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Space-A:  Way To Go! 
 Sixty-three members, 
spouses and guests who 
attended our July 19th  
chapter luncheon meeting 
were fortified both physi-
cally with a fabulous all-
you-can eat buffet at Hale 
Ikena and mentally with an 
abundance of facts, maps 
and mementoes from chapter members “Jumbo” 
Joe Kuroda, Mark Webster and their team of ex-
perienced Space-A travelers. 
 Joe and Mark covered both the rules of eligibility 
and application procedures for traveling space avail-
able on various kinds of military and contract air-
craft between Hickam AFB and other U.S. military 
airfields in the Western Pacific and the Continental 
United States.  They advised that quite reasonable 
space-available, temporary military lodging near en-
route and destination air terminals can usually be 
found within 10-city-blocks walking distance. 
 Valuable Space-A travel tips gained from good 
and bad experiences were also openly shared by 
other chapter members and guests.  Anyone inter-
ested in learning more about this often-overlooked 
military benefit is invited to join the group known 
as the HIKBK Space-A Council, which meets at 
Hickam AFB Burger King.  The HIKBK Space-A 
Council discusses recent experiences, changes to 
rules and/or bases, and other pertinent matters.  
The next HIKBK meeting is on Friday, August 3rd, 
at Hickam Burger King starting at 10:30 AM.  For 
more information, contact Joe at 455-3772 or by e-
mail at jumbojoe@hawaii.rr.com.   
 For their outstanding presentation, we say to Joe, 
Mark and their team: “Space-A: Way to Go!”  

August Dinner Meeting 
 Special arrangements have been made to have a 
member of our illustrious Hawaii Congressional 
Delegation as a guest at our August get-together. 

 Mazie Keiko Hirono is the 
first immigrant woman of Asian 
ancestry to be elected to and to 
serve in the United States House 
of Representatives. She was also 
the first woman of Asian ances-
try born in a foreign land to be 
elected to a statewide office and 
to serve two 4-year terms as the 

State of Hawaii’s ninth elected Lieutenant Gover-
nor. She was the Democratic Party candidate for 
Governor in 2002. 
 Educated in public schools in Hawai‘i, Mazie 
graduated with honors from Kaimuki High 
School and Phi Beta Kappa from the University 
of Hawai‘i at Manoa.  She earned her law degree 
from Georgetown University Law Center in 
Washington, D.C., where she focused on public 
interest law. 
 As a freshman congresswoman, starting her 
first term in January 2007, she was appointed to 
two key House Commit-
tees of great interest to 
her and her constituents 
in Hawai‘i:  the Commit-
tee on Education & La-
bor and the Committee 
on Transportation & In-
frastructure.  
 Congresswoman Hirono 
appreciates the important 
role of our military and   
See Hirono     Page 7 
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President’ s Message 
By Les Ihara 

 Shirley and I were on a 
Scandinavia Cruise on Thurs-
day, July 19th, so we missed 
“Jumbo” Joe Kuroda’s 
Space-A presentation. When 
we came back, we were pleas-
antly surprised to learn of the good turn-out at 
the luncheon meeting at Hale Ikena when Joe, 
with help from some of his fellow Space-A trav-
elers, enlightened and entertained 63 attendees 
on the “good and bad” of Space-A Travel.  I 
know that Joe did a lot of preparation for his 
presentation, so I want to personally thank him, 
and his supporters, for a job well done. 
 The guest speaker for our August 23rd dinner 
meeting at the Pagoda Restaurant will be Ha-
waii’s freshman US Representative, Mazie Hi-
rono.  In her new role as one of the four elected 
to represent Hawaii in Congress, she is currently 
in a “learning” mode, so her presence at our 
meeting gives our members an opportunity to 
personally convey to her their concerns and urge 
her to support MOAA’s legislative agenda at the 
national level.  The program will be preceded by 
an appealing sit-down dinner with filet mignon 
and teriyaki chicken as the main entree. 
 Twinning 2007 is just around the corner, so 
with preliminary plans already announced, we 
now need to know who will be going to Las Ve-
gas and participate in the activities offered by the 
Southern Nevada MOAA Chapter.  All known 
participants will soon be sent a checklist of those 
activities, a compilation of which will be for-
warded to their Coordinator, Jack Taylor, who 
will begin to detail plans for transportation, golf, 
dinner and other support requirements.  If you 
have not indicated your intention to participate in 
Twinning 2007, please contact me ASAP. 
 I just received notification from MOAA that, in 
the “Level of Excellence” Awards competition 
for 2006, Aloha Chapter, under then President 
Vernon Von, was honored with the “Four Star 
Award”.  Congratulations to all who made that 
possible. 

Notice 
 This Newsletter is published monthly by New Tech Imag-
ing, Mapunapuna, as an official publication of Aloha Chap-
ter, MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817.  
 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
August 14, 2007 2:00 PM, Board of Directors Meeting, 
(Tuesday)     Oahu Veterans’ Center Meeting Room 

August 16, 2007 9:00 AM, Excom Meeting, Colonnade, Aiea 
(Thursday) 
August 19, 2007 1 PM, Party Bridge, Fahrni Realty, Aiea 
(Sunday)     Hosts:  Len and Helen Fahrni 

August 20, 2007 Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Course, Kaneohe 

August 23, 2007 6:00 PM, Chapter Dinner Meeting, Pagoda 
(Thursday)    Hotel.  Guest Speaker:  Mazie Hirono 

Sept. 6, 2007   9:00 AM, Excom Meeting, Colonnade, Aiea 
Sept. 13-16, `07 Twinning Programs, Las Vegas, NV 

Sept. 14, 2007  Joint Meeting with Southern Nevada Chap-
(Friday)      ter, The Plaza Hotel, Las Vegas, NV 

Oct. 11, 2007   9:00 AM, Excom Meeting, Colonnade, Aiea 

Oct. 18, 2007   11:00 AM, Joint Luncheon with Hawaii 
(Thursday)    Chapter; Guest Speaker from MOAA 
Nov. 8, 2007   9:00 AM, Excom Meeting, Colonnade, Aiea  

Nov. 13, 2007   2:00 PM, Board of Directors Meeting 

 The Board of Directors will soon be appointing 
members to serve on the Nominating Committee 
which will be tasked to find nominees for Board 
positions which are due to become vacant begin-
ning 2008.  There will be four (4) vacancies to fill:  
two (2) Army members, one (1) Coast Guard 
member, and one (1) Navy member.  If any mem-
ber is interested in serving on the Nominating 
Committee, or interested in being nominated for 
one of the Director vacancies, please don’t hesi-
tate to contact me at any time. In addition, volun-
teers for any appointed officer or committee chair 
positions are always welcomed, so here’s your 
chance to step forward to serve your chapter. 
 Well, it’s good to be back home again.  Hope 
to see many of you at our next chapter meeting! 

Welcome to Our New Life Member 
Dan Bishop, CDR, USCG, Ret. 

Welcome to Our New Member 
Phyllis J. Williams, Auxiliary 
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Merrie Ladies to go to Shangri-La 
 This is just a reminder for those who have 
signed up for the Academy of Arts’ tour to Doris 
Duke's Shangri-La on August 8, 2007.  Do not 
forget your tickets and please meet at the Acad-
emy of Arts entrance at 10:45 AM.  We will have 
a brief video introducing Shangri-La at 11:00 AM.  
After the video, we will board mini-vans for our 
15 minute drive to the estate at Black Point. 
 It is recommended you bring an umbrella and a 
bottle of drinking water since the grounds are 
quite warm.  The house is not air-conditioned so 
comfortable walking shoes, lightweight clothing 
and sunglasses are recommended.  No photogra-
phy is permitted.  Smoking is also not permitted. 
 Parking for the tour is available at three places:  
1) Academy Art Center which is located at the 
corner of Beretania and Young Streets.  Enter 
the parking lot on either Beretania or Young. 
$3.00 for 4 hours with Academy validation; 2) 
Neal Blaisdell Center flat rate of $4.00 when you 
mention the Academy; and, 3) Kim Chee II $4.00 
with Academy validation. Enter on Young Street. 

60TH Anniversary Birthday Ball 
 Last year was the first Air Force Ball for PACAF 
in recent memory.  The Secretary of the Air 
Force, Honorable Michael W. Wynne, was the 
guest speaker.  This year Honolulu has been se-
lected as one of only four cities in the country to 
host “Air Force week”.  This will be a high-profile 
event that will be ending with the Air Force Birth-
day Ball and the Thunderbirds Air show in Wai-
kiki.  The guest speaker at the 60th Anniversary 
Birthday Ball on 14 September will be Air Force 
Chief of Staff, General T. Michael Moseley. 
 One way we can encourage participation by our 
junior Airmen is by offsetting ticket prices by so-
liciting donations from local businesses and or-
ganizations.  The Air Force Birthday Ball Commit-
tee, 132  2nd St., Honolulu, HI  96818, would greatly 
appreciate your support in helping offset ticket 
prices.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Michael Bliss, CAPT, USAF, Chairman, Birthday 
Ball Committee, at Michael.bliss@hickam.af.mil.  
Please make all monetary donations out to the 
“Birthday Ball Committee.” 
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 To participate in the morning activities on Fri-
day the 14th, Aloha Chapter members must arrive 
in Las Vegas sometime the day before.  Other-
wise, a Friday arrival, preferably in the morning, 
should be OK for the joint meeting.  Departure 
from Las Vegas should be Monday the 17th at the 
earliest. 
 Transportation to and from all Twinning activi-
ties will be provided by host chapter members.  
Therefore, to facilitate their transportation sup-
port requirement planning, Jack Taylor would 
like to know, ASAP, the number of Aloha Chap-
ter participants and where they will be staying in 
Las Vegas.  For this and their own planning pur-
poses, Twinning Coordinators Les & Shirley 
Ihara would like to know the names of the 
Aloha Chapter participants and their 
travel/lodging/game arrangements. 
 Those who desire to participate in Twinning 
2007 but have not yet made arrangements may 
contact local tour agencies directly, or contact 
Shirley Ihara who has arranged for a tour pack-
age with NonStop Travel. This tour package in-
cludes air and ground transportation to and from 
the Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino, and option-
ally, tickets to the UH-UNLV football game on 
Saturday, including transportation to and from 
the game. 
 All Twinning 2007 participants, please contact 
Les or Shirley by phone at 239-7947 or by e-
mail to: lsi@hawaii.rr.com ASAP. 

Twinning 2007 
 Jack Taylor, the Southern Nevada Chapter’s 
Twinning 2007 Coordinator, will soon need the 
list of our chapter’s participants to begin plan-
ning the details for activities and support require-
ments. 
 As a recap, the following are the planned activi-
ties: 
1. Fri, Sep 14 - Daytime - Golf at Angel Park; 

Shopping trip or Tour of Las Vegas area for 
non-golfers.  Evening - Joint meeting at 
Plaza Hotel beginning at 6 PM 

2. Sat, Sep 15 - Daytime - Golf at Nellis AFB; 
Tour or shopping for non-golfers.  Evening 
- UH-UNLV Football Game (must be indi-
vidually arranged). 

3. Sun, Sep 16 - Daytime - Free time.  Eve-
ning - Cocktail Buffet for Twinning partici-
pants and invited host chapter members at 
the residence of Jack and Nancy Taylor. 

Kudos to COL Wesley Fong! 
 The Organization of Chinese Americans (OCA) Ha-
waii Chapter honored member Wesley Fong at its 
2007 Installation & Scholarship Fundraising Dinner. 
 Past honorees include U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye, 
U.S. Sen. Daniel Akaka and Gen. Eric Shinseki. 
 OCA is a national civil rights advocacy and edu-
cational organization dedicated to advancing the 
social, political and economic well-being of Ameri-
cans of Chinese and Asian/Pacific Island descent. 

Add these Websites to your “Favorites” 
http://www.aloha-moaa.org 

http://www.moaa.org 
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Aloha Chapter Party Bridge 
 The most recent chapter party bridge session 
on July 8th was at the Colonnade on the Green 
and hosted by Mitzi Austin and Harriet Weiss-
man.  There were five tables of bridge players, 
including the following in addition to those 
named above:  Anna Blackwell, Ken Carroll, 
Bill & Trudi Ernst, Helen Hubbell, Les & 
Shirley Ihara, Mel & Edy Kuwamoto, Dave 
Luerhing, Phyllis Williams, and guests Patti 
Chrzanowski, and Sally Taylor. 

 The chapter was able to recruit another new 
member through this chapter program.  We are 
very pleased to have Phyllis Williams join us as 
an Auxiliary member. 
 The next party bridge session will be held on 
Sunday, August 19th, hosted by Len and Helen 
Fahrni in their Realty classroom.  Play begins at 
1 PM. 
 Those who have not yet signed up are asked to 

do so by calling Helen at 
486-4166, or e-mail to:                 
Allen@Fahrnirealty.com. 
 Bridge players who have not 
experienced the friendly and 
fun party bridge this program 
offers are always welcome!  

From left to right and in order of finish are:  Mitzi 
Austin—Top scorer, Lia Carroll, George Topic 
(guest), Lois Luehring, and Dan Mathews. (Not 

shown was 4th top scorer Jean Chase). At extreme 
right is Harriet Weissman who, with Dan, bid and 
made a small slam.  Also making small slams were part-

ners Mitzi and Jean, and Dave and Pat 

Possible TRICARE Data Compromise 
  Science Applications International Corporation 
(SAIC), a Fortune 500® company, announced a 
"security failure" on July 20th in the handling of 
TRICARE customer data.  The company alerted 
MOAA that "uniformed service members, family 
members and others were at risk of potential 
compromise."  The company said the situation 
was a "totally unacceptable failure on our part."   
SAIC said that "forensic analysis has not yielded 
any evidence that any personal information was 
actually compromised; however, the possibility 
cannot be ruled out."  SAIC is notifying approxi-
mately 580,000 households (870,000 beneficiar-
ies) of the incident. 
 MOAA is deeply troubled to learn of yet an-
other potential breach of personal information of 
the uniformed services community.  It is vital to 
the nation's security that the personal information 
of military families be protected at all costs.   Ad-
ditional updates will be provided through various 
MOAA media as information becomes available. 
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Recruit A New Member! 

 Your  Aloha Chapter is always looking 
for new members—active duty, retirees, 
and auxiliary members, all are welcome 
and will enjoy the camaraderie of the 
Aloha Chapter.  Make it your goal to re-
cruit at least one new member in 2007.  
For more information, contact Gordon 
Cho or Les Ihara or any other member. 

July Golf Report 
 The latest TV program is the 
Power of 10 with Drew Carey; 
mine is the power of 3.  First of 
all, last Wednesday, July 25th, I 
notified the starter at Malama 
Bay Golf Course that we had 24 
players.  Between then and Fri-
day I received a phone call and 
an e-mail message from 3 play-

ers wishing to sign up.  Then, between Friday and 
Sunday, 3 e-mails arrived stating that 3 players wished 
to be dropped.  Now we are back to 24 players.  No 
problem, except we had 3 players that failed to show 
up at tee time on Monday, July 30th.  Nevertheless, we 
had 21 very enthusiastic players.  Our format for the 
mega jackpot was the same as usual, the two blind 
partners determined by drawing matching numbers. 
 Investors in the jackpot included:  Bob Kozuki, 
Hal Okita, John Ma Leroy Perry, Stan Furu-
kawa, Chuck McCauley, John Homes, Don 
Dismuke, Ken Munechika, Larry Enomoto, 
Bob Takao, and Ken Yamada. 
 These investors received no monetary rewards but 
had a great day on the golf course.  Those who also 
had a wonderful time on the golf course and received 
monetary rewards for their golf skills—along with a lot 
of luck were:  in fourth place, the team of Mert 
Agena and yours truly, in third place Allen Ono and 

Tommie Takao, and a tie for the first place team so 
we did a tie breaker and Gordon Cho and Masa Fuji-
oka, first time player and guest of John Ma, came in 
second place and grand winners of the mega jackpot 
were Marv Baum and Alice Fujiwara, the only 
wahine golfer in today's group.  
So ladies, there’s hope for you 
all; better talk to your spouse 
about signing up for our next 
month's golf outing at the Klip-
per Golf Course in Kaneohe on 
Monday, August 20th.  Make a 
note on your calendar.  See you 
then, all you wahine golfers. 
 Again, I wish to welcome our first time player, Masa 
Fujioka and I guess twice in a blue moon Bob and 
Tommie Takao. 
 Now our thought of the day for you non-golfers:  
Smart is when you believe only half of what you hear;  
brilliant is when you know which half to believe. 
Aloha and good golfing with fun,  Norm 

Norm Fujiwara 

Nä Leo O Nä Koa 
 If you wish to receive an e-mail version 
of our newsletter in full color in addition 
to/in lieu of the mailed version, send 
your e-mail address to Mark Webster, 
publisher, at Markster@hawaii.rr.com. 

MOAA Lobbyists Lauded 
 MOAA President VADM Norb Ryan Jr., USN 
(Ret), and Government Relations director COL 
Steve Strobridge, USAF (Ret), were honored by 
The Hill newspaper as being among Washing-
ton’s "top association lobbyists." 
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Hirono (cont.) 
our veterans in our nation and in Hawai‘i.  
She believes we must honor their service and 
assist military families.  She will speak about 
her work in Congress to improve healthcare 
and benefits for veterans and current service 
members, including her efforts to increase 
pay for our troops and increase funding for 
the VA and her support for the Wounded 
Warrior Assistance Act. 
 Congresswoman Hirono is also concerned 
about the current state of military prepared-
ness and readiness, given the increased bur-
den and responsibilities our military is carry-
ing.  In addition, she will provide an update 
on some issues of common interest to the 
military, the state and the community. 
 At the conclusion of her talk, we may ask 
her questions, which should be phrased as 
lobbyists on key legislative issues supported 
by MOAA, all five of which she doesn’t 
sponsor—and not comment on the current 
unprecedented record disapproval of Congress 
or as critics of her positions on the Global 
War on Terror (GWOT) or support for our 
troops in Hawaii and Iraq. 
 If you care to attend this event at the Pagoda 
Hotel at 6 PM on Thursday, August 23, you 
should complete the Reservation Form. 

 MOAA Needs Your Kokua 
 When our members of Congress return to Wash-
ington after their August recess, they will be voting 
on many amendments of key importance to 
MOAA and the entire military community, includ-
ing amendments that would: 
1. bar or significantly limit increases in TRICARE 

fees (Lautenberg/Hagel amendment); 
2. expand concurrent receipt eligibility (Reid 

amendments); 
3. improve the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) for 

widows and older retirees (Bill Nelson amend-
ment); and 

4. increase the size of the military pay raise (Hagel 
and Kerry amendments). 

 While they are here, you have a great opportunity 
to address some of these issues with them.  
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*   2002 5-Star Chapter 

*   2002 Excellence in Recruiting Award 

*   2003 Honorable Mention Newsletter 

*   2003 4-Star Chapter 

*   2004 Winner Best Website 

*   2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter 

*   2004 4-Star Chapter 

*   2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"      
    Recruitment Campaign 

*   2005 5-Star Chapter 

*   2006 4-Star Chapter 

 

Board of Directors 
 
Les S. Ihara, USA, Chair  239-7947 lsi@hawaii.rr.com 
Anna D. Blackwell, AUX 739-9164 annagram2@aol.com 
Jack E. Bohman, USA 235-8078 jbohman59@hawaii.rr.com 
Robert R. Deibler, USN 488-9654 mibobhi@aol.com 
Joseph M. Magaldi, Jr., USMC 222-2013 italiahawaii@hotmail.com 
Leroy T. Perry, USAF 839-7123 ftrpilot@hawaii.rr.com 
Haruo Shigezawa, USA 395-1382 
 

Officers/Executive Committee 
 
President—Les S. Ihara  239-7947 lsi@hawaii.rr.com 
Vice Pres.—Larry Enomoto 685-1521   lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com  
Secretary—Gordon Cho 484-2400  gcho440443@aol.com 
 

 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Community Services: Sam Heard, 488-8897, 
 jetsethawaii@hotmail.com 

Govt/Legislative Affairs: Ira Tagawa, 487-5448, 
 itagawa@yahoo.com 

Membership: Gordon Cho, 484-2400, 
 gcho440443@aol.com 

Personal Affairs: Bob Kozuki, 693-8965,  
 kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com 

Publications/PR: Mark Webster, 734-5994, 
 Markster96816@aol.com 
 Markster@hawaii.rr.com 

ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wes Fong, 595-6127, 
 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 

Awards 

2007 Aloha Chapter Leadership 


