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A Great Benefit — Our Postal Service

October Luncheon

Located near the entrance to our busy airport is our very busy
post office. Although the airport post office, built in 1974, is not
officially called our main post office, it actually is the center for
processing and distributing all of the mail entering and leaving Hawaii—approximately 3 million pieces a day! Mail to and from foreign countries and American Samoa and our territories must pass
through this office. Workers here also process bulk mail, priority
mail, and mail between the islands themselves. This office also has
mail carrier service and, of course, accepts those late mailings during tax time. The postal workers are proud of the fact that this
post office has a 97-99% score for dependable and accurate mail
service. Not only is the service dependable and accurate, it is often
very quick. Mail from the east coast is often delivered within a day
or two after being received at the distribution center. The postal
service uses FedEx and UPS to fly their mail around the world.
Thirty-two members of the Aloha Chapter, MOAA, their families and guests learned some valuable tips from three members of
the post office as they guided the groups through the facilities.
Because of the high speed automated equipment, users of the
postal service should package all mail properly. First-class letters
See Post Office Tour Page 2

Our Program Committee
has arranged for TWO informative speakers for our
luncheon at the Hickam Officers’ Club at 10:30,
Wednesday, October 19th.
Our first featured speaker
will be SSG John Balmonte,
Hawaii National Guard, who
will give a short talk regarding all of the protocols of
funerals for veterans, such as
flags and the honor guard.
Secondly, we will learn of
the latest veterans’ benefits
from Caswell Ross from the
Veterans Administration who
will give us a current overview.
Please complete the Reservation Form on Page 7 ASAP
and join us for this fun taco
buffet luncheon

The Large Turnout of Aloha Chapter Members & Guests for the P. O. Tour
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Post Office Tour from Front Page
should be properly addressed in legible handwriting and with the correct zip codes. If a zip
code is not known, the user can find the correct one by going to the website: USPS.com.
Bulky items such as keys or like items should
be placed in a padded mailer, not an envelope,
so as not to interrupt or stall the machines.
Money should not be sent through the mail
and valuables should always be insured. Even
though the service is timely and alert, things do
happen. Also, when sending items in those
great flat rate boxes, make sure no liquids are
included as any spillage will damage the machines. Senders can be charged for not abiding
by the postal regulations.
Our postal service is not funded by our tax
dollars but is strictly paid for by the stamps and
products that are sold in the post office. The
service is mandated by congress to not make
money but rather to just break even. The challenge that is presently facing the postal service
is the onerous congressional mandate that the
service prepay for the health benefits of their
future workers within a 10 year period. This
mandate has shackled the postal service and
created a severe shortage of money needed for
their operations. Unless congress can loosen
the mandate, the postal service will need to
find ways to cut costs in order to make the estimated payments on the health benefits of their
future workers. No one knows what kinds of
cuts will need to be made in order to keep the
post office viable.
One of the little known benefits of our
postal service is that this is the only service
that visits every home in the US every day.
There have been heartwarming stories of postmen who have discovered some elderly person
unable to get up after falling during the morning or of someone who has not picked up their
mail for several days and was later found ill or
needing hospitalization. Sometimes the only
person some people speak to is the postman
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who comes by daily. It would be a shame to
lose this kind of service.
We would like to thank Jane Kekoa, our program chairperson for arranging this very interesting tour along with her nephew, Bert Takahara, Makiki Post Office Station Master. A
special Mahalo to Joanne Short, the spokesperson for the Airport Post Office for greeting
us, sending us off into three groups with our
very friendly and knowledgeable guides, and
providing the delicious bentos served in the
post office cafeteria after the tour. Marion

August 2011 Directory
Corrections
Regrettably, a couple of errors have been detected in the current Aloha Chapter Directory:
1. Sandi Apuna’s e-mail is srapuna1@gmail.com.
2. Harold and Esther Takenaka recently moved
to 1061 Ala Lehua Street, Honolulu, HI
96818. Their phone number remains the same

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Oct. 16, 2011 1:00 PM, Bridge Bunch Party, Fahrni
(Sunday)
Realty Classroom, Aiea. Hosts: Bill & Trudi
Oct. 19, 2011 11:30 AM, Luncheon, Hickam O’Club
(Wednesday) Guest Speaker: Carswell Ross, VA Ser vice Coordinator and Counselor
Oct 28, 2011 9:00 AM, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf
(Friday)
Course, Kaneohe MCBH
Nov. 7, 2011 11:00 AM, Crafty Merrie Ladies gathering
(Monday)
Gyotoku Restaurant, 98-1214 Kamehameha
Nov. 16, 2011 10:00 AM, Patriotic Songfest, VA Center
(Wednesday) for Aging, Tripler Army Medical Center
Nov. 16, 2011 Noon, Annual General Membership
(Wednesday) Meeting, Hale Ikena, Ft. Shafter
Dec. 9, 2011 6:00 PM, Christmas Dinner, Kalia Room,
(Friday)
Hale Koa Hotel, Ft. DeRussy, Waikiki

Notice
This newsletter, my 70th issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is
published monthly by Professional Image, Mapunapuna, as an official publication of Aloha Chapter,
MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Merrie Ladies November Event

Retiree Pay Dates to Change

On Monday, November 7th, the Merrie Ladies
will gather at Gyotaku – Waimalu for another
craft day. This time, Linda Fong will demonstrate and assist us in making angel ornaments
that can be hung on a tree or decorate a special
package. We will gather at 11 AM and meet in
the small room off the entrance of the restaurant. Supplies needed: sewing needle (bring
your own), scissors,
and if you have a
bottle of sticky glue,
we can use that as
well. We are looking
forward to seeing
everyone there. If
you have questions,
please call Linda
Fong at 595-6127 or
Marion Von at
732-3908. Marion

Paydays for military retirees and those who receive portions of retired pay are changing for the
months of September and December, as DFAS
changes its pay schedule to comply with the 2011
National Defense Authorization Act. The 2011
NDAA requires military retiree pay to be processed on the first day of the month. When that
day falls on a weekend or national holiday, the
pay date is moved to the previous business day.
This year payments normally scheduled for Oct.
3rd will be issued on Sept. 30th and payments
normally scheduled for Jan. 3, 2012, will be issued on Dec. 30th. For the calendar year 2011,
this means military retirees will receive 13 payments in 2011, rather than the normal twelve.
Add these Websites to your “Favorites”

http://www.aloha-moaa.org
http://www.moaa.org
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Erosion of TRICARE
On Monday, September 26th, President Obama released a deficit reduction plan proposing military retirees
pay a new, annual fee for TRICAREfor-Life. The plan also calls for restructuring TRICARE pharmacy copayments, and a re-examination of the
military's current retirement system.
This plan provides savings of $6.7
billion over 10 years by establishing this
"modest annual fee" for members of
TRICARE-for-Life, which is a secondpayer insurance to military retirees who
transition to the federal Medicare program at age 65. The change would begin with a $200 annual fee in fiscal
2013. This is on top of already proposed increases in fees for TRICARE
Prime enrollment for military retirees
under the age of 65.
The proposed plan would also
eliminate co-pays for generic mailorder drugs, while shifting retail copays from a dollar amount to a percentage co-pay, a percentage yet undetermined. The change would apply to military families and retirees,
but not active duty service members.
The Administration is trying to balance the
budget on the backs of those veterans and their
families who have served this country in times
of war and peace. The budget crisis in which the
nation finds itself affects us all, and veterans are
willing to share in the pain of cuts. However, it
is not right to counter the nation's reckless and
unprecedented spending on the backs of our
veterans who have sacrificed for that same nation for many years. It breaks promises made.
The benefits that are well-deserved by our veterans help the military retain the personnel
needed to uphold an effective force, ready and
equipped to fulfill their duties whenever called
upon. These are the men and women who carry
out our best interests at home and abroad.

Infringing upon the benefits due to them –
when they have sacrificed so much – breaks faith
with promises upon which they have counted.
AFA Veteran Benefits Association

The Fantastic Four and Mt. Iwaki in Japan. See Page 7
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Aloha Chapter Party Bridge
The Program’s highest scores were achieved at
the most recent monthly bridge session held in
the Fahrni Realty Classroom on Sunday, September 18th. With 3 tables of bridge, the highest of the top 4 scores was 6,750 and the lowest was 5,670. They were reflective of the record 5 slams made during the 5 rounds of play.
The bridge session, hosted by Bill Ernst, was
scheduled for 4 tables, but with his wife Trudi
unable to be there, and one player “forgetting”
to come, it turned into a 3 table session because
the Jensens—Gary & Bev—graciously decided not to play with 2 absentees. The highest
scorer was Coralie Vellis, followed by Les
Ihara, Harriet Weissman, and Dan Matthews. All the above were involved as partners
in the slams made, all small slams. Coralie had
3 slams with partners, Dan Matthews, Les,
and Bill Ernst. Les had 2, the 2nd one with
Harriet. The other slams were made by Mitzi
Austin and Leney Vine. Others participating
were: Dayle & Bobbi Carlson, Shirley Ihara,
Lois Luehring, and Joan White.

of the Year Award, chances are running out.
The session will be hosted by Coralie Vellis,
and held in the Fahrni Realty Classroom.
Those who would like to play on that date but
have not yet signed-up are asked to call Coralie
by telephone at 373-2815, or email to: coralie@hawaii.rr.com no later than WednesShirley
day, October 12th.

Scholarship Fund Report

Seated, l to r: Mitzi Austin, Harriet Weissman, Coralie Vellis & Leney Vine. Standing:
Host Bill Ernst, Dan Matthews & Les Ihara.
The next party bridge session on Sunday, October 16, will be the second to the last for
Bridge-year 2011, so for many of the regular
participants in contention for the Bridge Player

Yee Wing Wong of Kaimuki, a student majoring in nursing at UH–Manoa, is the recipient of an Aloha Chapter $1,000.00 scholarship grant for school years 2011-2013. She
wrote a gracious thank-you letter in August to
the Aloha Chapter members expressing her
great appreciation for this financial assistance.
Her great hope is to one day work at Tripler
Army Medical Center or a VA clinic to care
for the men and women who serve our
country.
Hal Takenaka
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September
Golf Report
Whenever I send out an
early sign-up notice, I seem
to receive a high number of
negative responses, generally about 1 aye to 3 nays. I
usually am on pins and needles, foreseeing a low turnout. However, in each inNorm Fujiwara
stance there has been an increase in favorable
responses; the later calls are more favorable with
more ayes than nays. For example, at the beginning of the month I had only about ten ayes but
eventually ended up with twenty-four players
signed up. Not only twenty-four players, but I

Note: PenFed has replaced the old Tripler Federal
Credit Union and PenFed is now located at both
Fort Shafter and Tripler Army Medical Center.
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had five wahine players. Unfortunately, upon
arrival at the Navy/Marine Golf Course on Friday, September 23rd, we had one player less than
I had scheduled—nevertheless, assembling
twenty-three eager golfers wasn't a disappointment at all.
Since we had all twenty-three players present
thirty minutes before our scheduled tee time, I
asked the starter if we can begin earlier than
scheduled and he agreed to get us off twenty minutes early. Our leaders for the day were two flag
officers, John Ma and Mert Agena, who were
teamed with Ken Munechika and Gordon Cho;
in the second group were Jack Bohman, John
Holmes, Joel Maimon and his guest Ernie
Anderson; they were followed by Bob Nagao
and his gang of Ed Hasegawa, Carl Watanabe,
and David Umeda; in the fourth group were Joe
Kuroda, and Walter and Janice Kinoshita; followed by Joe's guests Tomiko Kurokawa, Hiroke Shuto, Takayoshi Kurokawa and Akiko
Noda; and in the final group were Curtis Lee,
Ira Tagawa, Alice Fujiwara and yours truly.
Afterwards, the players met in the snack bar
and began determining the winners of our
mega jackpot payoff. After picking numbered
poker chips, the pairs for the blind bogey were
determined and it resulted in determining the
winning ;pairs: in fourth ;place there was a
three way tie, however, with the application of
the tie breaker action, the winners were Dave
Umeda and Ken Munechika; in third place
were Ed Hasegawa and Bob Nagao; in second place, six strokes behind the winners, were
Janice Kinoshita and Akiko Noda; and the
Grand Champions were Carl Watanabe and
Tomiko Kurokawa.
A heartfelt congratulations to all the winners
and Mahalo to all the participants.
Now for our thought of the day: "Smart is
when you believe only half of what you hear.
Brilliant is when you know which half to believe."
Our next golf outing will be on Friday, October 28th, at Klipper GC.
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Hele on to Hokkaiko
At 0555, early in the morning of
Friday, September 2nd, three Aloha
Chapter members—Joe Kuroda,
Walter Kinoshita and Mark
Webster—and Walter’s wife, Janice,
were selected at a Space-Available
roll call at Hickam AFB for a nonstop C-17 flight to Misawa NAF,
northern Honshu, Japan.
The four happy wanderers returned to Hickam AFB from Yokota AFB near Tokyo on a C-5 on
September 20th. They were especially lucky with their flights and
the weather, arriving in Misawa
close to their destination of Hokkaido Island just as Typhoon 14
(identified by numbers in Japan,
named Talas in the US) was sweeping across Hokkaido, and then leaving Yokota AFB just before Typhoon 15 (Roke) hit Tokyo and then Sendai, the area that had been devastated by the earthquake and
the tsunami—Japan’s 3/11. Mother Nature certainly has been especially mean to Japan this year.
They had a marvelous time, mostly all over Hokkaido. To see a photo album of their trip, go to https://
picasaweb.google.com/Markster96816/SpaceAAdventureToHokkaidoSept2011?authuser=0&feat=directlink
Space-A travel is certainly economical--affording retirees an opportunity to see the world while
they are able. It only requires a lot of three things: Time, Patience and Luck. For insights on
how to travel Space-A on military flights, feel free to contact Joe Kuroda or Mark Webster.

Aloha Chapter, MOAA, Membership Application Form

Enroll me as a Regular Member: □ Each Year of Membership = $15 □ Five Years =$60. (One Year FREE!)
Enroll me as a Life Member: □ Membership rates: Age 71 & older=$85; 61-70=$135; 51-60=$185; 50& under=$235
Enroll me as an Auxiliary Member: □ (i.e., spouse of a U. S. military officer,
surviving spouse of a deceased officer)
CHECK APPLICABLE BOXES
AUX: □ Each year of membership = $10. Life Membership = $75 STATUS RANK SERVICE
_____________________________________________________ □ Active _______ □ US Army
□ USAF
Name (Last First Middle Initial(s)) (PLEASE PRINT) DOB (MM/DD/YY) □ Reserve
□
National
Guard
□ US Navy
_____________________________________________________
□ Retired from AD □ USCG
Address
_____________________________________________________ □ Retired from Resv □ USMC
City, State Zip
Spouse’s Name □ Former Officer □ USPHS
_____________________________________________________ □ Auxiliary (indicate □ NOAA
Rank and Service of Spouse)
Telephone Numbers (H=Home, B=Business, C=Cell)
E-Mail
□ National MOAA Member:
_____________________________
_____________________
Applicant’s Signature
Recruiting Sponsor’s Name MOAA No.: ______________
Revised January 2007. All prior forms obsolete.

Aloha Chapter
Military Officers Association
Of America
P.O. Box 19267
Honolulu HI 96817
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Awards

2002 5-Star Chapter
2003 4-Star Chapter
2004 Winner Best Website
2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter
2004 4-Star Chapter
2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"
Recruitment Campaign
2005 5-Star Chapter
2006 4-Star Chapter
2007 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter
2007 5-Star Chapter
2008 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter

Permit No. 930

2011 Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors
Chairman—Allen Ono, USA
536-6043

onoa002@hawaii.rr.com

President—Robert Kozuki, USA
942-4047

kozukir@hawaii.rr.com

Vice Pres.—Norman Fujiwara, USA
626-4630

nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net

Treasurer—Vernon Von, USAF
732-3908

vvon777@gmail.com

Secretary—Vernon Von, USAF
732-3908

Gordon Cho, USA

vvon777@gmail.com
484-2400 gcho440443@aol.com

Executive Committee & Committee Chairs
President:
942-4047
Vice President:
626-4630
Community Affairs:
261-9430
Membership:
484-2400
Personal Affairs:
942-4047
Programs:

Mark Webster, USNR

734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com

Norman Fujiwara, USA
nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net

Tom Marzec, USN
tom.marzec@1987.usna.com
Gordon Cho, USA
gcho440443@aol.com
Robert Kozuki, USA
kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com

Jane Kekoa, Henry
Lee & Melvin Soong
Mark Webster, USNR

Publications/PR:
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wesley Fong, USA
595-6127 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Bridge:

Lawrence Enomoto, USAF 685-1521 lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com

Robert Kozuki, USA
kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com

239-7947
Fundraising:
271-1172
Golf:
626-4630

Shirley Ihara
lsi@hawaii.rr.com

Herb Nakagawa, USAF
shibikoherb@yahoo.com
Norman Fujiwara, USA
nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net

