested an esti-
mate of  the num-
ber of  persons in 
our chapter at-
tending so they 
could reserve the 
space we re-
quired.  We were 
initially in the ex-
clusive Pope’s 
Room, which was 
a perfect fit for 
the 13 of  us.  But, 
since we were ex-
pecting another 
couple and a sin-
gle person, we 
were reluctantly 
moved to a loud 
communal area.  
Sadly, we did not 
need to move from the quiet 
private room because the last 
three attendees were not late, 
they never arrived.  We all 
wished they had called to in-
form us they would be unable 
to attend! 

August Luncheon 
 At 1100 on Friday, 16 August, 
we will have a catered lunch-
eon meeting at the Oahu Vet-
erans’ Center.  Hopefully, many 
of  you can attend.  The Reser-
vation Form is on Page 7. 

 Our guest speaker is  
Gerry Silva, President, AARP 
Hawaii. 

 Gerry Silva was born in the 
plantation town of  Paia, Maui,  
the product of  a Portuguese 
shipyard worker and a part-
Hawaiian school teacher. 

 At an early age he convinced 
his parents to relocate from 
Paia to the multi-cultural com- 

Please See Luncheon Page 3  

 Because of  quite large por-
tions, many meals were taken 
home to enjoy for the next one 
or two days. 

 We then rendezvoused at the 
nearby hidden Home of  the 
Brave Museum.  This interest-

ing and informative WWII muse-
um is one of  Honolulu’s best kept 
secrets.  It is full of  fascinating 
mementos accumulated by Glen 
Tomlinson and his wife and many 
veterans to preserve and 
showcase their military history. 

Our group after dinner at the Home of  the Brave 
Museum, left to right, Fred Staedel, Mark and 
Helene Webster, Richard and Cynthia Ran-

kin (foreground), Jack DeTour and Becky 
Staedel (background), Debby and Michael 

Fricano and Andrea and Tony LaVecchia.  
Missing from photo are Homer and Marji Hankins. 

Photo by Janet Tomlinson, wife of President of the museum 
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NOTICE 
 This newsletter, my 164th issue of  Nā Leo O Nā 
Koa, is an official publication of  Hawaii Aloha 
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of  Ameri-
ca, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii  96820. 

 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter, 
MOAA 

 Chairman’s Message 

 By Gary Hara 

 Only in Hawaii can a small minority of  its resi-
dents prevent a major construction project.  I read 
that one poll showed 70% of  Hawaii residents are 
in favor of  building the Thirty Meter Telescope 
(TMT) and 70% of  Hawaiians in this group are in 
favor of  this project.  The multi-National con-
glomerate has been diligent in meeting all of  the 
requirements to start construction but, with the 
demonstrated lack of  an effective implementation 
plan from the City & County of  Hawaii and the 
State of  Hawaii, they cannot proceed.   

 The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) program 
management has done its part and more for the 
past 10 years, overcoming every obstacle that 
could be thought of  by the opposition and eve-
ry additional requirement imposed by the legal 
system up to and including the State Supreme 
Court.  The TMT organization has gone over 
and above addressing all of  the legal and envi-
ronmental requirements and has done so with 
deep respect for the Hawaiian culture, but that 
is not enough for a small group of  residents. 

 I’m not sure what should have been done in 
the implementation plan but it is clear that the 
City & County and the State have not met their 
responsibility and community expectations and 
have allowed civil lawlessness to prevail.  So far, 
to date our elected officials have seriously mis-
handled this endeavor. 

 As far as the protestors are concerned, there is 
no negotiation, no compromise and they will 
never allow construction of  the TMT on the 
Mauna Kea summit, an area that if  there was no 
road to the existing telescopes, there would be 
very limited access for the majority of  the pro-
testors.  Access to the summit would not be pos-
sible except to those who can physically climb 
3000 feet of  the mountain at elevations above 
10,000 ft. without the road up to the summit.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  3 Aug 2019  0900, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer 
(Saturday)  Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center (OVC) 

16 Aug 2019 1100, Luncheon Meeting, Oahu Veterans 
(Friday)   Center; Guest Speaker:  Gerry Silva, AARP 

17 Aug 2019 1730, Na Koa Wounded Warrior Canoe Reg- 
(Saturday)  atta, Great Lawn, Hilton Hawaiian Village 

23 Aug 2019 0900, Golf Outing,  Navy/Marine Golf Course, 
(Friday)    943 Valkenburgh Street, Honolulu  96818 

 6 Sept 2019 0900, Scholarship Committee meeting, 
(Friday)   Cruickshank Room, Oahu Veterans’ Center 

 8 Sept 2019 1000, Annual MOAA/SMW Picnic, 
(Sunday)   Pavilion 5A, Bellows AFS, Waimanalo 

18 Oct 2019  1100, Luncheon Meeting, Oahu Veterans 
(Friday)   Center; Guest Speaker:  Alzheimer’s Assn 

24 Oct 2019 0900, EXCOM Meeting, Lanai outside 
(Thursday)  Mulligan’s Restaurant, Hale Ikena, Ft. Shafter  

  7 Nov 2019 1730, Annual General Membership Meeting. 
(Thursday)  Mongolian BBQ, Hickam Officers’ Club  

15 Dec 2019 1000, Christmas Buffet Brunch and Party, 
(Sunday)   Hale Ikena, Ft. Shafter 

The Trivia Question 
Other than being someone's birthday... why is 

Aug 26 an important day in history? 
See Trivia Answer Page 5 

 Recently protests against the TMT project have 
occurred on Oahu with people intentionally 
slowing traffic on the freeway and at the airport.  
If  these lawbreakers are not held accountable, 
lawlessness will continue to spread across the 
State until someone is seriously hurt.  There 
must be adverse consequences for those TMT 
protesters who violate County or State laws as 
simple citations have proven to be a waste of  
effort.  Without any consequences against these 
law breakers, eventually a serious and possibly 
dangerous confrontation between protestors 
and law enforcement personnel will result. 

Please See TMT on Page 3 
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TMT from Page 2 

 TMT has done everything legally required and 
at great expense because Mauna Kea is the best 
location in the world to observe the heavens.  
The discovery of  something of  great benefit to 
mankind is a great possibility and TMT should 
have this opportunity in Hawaii.  The Thirty 
Meter Telescope should be allowed to com-
plete construction on Mauna Kea.   Gary 

 Editorial Addendum — I heartily agree. 

 I have been to the summit of  Mauna Kea 
twice (once impulsively wearing slippers and a 
T-shirt to the snow-covered summit).  That 
mountain is huuuge.  There is certainly room 
for the coexistence there for both of  the two 
passionate, unyielding sides of  this confron-
tation, the astronomers and the “protectors.”  
Not a one or the other entity solution, but 
both peacefully sharing the mountain. 

 There have been 13 observatories already built 
on the mountaintop without protest.   These 
protests now are quite hypocritical.  The ancient 
Hawaiians  honored yet used Mauna Kea.  For 
example, they mined obsidian for spear points 
and tools at an adz quarry above the 12,000-foot 
level.  Studying the heavens from the summit 
logically follows in the wake of  the initial settlers 
of  these islands who used their observations of  
nature to repeatedly come here, not just once by 
accident.  They used the stars to sail over a vast 
ocean long before Europeans tentatively ven-
tured over the horizon.  They revered nature and 
respected it by learning how to utilize it to their 
benefit.  Their example should be emulated. 

Of  course, many jobs would be provided in the 
construction and operation of  the observatory 
which would greatly expand our knowledge of  
the universe from the best location on Earth.  
Not proceeding will be deleterious to the stag-
nant economy of  the Big Island and a missed op-
portunity for scientific recognition for Hawaii. 

 All of  the requirements of  TMT have been met 
and the permit to proceed has been granted.  The 
State of  Hawaii has been quiet and ineffective for 
too long. This impasse is festering.  Construction 
must commence and lawbreakers arrested.  
The law must be enforced!           Mark 

Luncheon from Front Page 

munity of  Pauoa Valley.  Many in the neighbor-
hood pursued one of  two career tracks—college 
or prison.  In spite of  his years in Pauoa Valley, 
Gerry has never been charged with anything 
more serious than an expired parking meter. 

 He is a product of Hawaii’s public school system 
and a graduate of the University of Hawaii where he 
was commissioned through the Army ROTC pro-
gram.  Over decades, he has served in all kinds of  
military and government positions.  Graduate of  
Army War College.  Entered the Army Guard after 
Army active duty.  Last Guard position was Chief of  
Staff  of  the Hawaii Army National Guard.  Held it 
for 11½ years.  Served in HIARNG for 31 years.  

 Been an AARP member for about 12 years.  
Served on the State Executive Council for 5 
years and then 6½ as State President.  That 
ended on 30 June of  this year. 

Wounded Warrior Canoe Regatta 
 All are invited to attend the Na Koa Reception at 
1730, 15 August, at the Hilton Hawaiian Village 
(Great Lawn), which is in preparation for the Na 
Koa Wounded Warrior Canoe Regatta.  Tickets are 
available for purchase at NaKoaRegatta.org.  One-
hundred wounded warriors and spouses and 50 
Gold Star family members will be hosted.  A total 
of  $32,000 will be presented to 8 Gold Star kei-
ki attending college next fall.   Matt McCarville 
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Surviving Spouses, etal  

By Jayne Henley-Davis 

 When your time comes, will 
your final wishes be ignored? 

 Most people have thoughts about 
how and where they would prefer 

their lives to end.  Most of  us have formalized our 
end-of-life preferences in legal documents known as 
"advance directives".  These directives typically in-
clude a living will, which lists health-care treatments 
you would and would not want and a durable medi-
cal power of  attorney, also known as a health-care 
proxy, which empowers a trusted loved one to make 
medical decisions on your behalf.  These documents 
are supposed to let people dictate the medical treat-
ments they will and will not receive when they can-
not speak for themselves.  However, these docu-
ments typically take effect in only two very specific 
situations......when someone is terminally ill....and/or 
when he/she is permanently unconscious.  Doctors 
often are unwilling to conclude that either of  these 
conditions apply, for they want to believe there is 
always hope that the patient will recover.  Doctors 
often discourage families from enacting the patient's 
wishes, which negates the advance directive. 

 Other times advance directives also go unheed-
ed because no one knows about them or they are 
inaccessible.  We all need to tell our loved ones 
what we want repeatedly, be sure our docu-
ments are accessible, share our end-of-life priori-
ties with our primary care doctors, and even ask 
them for his/her feelings on the matter. 

 It's a troubling sign if  your doctor dismisses the 
topic with "We'll deal with that when the time 
comes" or "let's deal with that when the time 
comes" or "Let's hope that never happens." 

 We now have the opportunity, via Smart 
Phones, to film ourselves explaining our end-of-
life preferences.  We can then e-mail copies to 
our loved ones and include the health-care proxy 
and any information about your estate attorney.  
This video probably won't carry the legal weight 
of  your advance directive, but it will have a very 
real emotional weight......it's very difficult to ig- 

Please See Surviving Spouses Page 7 

Chaplain’s Corner 

By Dr. Fred P. Staedel 
 This month we will be celebrat-
ing two very special days because 
in August there are two very im-
portant dates: August 4th com-
memorates the U.S. Coast Guard and August 7th 
is National Purple Heart Day.  Your chaplain feels 
that both celebrations deserve special attention. 

 In researching in what this writer might spotlight 
about the U.S. Coast Guard and its founding on the 
4th of  August, 1790, I naturally turned to wonder-
ing how the ecclesiastical needs of  this armed ser-
vice were met having never heard of  a Coast 
Guard Chaplain before.  Well there is a good rea-
son why one never hears of  Coast Guard Chap-
lains because no such person exists!  Fully ordained 
and commissioned Navy Chaplains are assigned, 
not only to the Navy and the Marines, but also to 
the Coast Guard. Yes, U.S. Navy chaplains, as part 
of  their careers, may be assigned to the Coast 
Guard.  And we celebrate their prayerful work. 

 Most of  my readers will know that the Nation-
al Purple Heart Medal is awarded to those in the 
military, including the Coast Guard, who have 
been “wounded or killed by an instrumentality 
of  war originating from a declared enemy of  
the United States.” What is not often known is 
that the original medal was founded by George 
Washington to be awarded for service of  merit 
during the Revolutionary War. The modern Pur-
ple Heart Medal was re-established by General 
MacArthur for only the Army and eventually 
was authorized for all the armed services. 

 But what is important to know about this 
very special medal that is celebrated nationally 
on the 7th of  August is that it commemorates 
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
our country’s defense or who were wounded in 
that same effort.  And yes there is a “Medal of  
Honor Prayer” which is too long to chronicle 
herein but within its sacred words the Holy Bi-
ble is cited: “There is no greater love then to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 
15:13)                         Fred 
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Mary Gourley    08/02 
Thomas Seale    08/02 
George Brenenstahl 08/03 
Penny Kalua     08/04 
Roland Mikolajczyk08/05 
So Ling Lo      08/06 
David Millard    08/09 
Bruce Altenhof   08/10 
Jens Jensen     08/10 
Curtis Wilken    08/13 
Annie Terry     08/14 

Theodore Sholl   08/17 
Jack DeTour (96!) 08/18 
James Hastings   08/20 
Irwin Cockett    08/24 
Louis Crompton  08/24 
Melvin Soong    08/24 
Nobuo Matsuda  08/26 
John Burke     08/30 
John Stewart    08/30 
Harold Tonda    08/30 
Alma Grocki    08/31 

Hau'oli lā hānau 
Partial List of Known 

August Babies 
Expired Memberships not listed 

July Golf Report 
 Friday, 26 July, was a beautiful 
day and 25 MOAA members and 
guests gathered for a great round 
of  golf  at the Barbers Point Golf  
Course.  Although the sun was 
shining, we knew the gusty wind 
would make it very challenging to 
shoot a low round.  It was.  As the 

groups finished their rounds,  we anxiously wait-
ed for the last group to complete their round 
and bring in the closest to the pin markers.   

 Finally, the blind draw resulted in the following:  In 
fourth place with a score of  143, were Alika Watts 
and Russ Grocki.  In third place with a score of  139, 
were Gary Hara and Ken Munechika.  In second 
place with a score of 134, were Walter Kinoshita 
and guest Dickson Ma.  In first place with a score of  
133, were Dianne Hara and Lance Okihara. 

 Winners of  our closest to the pin contest: 
        Closest to the Pin       2nd Chance 
Hole # 2   Jim Lewis             Alan Lea 
Hole # 8   Reese Liggett    Janice Kinoshita 
Hole #11  Dianne Hara        Dickson Ma 
Hole #14  Carl Watanabe      Peter Ching 

 Our next outing is at Navy/Marine at 0900, Fri-
day, 23 August.  Until then, take care of  your 
health, your family, enjoy life and best of  all, 
have fun and enjoy golf.  Aloha,       Walt 

Best Wishes for many, many 
more Birthdays! 

Welcome To Our New Members 
Peter Ching, Lt Col, USAF. Ret.; Mililani 

Lance Okihara, COL, USA, Ret.; Honolulu 
Above 2 new members recruited by Walt Kinoshita 

Becky Staedel, Wife of  Former Officer:  
member Fred Staedel, Capt, USAF 

Walter Ki-
noshita, Co-
Chairman 

Trivia Answer 
On 26 August 1920, also known as Women's 

Equality Day, the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was certified and changed the U.S. 
Imagine, one-hundred years ago in 1919 women 
could not vote and in 2019 women are running 
for President of  the U.S..   By the way, on 4 June 
1919, the Senate passed the Bill to allow States to 

vote on the proposed amendment by only 2 
votes!   And, the Mississippi legislature finally ap-
proved the 19th Amendment  on 22 March 1984!  

Legislative and Veteran News 
 A second State Veterans’ Home has been ap-
proved.  A consultant has been slelected and 
State Historical Preservation Office and Envi-
ronmental Assessment on the Kapolei site has 
been completed.  The Villages of  Kapolei As-
sociation and Kapolei Neighborhood Boards 
were briefed on this special project.  The final 
checklist requirements were completed by 3 
April 2019 and a VA award letter was received 
on 23 June 2019 for $44,700,000 (fed match). 

 House Bill 601 (Act 122) was signed by Gover-
nor Ige on 2 July 2019 which strikes disability re-
tirement pay language for vehicle registration fees 
($45) for 100% VA disabled rated and a Ha-
waii resident with an Honorable discharge. 

In Memoriam 
Life Member Phillip Kim, LTC, USA, Ret., died 

18 July at Queen’s Medical Center.  Memorial 
Service 1600, 8 August, at Kalihi Union Church. 
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii User Group) 

 By Lou Torraca 

 http://www.the-tug.org 

 Time for an update of My Favorite Things…
can you hear Julie Andrews signing the song:  
Raindrops on Roses and Whiskers on Kittens; Bright Cop-
per Kettles and Warm Woolen Mittens; Brown PaperPack-
ages tied up with Strings, these are a few of my favorite things: 

 We all spend lots of time on the ‘net, but the 
sheer size of it makes it hard to find lots of neat 
places unless someone tells us, so I’ve made a list 
of some of my favorite things (aka web pages) and 
I’ve added a few brief comments on each, but you 
really need to go there yourself and see what’s 
there and in some cases try out the program. 

www.the-tug.org 
 Your (MOAA) computer user group.  If you 
need help with computing or are just interested in 
learning more about them, this is the place to go.  
The TUG is the oldest continuous PC User Group 
in Hawai'i.  Dedicated to educating computer users 
in the wonders of computers and computing. 

https://alternativeto.net 
 It’s really easy to find any alternatives for a software 
program that you don’t want to spend big bucks on 
when you use the search function at this website. 

http://www.nasa.gov 
 Hard to beat this one for kids of all ages. Lots of 
great information and images, things to do and 
games for everyone. 

http://www.wpclipart.com 
 This is where some of the clipart you see at the 
top of this column comes from.  The owner, Mr. 
Paul Sherman has posted them for public use, free 
of any restrictions.  So, feel free to use them in 
your letters, e-mails or whatever.  Thanks, Paul! 

http://www.musipedia.org 
 The folks at Musipedia are busy building a 
searchable, editable, and expandable encyclopedia 
of tunes.  And you're invited to take part in the 
action.  Their Melodyhound can find a tune even if 
all you know is the melody.  Or, see the next one. 

http://thenostalgiamachine.com/ 
 Pick a year and you will get a list of that year’s 
hits to listen to. 

https://www.popularmechanics.com/ 
 Pretty much anything you can think of is probably 
on this webpage! 

https://radio.garden/listen/wpkn/e0lD4oHy 
 This is one you will love. Search the globe for ra-
dio stations anywhere in the world! 

http://www.merriam-webster.com 
 If you do any amount of writing, whether for the 
office or just e-mails, I’d be surprised if you haven’t 
found this one, which, along with the Encyclopedia 
Britannica are essential tools.  

http://twitter.com 
 After blogs, this one was inevitable…you 
"twitter" (yes, it's a verb) by answering the question 
"What are you doing?" in 280 characters or less.  It 
looks like more of a fun thing than a serious one as 
you can see from the example of how little 280 
characters are. 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org 
 This page is an incredible online learning site from 
the Goodwill Community Foundation.  On the site, 
there are thousands of video lessons covering 125 
topics, taught by professional educators.  Topics are 
geared to everyone from kids, to college students, to 
people who want to learn English, or even adults 
who need to beef up on job skills, like learning to 
write a resume or using Microsoft Office. 

https://www.travelblog.org 
 This is a place where you can write an ongoing 
blog documenting your travels.  It's a great way to 
share stories and chronicle your trip. 

https://www.afi.com 
 Here you will find an amazing amount of infor-
mation about films you have seen or wanted 
to...complete story lines, a list of the top 100 films 
and lots more to explore.  If you are a film buff, you 
will love this site. 

 Hope you enjoy exploring these sites; have fun out 
there on the www, but remember to be safe! 

Aloha,           Lou and in spirit, Pooky 

Commissary & Exchange News 
 Approximately 3 million more patrons will soon be eli-
gible to utilize the military commissaries and exchanges.  
Starting 1 January 2020, all service-connected disabled 
veterans, Purple Heart recipients, former prisoners of war 
and primary caregivers of wounded/injured veterans will 
be eligible to shop at commissaries and exchanges; offi-
cials from three federal agencies are preparing the way. 
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Surviving Spouses from Page 4 

nore someone's desires after looking into his/
her eyes while he/she explains their wishes.  In-
struct family members to play the video for all 
family members, friends, and medical profes-
sionals who attempt to contradict ones wishes. 

 When the time comes, always dig for the truth 
about your actual medical situation.  Ask if  your 
condition is "treatable" or is it "curable".  Treata-
ble means that there is a course of  treatment that 
can be applied.....that's not necessarily curable.....so 
will the treatment prolong your life.....what will life 
be like during treatment.....what will I be able to 
do during this treatment.....what's the reasonable 
goal of  this treatment…? 

 Keep in mind the Advance Directive document 
you've prepared and your wishes when you are 
making decisions with your doctor.....make sure 
your doctor is aware and has a copy of  the Di-
rective.  Make sure you, your loved ones, and the 
medical staff  are all on the same page.  We would-
n't want to leave this life without our wishes being 
granted and our loved ones feeling guilty as a 
result. Aloha for now.......         Jayne 
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