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Informative Tour of JPAC
At 9:30 AM on Thursday, January 22nd, about
80 members and guests of the Aloha and Hawaii
Chapters, MOAA, gathered at the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), the
largest forensic anthropology laboratory in the
world, for a very interesting and exceedingly professional tour of the facility at Hickam AFB.
JPAC is manned by approximately 400 handpicked Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines and
Department of the Navy civilians. The mission
of JPAC, activated on Oct. 1, 2003, from the
merger of the 30-year-old U.S. Army Central
Identification Laboratory, Hawaii, and the 11year-old Joint Task Force, is to achieve the fullest
possible accounting of all Americans missing as a
result of the nation's past conflicts. To date, over
1,400 Americans have been identified at an average of about six individuals a month.
Each year, JPAC conducts at least five recovery
missions associated with the Korean War, ten
missions in Southeast Asia for Vietnam War
cases, and ten missions in other areas of the
world to search for MIAs associated with World
War II and the Cold War. The recovery and
identification process may take years to complete.
Because of the large size of our group, we were
broken into 3 groups for professional presentations in 3 broad areas of JPAC operations: an
overall overview, recovery and identification.
What was particularly noteworthy was the respect that all personnel at JPAC bestowed upon
the remains that they were attempting to identify,
from the time of excavation, transportation, to
final identification and return of a thoroughly
verified, no-longer MIA, to family members.
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Before we departed to a buffet luncheon at the
nearby Sea Breeze Restaurant, we were greeted
by the personable Commander of JPAC, Rear
Admiral Donna L. Crisp, who assumed command of this vital operation in January, 2008.

Installation Luncheon
At our annual installation meeting, a buffet
luncheon at Hale Ikena on Thursday, January
15th, with MG Vern Miyagi, USA, Ret., presiding,
the elected members of our Board of Directors
for 2009 were officially installed to their office.
Prior to this ceremony, MG Miyagi gave the
approximately 35 members and guests attending
this ceremony an update of the U.S. Army National Guard’s current activities and successes in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Our Board of Directors
Only a partial Bob
Kozuki, Allen Ono,
Joe Magaldi, Jr.,
Mitzi Austin,.
Vernon Von, Mark
Webster, Lawrence
Enomoto and Norm
Fujiwara.
The ninth member,
Jerry Lesperance, is
not pictured.
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President’s Message
by Robert Kozuki
For a number of years the
Aloha Chapter has supported
the Institute for Human Services (IHS) during our annual
fund raising by providing gifts
of chicken and providing the volunteers to serve
the food to the homeless. The news is full of the
economic down turn, Wall Streets down turn, the
recession, along with funding shortfall of all the
charities in Honolulu and the decrease in contribution to food banks. Thus, it is particularly important for the Aloha Chapter to continue to
support IHS during their time of increased service demands and funding shortfall that appears
to be attributed to the recession.
The February 26, 2009, luncheon and program
at the Hale Ikena will feature a speaker from the
Institute of Human Services to discuss their program and how our contribution of food and volunteers impact on their program. Please send in
the Reservation Form on Page 7 right now.
I encourage our membership to participate by
attending the luncheon, learn more about IHS,
and consider contributing to IHS. Please contribute either your time or your gift of chickens
the Aloha Chapter will be selling at their fund
raiser on April 26, 2009, at the Kalihi Waena Elementary School, 1240 Gulick Avenue, located on
the first street east of Middle Street toward Diamond Head. Note that this is a different location
from Fern School, where we have had our
chicken sale for many years.

Chairman’s Corner
Newsletter is Vital Link
That Binds Chapter
Members Together
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bers and spouses to keep abreast of chapter activities and to stay connected with each other.
Today’s featured member is Mark Webster,
our star communicator-in-chief, chairman of the
Public Relations and Publications Committee,
webmaster and member of the Board of Directors. We can always rely on valuable Mark and
gracious wife Helene to willingly help at activities and improve the chapter by providing the
linkage and network that hold us together.
We asked Mark about himself to get to know
him better.
Time spent on newsletter. Two, sometimes
three concentrated days to prepare, print, label
and mail it to all members by the end of the
month. Then, the chapter web site is updated
and the electronic version of the current newsletter is uploaded onto it. See Chairman Page 4

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb. 6, 2009 11 AM, Merrie Ladies Heart to Heart
(Friday)
Luncheon, Pacific Beach Oceanarium
Feb. 8, 2009 1:00 PM, Bridge Bunch Party Bridge
(Sunday)
Fahrni Realty Classroom, Aiea
Feb. 23, 2009 Golf Outing, Navy/Marine Golf
(Friday)
Course, Valkenburgh Avenue
Feb. 26, 2009 11:30 AM, Luncheon at Hale Ikena.
(Thursday)
Guest speaker from IHS. See Page 7
March 24, 2009 11:00 AM, Tour of Asia Pacific Center
(Tuesday)
for Security Studies, Ft. DeRussy.
Luncheon site TBA
April 26, 2009 Annual Chicken Sale Fundraiser,
(Sunday)
Kalihi Waena Elementary School
May 15, 2009 Lite Dinner at Hale Ikena followed
(Friday)
by attending play Children of Eden
at Richardson Theater, Ft. Shafter
June 26, 2009 Hawaii Army Museum Society
(Friday)
(HAMS) Golf Tournament, Leilehua
Golf Course, Schofield Barracks
Sept. 17-21, `09 Twinning at Las Vegas Chapter
and attending UH-UNLV game
Dec. 9, 2009 Christmas Dinner, Hale Koa Hotel

by Allen Ono, Chairman
of the Board

Notice

An essential and critical Aloha
Chapter service is provided by
this newsletter that allows mem-

This Newsletter is published monthly by New Tech Imaging, Mapunapuna, as an official publication of Aloha Chapter, MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Merrie Ladies — This ‘n’ That
Thanks to all of you ladies, the cookbook project
we began last year is almost complete. The Aloha
Chapter Scholarship Committee was presented a
check of $6,000 at the January 15th Aloha Chapter
Luncheon. We still have some books left but
hope to sell them all in the next few months. If
you know of others who still need or want a cookbook, please contact Evelyn Ono at 536-6043.
One of our contributors to the cookbook called
to say there was a mistake in the measurement for
sugar in her Butter Yaki recipe. She meant to put
¼ cup sugar instead of ½ cup. Please make a
note in your cookbooks and pass that info on as
you wish. We also want to apologize to Joan
Lee for listing her Spinach–Artichoke Dip as
Spinach–Avocado Dip. After all of our editing
and re-checking, we still did not notice the error.
Please don't forget our February 6th luncheon at
the Oceanarium Restaurant in the Pacific Beach
Hotel. A good time is planned for all who attend.
Marion

The Cookbook Committee of the Merrie Ladies—
Mazie Kozuki, Evelyn Ono, Marion Von and
Esther Takenaka—donating a $6,000 check from
their cookbook sales to the Aloha Chapter Scholarship
Fund. Happily receiving it are Allen Ono, left front,
Chairman of the Scholarship Board of Trustees, and one of
his assistants in managing the Fund, Hal Takenaka.
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Chairman’s Corner (Cont. from Page 2)
Military service. Joined Naval Reserve in
1962 as alternative to draft (or a marriage exemption) and lure of the sea and adventure. Graduated from Officer Candidate School and the U.S.
Naval Justice School at Newport, Rhode Island.
Served as the Legal Officer and Communications
Division Officer aboard a seaplane tender in the
Western Pacific conducting aerial surveillance
during Vietnam War. Stationed at Pearl Harbor
distributing highly classified key cards, publications and equipment to Naval and Marine forces
throughout the Pacific, mostly to Vietnam. Retired from active duty in 1966, remained in Naval
Reserve for 18 years, participating in RIMPAC
exercises on the Mainland, Canada and New Zealand, retiring as a lieutenant commander.
Proud accomplishment. Commissioned as
an ensign from OCS as more than a third of the
class failed to graduate. Career led to exciting, fulfilling career, retirement benefits, TRICARE eligibility and exchange and commissary privileges.
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Education. Punahou School and University of
California at Fresno (Bachelor of Science in geology).
Civilian profession. Used geology education
to become sugar agriculture supervisor on Kauai
and Big Island. After a decade, got tired of raising cane and moved into industrial sales and
eventually worked at PaperSource, a major
wholesale paper, plastic and chemical distribution
company at Campbell Industrial Park. Retired
from civilian career in March, 2006.
How you met Helene. Waikiki neighbor and
Helene’s coworker gave him her number. He
called, they talked for two hours like old friends,
went on a blind date at Chuck’s Steak House in
Hawaii Kai and two years later got married. They
celebrate their 30th anniversary this year.

Helene and Mark Webster
Hobbies. Traveling, reading, swimming and
working with the computer.
Recent books read. The Source by James Michener, a huge historical novel beginning in 7850 BC
about how religion evolved and influenced mankind.
The Appeal, latest legal thriller by John Grisham.
Last trip from Hawaii. Space-available flight
last Sept. from Hickam to Milwaukee, WI, and then
to St. Paul, MN, by bus to visit sister and her family.
Next trips. Space-A flights to California with
Helene for a Super Bowl party and to Japan in
spring with Joe Kuroda to see cherry blossoms.
What many don’t know. Lived in Beirut,
Lebanon, as a teen, when it was a beautiful,
peaceful city, as dad worked for Trans-Arabian
Pipeline company during construction of a pipeline from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean.
Traveled all over Middle East from Dead Sea to
Jerusalem to Damascus to Cyprus and Turkey.
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Aloha Chapter Party Bridge
The January Party Bridge session was held at the
Fahrni Residence on Sunday the 18th, hosted by
Vernon and Marion Von. The hosts had lots of
“ono” snacks and drinks before play began at 1
PM and during the 5-table session. (There was one
“no-show”, but since those not actively involved
helped fill-in, play was not adversely affected).
Amassing the most points - 5,390 - during this
session was Dayle Carlson, the only one to score
in the 5,000’s. Other top scores honored, in descending order, were: Barbara Chong, Mary
Ellen Reed, Marion Von, Helen Fahrni, and Les
Ihara. Other participants were: Mitzi Austin,
Bobbi Carlson, Shirley Ihara, John Kim, Dave
& Lois Luehring, Gary & Bev Jensen, Dan Matthews, Vernon Von, Harriet Weissman, Phyllis
Williams, and guest Hazel Theodore. No slams
were bid and made during this session.

Twinning 2009

Top Scoring Bridge Players
Seated, left to right, Helen Fahrni, Mary Ellen
Reed, Champion Dayle Carlson, Barbara Chong
and Les Ihara. Marion Von, another top scorer, is
standing with her husband and fellow host, Vernon Von
The next party bridge session will be held in the
Fahrni Realty Classroom in Aiea on Sunday, February 8th, beginning at 1 PM and will be hosted by
Bill & Trudi Ernst. Those who didn’t sign-up at
the January session but are interested in playing
on that date are asked to contact Bill or Trudi
not later than Wednesday, February 4th. Shirley

Welcome to Our New
Aloha Chapter Member
Norman Y. Saito, COL, USA, Ret.

The 3rd twinning visit to Las Vegas and the
Southern Nevada MOAA Chapter, the activities
concept, and budget were recently approved by
the Executive Committee for the period 17 - 21
September 2009. This period was chosen since it
includes the UH - UNLV football game on Saturday the 19th which many chapter members and
spouses are planning to attend.
Coordinating Twinning 2009 for Aloha Chapter
are Les & Shirley Ihara who have been in contact with the Southern Nevada Chapter coordinators, Jack & Nancy Taylor. The twinning activities concept includes a joint dinner meeting
on Thursday (their normal meeting night) or Friday night, golf outing on Friday and Saturday
mornings, a shopping tour to Trader Joe’s and
an outlet mall on Friday morning, a show (or
dinner-show) on Friday, (or Thursday if joint
meeting is changed to Friday), and a Sunday evening hosted reception/dinner. (Although many
will be attending the football game on Saturday
night, it is not an official twinning activity.)
See Twinning 2009 Page 7
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January
Golf Report
Friday, January 23rd,
was the inauguration of
the Aloha Chapter 2009
Golf Program. What a
beautiful day to open the
program, dry with warm
sun and breezy trade
winds. Initially, we had
24 players signing up,
Norm Fujiwara
making for an ideal grouping of six tee times. However we had one cancellation: reason, kranken German auto needing
some TLC from a German mechanic. Gee,
Leroy, I hope it did not cost you an arm and a
leg; see you next month.
All 23 remaining golfers showed up at Barbers
Point Golf Course ready to open the new golf
season. The gang was led by the first group consisting of Allen Ono, Bob Kozuki (welcome
back Bob), Mert Agena and Ken Munechika,
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they were followed by the team of John Ma, his
guest Glenn Young, Kelly Lau, and Mel
Soong, then a group led by Gordon Cho and his
guest Paul Yamashige, Dick Towne and John
Holmes, then came the group of Cedric Chong,
Ron Katto, Bob Nagao, and Howard Okada,
followed a trio of Jack Bohman, Larry Enomoto and Ken Yamada, bringing up the rear
were Len Katsarsky and Honeyjean Katsarsky
(welcome back both of you, it has been a while),
and Alice Fujiwara and yours truly. I would like
to say welcome to all the guests and those
"haven't seen you in a while players."
It was great to see two wahine golfers, but I
sure hope we can get a lot more wahine golfers
joining in on our golf program.
Now for the big winners of our mega jackpot, in
fourth place was the pair of Honeyjean Katsarsky and Cedric Chong, they were followed by
Paul Yamashige and Mert Agena in third place,
in second place was the pair of Glenn Young
and Ken Munechika, and the best of the best in
first place was the pair of John Ma and yours
truly. Congratulations to all the winners and a big
Mahalo to all the participants who helped to open
our 2009 Aloha Chapter Golf Season.
Now for our thought of the day: “Never put
off until tomorrow what you can
get someone wise to do today.”
Our next golf outing will be Friday, February 23rd, at Navy/Marine
Golf Course.
‘Till then, Aloha and good golfing.

Recruit A New Member!
Your Aloha Chapter is always looking for new
members—active duty, retirees, and auxiliary
members—all are welcome and will enjoy the camaraderie of the Aloha Chapter. Make it your
goal to recruit at least one new member in 2009.
Cut out the Membership Application on Page 7 of
this newsletter to give to a prospective member.

Add these Websites to your “Favorites”

http://www.aloha-moaa.org
http://www.moaa.org
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Twinning 2009 (Cont. Pg. 5)
Travel and hotel accommodations for Twinning 2009 are
being left up to each individual
since there are many and varied
“packages” being offered by
local travel agencies and deciding on a specific group travel
package would have been difficult. So those planning to participate in Twinning 2009 just
need to keep in mind the activities scheduled above when
making travel arrangements.
To assist our Las Vegas hosts in
planning and arranging twinning
activities, our coordinators need
to know who and how many
chapter members, spouses, and
guests plan to participate in each
of the activities specified above.
Therefore, in establishing a count of our twinning
group, all those planning to participate in any or
all Twinning 2009 activities are asked to contact
Les or Shirley as soon as possible. As more specifics of twinning activities are received from our
hosts, those individuals will receive timely notices
which will also appear in subsequent newsletters.
Please be sure to contact Les or Shirley Ihara, telephone: 239-7947 or e-mail to: lsi@hawaii.rr.com if and
when you decide to participate in Twinning 2009! Les
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Member is “Living Treasure”
Congratulations to Bert Nishimura,
who has been designated a Living
Treasure. "We want to recognize people for their years of service to the community, for making it a better place,"
said Margaret Oda, Living Treasures
Committee chairwoman. "These people
have contributed significantly to the community to
make it a more humane and better society." Mark
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P.O. Box 19267
Honolulu HI 96817
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Awards

2002 5-Star Chapter
2003 4-Star Chapter
2004 Winner Best Website
2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter
2004 4-Star Chapter
2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"
Recruitment Campaign
2005 5-Star Chapter
2006 4-Star Chapter
2007 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter
2007 5-Star Chapter

Permit No. 930

2009 Aloha Chapter Leadership
Directors
Chairman— Allen Ono, USA
536-6043
onoa002@hawaii.rr.com
President —Robert Kozuki, USA
942-4047
kozukir@hawaii.rr.com
Vice Pres.—Norman Fujiwara, USA
626-4630
nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net
Treasurer— Vernon Von, USAF
732-3908
vvon777@gmail.com
Secretary—Vernon Von, USAF
732-3908
vvon777@gmail.com

Mitzi Austin, AUX

486-0900

Lawrence Enomoto, USAF
685-1521 lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com
Jerry O. Lesperance, USCG 488-5205 jlesperance@hawaii.rr.com
Joe Magaldi, Jr., USMC

589-1390 italiahawaii@hotmail.com

Mark Webster, USNR

734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com

Officers and Committee Chairs
President:
Robert Kozuki, USA
942-4047 kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com
Vice President:
Norman Fujiwara, USA
626-4630 nfujiwara@earthlink.net
Community Affairs:
Tom Marzec, USN
261-9430 tom.marzec@1987.usna.com
Membership:
Gordon Cho, USA
484-2400 gcho440443@aol.com
Personal Affairs:
Robert Kozuki, USA
942-4047 kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com
Programs:
Robert Kozuki, USA
942-4047 kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com
Publications/PR:
Mark Webster, USNR
734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com
ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wesley Fong , USA
595-6127 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Fundraising:
271-1172
Historian:
306-2290

Herb Nakagawa, USAF
shibikoherb@yahoo.com
Nari Hamlin , USA
narivee@aol.com

