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 Fourteen men and women associated with the 
Southern Nevada Chapter, MOAA, will be mak-
ing a trip to Hawaii in September as part of the 
annual Twinning Program with our chapter.  
This will be the Las Vegas-based chapter’s third 
trip to Hawaii and follows our chapter’s visit to 
Las Vegas last September for meetings with them 
(and to attend the UH–UNLV football game 
which UH won with a score of 49 — 14). 
 Although the Las Vegas group will arrive in Ha-
waii on Saturday, September 13th, they will go 
directly to the island of Maui for five nights for 
which our chapter has no responsibilities.  The 
group will arrive in Honolulu on Thursday after-
noon, September 18th, and that evening there will 
be a dinner meeting at the Oahu Veterans’ Cen-
ter, beginning at 6 PM.  Chapter members, 
spouses and guests are encouraged to attend this 
meeting to meet and “break bread” with the 
members of our Twinning chapter. 

 There will also be a 
guest speaker that eve-
ning.  Janet Eli, Presi-
dent/CEO of the Alz-
heimer’s Association, 
Aloha Chapter, will 
give an informative 
and entertaining  talk 
on the topic “Maintain 
Your Brain.”  It will be 
a sequel to that which 

she presented to the chapter in March, 2007, but 
will focus on how to live a brain-healthy lifestyle 
and potentially reduce the risk of Alzheimer’s. 
                  See Twinning Page 5 

Twinning 2008 

War Historian Presentation/
Book Signing on Ford Island 

 Ralph Wetterhahn, a former 
USAF and USN combat pilot, 
noted war historian and distin-
guished speaker will give a talk 
to our members on “Aircraft Ar-
chaeology and the Search for Our 
Missing in Action” after a lunch-
eon on September 23rd at the 
Pacific Aviation Museum on 
Ford Island.  He is the author of 

“The Last Battle: The Maraguez Incident and End of the 
War in Vietnam” and a WW II saga, “The Last 
Flight of Bomber 31.”  Other noted published articles 
and documentaries include: “Bomber 31”, “Mystery 
on Guadalcanal,” “Missing in MIG Alley,” “Viet 
Cong’s Chu Chi Tunnels,” and “Nine Minutes over Ha-
noi.”  These are good topics for the Q & A period. 
 This will be a rare opportunity to hear and discuss 
elements of past wars.  Additionally, a tour ($14 
value) of the Pacific 
Aviation Museum, with 
new exhibits, is in-
cluded along with the 
catered luncheon con-
sisting of fire-roasted 
breast of marinated 
chicken, tropical fruit 
salsa, island salad, rice, 
veggies and desert.  
See Reservation 
Form Page 4. 
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Notice 
 This Newsletter is published monthly by New Tech Imag-
ing, Mapunapuna, as an official publication of Aloha Chap-
ter, MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817.  
 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sept 14, 2008   1:00 PM, Bridge Bunch, site to be an-
(Sunday)     nounced.  Hosts:  Coralie and Jane 

Sept 18-22, 2008 Twinning with the Las Vegas Chapter 

Sept 18, 2008   6:00 PM, Catered Dinner Meeting with 
(Thursday)    Las Vegas Chapter, Oahu Veterans’    
          Center.  Guest Speaker:  Janet Eli 

Sept 23, 2008   11:00 AM, Catered Luncheon and Tour 
(Tuesday)     of Pacific Aviation Museum, Ford Island 
          Guest Speaker:  Ralph Wetterhahn 

Sept 29, 2008   Golf Outing, Leilehua Golf Course 

Oct. 31, 2008   11:30 AM, Luncheon Meeting, Hale 
(Friday)      Ikena.  Topic:  Medicaid coverage 

Nov. 19, 2008   11:30 AM, Annual Elections of Chapter 
(Wednesday)   Officers Luncheon Meeting, Hale Ikena 

Dec. 9, 2008   6:00 PM, Hawaii Chapter Annual 
(Tuesday)     Christmas Dinner, Hale Koa Hotel 

Dec. 10, 2008   6:00 PM, Aloha Chapter Annual 
(Wednesday)   Christmas Dinner, Hale Koa Hotel 

President’s Message 
by Joe Magaldi, Jr. 

 Take a look at our banner on 
the front page of this newsletter.  
You’ll notice with pride that our 
Aloha Chapter has again attained 

the top 5-Star status!  This recognition by MOAA 
in Virginia is primarily—if not exclusively—due 
to the efforts and dedication of Les Ihara, our 
Chapter president last year.  Bravo Zulu Les! 

 On Friday, August 15, 
about 35 members and 
guests enjoyed a joint 
buffet luncheon and fel-
lowship at Hale Ikena, Ft. 
Shafter.  We particularly 
enjoyed the very interest-
ing PowerPoint presenta-
tion on Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
by Nadine Shigezawa, 
Ph.D, VA Clinical Psy-
chologist at TAMC.  She 
explained that psycho-
logical trauma is any life 
experience beyond the 

realm of normal human experiences.  Generally, it is 
a life threatening event that elicits intense fear, help-
lessness and/or horror.  The consequence is an anxi-
ety stress disorder that includes depression.  Some 
symptoms are transient and may resume with a situ-
ational stress, such as fireworks.  PTSD is not only 
an affliction of the military in combat, but is mani-
fested in victims of violent, invasive crimes, such as 
rape and attempted murder.  In addition to modern 
medicines, treatments involve confronting and com-
bating one’s fears instead of suppressing them. 
 You may have noticed that there has been an 
inexorable integration of many aspects of the 
Aloha and Hawaii Chapters this year.  Because we 
have similar backgrounds, united by service to our 
country, this trend will continue.  We have the 
same desires to support our uniformed services.  
Our choices to make Hawaii our home connect 
us.  Contributing to our community brings us to-
gether.  This common ground is extensive, obvi-
ous and powerful.  Focusing on and sharing that 
common ground makes both Chapters better. 

Presumptive Chapter Officers 
 The slate of nominees for our Aloha Chapter 
Board of Directors for the years 2009 & 2010 are: 
  LTG Allen Ono, Army  
  MAJ Larry Enomoto, USAF 
  LTC Robert Kozuki, Army and 
  MAJ Norman Fujiwara, Army 
 The Nominating Committee of Gordon Cho, 
Vernon Von and Jerry Lesperance notes that 
all of the nominees have had experience with 
Chapter leadership either as a Board member or 
as a member of the Executive Committee. 
 You will be asked to vote for these nominees at 
the Chapter’s annual election meeting in Novem-
ber. At that time nominations will also be ac-
cepted from the floor. The present Board mem-
bers who will carry over from 2008 into 2009 are: 
BG Mert Agena, Army; COL Walter Kino-
shita, Army; CAPT Jerry Lesperance, USCG; 
and LCDR Mark Webster, USNR. 
 Any member having comments or questions on 
the above are invited to contact Jerry Lesperance 
at JLesperance@Hawaii.rr.com or at 488-5205. Nadine Shigezawa com-

mended after her talk by 
President Joe Magaldi, Jr. 
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Manoa Heritage Center Tour 
 On Thursday, August 14th, thirteen attendees 
were taken on a tour of the lovely and historic 
grounds of the Manoa Heritage Center.  We 
watched a video about the background of the 
center and learned why the property is being de-
veloped as a preservation site.  We learned of the 
great love the Cooke's have for the heiau and the 
native plants and trees that are located on their 
property and of their wish to share these with the 
people of Hawaii.  After viewing the gardens and 

the heiau, we drove a short distance to the Waioli 
Tea Room where we enjoyed a delicious lunch. 
We appreciate Shirley Ihara planning this infor-
mative tour and choosing the luncheon site.  A 
grand time was had by all.  Attendees were:  Les 
and Shirley Ihara, Wes and Linda Fong, Eve-
lyn Ono, Mazie Kozuki, Esther Takenaka, 
Mimi Deibler, Lani McKeague, Taffy Wells, 
Janet Hee, Shirley Todd, and Marion Von. 
 The next Merrie Ladies function will be on 
Monday, November 3rd, at the Gyotaku restau-
rant in Waimalu.  More information will be in the 
next newsletter.                 Marion 

Merrie Ladies and guests waiting for lunch to be served at the 
Waioli Tea Room after their tour of the Manoa Heritage Center 

2009 Entertainment Books 
 The players of the Aloha Chapter Party Bridge  
group are selling Entertainment Books again this 
year to raise funds for their year-round program.  
This year they are being sold for only $25 each! 
 Chapter members or spouses wishing to buy an 
Entertainment Book(s) to support their group 
are asked to call Shirley Ihara at 239-7947. 
 As was done in past years, any excess funds will 
be donated to our Chapter’s Scholarship Fund. 
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Add these Websites to your “Favorites” 
http://www.aloha-moaa.org 

http://www.moaa.org 

Attention All Veterans! 
Become an Involved 
Citizen During this   
Political Campaign 

 While most of us retired and 
mothballed our uniforms years ago, 
we are once again being called upon 
to step forward in defense of our 
American way of life.  We're asked to 
carefully examine the issues and the 
positions of each candidate in this 
campaign and actively support and 
vote for the one we feel best qualified 
to be our next Commander-in-Chief.  
Rarely has the outcome of a presiden-
tial election been more critical to the 
future of our families and future gen-
erations.  In these perilous times, no 
element of society is more qualified 
and/or capable of making the right 

decision than we, the Military Veterans of Amer-
ica.  And this decision at this time in history is 
without doubt one of the most critically impor-
tant of our lifetime. 
 To become more involved and receive cam-
paign alerts and updates from either of the major 
candidates, please contact: 
  McCain Veterans Hawaii Chair, Aloha Chap- 
  ter member Darrell Large, LTC, USA, Ret. 
  McCainVetsHi@aol.com or call 395-6825  
  or 285-6825; 
  Honolulu County Chair, McCain Veterans Ha-
  waii, Aloha Chapter member William O. Na-
  tions, COL, USAF, Ret. 
  Bill06@hawaii.rr.com or call 637-6124 or   
  554-0940; 
  Obama for America, Andrew Winer, State   
  Director.  AndrewWiner@hotmail.com or  
  call 227-5932. 
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Aloha Chapter Party Bridge 
 The Chapter's August Party Bridge session was 
held in the Colonnade on The Green's Recrea-
tion Room on Sunday the 17th, hosted by Dave 
& Lois Luehring.  The location change and a 
somewhat low participation (only 3 tables played) 
were due in part to the hospitalization and/or ill-
health of three regular players – Len Fahrni, 
Helen Hubbell, and Jane Miller.  The other 
regulars wish Len, Helen and Jane their best 
wishes for early and complete recoveries. 
    With no slams being bid and made, and except 
for the top scorer, final scores reflected a very 
competitive and hard-fought session.  The top 
scorer was Edy Kuwamoto, followed her hus-
band Mel, Anna Blackwell, and Harriet Weiss-
man.  Other participants were:  Mitzi Austin, Les 
& Shirley Ihara, Dave & Lois Luehring, Cor-
alie Vellis, Phyllis Williams, and visiting guest 
Thalia Hemming, Coralie's daughter.  Mahalo 
goes to Dave & Lois for being wonderful hosts! 

    The next party bridge session will be held on 
Sunday, September 14th, beginning at 1 PM.  It 
will be hosted by Coralie Vellis and Jane Miller 
and played at a site not determined to date.  
Those planning to participate are asked to con-
tact Coralie by telephone: 373-2815, or e-mail:  
coralie@hawaii.rr.com not later than Sun-
day, September 7th.               Shirley 

 

Seated, L to R:  Harriet Weissman - 4th pl; Anna 
Blackwell - 3rd pl; and Edy Kuwamoto - top scorer. 

Standing are hosts Lois & Dave Luehring. 

Twinning (cont. from Page 1) 
 The dinner will be catered and will include the fol-
lowing:  Entrees - Shoyu Chicken, Sweet-Sour 
Spare Ribs, and Mahimahi; Salads - Macaroni-
potato salad, and Caesar’s salad; rice, and coffee, 
tea, and punch.  All attendees will receive free tick-
ets for donated Door Prizes. Cost per person is $15, 
due with reservation.  Reservations are required by 
Wednesday, September 10th.  Please mail in the Res-
ervation Form on this page right away. 
 The Las Vegas group plans to visit the Pacific 
Aviation Museum and USS Missouri on Friday and 
hope to tour Pearl Harbor in one of the CINPAC 
Barges. 
 The group has a free day on Saturday, but that 
evening they are all invited to a reception/dinner at 
the Ihara residence.  All current chapter leaders as 
well as chapter members and spouses who partici-
pated in prior Twinning events are invited to be 
present at this informal gathering to foster good 
and lasting relationships with our twinning partners 
from Las Vegas.  Those desiring to attend this 
event are asked to contact Les or Shirley Ihara not 
later than September 10th.  See Twinning Page 7 
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Soong and Keely Lau, John Ma's guest; the sec-
ond group consisted of Gordon Cho, Stan Furu-
kawa and Gordon's guests Mike Proctor and 
Don Conknight; following them were Ken 
Munechika, Leroy Perry and his guests Monte 
Hess and Ken Sussell; then the team of Walter 
Kinoshita, Ron Katto, Bob Nagao, and the 
guest of Walter, Richard Young; they were fol-
lowed by Jack Bohman, Dick Towne, Howard 
Okada, and Ira Tagawa; then following was the 
team of Joe Kuroda, Larry Enomoto and Ken 
Yamada; and bringing up the rear was the four-
some of Curtis Lee, Kenzo Kanemoto, Alice 
Fujiwara and yours truly.  I would like to welcome 
all of the guests and a special welcome to Aloha 
Chapter member Bob Nagao, playing for the first 
time, and Kenzo Kanemoto, who has not partici-
pated in our golf program for a couple of years. 
 Now for the winners of the mega-jackpot.  In 
fourth place there was a tie between three teams, 
but when a tie breaker was applied the team of 
Walter Kinoshita and Bob Nagao triumphed, 
in third place was the team of Mel Soong and 
Ken Yamada, in second place was the team of 
Ron Katto and Ken Sussell, and the Champions 
of the Day was the team of Leroy Perry and 
Mike Proctor.  Congratulations to all the win-
ners and thank you to all of the contributors. 
 Our thought of the day is from a former PGA 
member who said, “Golf and sex are about the 
only things you can enjoy without being good at it.” 
 Our next golf outing will be on Monday, Sep-
tember 29th, at Leilehua Golf Course. 
Aloha and good golfing,  Norm 

Welcome to Our New Member 
Richard S. Young, COL, HARNG, Ret. 

August Golf Report 
 This month's attendance be-
gan as a "red-letter day" for 
the Aloha Chapter's golfers.  I 
had thirty-one players signed 
up on Monday, but then there 
were three cancellations, so we 
had only twenty-seven players; 
however, that was sufficient to 
fill the seven tee times that I 

had requested at the Navy Marine Golf Course 
on Friday, August 29th. 
 Shortly after I went to bed, it seemed as though 
the skies had broken wide open because it was 
pouring rain in Mililani-Mauka.  Again, when I 
woke up early in the morning, more rain.  Finally 
when the alarm went off, the rain had stopped 
and things looked at lot more promising. 
 Since all of the players were present earlier than 
our scheduled 9:15 AM tee time, we were able to 
tee off shortly after nine of clock.  Our group that 
led us off consisted of Allen Ono, John Ma, Mel 

Recruit A New Member! 

 Your  Aloha Chapter is always looking for new 
members—active duty, retirees, and auxiliary 
members, all are welcome and will enjoy the ca-
maraderie of the Aloha Chapter.  Make it your 
goal to recruit at least one new member in 2008.  
Cut out the Membership Application on Page 7 
to give to a prospective member.. 

Norm Fujiwara 
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Twinning (Cont. from Page 5) 
Chapter members are being asked to provide transportation for our guests during their stay on Oahu.  Specific 
requirements are: 
  1.  Thursday, September 18. 1:48 PM. Pick-up at the airport and transportation to Hale Koa Hotel where 
the group will stay while in Honolulu.   
  2.  Also later that day, at 5:30 PM. Transport the group from Hale Koa Hotel to the Oahu Veterans’ Center for 
the joint dinner meeting and back to the hotel after the meeting. 
  3.  Friday, September 19. 
Time in AM TBA.  Transport 
group from Hale Koa Hotel to 
Ford Island for Pacific Aviation 
Museum and USS Missouri tours 
and return later that day. 
  4.  Saturday, September 20.  
5:30 PM.  Transport group from 
Hale Koa Hotel to Ihara resi-
dence in Kaneohe for recep-
tion/dinner and back to hotel.  
  5.  Monday, September 22.  8 
PM.  Transport group to HNL 
for return trip to Las Vegas. 
 Chapter members who are 
willing to provide transportation 
for any of the above require-
ments are asked to contact Les 
or Shirley Ihara as soon as pos-
sible.  Additional special instruc-
tions will be provided selected 
drivers for each requirement 
later to insure proper timing and 
coordination.      Les 
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*   2002 5-Star Chapter 
*   2002 Excellence in Recruiting Award 
*   2003 Honorable Mention Newsletter 
*   2003 4-Star Chapter 
*   2004 Winner Best Website 
*   2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter 
*   2004 4-Star Chapter 
*   2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"      
    Recruitment Campaign 
*   2005 5-Star Chapter 
*   2006 4-Star Chapter 
*   2007 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter 
*   2007 5-Star Chapter 

Awards 

2008 Aloha Chapter Leadership 
 

Directors and Officers 
 

President—Joseph M. Magaldi, Jr., USMC 
 222-2013 italiahawaii@hotmail.com 
Vice Pres.—C. Mert Agena, USA 
 677-4103 cmagena@aol.com 
Treasurer—Vernon Von, USAF 
 732-3908 vvon777@gmail.com 
Secretary—Anna Blackwell, AUX 
 739-9164 annagram2@aol.com 

Walter Kinoshita, ARNG 395-9570 waltkinoshita@yahoo.com 

Jerry O. Lesperance, USCG 488-5205 jlesperance@hawaii.rr.com 

Leroy T. Perry, USAF 839-7123 ftrpilot@hawaii.rr.com 

Haruo Shigezawa, USA 395-1382 

Mark Webster, USNR 734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com 

Committee Chairs 
Community Services:   Sam Heard, USAF 
      488-8897  jetsethawaii@hotmail.com 
Govt/Legislative Affairs: Mark Takai, USA 
      586-8455  marktakai@hotmail.com 
Membership:       Walter Kinoshita, ARNG 
      395-9570  waltkinoshita@yahoo. com 
Personal Affairs:     Bob Kozuki, USA 
      942-4047  kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com 
Programs:         Haruo Shigezawa, USA 
      395-1382 
Publications/PR:     Mark Webster, USNR 
      734-5994  markster96816@gmail.com 
ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wesley Fong, USA 
      595-6127  wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 

Fundraising:        Herb Nakagawa, USAF 
      271-1172 
Historian:         Nari Hamlin , USA 
      306-2290  narivee@aol.com 


