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$6,700 Thank You From The Scholarship Fund 
 The Aloha Chapter established a new record with more than $6,700 gen-
erously donated to the annual Scholarship Fund Drive that ended with the 
jubilant Holiday Party at the Hale Koa Hotel on December 14 with 81 
members and guests attending. 
 The highlight of the evening was the inspiring speech of Rear Admiral 
Sally Brice-O’Hara, commander of the Coast Guard in Hawaii, that de-
scribed her awesome responsibilities to provide security, water safety and 
crime prevention in the vast 14th Coast Guard District area. 
 She shared the challenges she faced during her career that led to signifi-
cant accomplishments and steady advancement to two-star flag rank. 
 A special mahalo goes to Nari Hamlin, our energetic and innovative 
chief planner and organizer, for arranging the menu, seating, and gift ex-
change.  She made the name tags and the colorful centerpieces that graced 
the eight tables; they were awarded at evening’s end. 
 Howard Okada, the dedicated scholarship fund vice chairman, devel-
oped and prepared the program and kept the evening moving at a timely 
pace.  He and Treasurer Harold Takenaka tracked and accounted for res-

ervations and donations; also Hal, assisted by his wife, Esther, greeted guests. 
 The selection and opening of grab bag gifts under the direction Bob and 
Mazie Kozuki led to smiles, laughter and conversation at each table that 
capped an enjoyable event that built the spirit of fellowship and friendship. 
 Board of Directors Chairman Jerry Lesperance and President Vernon Von 
extended the Chapter’s welcome to the assembly, introduced guests and made 
announcements of coming events.  Also, an announcement was made that Sec-
retary Lou Crompton is leaving the Scholarship Board on January 1, 2007, and 
that Vernon Von and Bob Kozuki will become new members on that date. 

 Shirley Ihara made a special monetary gift from the Bridge Group for Entertainment Book 2007 sales. 
 The Scholarship Trustees thank the members for their donations and pledge to spend the funds wisely 
and correctly as scholarships are awarded to deserving full-time students studying at one of Hawaii’s col-
leges and universities to become teachers, nurses and armed forces officers.   Allen Ono, Chairman 

Incoming Aloha Chapter 
President, Les Ihara; Out-
going President Vernon 

Von and keynote speaker 
RADM Sally Brice-O’Hara 

Inside January Issue 
  Board of Directors  2 
  Bridge          5 
  Calendar         2 
  Chapter Leaders    8 
  Charter Nite Dinner 3 
  Golf            6 
  Legislative Affairs   4 
  President’s Report   2 



Page 2 Na Leo O Na Koa                                                          No. 1, January 2007 

President’ s 
Message 

By Les Ihara 
Hauoli Makahiki Hou! 

 Hope you had a wonderful 
and memorable time this holi-
day season.  Here comes 2007! 
 After another 2-year hiatus, I humbly return as 
your Chapter President, by default this time, and 
with an additional responsibility as the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors.  I was happy to return 
in a chapter leadership role just as a member of 
the Board of Directors, but it became apparent at 
the Board’s organizational meeting after the No-
vember election that its active search to get a 
member to become the next President was not 
successful.  Not wanting the chapter to be with-
out leadership, direction and movement forward, 
I reluctantly told my fellow Directors that I will 
volunteer to be the Chairman of the Board and 
the Chapter President as well, if a volunteer for 
the latter could not be found.  The Board voted 
to accept my concession, and I’ve been working 
incessantly since to form a leadership team to 
conduct the affairs of our chapter in 2007. 
 I was quite successful in getting almost all the 
officers and committee chairs needed to actively 
conduct the many and varied activities so impor-
tant in making our chapter one in which mem-
bers are happy and want to belong.  We’re still 
missing an important chapter officer, the Treas-
urer, which requires some knowledge and exper-
tise in financial matters.  I want to thank those 
who have either answered the call for help 
and/or volunteered to continue in the same ca-
pacity as in 2006.  Your new Executive Commit-
tee (listed on Page 8) has already met to begin 
planning for 2007, and we hope to offer you 
many active, varied and interesting activities for 
your participation and indulgence.  This doesn’t 
mean we are the “experts,” so we welcome com-
ments and suggestions which will make for a bet-
ter and more meaningful chapter for you. 
 I ask you to join us in any or all the activities 
and get to know other members and spouses—I 
assure you, you won’t regret it!  Mahalo!  Les 

Notice 
This Newsletter is published monthly as an official 
publication of Aloha Chapter, MOAA, P.O. Box 
19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817-8267.  Views ex-
pressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Jan 9, 2007    2:00 PM, Board of Directors Meeting, Oahu 
(Tuesday)     Veterans’ Center, Foster Village 

Jan 11, 2007   9:00 AM, Excom Committee Meeting, Fort 
(Thursday)    Shafter Aloha Center Conference Room 

Jan 21, 2007   1:00 PM, Bridge Group Party, Farhni 
(Sunday)     Realty Classroom, Aiea  

Jan 25, 2007   6:00 PM, Installation/Charter Night Dinner, 
(Thursday)    Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter (See pages 3 & 7)  

Jan 29, 2007   Golf Outing, Navy-Marine Golf Course, 
(Monday)     Valkenburgh Street, Pearl Harbor 

Feb 14 or 15   Valentines’ Dinner with the SOS, Waikiki  

Director’s Resignation 
 Curtis Lee, Colonel, U.S. Army, Retired, 
elected at the November chapter meeting as a 
member of the chapter’s Board of Directors for a 
2-year term beginning 2007, resigned recently cit-
ing “personal reasons.”   The Board of Directors 
is charged with finding a replacement to fill this 
vacancy, so any chapter member with some ser-
vice in the US Army who may be interested in 
filling this vacancy is asked to contact Les 
Ihara, Board Chair, or any other Director.   

MOAA/EXCOM Luncheon 

Vernon Von; Nari Hamlin; Kris Ann Hegle, 
Contributing Editor, Military Officer Magazine; 
Mark Webster; Gordon Cho and Wesley Fong 
after a fun and informative dim sum luncheon, 
Royal Garden Restaurant, December 9, 2006 
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 To begin the chapter’s 2007 meeting schedule is our 8th Charter Night Meeting, signifying the beginning 
of our chapter’s 8th year as a chartered affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America, MOAA. 
 It was on January 27, 2000, that a relatively small group of military officers and their spouses gathered at 
the Hale Ikena to be honored and presented with the first MOAA chapter charter in the 21st century. 
Those “pioneers” will be honored during the meeting for their trust and vision which have made Aloha 
Chapter, MOAA an organization which represents the ethnic and cultural diversity unique among the 50 
States. 
 Another portion of the meeting will be the recognition of and mahalos to 
members who served in leadership positions in the preceding years and the 
swearing-in of newly elected Directors and appointed members of the Execu-
tive Committee. 
 The official who will do the swearing-in and also be the meeting’s guest 
speaker is Brigadier General Ma, the Commander of all U.S. Army Reserve 
units in the Pacific area.  BG John Y. H. Ma will be sharing his thoughts and 
visions about the Army Reserve forces in the Pacific as well as contributions 
they have made to local military and civilian communities, the nation, and 
lately in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 The attendance by Charter members are especially welcomed as we get reju-
venated and look forward to another year of interesting programs, fun, and 
camaraderie.  For more details about the meeting and the Reservation Form, please go to page 7.  Les 

8th Charter Night Dinner Meeting 

Brigadier General John Ma 
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Legislative Affairs 
 The Hawaii State Legislature will convene on 
January 17, 2007.  Hold onto your wallet!  As al-
ways, there are many important issues that need to 
be addressed.  These are the legislative committees 
that are responsible for military matters: 

Senate Intergovernmental and Military Affairs,  
Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair, and Sena-
tor Shan Tsutsui, Vice-Chair 

House Public Safety and Military Affairs, Rep-
resentative Cindy Evans and Sharon Har, 
Vice-Chair 

 Ed Cruickshank, Director of the Office of Veter-
ans' Services, will report to us his office's legisla-
tive priorities.  During the last session, the legisla-
ture appropriated funds for badly-needed repairs 
to the veterans' cemeteries in Kaneohe and Kona.  
It also budgeted funds for additional counseling 
services and a new Keaukaha Joint Military 
Center in Hilo.    Ira Tagawa, Govt Affairs 

We Need Your Ideas! 
 Aloha Chapter’s new leadership team would like 
to hear your ideas about any changes to our chap-
ter’s Bylaws that we may need to adopt in 2007 so 
that our chapter can continue to grow and better 
serve its members and our military ohana.  You 
can find a copy of the current Bylaws in the back 
of the 2006 (or earlier) Aloha Chapter Member-
ship Directory. 
 As a local affiliate of the Military Officers Asso-
ciation of America (MOAA), the Aloha Chapter 
should ensure that our Aloha Chapter’s Bylaws 
conform to MOAA’s as much as feasible and rea-
sonable.  You can find a copy of MOAA Bylaws at 
http://www.moaa.org/controller.asp?pagename=a
bout_leadership_bylaws. 
 Incoming Chapter Vice-President Larry Eno-
moto has been asked to chair a temporary, Special 
(Ad Hoc) Committee on Bylaws Revision (SCBR) 
that will collect your ideas and recommend any 
amendments for members to discuss and vote on 
at the annual General Membership Meeting in No-
vember, 2007.  He would like to receive your ideas 
as early as possible before May 31, 2007.  Please 
feel free to send him your concern or proposed 
revision by e-mail: lmgenomoto@yahoo.com or, 
if you prefer, you can call his cell phone at (808) 
255-8971 to discuss your ideas or to volunteer to 
work on the SCBR.  Mahalo!          Les  

Aloha Chapter Christmas Carolers spreading 
cheer at the Veterans’ Center for Aging, Dec 14 
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 The December party bridge session was held at 
the residence of Les & Shirley Ihara on Sunday 
the 17th with a dinner preceding play.  There were 
only 3 tables, prompting a change next year for an 
earlier date to maximize participation as this ses-
sion normally honors the previous year’s Player 
of the Year and begins the chapter’s next bridge 
year. 
 The Player of the Year, 
determined by not more 
than the highest 7 
month’s points earned 
corresponding to the or-
der of total scores at-
tained each month, e.g., 
the higher the score, the 
higher the points earned.  
An alphabetical listing of 
all players, their scores, 
and points earned was 
distributed at the session.  
Shirley Ihara, the bridge 
coordinator, earned the most points, so she is the 
inaugural year’s Player of the Year.  There was no 
“fanfare” over this distinction since Shirley was 
somewhat embarrassed to be the Player of the 
Year of a program for which she was responsible.  
Nevertheless, congratulations to Shirley Ihara 
for being the Aloha Chapter Party Bridge Pro-
gram’s Player of the Year. 
 The participants in the annual Christmas Dinner 
Bridge were:  Mitzi Austin, Anna Blackwell, 
Sam Heard, Helen Hubbell, Les & Shirley 
Ihara, Dave & Lois Luehring, Mel & Edy Ku-
wamoto, and guests Dan Matthews, and Hazel 
Theodore. 
 The top 4 scorers were:  Dan Matthews, Anna 
Blackwell, Mitzi Austin and Lois Luehring. 
 The next party bridge session will be held on 
January 21st at the Farhni Realty Classroom in 
Aiea, beginning at 1 pm.  Hosts will be Vernon 
and Marion Von, so those interested in playing 
are asked to contact either of them at 732-3908, 
or e-mail to:  vvon777@earthlink.net not later 
than Wednesday, January 17th.          Les 

Aloha Chapter Bridge Report 

Entertainment Book 2007 
 Mahalo for your support!  Two cases of Enter-
tainment Book 2007 were sold in 2006, proceeds 
from which were intended to fund the Chapter 
Party Bridge Program.  However, because of this 
great success, the excesses beyond the needs of 
the program will be donated to the Chapter 
Scholarship Fund in January. 
 Because of the success, the Chapter Party 
Bridge Program Committee, chaired by Shirley 
Ihara, and including Sam Heard, Marion Von, 
and Shirley’s husband, Les, will be selling Enter-
tainment Book 2008 earlier next fall, so please 
plan on supporting this effort.       Shirley 

Shirley Ihara, 
Player of the Year 

Dependent ID Card Change 
 A permanent ID card (not subject to renewal) 
may be issued to a retiree dependent who has 
reached age 75 or is permanently disabled, re-
gardless of age.  This change in law will end the 
inconvenience of going through the ID card re-
newal process every four years.       Mark 
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Aloha Chapter Golf Report For December 
By Norm Fujiwara 

Recruit A New    
Member in 2007! 

 Your  Aloha Chapter is always 
looking for new members—
active duty, retirees, and auxiliary 
members, all are welcome and 
will enjoy the camaraderie of the 
Aloha Chapter.  Make it your 
goal to recruit at least one new 
member in 2007.  For more in-
formation, contact Gordon Cho,  
Les Ihara or any other member. 

 The Aloha Chapter Golf program closed its 
2006 season by playing for the first time at a non-
military course on December 18th.  All the com-
ments I heard after completing our rounds were 
positive.  They indicated that Ewa Beach Golf 
Course was really nice and the green fees were 
reasonable, albeit slightly higher than the military 
courses.  The other favorable factor was the 
weather:  nice and sunny with nice trade winds. 
 The down side for today was a drastic problem, 
no female players again for the second month, 
nada a single wahine golfette.  Come on ladies, I 
told you that the acronym for Golf in the e-mail 
circuit is a myth; wahine are always welcome to 
join the Aloha Chapter golfing party.  It's a fun 
time and not too competitive at all. 
 Today our gathering of 17 players was led by 
the first group of two flag officers, Allen Ono 
and Clarence Agena, who were teamed with 
Walter Kinoshita and Bob Kozuki; they were 
followed by Ken Munechika, Jack Bohman, 
and Cedric Chong.  The third group was How-
ard Okada, Stan Yasumoto, Ira Tagawa and 
Hal Okita, who had to quit after 9 holes because 

he was not feeling well; in the final group we had 
Ken Yamada, Yoshi Nakamura, Joe Kuroda, 
Nelson Fujiwara (our son from Houston, 
Texas) and Norm, yours truly. 
The winning pairs for the mega jackpot was done 
through blind partners, determined at the end of 
the round by picking numbered poker chips and 
matching pairs were the partners and their net 
scores are totaled and the lower scoring pairs 
were the winners.  In third place were the pair of 
Walter Kinoshita and yours truly, in second 
place were Leroy Perry and Allen Ono, and the 
big time winners were Ira Tagawa and Stan Ya-
sumoto. 
 We will be opening our 2007 golf season at the 
Navy-Marine Golf Course, 943 Valkenburgh 
Street, at Pearl Harbor.  The course has been 
completely renovated and we have an opportu-
nity to give it a test.  So keep Monday the 29th of 
January free for some golfing.  All wahine golfers 
and "wanna be golfettes" don't forget to sign up 
when I send out the sign-up notice via e-mail 
next month. 

Aloha, 
  
Norm  
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Installation/Charter Night Dinner Meeting 
 Our Aloha Chapter’s 8th Annual Installation Dinner will be held at the Hale Ikena Officers’ Club, Fort 
Shafter, on Thursday, January 25, 2007.  This will be one of Hale Ikena’s sumptuous and scrumptious buf-
fet dinners starting at 7 P.M., preceded by No-Host adult and otherwise beverages. 
 Brigadier General John Y. H. Ma, pictured on page 3, will be the officiating officer at our installation 
ceremony and our keynote speaker.  He is the Commanding General of the Ninth Regional Readiness Com-
mand, U. S. Army Reserve.  BG Ma is a Distinguished Military Graduate of the University of Hawaii 
where he received a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Civil Engineer-
ing.  He also has a Masters in 
Business Administration from 
Pepperdine University.  His mili-
tary education includes, the Army 
War College; the Army Command 
and General Staff College; Engi-
neer, Signal Officer, and Civil Af-
fairs Advance Courses; and the 
Engineer Officer Basic Course. 
 We hope to see you at this din-
ner meeting.  By the way, during 
2007 there will be a no-fee raffle at 
all monthly meetings.  One name 
out of all of the members will be 
drawn and if that member is pre-
sent, he or she will win a substan-
tial monetary prize.  The prizes do not accrue.  For 
planning purposes and to join in on the festivities 
of Installation/Charter Night, please complete 
the Reservation Form above. 

Welcome to Our New Members 
Norman C. Ault, LTCOL, Nat’l Guard, Ret. 

Hon Ping Chee, LTCOL, USAF, Ret. 
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*   2002 5-Star Chapter 

*   2002 Excellence in Recruiting Award 

*   2003 Honorable Mention Newsletter 

*   2003 4-Star Chapter 

*   2004 Winner Best Website 

*   2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter 

*   2004 4-Star Chapter 

*   2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"    
    Recruitment Campaign 

*   2005 5-Star Chapter 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Les S. Ihara, USA, Chair  239-7947 lsi@hawaii.rr.com 
Anna D. Blackwell, AUX 739-9164 annagram2@aol.com 
Jack E. Bohman, USA 235-8078 jbohman59@hawaii.rr.com 
Robert R. Deibler, USN 488-9654 mibobhi@aol.com 
Jerry O. Lesperance, USCG 488-5205 jlesperance@hawaii.rr.com 
Joseph M. Magaldi, Jr., USMC 222-2013 italiahawaii@hotmail.com 
Leroy T. Perry, USAF 839-7123 ftrpilot@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Officers/Executive Committee 
 
President—Les S. Ihara  239-7947 lsi@hawaii.rr.com 
Vice Pres.—Larry Enomoto 685-1521 lmgenomoto@hotmail,com 
Secretary—Gordon Cho 484-2400  gcho440443@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Community Services: Sam Heard, 488-8897, 
 jetsethawaii@hotmail.com 

Govt/Legislative Affairs: Ira Tagawa, 487-5448, 
 itagawa@yahoo.com 

Membership: Gordon Cho, 484-2400, 
 gcho440443@aol.com 

Personal Affairs: Bob Kozuki, 693-8965,  
 kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com 

Publications/PR: Mark Webster, 734-5994, 
 Markster@hawaii.rr.com 

ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wes Fong, 595-6127, 
 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantele.net 

Awards 

2007 Aloha Chapter Leadership 


