(Voices of Warriors)
2005 Chapter Rating
Chartered January 27, 2000

Newsletter of the Aloha Chapter,
An Affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America
Volume No. 7, Issue No. 11

Web Site: http://www.aloha-moaa.org

November 2006

Joint Luncheon At Hale Koa A Great Success
Our Aloha Chapter monthly activity in October was a joint luncheon with the Hawaii Chapter in one
of the Laulima Rooms of the Hale Koa Hotel. It was one of the better-attended functions in many
years. There were 32 members from our chapter, 35 from the larger Hawaii Chapter, and 16 potential
new members who attended in response to a letter sent to them from our National MOAA Headquarters.
After lunch, our speaker, Phillip A.
Dwyer, from our headquarters in Alexandria, VA, presented to Vernon Von, our
Aloha Chapter President, our 5-Star Chapter
Banner recently awarded to us. He then
gave an informative talk on MOAA’s lobbying efforts on veterans’ affairs in Congress.
He reiterated the importance of all members
to contact their Congressmen on issues that
affect us as veterans.
Mr. Dwyer also talked very knowledgeably
and professionally on his specialty: financial
planning. Since each of us have unique circumstances in our lives, it is imperative that
we need to engage certified financial planPhillip A. Dwyer, our guest speaker from our MOAA Head- ners, attorneys specializing in estate planning
quarters, eloquently explaining features of many financial plans. and certified public accountants for tax considerations to have your financial plan tailored to your own situation. His skillful presentation about
the many aspects of estate planning and trusts with the associated ramifications of insurance and taxes
was very interesting and, of course, extremely important.
We also gained a new life members in Edward Lee, LTC, USA, Ret., Inside November Issue
sponsored by member Mel Soong, Karla Anderson, AUX, and Richard Bridge
5
M. Settsu, LTCOL, UAF, ret. In pursuit of our recruiting goals, applica- Calendar
2
tions were also given to each potential member.
Chapter Leaders
8
This was a very worthwhile (and delicious) buffet luncheon. Many people Election Nite Dinner 7
6
contributed to its success. We would like to particularly thank Nari Ham- Golf
4
lin, Marion Von, Esther Takenaka, Alice Fujiwara, and Mary Cho for Merrie Ladies
decorating the room. An additional Mahalo to Esther Takenaka for mak- President’s Report 2
Scholarship Dinner 3
ing name tags and Norm Fujiwara for bringing the chapter’s flag and
TRICARE Benefits 4
banner and Hal Takenaka for collecting the luncheon fees.
Harold
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President’ s
Message
By Vernon Von

We Have Found
“Waldo”
Two more months and
then its time to make your resolutions for 2007.
Have any of you given this much thought? No
worry you still have two more months. In the
meantime, be thinking and planning to attend
our chapter activities for November and December. November is our month to elect new board
members and reaffirm those who will continue to
serve out their terms. See Harold Kuwahara’s
(program committee chair) article on page 7 in
this newsletter for details. In December the
Scholarship Committee will plan and host our
annual Christmas party. Please don’t miss this
one and resolve now to make a contribution to
our scholarship fund. Details of this program are
found on page 3 in this newsletter.
And we found a few Waldos.
Did you know that our Aloha Chapter member,
Gary Jensen, recently joined the Department of
Homeland Security? He was formerly with the
Office of Naval Research where he was the Director of the Greater Mid-Pacific Branch Office.
Gary will oversee a similar office for the DHS.
Did you also know that Aloha Chapter members Jack Bohman and Howard Okada were
instrumental in helping to get Hawaii–born Capt.
Humbert “Rocky” Versace inducted into the U.S.
Army Museum’s Gallery of Heroes at Ft.
DeRussy? Capt. Versace was the first Army soldier to receive the Medal of Honor posthumously for his actions while being held as a captive of the Viet Cong during the Vietnam War.
The full details of Capt. Versace’s story can be
found in the following Star Bulleting article:
http://starbulletin.com/2006/10/15/news/story
08.html.
Please don’t forget that we are still on the hunt
for new members, both for our Aloha Chapter
and the National MOAA. See article on page 5.
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We had a very good luncheon meeting with the
Hawaii Chapter and our guest speaker, Mr. Phillip A. Dyer. Planning for the survivors to your
estate is important. Do it now. At that luncheon
meeting we also signed on three new life members: Richard Settsu, Karla Anderson and
Eddie Lee. Welcome to our Aloha Chapter!
Finally, you know you are getting old when you
are cautioned to slow down by your doctor instead of the police.
Have a very happy Thanksgiving celebration
with friends and family.
Vern

Welcome to Our New Members
Donna C. Barira, 1LT, USAR, Chaplain Corps
Frank P. Belen, Jr., Major, USNG, and
Harriet Weissman, AUX

Welcome to Our New Life Members
Karla H. Anderson, AUX
Eddie Lee, LTC, USA, Ret., and
Richard M. Settsu, LTCOL, USAF, Ret.
Add these Websites to your “Favorites”

http://www.aloha-moaa.org
http://www.moaa.org
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Nov 6, 2006
(Monday)

11:00 AM, Merrie Ladies Meeting, Gyotaku
Restaurant, Waimalu

Nov 12, 2006
(Sunday)

1:00 PM, Bridge Party. Call Gary or Bev
Jensen at 623-4296 to learn location

Nov 15, 2006
(Wednesday)

7:00AM, HAMS Breakfast honoring MG
Herbert Wolff, Hilton Hawaiian Village

Nov 16, 2006
(Thursday)

6: 00 PM, Annual Election Nite Dinner,
Oahu Veterans’ Center, Foster Village

Nov 17, 2006
(Friday)

8:30 AM, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf
Club

Dec 14, 2006
(Thursday)

6:00 PM, Annual Scholarship Dinner, Ilima
Room, Hale Koa Hotel

Notice
This Newsletter is published monthly as an official
publication of Aloha Chapter, MOAA, P.O. Box
19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817-8267. Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.
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Annual Scholarship Dinner
The Aloha Chapter Scholarship Fund Military
Officers Association of America (MOAA) takes
great pride in sponsoring the annual Aloha
Chapter Holiday party at 6:00 PM on Thursday,
December 14, 2006, in the Ilima Room of the
Hale Koa Hotel.
In addition to a great dinner (assorted mesclun
greens with pan-roasted macadamia-nut and
cranberry vinaigrette; oven-roasted, stuffed Cornish game hen, glazed with Cumberland sauce
on mushroom sauté; broccoli spears & baby
carrots; tiramisu), we are planning another great
evening of activities such as drawings and door
prizes. We request you bring an item not to exceed $5 in value for a grab bag gift exchange.
Our speaker, who is experiencing her first Holiday season in Hawaii, will be Rear Admiral Sally
Grice-O'Hara, Commander of the 14th Coast Guard District located in Hawaii. She will be featured
in our December newsletter.
Note that the above reservation form provides you an opportunity to make a tax-deductible monetary
donation to the Scholarship Program. Your contribution will support our goal of "Building Hawaii
through Education." Please mail your dinner reservation as well as your contribution to the Scholarship Fund not later than December 1st.
Allen Ono
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MERRIE LADIES’ NOVEMBER EVENT;
CHRISTMAS CAROLING IN DECEMBER
On November 6th at 11:00 AM, the Merrie Ladies
will meet at Gyotaku Restaurant in Waimalu for
their end of the year event. Esther Takenaka will
demonstrate how to make a hot chocolate mix and
how to create a gift called "Cookies in a Jar."
We will have a delicious Japanese lunch and then
spend an hour or so working on our service project: making 60 ribbon angels for the patients of
the Department of Veteran Affairs Center for Aging located on the grounds of Tripler Hospital.
All Merrie Ladies are encouraged to join the Aloha
Chapter members on Thursday, December 14th at
10:00 AM when they carol and distribute the angels to all of the patients. You do not need to be a
singer, but join the group in wishing a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year to the shut-ins.
For more information call Ester Takenaka at
456-7822 or Marion Von at 732-3908. Marion

No. 11, November 2006

Medicare and TRICARE
Nursing Home Coverage
Nursing home benefits are entitled to those with
both Medicare and TRICARE coverage. With this
dual coverage, Medicare is the primary payer and
TRICARE provides the secondary coverage under
TRICARE for Life (TFL).
WHAT IS COVERED
For skilled nursing care to be covered under
Medicare and TRICARE, the beneficiary must
spend a minimum of 3 consecutive days, not including the day of discharge, at the hospital and
must enter the nursing home with in 30 days of
being discharged from the hospital. Medical care
is covered in a nursing home that has been certified to provide skilled nursing care. Such facilities
have the staff and equipment to provide skilled
nursing, skilled rehabilitation, or other medically
necessary health care services, including prescription medications. Medical care is given in a skilled
nursing facility under certain specific conditions.
In order for benefits to be covered, the facility
must be Medicare-certified and have a contract
with TRICARE.
Skilled nursing care is defined as medically necessary services so complex that they can only be
safely and effectively performed by, or under the
supervision of, professional and/or technical personnel. The hospital stay must be determined as
medically necessary, and the patient must be in
need of skilled level care upon entering the nursing
home facility. Skilled nursing care and rehabilitative therapies such as occupational therapy, physical therapy, and speech therapy are covered benefits. Room and board, prescribed drugs, and laboratory work are also covered. Medicare limits the
number of days in the skilled nursing facility to
100 days per benefit period. Should skilled care be
deemed as medically necessary beyond this coverage period, TRICARE will then cover the costs.
Skilled nursing homes will sometimes provide
hospice care. The hospice must be certified by
Medicare. If the medical doctor certifies that the
beneficiary has less than six months to live, the
beneficiary can be covered by Medicare and TRICARE.
See TRICARE Page 5
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Aloha Chapter Bridge Report
With the earthquake on Sunday, October 15th,
causing the day-long power outage on Oahu, the
chapter's bridge-party session was cancelled.
The next bridge session will be held on Sunday,
November 12th, beginning at 1:00 PM and
hosted by Gary & Bev Jensen. Depending upon
the number of players, bridge will be played either
at the Jensen's residence in Mililani or the
Fahrni Realty classroom in Aiea. This will be the
last bridge party for year 2006 (Dec 2005 to Nov
2006) to determine the chapter's Player of the
Year Award to be presented at the Christmas
Dinner Bridge Party on Sunday, December 17th.
Those desiring to play on November 12th are
asked to contact Gary or Bev at 623-4296 as
soon as possible but not later than November 8th.
Finally, “Mahalo!” to those who purchased Entertainment Book 2007 which the Party Bridge
Committee began selling this year to help fund
the program and to donate any excess funds to
the Aloha Chapter, MOAA Scholarship Fund.
This initiative is really a "win-win" situation for
everyone.
Les
TRICARE (Cont.)
Respite care is a benefit for individuals who are
living in a home with a family or other caregiver.
Placing a loved one in a nursing home for a limited period of time gives respite to the caregiver.
Respite services are available for up to 63 days in
any financial year.
WHAT IS NOT COVERED
Neither Medicare nor TRICARE will pay for
custodial care. Custodial care is defined as assistance with activities of daily living. It is sometimes referred to as long-term care. If nursing
home care is no longer covered under Medicare
and TRICARE, the beneficiary is responsible for
paying for the nursing home care. Because of
this, it has been increasingly popular for individuals to buy long-term care insurance to cover
nursing-home costs.
RESOURCES
For information on TRICARE benefits, visit
the web site for TRICARE Beneficiary Counsel-

ing and Assistance Coordination at
www.tricare.osd.mil/bcacdirectory.cfm or call 1800-TRICARE. Additionally, the U.S. Department if Health and Human Services provides information for the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services on the web site www.cms.gov.
For information on Medicare, you can call 1-800MEDICARE. Finally, you can visit www.va.gov
or call 1-800-827-1000 to locate the nearest Veterans’ Administration Medical Center for nursing
home information. NRA News, October 2006
GIVE ME 10 CAMPAIGN INCENTIVES
MOAA National Headquarters has expanded
its incentives in order to recruit new members.
Effective immediately, any new active duty, guard
or reserve officer recruited by the Aloha Chapter
to join national MOAA will get a free one year
membership and count toward the chapter’s $10
per new member bonus. While the focus remains on local chapter membership, please make
this a priority this year. The Give Me 10 bonus
campaign ends on December 31, 2006, so get out
there and recruit! See form on page 7. Gordon
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Aloha Chapter Golf Report For October
By Norm Fujiwara

After the SNAFU of last month at Leilehua
GC, I have been eating humble pie for a month.
This was a self imposed reprimand since I made
the mistake which deprived a number of players
of their monthly golf outing, but, amazingly, did
not receive a single negative comment. Funny,
but I began to reminisce trying to recall what
type of reprimand I would have received in days
past, and one person came to mind: my football
coach in Germany. He was a lieutenant from
Georgia and a West Point graduate. Whenever I
would make a SNAFU, like missing a block or a
tackle, he would call me to the sideline and say
"Fuji you're as useless as tits on a boar". Since
then I have tried hard not to be so useless.
Therefore, for this month’s golf outing, I again
reminisce to the teaching of an old sergeant in
instructor training, who would close his lesson by
saying, if you do not remember anything I have
said today, remember these three letters, "P, P,
P" — Prior Planning Pays. So this month I did
just that, called Malama Bay and checked on our
tee times. From that point on everything went
on schedule, got twenty players sign-up and all

twenty showed up at the proper time and resulted in a great day on the course, thanks to my
Army instructor and the beautiful weather.
There were twenty players on Friday, October
27th, including three first timers; welcome Larry
Enomoto, his sister Rosemary Fujimoto, and
Edward Lee. There were also a few "once in a
blue moon players"; welcome Clarence Agena,
Kathie Pickerine and couple of snow birds
from Novato, CA, Stan and Phyllis Yasumoto.
We had some big time winners of our Mega
jackpot. In fourth place with a net score of 151
were Clarence Agena and Leroy Perry, in third
place with a net score of 150 were Edward Lee
and Phyllis Yasumoto, in second place with a
net score of 146 were Ken Yamada and Cedric
Chong, and in first place with a net score of 144
were your President Vernon Von and yours
truly. Others who played, but received no compensation, were Don Dismuke, Ira Tagawa,
Ken Munechika, Dick Towne, Rosemary Fujimoto, Stan Yasumoto, Hal Okita, Kathy
Pickerine, Joe Kuroda, Alice Fujiwara, Mel
Soong and Larry Enomoto.
Next month's Aloha Chapter
golf outing will be at Barbers
Point GC on Friday, November
17th at 8:30 AM. See you there!
Norm

Recruit A New
Member in 2006!
Your Aloha Chapter is always
looking for new members—
active duty, retirees, and auxiliary
members, all are welcome and
will enjoy the camaraderie of the
Aloha Chapter. Make it your
goal to recruit at least one new
member in 2006. For more information, contact Gordon Cho,
Vernon Von or any member.
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Election Nite Dinner
The location for our annual Election Nite Dinner has been changed to the Oahu Veterans’ Center, 1298 Kukila Street, Honolulu 96818, which is
in Foster Village, at 6 PM, Thursday, November
16th. It will NOT be at the USCG Base Honolulu
as previously reported.
Referring to the map to the right, Radford High
School is at the makai corner of Bougainville
Drive and Salt Lake Blvd. Turn mauka off Salt
Lake Blvd. onto Ala Oli Street and into Foster Village. The Oahu Veterans’ Center
will be ahead to the left, as indicated by the star on the map. Go
past the building to find ample
parking behind it off Kukila Street.
The officers nominated to be installed for the 2007—2009 term of
our Board of Directors at this catered buffet dinner are Anna D.
Blackwell, AUX; Bob Diebler,
CAPT., USN, Ret.; Les Ihara,
COL, USA, Ret.; C u r t i s L e e ,
COL, USA, Ret.; Joe Magaldi, Jr.,
COL., USMC, Ret.; and Leroy
Perry, LTC., USAF, Ret.
Harold

Recruit A New Member

Page 7

Aloha Chapter
Military Officers Association
Of America
P.O. Box 19267
Honolulu HI 96817-8267

MOAA Seal

Aloha Chapter

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Nonprofit Org
US Postage Paid
Honolulu HI

Awards

2000 Outstanding Chapter Runner-Up

Permit No. 930

2000 3-Membership Recruiting Awards
2001 Outstanding Chapter
2001 Membership Recruiting Award
2002 5-Star Chapter
2002 Excellence in Recruiting Award
2003 Honorable Mention Newsletter
2003 4-Star Chapter
2004 Winner Best Website
2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter
2004 4-Star Chapter
2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"
Recruitment Campaign
2005 5-Star Chapter

2006 Aloha Chapter Leadership
Committee Chairs
Board of Directors
Jerry Lesperance, USCG, Chair 488-5205 lesperance@hawaii.rr.com
Clarence Agena, USA
677-4103 cmagena1@hawaiiantel.net
Anna D. Blackwell, AUX
739-9164 annagram2@aol.com
Jack E. Bohman, USA
235-8078 jbohman59@hawaii.rr.com
Joseph Magaldi, Jr., USMC
222-2013 magaldij001@hawaii.rr.com

Community Services: Sam Heard, 488-8897,
jetsethawaii@hotmail.com
Fundraising: Herbert Nakagawa Jr., 271-1172,
shibikoherb@hotmail.com
Govt/Legislative Affairs: Kelley Roberson,
732-2988, kelleyroberson@hawaii.rr.com
Historical Activities: Nari Hamlin, 486-7150,
narivee@aol.com
Membership: Gordon Cho, 484-2400,
gcho440443@aol.com

Officers/Executive Committee
President-Vernon Von, USAF
Vice Pres.-Harold Kuwahara
Secretary-Gordon Cho
Treasurer-Art Yamamoto

732-3908
944-4010
484-2400
833-3111

vvon777@earthlink.net
harold@hele.net
gcho440443@aol.com
aty@verizon.net

Personal Affairs: Bob Kozuki, 693-8965,
kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com
Program: Harold Kuwahara, 944-4010,
Harold@hele.net
Publications/Webmaster: Mark Webster,
734-5994, Markster@hawaii.rr.com
ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wes Fong, 595-6127,
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantele.net

