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A Very Informative October Luncheon 

 Nineteen members and guests had a festive taco buffet luncheon 

at the Hickam Officers’ Club on Wednesday, October 19th, and 

then listened to presentations by Vilisoni Kotobalavu (from Fiji), 

the State Coordinator for the Hawaii Army National Guard Mili-

tary Funeral Honors Contact, and his assistant, SGT. James 

Reyes, the Military Funerals Honors Instructor, regarding the 

providing of  final honors to those who have served their country. 

 Vili and James described how the rendering of  Military Funeral 

Honors is a way to show the Nation’s deepest gratitude to those 

who, in times of  war and peace, have faithfully defended our 

country.  This ceremonial paying of  respect is the final demon-

stration a grateful Nation can provide to the veteran’s families. 

 They explained how family members of  the deceased veteran 

should notify the funeral director of  their desire to have Military 

Funeral Honors rendered at the internment of  their loved one 

and, with proper documentation—DD Form 214, NGB Form 22 

or Certificate of  Honorable Discharge—they will then be notified 

of  what type of  honors will be rendered at their funeral service. 

 Then, Carswell “Caz” Ross, Chief  

Master Sergeant, USAF, Ret., a Veter-

ans’ Services Coordinator for the Ha-

waii Office of  Veter-

ans’ Services, gave an 

engrossing Power-

Point presentation of  

their mission, goals, 

and what they do. 

  Their objective is to assist veterans in obtain- 

Please see Veterans Services on Page 6 

November Events 
 Set aside Wednesday, No-
vember 16th, for our annual 
Patriotic Songfest at the VA 
Center for Aging on the 
grounds of  Tripler Army 
Medical Center.  We will be 
assembling at 10 AM.  As we 
stroll thru the hallways of  this 
hospice for our valiant veter-
ans, we will again be led in 
stirring songs by Rose Baysa 
(hopefully) accompanied by 
Larry Enomoto on his uku-
lele.  Songbooks will be pro-
vided.  Small tokens of  our 
appreciation made by the Mer-
rie Ladies will be offered to 
each veteran.  It is really grati-
fying to see the smiles our lit-
tle gifts and patriotic music 
brings to these old warriors. 

Please See November Page 7 
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President’s Message 
by Robert Kozuki 

 We thank you Jane Kekoa 
and her Program Committee 
for their active planning for 
events throughout the year.  
I  hope our membership was 

able to enjoy the October Program held at the 
Hickam Officers’ Club in which several speak-
ers covered the subject of  veterans’ benefits 
from protocols of  funeral for veterans, such as 
flag and honor guard to the various VA benefit 
entitlements. 

 We will meet at 10 AM, Wednesday, November 
16th, for our annual Patriotic Song Fest for the 
veterans living at the VA Center For Aging (CFA) 
located on the grounds of  Tripler Army Medical 
Center (TAMC).  I encourage our membership to 
turn out for this heartwarming event; it means so 
much to our veterans in this nursing home. 

 Remember, this event will be followed by the 
general membership luncheon meeting to be 
held at noon at Hale Ikena, Ft Shafter. 

 A slate of  officers for our Aloha Chapter next 
year has been approved by the nominating com-
mittee chaired by Curtis Lee, our incoming 
Aloha Chapter president appointed by the Board 
of  Directors in accordance with our By Laws.  
The nominated officers (see next article) will be 
presented to our membership followed by their 
respective election to one- or two-year terms. 

 We have been informed by the State Veteran’s 
Office that the annual Lei event planned for 
the morning of  11 November 2011—Veteran’s 
Day—held at Punchbowl National Memorial 
Cemetery of  the Pacific, has been cancelled (as 
have many other events) due to security re-
quirements necessitated by the APEC  confer-
ence in Honolulu at that time.  It is my under-
standing, however, that the annual observance 
for our veterans scheduled that afternoon will 
be held as scheduled at the State Veterans’ 
Cemetery in Kaneohe. 

Notice 
 This newsletter, my 71st issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is 
published monthly by Professional Image, Mapuna-
puna, as an official publication of Aloha Chapter, 

MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817. 

 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Nov. 7, 2011  11:00 AM, Crafty Merrie Ladies gathering 
(Monday)   Gyotoku Restaurant,  98-1214 Kamehameha 

Nov. 11, 2011 1:00 PM, Veterans’ Day Commemoration, 
(Friday)    State Veterans’ Cemetery, Kaneohe 

Nov. 16, 2011 10:00 AM, Patriotic Songfest, VA Center 
(Wednesday) for Aging, Tripler Army Medical Center 

Nov. 16, 2011 Noon, Annual General Membership 
(Wednesday) Meeting, Hale Ikena, Ft. Shafter 

Nov. 20, 2011 1:00 PM, Bridge Bunch Party, Fahrni 
(Sunday)    Realty Classroom, Aiea.  Hosts:  Gary & Bev 

Nov. 21, 2011  8:00 AM, Golf Outing, Mamala Bay Golf 
(Monday)   Course, Hickam AFB 

Dec. 9, 2011  6:00 PM, Christmas Dinner, Kalia Room, 
(Friday)    Hale Koa Hotel, Ft. DeRussy, Waikiki 

Jan. 18, 2012  11:00 AM, Installation of Chapter Officers 
(Wednesday) Luncheon, Hale Ikena.  Guest Speaker:  
         Alan Lloyd, “Polynesian & Spanish Navigators” 

Chapter Officer Candidates  
 The following have agreed to serve in the po-
sitions listed, effective January 1, 2012. 

Officers 
 Vice President            Vernon Von 
 Secretary                Larry Enomoto 
 Treasurer               Art Yamamoto 

Committee Chairs 
 Membership             Gordon Cho 
 ROTC/Veteran's Affairs    Wesley Fong 
 Personal Affairs          Bob Kozuki 
 Publication/PR           Mark Webster 

Programs 
 Community Services       — 
 Program Coordinators     — 
 Scholarship              Allen Ono 
 Fundraising              Herb Nakagawa 
 Golf                   Norm Fujiwara 
 Bridge                  Shirley Ihara 
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Merrie Ladies November Event  

 On Monday, November 7th, the Merrie Ladies 
will gather at Gyotaku – Waimalu for another 
crafty event.  This time, Linda Fong will dem-
onstrate and assist us in making angel orna-
ments that can be hung on a tree or decorate a 
special package.  We will gather at 11 AM and 
meet in the small room off  the entrance of  the 
restaurant.  Supplies needed:  sewing needle 
(bring your own), scissors, and if  you have a 
bottle of  sticky glue, we can use that as well.  
We are looking forward to seeing everyone 
there.  If  you have any questions, please call 
Linda Fong at 595-6127 or Marion Von at 
732-3908. 

 We hope to see you this Monday!    Marion 

MOAA Takes on Retirement 
Critics at Hill Hearing 

 Testifying at an October 25 hearing before 
the House Armed Services Military Personnel 
Subcommittee, MOAA Government Relations 
Director Col Steve Strobridge (USAF-Ret), 
called proposals for dramatic military retire-
ment cutbacks "shockingly insensitive" to the 
extraordinary sacrifices inherent in a multi-
decade service career. 

 Subcommittee chairman Joe Wilson (R-SC) 
strongly agreed, specifically citing the "radical" 
plan proposed by the Defense Business Board 
to scrap the military defined benefit system in 
favor of  a 401(k)-style plan that would defer 
receipt of  any payments until age 60 or later. 
He took top defense leaders to task for failing 
to immediately disavow the proposal, but re-
served special criticism for Business Board 
leaders for declining to appear at the hearing to 
justify their proposal. 

Please see Retirement under attack on Page 4 

Add these Websites to your “Favorites” 

http://www.aloha-moaa.org 

http://www.moaa.org 
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Retirement under attack (continued from Page 3) 

 Strobridge said that was only one of  several 
recent plans that would have dramatically cut 
retired pay for career personnel. He said that 
would be a "formula for retention and readi-
ness disaster that would have destroyed the ca-
reer force if  it had been in effect over the last 
10 years of  war." 

 He reminded legislators the primary purpose 
of  the military retirement package is to induce 
top-quality people to serve multiple decades 
under conditions few Americans are willing to 
endure even for one term. 

 The Defense witnesses acknowledged that the 
Defense Business Board proposal would have a 
negative effect on retention, and went a step fur-
ther to refute claims by some critics that military 
retirement costs are spiraling out of  control. 

 Dr. Jo Ann Rooney, Principal Deputy, Under-
secretary of  Defense for Personnel and Readi-
ness, said the current system is "neither unaf-
fordable, nor spiraling out of  control," noting 
that retirement costs as a percentage of  pay 
have remained reasonably constant. 

 She said the Department is considering possi-
ble retirement alternatives as part of  a review 
of  the total military compensation package, 
and a top priority is to protect against negative 
recruiting and retention effects. She said the 
Pentagon has tasked Rand Corporation to do a 
study on alternatives to the system that could 
meet that goal, but no date has been set for the 
release of  results. 

 Asked to comment on why the military system 
shouldn’t be more like plans available to civilians, 
Strobridge said, "The past decade only highlights 
the enormous demands and sacrifices that have 
no counterpart in civilian employment, including 
frequent relocations that disrupt spousal earn-
ings and children's education and the prospect 
of  being deployed to a combat zone time after 
time after time, with ever-increasing odds of  
coming home a changed person." 

 He noted further that the Pentagon already 
has considerable experience with adverse ef-
fects of  previous efforts to impose retirement 
cutbacks. When Congress reduced 20-year re-
tirement benefits in 1986 for future entrants, 
he noted that then-defense secretary Caspar 
Weinberger warned legislators that it would in-
evitably undermine military readiness. That 
prediction proved accurate, and Congress had 
to repeal the cut in 1999 at the urging of  the 
Joint Chiefs of  Staff. 

 "In contrast to Secretary Weinberger's warn-
ings," Strobridge said, "[the two most recent 
Defense secretaries] have repeatedly expressed 
support for significant retirement cutbacks for 
future entrants, without a word about long-
term retention risks. In our view, that's an abdi-
cation of  their responsibility to protect future 
as well as current readiness." 

 Rep. Susan Davis (D-CA) asked whether the 
military should adopt a vesting system for the 
83% of  troops who leave service before the 20
-year point "out of  fairness" since that's be-
coming standard practice in the private sector. 

Strobridge replied that all of  the vesting op-
tions so far would fund that expensive benefit 
by imposing dramatic cuts on retirement bene-
fits for the 17% who do serve 20 to 30 years or 
more. He said there are good reasons only 17% 
are willing to endure military service conditions 
for 20-plus years. 

 "It's an odd concept of  fairness, and a perverse 
retention incentive, that would dramatically cut 
compensation for those who serve and sacrifice 
longest to pay more to those who leave early." 

 He also noted the government already ex-
tracted considerable retirement savings by cap-
ping military pay raises below private sector 
pay growth almost every year through the 
1980s and '90s. As a result, hundreds of  thou-
sands who retired under those depressed tables 
have had to forfeit thousands of  dollars a 
year in retired pay for the rest of  their lives. 
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 It was a titanic battle of  epic proportions.  

The odds were about right.  Four men and 

eight women positioned themselves around 

three tables of  bridge.  The table battles raged 

on and struggling combatants bid fiercely.  

Meanwhile, the cool and collected hostess, 

Coralie Vellis, made sure that drinks and 

goodies were available to all.  The Jensens also 

provided some of  the refreshments that com-

plemented a table of  delectable delicacies.  At 

the end of  the day, after the dust settled and 

the animals caged, there emerged four winners.  

John Kim claimed the first place prize with 

Mitzie Austin breathing down his back for a 

close second.  Third in the victory train was 

Vernon Von followed by “bubbly” Bobbi 

Carlson in fourth place. 

 Scores ranged from 4,770 

to 4,250.  As an added attrac-

tion, Mitzie Austin and 

Dayle Carlson made small 

slams.  Other combatants 

who survived with honor 

and distinction were Gary 

and Bev Jensen, Leney 

Vine, Marion Von, Joan 

White and Val Reisert. 

 The next bridge battle will 

be held on Sunday, November 

20, at 1:00 PM at the Fahrni 

Realty Classroom.  Those 

who want to play should call 

Gary and Bev Jensen at 623-

4296 or send them an e-mail 

at gjensen579@msn.com.  

They will host the next 

session.          Vern 

Aloha Chapter Party Bridge 
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Veterans Services (from Front Page) 

ing their earned state and federal entitlements, 
to supply the latest information on veterans’ is-
sues and to provide advice and support to veter-
ans making the transition back into civilian life. 

 As described by Caz, they are an extensive ad-
vocacy service for veterans and their families.  
He presented the following partial list of  their 
essential services that they provide for free: 
♦ Special housing grants up to $5000; 
♦ Free copies of  birth, marriage, divorce and 

death certificates nationwide; 
♦ Maintain DD214s; 
♦ Provide a notary public; 
♦ Provide documentation for vets license plates; 
♦ Provide tax exemptions on real property; 
♦ Tax exemption of  vehicle owned by totally 

disabled veteran for state retirement; 
♦ Verification of  active duty for state and fed-

eral retirement; 
♦ VA claims assistance; 
♦ Assist in preparation; 
♦ Review active service record; and, finally, 
♦ Burial service assistance. 

 This was a very worthwhile luncheon! 

November 
Golf Re-

port 
 The golfing gang 
played as scheduled 
at the Klipper 
Golf  Course on 
Friday, October 

28th.  It was just a 
typical fun gathering of  friends, but, 
sadly, not organized as usual by our 
perennial, efficient leader.  Norm 
was and still is in Pali Momi Hospi-
tal with gall bladder inflammation 
and related ailments.  He will be 
home soon.   We wish him well! 

Norm Fujiwara 

Note:  PenFed has replaced the old Tripler Federal 
Credit Union and PenFed is now located at both 
Fort Shafter and Tripler Army Medical Center. 
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Aloha Chapter, MOAA, Membership Application Form 
Enroll me as a Regular Member:  □  Each Year of Membership = $15   □  Five Years =$60.  (One Year FREE!) 
Enroll me as a Life Member:  □  Membership rates:  Age 71 & older=$85; 61-70=$135; 51-60=$185; 50& under=$235 
Enroll me as an Auxiliary Member:  □  (i.e., spouse of a U. S. military officer, 
surviving spouse of a deceased officer) 
AUX:  □  Each year of membership = $10.  Life Membership = $75 

_____________________________________________________ 
Name (Last  First  Middle Initial(s))  (PLEASE PRINT)  DOB (MM/DD/YY) 
_____________________________________________________ 
Address 
_____________________________________________________ 
City, State  Zip                                                           Spouse’s Name 
_____________________________________________________ 
Telephone Numbers  (H=Home, B=Business, C=Cell)          E-Mail 

_____________________________      _____________________ 
Applicant’s Signature               Recruiting Sponsor’s Name 

CHECK APPLICABLE BOXES 
STATUS      RANK     SERVICE 
□ Active  _______    □  US Army 
□ Reserve                   □  USAF 
□ National Guard      □ US Navy 
□ Retired from AD  □ USCG 
□ Retired from Resv  □ USMC 
□ Former Officer      □ USPHS 
□ Auxiliary (indicate   □ NOAA 

Rank and Service of Spouse) 

□ National MOAA Member: 
MOAA No.: ______________ 

Revised January 2007.  All prior forms obsolete. 

November  (from Front Page) 

 Following our singing of  
songs for our veterans at the 
Center for Aging--incidentally, a 
singing voice is not required, 
just a charitable and joyous dis-
position--we will gather at the 
Hale Ikena at Ft. Shafter for 
our annual membership lunch-
eon.  Those that are unable to 
join us at the CFA may do so at 
noon at the Hale Ikena.  This is 
an important meeting.  Not 
only is there the fabulous fel-
lowship, but we will be electing 
our Aloha Chapter officers for 
either one- or two-year terms 
beginning next year.  The slate 
of  chapter officers nominated 
by the nominating committee 
headed by Curtis Lee, our in-
coming chapter president appointed by the Board of  Directors, is listed on page 2 of  this newslet-
ter.  You will note that there are two vacant positions.  Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor to fill these vacancies.  Caution:  you may be volunteered if  you are absent! 

 If  you will be joining us for the buffet luncheon 
at Hale Ikena, please complete the Reserva-
tion Form on this page and return it ASAP.   

Welcome to Our New Member 

William W. Higgins, COL, USA, Ret. 
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*   2002 5-Star Chapter 

*   2003 4-Star Chapter 

*   2004 Winner Best Website 

*   2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter 

*   2004 4-Star Chapter 

*   2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"      
    Recruitment Campaign 

*   2005 5-Star Chapter 

*   2006 4-Star Chapter 

*   2007 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter 

*   2007 5-Star Chapter 

*   2008 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter 

Aloha Chapter                  Awards 

2011 Aloha Chapter Leadership 

Directors 

Chairman—Allen Ono, USA 

 536-6043 onoa002@hawaii.rr.com 

President—Robert Kozuki, USA 

 942-4047 kozukir@hawaii.rr.com 

Vice Pres.—Norman Fujiwara, USA 

 626-4630 nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net 

Treasurer—Vernon Von, USAF 

 732-3908 vvon777@gmail.com 

Secretary—Vernon Von, USAF 

 732-3908 vvon777@gmail.com 

Gordon Cho, USA 484-2400 gcho440443@aol.com 

Lawrence Enomoto, USAF 685-1521 lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com 

Mark Webster, USNR 734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com 

Executive Committee & Committee Chairs 

President:          Robert Kozuki, USA 
      942-4047  kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com 

Vice President:       Norman Fujiwara, USA 
      626-4630  nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net 

Community Affairs:    Tom Marzec, USN 
      261-9430  tom.marzec@1987.usna.com 

Membership:        Gordon Cho, USA 
      484-2400  gcho440443@aol.com 

Personal Affairs:      Robert Kozuki, USA 
      942-4047  kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com 

Programs:          Jane Kekoa, Henry Lee,
            Melvin Soong & Ira Tagawa 

Publications/PR:      Mark Webster, USNR 
      734-5994  markster96816@gmail.com 

ROTC/Veteran Affairs:  Wesley Fong, USA 
      595-6127  wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 

Bridge:            Shirley Ihara 
      239-7947  lsi@hawaii.rr.com 

Fundraising:         Herb Nakagawa, USAF 
      271-1172  shibikoherb@yahoo.com 

Golf:             Norman Fujiwara, USA 
      626-4630  nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net 


