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Chapter To Tour New Pacific Aviation Museum, Pearl Harbor

Members and guests of our Aloha Chapter will
assemble at the USS Bowfin ticket office, located
next to the USS Arizona Memorial, at 10:00 AM,
Thursday, April 19th, for a ride to the Pacific Aviation Museum on Ford Island. Our special military
group discount price is $12.00 per person. For
planning purposes and submission of an expedited
overall fee at the ticket office for our tour of the
Pacific Aviation Museum, please complete the reservation form on page 7 of this newsletter right
away.
Transportation to Ford Island is via trolleys,
which will make a brief stop at the Battleship USS
Missouri. Our tour will begin in Hanger 37 on
Ford Island, a 42,000-square foot former seaplane
hangar that survived the December 7, 1941, attack.
After arrival in the Pacific Aviation Museum’s
lobby, we will be guided to a 200-seat theater
where we’ll view a 10-minute movie covering the
surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, including historic
footage.
Leaving the theater, we’ll enter a corridor that
sets the stage with sound effects and photos of
what life was like on December 7th, 1941. Upon
entering the exhibit area of 25,000 square feet,
we’ll first see an authentic Japanese Zero in a diorama setting on the deck of the Japanese carrier
Hiryu at dawn on December 7th. Also, in the display of the attack on Oahu, there is an actual light
civilian plane that was airborne (and shot) during

the attack on that fateful day, together with a P-40
fighter of the type rushed into battle from Wheeler
and Haleiwa Fields. Visitors to Hanger 37 are
then enthralled with an exhibit relating the full
story, both before and after the attack, of one of
the Japanese Zeros that crash landed on the island
of Niihau.
The year 1942 was one of “desperate courage.”
Exhibits include an actual B-25B quite similar to
one used on the Doolittle Raid on Japan in April,
1942. An SBD Dauntless dive bomber is the cornerstone of telling about the Battle of Midway. An
authentic Grumman Wildcat is featured in the
Guadalcanal diorama as the story of the “Cactus
Air Force” is told. Finally, the story of America’s
mobilization for war – manufacturing airplanes
and training pilots in particular – is told using the
actual Stearman N2S-3 in which former President
Bush soloed.
Aloha Chapter members and guests will have the
opportunity to become a WWII pilot in one of the
museum’s six interactive simulators, and then, at
the conclusion of our tour, enjoy a delicious lunch
($7–$15) in the museum’s
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President’ s
Message
By Les Ihara

All the feedback I received
about our latest chapter meeting at the Hee Hing Restaurant
on Thursday, March 15th was
laudatory – the menu selection and food were
excellent and worth the “price of admission”. In
addition, they were happy to have the guest
speaker, Janet Eli, President and CEO of Alzheimer’s Association, Aloha Chapter, present a
“primer” course about that mental condition so
familiar to many of our members. She told us of
other more specific and detailed presentations
regarding Alzheimer’s disease which are available
if our chapter is interested in a follow-up session.
If you are interested in a follow-up session,
please let me know.
In April, our chapter will conduct its annual
fundraiser on the last Sunday, the 29 th. You will
be receiving a letter and some BBQ Chicken tickets from Fundraiser Chairman Herb Nakagawa. I ask that you support this effort, success
of which insures sufficient income to conduct
chapter activities in 2007.
Our annual fundraiser has also turned into an
opportunity for chapter members to feed
“homeless” families who go to the Institute of
Human Services (IHS) in Iwilei for their meals.
Instead of picking up their chickens, many chapter members are donating them to IHS, and
some volunteers go there that day to help serve
lunch to them. Herb and his committee need
volunteers, so read the article on this fundraising
event for details and please offer your help.
There will be no meeting in April, but a tour to
the Pacific Aviation Museum is scheduled for the
19th. This recently opened Museum located on
Ford Island contains photos, actual aircraft, and
associated equipment which will depict the evolution of aviation in the Pacific. Go see this for
the small fee we were able to get for this visit!
The 3rd chapter activity in April is our participation in the UH Army ROTC Awards Ceremony.
ROTC/Veterans Affairs Committee Chair
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Wes Fong heads a group of “uniformed” chapter members to present MOAA Awards.
Unfortunately, Shirley and I will not be here to
participate in the above activities since we will
be off island. In my absence, I know that the
chapter will be in good hands under VP
Larry Enomoto.
Congratulations to Our New Life Member

John Y. H. Ma, BG, USAR

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 12, 2007 9:00 AM, Excom Meeting, Colonnade, Aiea
(Thursday)
April 15, 2007 1:00 PM, Party Bridge, Fahrni Realty, Aiea
(Sunday)
April 19, 2007 10:00 AM, Tour of Pacific Aviation Mu(Thursday)
seum (assemble at USS Bowfin ticket office)
April 26, 2007 ROTC Awards Ceremony, Univ. of Hawaii
(Thursday)
Manoa
April 27, 2007 8:29 AM, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Club,
(Friday)
Kaneohe
April 29, 2007 Annual Chicken Sale, Fern School, Kalihi,
(Sunday)
& Food Donation/Volunteering, IHS, Iwilei
May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
8:30 AM, Cleanup of Korean/
(Every Thursday in May) Vietnam Memorial, State Capitol
May 8, 2007
Board of Directors Meeting, Oahu Veter(Tuesday)
ans’ Center, Foster Village, Honolulu 96818
May 10, 2007 Excom Meeting after Cleanup of Memorial
May 14, 2007 9:45 AM, Merrie Ladies Tour of Lion Cof(Monday)
fee Facility, 1555 Kalani St., Honolulu 96817
May 17, 2007 JROTC Awards Ceremony, Punahou School
(Thursday)
Makiki
May 20, 2007
1:00 PM, Party Bridge
May 25, 2007
9:00 AM, Golf Outing, Barber’s Point Golf Club
May 28, 2007 Memorial Day Ceremonies, Punchbowl Na(Monday)
tional Cemetery & State Veterans’ Cemetery
June 10, 2007 1:00 PM, Party Bridge
June 14, 2007 9:00 AM, Excom Meeting, Colonnade, Aiea
June 21, 2007 Chapter Meeting
June 22, 2007 9:00 AM, HAMS Golf Tournament, Leile(Friday)
hua Golf Club, Wahiawa
June 25, 2007 8:38 AM, Golf Outing, Leilehua Golf Club

Notice
This Newsletter is published monthly by New Tech Imaging, Mapunapuna, as an official publication of Aloha Chapter, MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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nese dishes began arriving at each table, collectively well worth the amount paid for the luncheon
Fifty chapter members, spouses and guests atmeeting.
tended last month’s chapter meeting at the Hee
At about 12:30 PM, Janet Eli was introduced as
Hing Restaurant in Kapahulu, which featured
the guest speaker, and she entertained and inJanet Eli, President and CEO of the Alzheimer’s
formed the audience with facts
Association, Aloha Chapter.
about Alzheimer’s disease, addSince some “free” door prizes
ing humor at times to maintain
were to be given out, each pertheir attention and interest.
son was given a “door prize
ticket” when checking-in.
It was more like “Alzheimer’s
Thanks to Shirley Ihara and
101”, an introduction to this
her helpers, Norman and Alice
complicated and often misunFujiwara, for checking in guests
derstood mental condition,
and handing out their name tags
which seems to be related to the
and those tickets
aging process. Her presentation
was laced with personal experiThe luncheon began around
ences which many in the audi11:30 AM with the usual Invoence could empathize with and
cation, Pledge of Allegiance, and
Janet
Eli
explaining
Alzheimer’s
disease
understand. She made it clear
introduction of guests, namely
that
periodically
“forgetting
where the keys are” or
Archie and Edna Loo’s son Les; Sam Heard’s
thinking “what was her name” are normal occurhouseguest, Jessie; and two guests of Joe Kuroda:
rences of aging—that was certainly mentally relievJimmy Joe, and Ted, both WW II veterans. Afing!
See Luncheon page 4
ter those introductions, delicious and plentiful Chi-
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Luncheon from Page 3
President Les Ihara then made announcements
of future significant chapter events, followed by
drawings for several door prizes. After that, the
drawing of a chapter member’s name for the “$25
Cash Award” – one which requires the member to
be present to receive – was made by the guest
speaker. The name on the slip of paper read
“Anna Blackwell” but, unfortunately, she was not
present.
The meeting was adjourned after that, but since
Janet Eli had asked attendees to fill out a short
survey, most remained a while longer to do that
and everyone who turned in a survey form to her
received a pedometer as a token of her appreciation.

Add these Websites to your “Favorites”

http://www.aloha-moaa.org
http://www.moaa.org
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Twinning Program
Twinning 2007 in Las Vegas, NV, Sep 13-16.
Inclusive period straddles the UH-UNLV Football
game on September 15th. All chapter members and
spouses are encouraged to participate in Twinning
2007 for which the Southern Nevada Chapter is now
developing the details. If you are interested in making
the trip to Las Vegas or are going to the game anyway
and would like to participate in Twinning 2007, you
are asked to contact Twinning Coordinator Les
Ihara at 239-7947 or e-mail to: lsi@hawaii.rr.com.

Help Wanted
The chapter Treasurer's position has been vacant
since former Treasurer Art Yamamoto declined
to continue serving in that capacity and the Executive Committee could not find a replacement earlier this year. The chapter's Board of Directors,
which has the ultimate responsibility to fill that
position, has also not been successful in finding a
replacement for Art.
The Board is still looking for a volunteer to fill
that position, so if any member or spouse has finance or accounting knowledge and/or experience, your help is desperately needed. If interested
in serving as chapter Treasurer, please contact
Board Chair Les Ihara or any of the directors.

Aloha Chapter Logo Shirts
The Executive Committee has voted to have a
formal Aloha Chapter shirt that could be worn on
more formal occasions. The preliminary decision
was to go with Reyn’s at a cost of $40 per shirt
with the Aloha Chapter logo embroidered onto
the shirt.
However, there is a minimum order of 25 shirts
for this special low price. Relevant to the selection
of Reyn’s, we need to be assured of the minimum
order prior to placing it. Accordingly, we need to
survey the membership in regards to the number
of members interested in purchasing an embroidered Aloha Chapter shirt at this special price.
Please e-mail your fellow member Wes Fong at
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net NLT 17 April,
coinciding with tax deadline day, and indicate if
you would be willing to purchase such a shirt.
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Aloha Chapter Party Bridge
Three tables of party bridge were played on
Sunday afternoon, March 25th, at the residence of
Les & Shirley Ihara. Participating were: Ken &
Lia Carroll, Len & Helen Fahrni, Les &
Shirley Ihara, Gary & Bev Jensen, Mel & Edy
Kuwamoto, and Vernon & Marion Von.

Top scorers for the session are pictured sitting,
left to right, Vernon -2nd; Lia - 3rd; Les - 1st;
and Shirley - 4th.
Also, making a vulnerable small slam were Les
& Edy.
The next party bridge session will be held on
Sunday, April 15th, at Fahrni Realty beginning at
1:00 PM. It will be hosted by Dave & Lois
Luehring. Interested players who have not
signed up are asked to contact Dave & Lois
Luehring at 488-4458 or e-mail to:
davelue@earthlink.net not later than Monday
the 9th of April.

Confirmation of MG Lee
Our Aloha Chapter member, Major General
Robert G. F. Lee, was reappointed to another
term as State Adjutant General by our Hawaii
Legislature on Tuesday, March 6, 2007.

ROTC

Annual Fundraiser and
Contribution to IHS

On Thursday, April 26th, a small contingent of
Aloha Chapter members led by Wesley Fong,
ROTC/Veterans’ Affairs Chairman, will don
their uniforms (hopefully they haven’t shrunk in
the dark recesses of their closets) to present the
MOAA Certificate and a MOAA Medal at an
awards ceremony to the outstanding University
of Hawaii Army and Air Force ROTC cadets.
This is an annual event at UH honoring our future leaders; it is recognized every year by the
Aloha Chapter.
The same certificates and medals will be bestowed upon the outstanding JROTC cadets
at Punahou School on May 17th.

Join your fellow Aloha Chapter members at Fern
Elementary School, 1121 Middle Street, Honolulu
96819, at 9:00 AM on Sunday, April 29th, for the
camaraderie of distributing chickens and sushi sold
for our annual fundraiser. It’s a good time for us
to get together and socialize. Lunch and drinks
will be provided—pot-luck style.
To ensure our success on this day of the pick-up
of chickens, your maximum effort is appreciated in
selling the BBQ chicken tickets your will receive in
the mail shortly from Herb Nakagawa, chairman.
Extra chickens sold will be donated and served to
clients of the Institute of Human Services (IHS)
by a contingent of Aloha Chapter members.
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February Golf Report

March Golf Report

Twenty-two players were ready to play on Monday, February 26th, at the Leilehua Golf Course.
The weather was threatening when we started,
but soon the sun broke through the clouds.
We had quite a mixed group of players: two
generals; two wahine; two guests, Richard Cohan and Richard Young; two snowbirds, Stan
Yasumoto and Phyllis Yasumoto; one once-ina-blue-moon player, Les Ihara; and the remainder made up of regular Aloha Chapter Golfers.
Once again the format for the day was blind
partners and prizes of the mega jackpot which
were given to the four pairs with the lowest combined net scores. In fourth place was the team of
Phyllis Yasumoto and Albert Richards, in
third place were Joe Kuroda and Allen Ono,
and in second place were Mel Soong and
Marvin Baum. The first place team was Vernon
Von and Richard Young, the guest of Walter
Kinoshita. The also ran who paid their dues for
the mega jackpot were, Bob Kozuki, Larry
Enomoto, Gordon Cho, Les Ihara, Hal Okita,
Stan Yasumoto, Walter Kinoshita, Yoshi Nakamura, Dick Towne, Leroy Perry, Stan Furukawa and Alice and Norman Fujiwara.

The Aloha Chapter Golfers first tee time was
9:00 AM at Malama Bay Golf Club. The group
was led by Allen Ono, Albert Richards, Bob Kozuki and Leroy Perry; the second group consisted
of Jack Bohman and his guest Howard Ashford;
followed by Walter Kinoshita, Janice Kinoshita,
Clarence Agena and guest Terrence Kimura; in
the fourth group were Mel Soong, Vernon Von,
Ed Lee and Howard Okada; followed by Larry
Enomoto, Ken Munechika, and Marvin Baum.
Bringing up the rear were Ken Yamada, Yoshi
Nakamura, Alice Fujiwara and yours truly. We
had a total of 21 players for this month’s outing.
The winners of the mega jackpot for the month
of March included: in fourth place, Ken Yamada
and Marvin Baum; in third place, Yoshi Nakamura and guest Howard Ashford; and in second
place, Clarence Agena and Janice Kinoshita.
The grand prize winners were Bob Kozuki and
Albert Richards.
Our next golf outing will be on Friday, April 27th,
at Klipper Golf Course. Hope to see you there!
Aloha and good golfing,
Norm

Recruit A New
Member in 2007!
Your Aloha Chapter is always
looking for new members—
active duty, retirees, and auxiliary
members, all are welcome and
will enjoy the camaraderie of the
Aloha Chapter. Make it your
goal to recruit at least one new
member in 2007. For more information, contact Gordon Cho,
Les Ihara or any other member.
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TRICARE For Life (TFL) to Limit Explanations of Benefits (EOBs)
MOAA recently learned of a cost-saving
measure instituted by Wisconsin Physicians
Services (WPS), the claims administrator for
all TRICARE for Life (TFL) claims, and
approved by the TRICARE Management
Activity (TMA) to stop the mailing of a
printed Explanation of Benefits (EOB)
when a beneficiary's balance due is zero.
Medicare will continue to send EOBs for all
claims, but TFL will not send an EOB
unless the beneficiary owes money. MOAA
protested this change, as members sometimes discover double-billing or other irregularities through their EOBs. Worse,
however, is that most beneficiaries will receive no advance notice of this change,
which is effective April 1, 2007.

Another Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP) Increase Takes Effect
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuitants who currently do not receive 50 percent of their deceased
spouse's SBP annuity base amount will see their annuity increase soon. The increase, which goes into effect April 1, will appear in annuitants' May 2007 deposit.
Survivors who already receive 50 percent or more of their late spouse's annuity base amount will not see
an increase this April, but they may see one next April. By April 2008, all survivors will receive the full 55
percent of their late military retiree's pay covered by SBP.
Public Law 108-375, which was implemented on Oct. 1, 2005, established the phased elimination of the
Social Security offset and the two-tier annuity computation for surviving spouses under the Survivor
Benefit Plan/Reserve Component Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP/RCSBP). This law was passed after years
of effort by MOAA, and military survivors have benefited greatly from the elimination of this "widows'
tax."
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Awards

Permit No. 930
2002 5-Star Chapter
2002 Excellence in Recruiting Award
2003 Honorable Mention Newsletter
2003 4-Star Chapter
2004 Winner Best Website
2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter
2004 4-Star Chapter
2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"
Recruitment Campaign
2005 5-Star Chapter

2007 Aloha Chapter Leadership
Board of Directors
Les S. Ihara, USA, Chair
239-7947
Anna D. Blackwell, AUX
739-9164
Jack E. Bohman, USA
235-8078
Robert R. Deibler, USN
488-9654
Joseph M. Magaldi, Jr., USMC 222-2013
Leroy T. Perry, USAF
839-7123
Haruo Shigezawa, USA
395-1382

lsi@hawaii.rr.com
annagram2@aol.com
jbohman59@hawaii.rr.com
mibobhi@aol.com
italiahawaii@hotmail.com
ftrpilot@hawaii.rr.com

Officers/Executive Committee
President—Les S. Ihara
Vice Pres.—Larry Enomoto
Secretary—Gordon Cho

239-7947 lsi@hawaii.rr.com
685-1521 lmgenomoto@yahoo.com
484-2400 gcho440443@aol.com

Committee Chairs
Community Services: Sam Heard, 488-8897,
jetsethawaii@hotmail.com
Govt/Legislative Affairs: Ira Tagawa, 487-5448,
itagawa@yahoo.com
Membership: Gordon Cho, 484-2400,
gcho440443@aol.com
Personal Affairs: Bob Kozuki, 693-8965,
kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com
Publications/PR: Mark Webster, 734-5994,
Markster@hawaii.rr.com
ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wes Fong, 595-6127,
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net

