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 The 2008 installation ceremony of the 
officers of our Aloha Chapter will be held 
during a buffet luncheon at Hale Ikena on 
Thursday, February 28th.  This event will 
commence at 11:00 AM.  We are honored 
to have Major General Vern T. Miyagi 
as our guest of honor to conduct the cere-
mony.  He will present a brief update of 
the U.S. Pacific Command’s current mis-
sions and activities.  Incidentally, MG 
Miyagi is much more than our guest of 
honor—he is a member of our Aloha Chapter. 
 Major General Vern T. Miyagi assumed duties as 
the Mobilization Assistant to the Commander, 
United States Pacific Command (USPACOM) in 
February 2006. 
 MG Miyagi is a 1971 distinguished military 
graduate of the University of Hawaii ROTC pro-
gram where he was commissioned and awarded a 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree. He 
later earned a Master of Business Administration 
degree from the University of Hawaii in 1972. 
 From 1972 to 1981, MG Miyagi served as an au-
dit manager at Alexander Grant and Company 
where he earned his Certified Public Accounting 
certificate in 1974. In 1981, he became a full-time 
military technician with the Hawaii Army National 
Guard (HIARNG) as the Comptroller at the United 
States Property and Fiscal Office. His service in-
cludes: Commander, 2d Battalion, 299th Infantry; 
Plans, Operations, and Military Support Officer; 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Training 
(G3); Chief of Staff, and Commanding General of 
the HIARNG. During the Hurricane Iniki relief 
operations on Kauai in 1992, MG Miyagi served as 
the operations officer for the deployed HIARNG 

Joint Task Force (JTF). In 2000, he served 
as HIARNG JTF commander for the 
Asian Development Bank civil distur-
bance contingency operation. More re-
cently, MG Miyagi's primary focus was 
on the deployment of HIARNG soldiers 
in support of Operations Enduring Free-
dom (Afghanistan) and Iraqi Freedom. 
From 2003 to 2006, MG Miyagi also 
served in a dual-hat position as the Mobi-
lization Assistant to the Director of Op-

erations, USPACOM. 
 As the Mobilization Assistant to the Commander 
at USPACOM, MG Miyagi is the principal advisor 
to the Commander regarding reserve component 
readiness and operations and facilitates Homeland 
Security activities between the state, National Guard, 
active military, and Federal agencies. 
 MG Miyagi's military education includes: Armor 
Officer Basic Course; Quartermaster Advanced 
Course; U. S. Marine Corps Command and Staff Col-
lege at Quantico, VA; Infantry Brigade and Battalion 
Command Course; and a U. S. Army War College 
Fellowship at the Ridgway Center for International 
Security Studies at the University of Pittsburgh. 
 Prior to serving in the 
HIARNG, MG Miyagi 
served in the U. S. Army 
Reserve (USAR) in the 
100th Battalion, 442d In-
fantry. 
 His decorations and 
awards include: Legion of 
Merit; Meritorious Service 
 See Miyagi Page 2 

MG Vern T. Miyagi 

Major General Vern T. Miyagi to Officiate at Installation Luncheon 
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Notice 
 This Newsletter is published monthly by New Tech Imag-
ing, Mapunapuna, as an official publication of Aloha Chap-
ter, MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817.  
 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
February 10, 2008  1:00 PM, Party Bridge, Fahrni 
(Sunday)       Realty.  Hosts:  Gary & Bev Jensen 

February 11, 2008  9:30 AM, Merrie Ladies tour of 
(Monday)       Keoki’s Lau Lau Factory, Kalihi 

February 15, 2008  Golf Outing, (Friday) 

February 28, 2008  10:00 AM, Chapter Leadership 
(Thursday)      Meeting, Hale Ikena, Ft. Shafter 

February 28, 2008  Installation Luncheon, Hale Ikena, 
(Thursday)      Ft. Shafter 

March 20, 2008   Chapter Event TBA           
(Thursday) 

April 27, 2008    Annual BBQ Chicken Fundraiser 
(Sunday) 

May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29   8:30 AM, Cleanup of Korean/
(Five Thursdays in May) Vietnam Memorial, State Capitol 

President’s Message 
By Joe Magaldi, Jr. 

 It is a most distinguished 
honor to serve as your new 
president.  I especially want to 
thank Les Ihara and the 
Board of Directors and his 
Executive Committee for 
their dedicated service and 

participation in promoting Aloha Chapter events/
festivities in 2007. 
 For 2008 I want to hopefully establish a closer re-
lationship with our members in meeting their needs.  
Your Aloha Chapter Officers, Directors and Com-
mittee Chairs are here to serve the membership.  
Also, I would like to work more closely with the 
Hawaii Chapter, establishing a relationship where 
we can plan events as a team to assist in serving our 
memberships to the betterment of both chapters. 
 As a brief introduction, after retiring from the 
Marine Corps, where my last assignment was serv-
ing in the financial and comptrollership field head-
ing a team traveling worldwide to Marine Corps 
commands to audit financial and personnel re-
cords and then report discrepancies and recom-
mendations directly to the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, I finally settled down and made Ha-
waii my home. 
 Here in Hawaii I have served under Honolulu 
Mayors Fasi, Anderson, Fasi (again), Harris and, 
currently, Hannemann.  I have served in many 
capacities as both the Deputy and then Director of 
Transportation Services, direct liaison for the 
Mayor of The Bus, Director of Waikiki Develop-
ment, Deputy Director of the Department of Fa-
cility Maintenance and Special Executive Assistant 
to the Mayor for the Departments of Parks and 
Recreation, Budget, and Finance and special pro-
jects.  Currently, I serve as the Chair of the City 
and County of Honolulu’s Transportation Com-
mission.  I also serve on the Board of Shidler Busi-
ness College at the University of Hawaii and on 
the Board of Visitor Aloha Society of Hawaii. 
 Our first event of the year will be our Installation 
Luncheon at Hale Ikena on Thursday, February 
28th.  Your slate of new officers, directors and 

committee chairs, all anxious to make this a very en-
joyable year, is listed elsewhere in this newsletter.  
They will be installed to their new offices by Major 
General Vern Miyagi of the U.S. Pacific Command. 
 Finally, with the assistance of our new team, I 
resolve to provide you with my very best, as we 
strive to accomplish our goals together.  Being a 
member of our Aloha Chapter will be fun! 

Miyagi (cont.) 
Medal (5 awards); Army Commendation Medal; 
Army Achievement Medal (2 awards); Army Service 
Ribbon; Humanitarian Service Medal; Reserve 
Components Overseas Training Ribbon; Excel-
lence in Competition Service Rifle Bronze Medal; 
and the Air Assault Badge. 
 He is the author of two articles. One article 
concerning small arms ammunition was pub-
lished in the Marine Corps Gazette and the other 
article describing the National Guard's role in 
disaster operations was published in the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh's Ridgway Viewpoints. 
 MG Miyagi is married to Gail and they have 
two children. 
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Add these Websites to your “Favorites” 
http://www.aloha-moaa.org 

http://www.moaa.org 

Merrie Ladies 
To Tour Lau Lau Factory  

 On Monday, February 11th, the Merrie Ladies and 
friends will visit Keoki's Lau Lau Factory on 
Robello Lane in Kalihi.  Because of limited park-
ing, we encourage everyone to carpool.  We will 
meet at Richardson Theater at Ft. Shafter at 9:15 
AM.  Our tour will begin at 9:30 and last about an 
hour. The factory requires we wear covered shoes 
and a head covering or shower cap (they will pro-
vide).  They also recommend bringing a sweater as 
some people may feel cold while inside the build-
ing.  After our tour we will drive to a restaurant in 
the area for an early lunch.  Come join us for this 
interesting tour—and it's free!  For further infor-
mation and to make reservations call Shirley Todd 
at 373-1229 or Charlene Towne at 623-9731. 

Changes to TRICARE For Life 
 TRICARE For Life (TFL) beneficiaries now 
can print a copy of their Explanation of Benefits 
(EOB) from home. Also beginning in January 
2008, monthly summaries are the only paper 
EOB's that beneficiaries will receive with the fol-
lowing exceptions: 

  a claim that includes services that are re-
jected and those services have appeal rights; or 
  the EOB is mailed with a payment to the 
beneficiary. 

 Starting in February, beneficiaries have the op-
tion to receive an electronic notification every 
time a claim processes. Beneficiaries then can log 
on to  the  secure  Web s i te  a t  
www.TRICARE4U.com, to view and print 
their EOB. The EOB will be available online for 
any claim processed during the last 27 months. 
Once a beneficiary signs up for this option, they 
will not receive a monthly paper summary. TFL 
beneficiaries will receive letters notifying them of 
the changes, either with their current EOB's or 
any other correspondence. 
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Changes to SBP Premium Payments 
 Participants in the Uniformed Services Survivor 
Benefit Plan (SBP) for retired military members have 
a milestone to mark on their calendars.  Effective 1 
October 2008, SBP participants who reach 70 years of 
age, and have made 360 payments (30 years), will no 
longer have to pay premiums for continued SBP cov-
erage and will be placed on the “Paid -up SBP status.” 
 A paid-up status, beginning on 1 October 2008, 
will be established for participants in the Retired Ser-
viceman’s Family Protection Plan (RSFPP) once they 
reach 70 years of age. 
 No action is required of SBP participants to be 
placed in Paid-up SBP status.  Once the eligibility 
has been met, the Defense Finance and Account-
ing Services (DFAS) will automatically stop de-
ducting premiums from qualifying military retired 
pay accounts. 
 The law does not allow for refunds of premi-
ums paid before 1 October 2008, even though a 

retiree may have reached 70 years of age and made 
360 or more premium payments before that date. 
 DFAS is developing changes to the military re-
tiree pay systems to monitor the number of SBP pre-
miums paid and the age of the participants who will 
be eligible for Paid-up SBP status on 1 October 
2008, or will meet eligibility within a short time of the 
implementation date.  They will be notified by mail 
of their impending Paid-up status. 
 Those military retirees who become eligible for 
Paid-up SBP status after the initial group will be noti-
fied of their SBP status on their December 2008 an-
nual Retiree Account Statements (RAS) which will 
note the number of premiums paid to date. 

Sam Heard, left, Community Services, presenting two Aloha 
Chapter $200  checks to John Bates, COL, USMC, Ret., 
holiday donations to the Pearl  Harbor & Kaneohe YMCAs 

Sam Heard, Community Services, donating a $200 
holiday check from the Aloha Chapter to Chaplain 

(LTC) Mike Brainerd, Tripler Army Medical Center 



No. 1, January 20078 Na Leo O Na Koa                                                                                    Page 5 

Aloha Chapter Party Bridge 
 The first party bridge session of 2008 was held at 
the Fahrni Realty Classroom on Sunday afternoon, 
January 27th. It was hosted elegantly by Bill & 
Trudi Ernst who provided a variety of refresh-
ments and snacks for the 20 bridge players present. 
 The session resulted in higher than normal 
scores since there were many “rubbers” made 
and a total of 3 slams were bid and made, one of 
them being a “Grand Slam” at 7 No Trump bid 
by Ken Carroll and his partner Les Ihara. Two 
small slams were made, one by Mitzi Austin and 
her partner Lois Luehring, and the other by 
Edy Kuwamoto and Les Ihara. 

 Topping all scorers was Lois Luehring, fol-
lowed in descending order by other award win-
ners Mitzi Austin, Les Ihara, Mel Kuwamoto, 
Edy Kuwamoto and Vernon Von. Other bridge 
players who participated were: Anna Blackwell, 
Lia Carroll, Helen Hubbell, Gary & Bev Jen-
sen, Dave Luehring, Dan Matthews, Jane 
Miller, Marion Von, Harriet Weissman, and 
Phyllis Williams. 
 The next party bridge session will be hosted by 
Gary & Bev Jensen on Sunday, February 10th at 
the Fahrni Realty Classroom, beginning at 1 pm. 
Those desiring to play on that date need to con-
tact the Gary or Bev by calling 623-4296 or e-
mail to gjensen579@msn.com not later than 
Wednesday, February 6th. 

Seated; L to R; Mel Kuwamoto, Edy Kuwa-
moto, Mitzi Austin, and Lois Luehring 

Standing; L to R; Les Ihara and Vernon Von 

 PAC Needs Your Kokua 
 The Personal Affairs Committee (PAC) is 
seeking Aloha Chapter Membership to partici-
pate in our committee’s work.  Interested per-
sons need to call Anna Blackwell at 739-9164 or 
Bob Kozuki at 693-8965. 
 Additionally, the committee is requesting that 
Anna Blackwell and/or Bob Kozuki be noti-
fied as soon as possible following the death, ill-
ness or hospitalization of any Aloha Chapter 
member, their spouses or immediate family 
member. 
 The Personal Affairs Committee’s role in as-
sisting our Chapter members and spouses may 
not be clear cut as we do not wish to duplicate 
roles and functions of existing help resources. 
The committee would do the following: 
  When called upon, provide information to  
members on their entitlement through the Chap-
ter newsletter or meetings in which                 
See PAC Page 7 
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Recruit A New Member! 

 Your  Aloha Chapter is always looking for new 
members—active duty, retirees, and auxiliary 
members, all are welcome and will enjoy the ca-
maraderie of the Aloha Chapter.  Make it your 
goal to recruit at least one new member in 2008.  
Cut out the Membership Application on Page 7 
to give to a prospective member.. 

Sato; in third place were Kerry Kiyabu and Yoshi 
Suzuki; in second place were Gordon Cho and 
John Holmes; and, winning the grand prize, was 
the team of Paul Yamashige and Joe Kuroda.  It 
is truly strange, the partners are determined by 
drawing chips and matching the numbers which is 
totally at random, however, often the winners are 
guests.  If we were not having fun playing golf as a 
group, I would be a little concerned about who is 
winning the jackpot, that it would appear we are 
letting our guests win—or we are not good players. 
 Now for our thought of the day:  I would like to 
borrow the statement made by an ancient Greek 
philosopher who said, "Wise persons talk because 
they have something to say, foolish persons talk be-
cause they must say something." 
 Our next golf outing will be on Friday the 15th of 
February.  It was necessary to move up the date of 
our outing from my original choice of date because 
they will be aerating the greens. 
Mahalo and malama pono,  Norm 

January 
Golf Report 

 What a joy to drive out to 
the golf course and there is 
no sign of rain, don't even 
care if there is no rainbow, 
just the joy of thinking 
about golf and not hoping 
that the dark clouds won't 
settle over the golf course.  

Perhaps not having to worry about the weather re-
sulted in my arrival at the golf course long before 
any of the other players.  I was able to pay my green 
fees, get a cart and load my bag and miscellaneous 
supplies on the cart and return to the comfortable 
chair in the lobby waiting for the arrival of the play-
ers.  It didn't take very long before Walter Kino-
shita and his guest Kerry Kiyabu showed up.  
Then there was the flow of players coming in sort 
of a steady flow. 
 We had a total of twenty-one players signed up, 
only one called in the morning indicating that he 
can not make it, so we had twenty eager players, all 
male, not an iota of a wahine golfer in our group.  
After learning that every player was accounted for, 
we headed for the #10 tee to begin our 2008 golf 
season at Barbers Point Golf Course.  We had sev-
eral guest players, some familiar faces, e.g. Gordon 
Cho's guests John Holmes and Paul Yamashige, 
Walter Kinoshita's guest Kerry Kiyabu, while 
other guests were playing for the first time.  Joe 
Kuroda's guests were Minolru Sato and Yoshi Su-
zuki, both Japanese Nationals.  Yoshi Suzuki is a 
fourteen-year old who came to Hawaii with his fa-
ther, but will remain in the islands attending school. 
 Well, the line up for today were as follows:  Allen 
Ono, Bob Kozuki, Hal Okita, Howard Okada, 
Mert Agena, Walt Kinoshita, Kerry Kiyabu, 
Gordon Cho, Paul Yamashige, John Holmes, 
Ken Yamada, Lee Curtis, Leroy Perry, Vernon 
Von, Larry Enomoto, Joe Kuroda, Minoru Sato, 
Yoshi Suzuki, and yours truly. 
 The mega-jackpot competition results at the con-
clusion of a great day of golf are as follows:  Fourth 
place was the team of Ken Yamada and Minoru 

Norm Fujiwara 

— NOTICE — 
 The 2008 edition of the annual Aloha Chap-
ter Directory will be published in February.  
Pursuant to several requests, it will have the 
added information of each chapter member’s 
known e-mail address. 
 If any member would like to ensure that 
his/her correct e-mail address is included or, 
conversely, if they don’t want their e-mail ad-
dress published, please advise the publisher, 
Mark Webster, immediately if not sooner at 
Markster96816@gmail.com. 
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Hawaii Chapter Events 
 Our Aloha Chapter members 
have been cordially invited this 
year to participate in the activi-
ties of the Hawaii Chapter so we 
can enjoy what each of our 
chapters has to offer and mix 
socially and benefit from each 
other’s strengths.  Likewise, they 
are invited to join us in any func-
tions they may desire. 
 Accordingly, you may be inter-
ested in their social event 
planned for February:  A tour of 
the Hawaii Civil Defense Opera-
tion in Diamond Head Crater.  
Tours are limited to two groups 
of 18 each.  The first tour is at 
10 AM, February 19th, and the 
second one is scheduled at the 
same time on February 20th.  Because of this invitation to our chap-
ter, there may be a need for a third tour to be scheduled.  If so, you 
will be notified.  If you are interested, call Jim Gebhard at 262-1165 
or e-mail him at GebhardJim@aol.com. 
 For your information, their plans for March 19th are to have a pres-
entation on Cross Cultural Aging—Centenarian Study—by Dr. 
Craig Wilcox of the Okinawa International University and, on April 
16th , a luncheon meeting at Hale Ikena with Peter Carlisle, Honolulu 
Prosecuting Attorney, as the guest speaker. 
 You will be kept apprised of further details. 

PAC (cont.) 
resource persons are brought in as a speaker. 
  When called upon, help members and survivors in the 
submission of inquiries, applications, and claims to governmental 
agencies, i.e. VA, Social Security, and Military finance offices. 
  In case of serious illness or death, express sympathy to 
the next of kin and offer assistance as needed. 
  Keep members informed, generally by means of the chap-
ter newsletter on facilities and services available in the area, i.e., 
exchanges, commissary, and hospital. 

Spouse ID Card 
 Check your spouse’s ID card to ensure that it is still valid.  Normally, 
it will expire every four years.  TRICARE services will be denied with-
out a valid ID card.  Permanent cards are issued after age 75. 
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*   2002 5-Star Chapter 
*   2002 Excellence in Recruiting Award 
*   2003 Honorable Mention Newsletter 
*   2003 4-Star Chapter 
*   2004 Winner Best Website 
*   2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter 
*   2004 4-Star Chapter 
*   2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"      
    Recruitment Campaign 
*   2005 5-Star Chapter 
*   2006 4-Star Chapter 

Awards 

2008 Aloha Chapter Leadership 
 

Officers 
 

President—Joseph M. Magaldi, Jr., USMC 
 222-2013 italiahawaii@hotmail.com 
Vice Pres.—C. Mert Agena, USA 
 677-4103 cmagena1@hawaiiantel.net 
Treasurer—Vernon Von, USAF 
 732-3908 vvon777@gmail.com 
Secretary—Anna Blackwell, AUX 
 739-9164 annagram2@aol.com 
 

Directors 
 

Walter Kinoshita, ARNG 395-9570 waltkinoshita@yahoo.com 
Leroy T. Perry, USAF 839-7123 ftrpilot@hawaii.rr.com 
Haruo Shigezawa, USA 395-1382 
Mark Webster, USNR 734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
Community Services:  Sam Heard, USAF 
    488-8897   jetsethawaii@hotmail.com 
Govt/Legislative Affairs:  Ira Tagawa, USA 
    487-5448   itagawa@yahoo.com 
Membership:  Walter Kinoshita, ARNG 
    395-9570   waltkinoshita@yahoo. com 
Personal Affairs:  Bob Kozuki, USA 
    693-8965   kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com 
Programs:  Mert Agena, USA 
    677-4103   cmagenal@hawaiiantel.net 
Publications/PR:  Mark Webster, USNR 
    734-5994   markster96816@gmail.com 
ROTC/Veteran Affairs:  Wes Fong, USA 
    595-6127   wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 

Fundraising:  Herb Nakagawa, Jr., USAF 
    623-4330 
Historian:  Nari Hamlin, USA 
    306-2290   narivee@aol.com 


